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_Lebed ‘urged to prevent troops from all-out offensive

MOSCOW. Aug 20 Russia's
acting commander in Chech-
nya General Konstantin Pu--
|I.Itf.'.}1r"'.‘ik}' vowed today to ousl
(_hechen rebels from the capital
Grozny. reporis Reuter,

Grozny will without f[ail be
(leared of rebel fighters.” Pu-
likovsky told Interfax news
ARETICY

The commander was speak-
ing after warning the people of
Grozny they should leave by
Thursday or risk being caught
up in an all out Russian air and
ground assault against rebe]
positions in the city

His remarks contrasted with
the position of Kremlin security
supremo Alexander Lebed. who
has promoted talks with sepa-
ratis! representatives and op
wsed the use of aircraft. Rebel
|:I]..',|'1'll.“|‘.'b occupied much of
Crrozny on August 6

‘We do net intend to put up
with the brazen and barbaric

actions of illegal groups who
are continuing to shoot down
our helicopters. carry out bold
acts of sabotage and surround
Russian servicemen.  Pu-
likovsky said.

“] see only methods of force
as a way out of the situation In
Grozny,” he said. adding that
both aircraft and hea ar-
tillery would be used He be-
Heved it could take at least a
month to overcome the rebels
in the city

Earlier report says: Russia's
military commander in Chech-
nya gave tht"pc-:: le of Grozny
48 hours to flee before he un
leashes an all-out bombard-
ment against rebeis in the city

But it was not clear what po-
litical backing he had in
Moscow. Just hours before gen
eral Konstantin Pulikovasky
made his threat on Monday.
President Boris Yeltsins per
sonal envoy to Chechnya

Alexander Lebed
on the idea of bormnbing

And Lebed s deputy was
meeting separatist Chief of

Staff Aslan Maskhadov south

of Grozny as Russian heli
copters flew over the city to
drop leaflets containing Pu
likovsky's warning

In his staterment. quoted by
Russian news agencies, Lthe gen
eral accused the guerillas. who
seized the Chechen capital two

weeks ago. of abusing a ceasefire

te dig in and maintain an

offensive to try to win the 20-

month war by force of arms
"On expiry of this deadline. |

maintain my right to use all the

forces and means available, in-
cluding bombers and ground- at
tack aircraft. and also multiple
rocket launchers and artllery
to sirike at the guerilla s posi
tions.” he said

Pulikovsky who me |
Maskhadov twice last week 10

rOLT ed scorn

Russian commander vows to
oust Chechens from Grozny

arrange the shaky
that has broadly held for the
past few days said he was sure
of the bhacking of the country's
leaders He was acting e
added pureiv in the interests of
the state

Thers was no word from
Moscow however presidential
officials could not be reached
for comment

Meanwhile Chechen rebel
Chief - of-Staff Aslan
Maskhadov appealed todavy to
Russian security supremo
Alexander Lebed to prevent fed-
eral troops from using force to
clear separatist fighters from
the capital Grozny

Interfax news agency quoted
Maskhadov as saying that
Lebed. president Boris Yeltsin s
ﬂ{xrml envoy in Chechnya.
showld, "use all of his influence
to stop the approaching mad-
eSS

ceaseflire

Janata Dal leader
shot dead in

Kashmir

SRINAGAR. India, Aug 20
Muslim separatists shot dead a

. 2
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Syria has tested Scud
missiles able to hit
targets in Israel

JERUSALEM. Aug 20 Syria
has tested a long-range Scud
missile able to hit targets in
israeli cities. a television report
sad on Monday. reports Reuler.

Israel channel two televi-
sion. which gave no source for
the report. said the Scud-C was
tested several weeks ago with
the aim of "verifying the Syrian

army's ability to perform an

ation launch ~
An Israeli military
an said she had no
knowledge about any Syrian
missile tests
During the 1991 Gulf War,
Iraq fired dozens of the
Russian-designed Scud missiles
at Israel and the [sraeli army
has warned for years that
Syrian Scuds posed a pofential
danger to military bases and
cities throughout the .Jewish
state
Channel Two's information
coincided with re s in the
Israeli media of an impending
test launch of the Arrow 2. a US
funded [sraeli missile designed
o intercept and destroy incom

g missiles

The tlelevision said Syria's
upgraded Scud-C missile has a
r of 600 km (373 miles) and
could reach targets in Israel s
most heavily populated areas.

South Korea s Yonhap news
agency. quoting unnamed mili-
tary sources said last month
that North Korea has shipped
Scud-C missiles to Syria Ira.
Iran and Libya since 199]

AP ads: In his toughest
worids for Syria since he was
elected Israeli prime minister,
Benjamin Netanvahu has
warned that any escalation of

hostilities in Lebanon will
spark “very painful’ retalia-
tion.

AFP adds: The [sraeli gov-
ernment is prepared to launch
an attack on Syria. a Syrian
governnent newspaper claimed
today.

"An Israeli attack on Syria
cannot be ruled out,” said the
daily Ath-Thawra. adding that
the Israeli government is ~
for such an attack with only the
date yet o be fixed."

Off the Record

On the verge of losing title

CARACAS. Miss Universe r -
| 996 Venezuela s Alicta 2 -
Machado, has snacked her way 1o
within an inch of losing her
crown. she admitted to reporters
this weekend. reports AFFP

Something akin to treason 15

politictan Tuesd. ¥y in Kashmir
as the electoral process of the
[irst state assembly lls in I
nine years to be held next
month gained momentum in
the Himalayvan valley. reports
AFP

Latest undated file picture of former Indian telecommunica-
tions minister Sukh Ram, who was accused of corruption
éﬂer detectives seized huge amounts of cash from his two
houses. Ram. an MP is presently abroad for medical

treatment. He is to be interrogated on his return
AFP/UNB photo

Rtﬂ'iv Smriti Purashkar for Suu Kyi :
The

vanmar Nobel laureate. Aung San Suu Kyi, was Monday
awarded the 'Rajiv Smriti Purashkar s for 1996, PTI reports
from New Delhi.

Dr Tint Swe, the representative of Myanmar's National
League of Democracy. received the award. on behalf of Suu Kyi,
which presented by the Wellare Minister. B S Ramoowalia at a
solemn function here,

Accepting the award. instituted by the art and cultural
foundation in 1992 in memory of the laie Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi. Tint Swe said it had given a boost Lo the league s fight
for democracy in Myanmar.

Thai PM faces no-confidence:

Thailand's opposition parties submitted vesterday a no
confidence motion against Prime Minister Banharn Silpa-
archa accusing him of damaging the country through
mismanagement and inefficiency, Reuler reports from
Bangkok. _

"Prime Minister Banharn is metlicient and shows a lack of
leadership... he has abused his duty and turned a blind eye to
rampant corruption.. all of which has caused damage to the
country....” the opposition said in the motion submitted to the
President of Parliament. The President of the Parliament has
set September 11 as the date when the debate will begin, an
‘opposition Member of Parliament (MP) told Reuters.

2 Israeli soldiers killed in Lebanon : nw
Israeli  soldiers were killed in South Lebanon Tuesday when
two squads laying in ambush lor guerillas opened fire.on each
other, security sources said, AF reports {rom Tyre, Lebanon.

The gunfire erupted at 5 a.m (0200 GMT) on the edge of the
western sector of an Israeli occupied berder enclave in the
south, said Lebanese sources on condition ol anonymity: They
said there was no guerilla activity in the region at the time.
There was no immediate word f[rom the lsraeli military com-
mand. Israeli soldiers have in the past inadvertently opened
fire on each other in southern Lebanon.

Pak cabinet okays accord with Egypt :

The Pakistani cabinet approved on Monday a security
cooperation agreement with Egypt to combat terrorism and
organised crime, a government minister said, Reuter reports
from Islamabad.

"It binds the two countries to exchange information about
the activities and crimes of groups involved in terrorism’
Information and Broadcasting Minister Khalid Ahmad Kharal
said of the agreement, which was signed when Interior Minister
Nasserullah Babar visited Cairo in March. Monday's cabinet
meeting. chaired by Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, gave
retrospective approval to the pact, which Kharal said also
"seeks to strengthen cooperation in the search and arrest of
wanted criminals." He gave no further details.

Kurds kill 3 in Turkev : kurdas

guerillas stopped private vehicles in central Turkey and
sprayed the passengers with automatic weapons fire, killing a
two-year old child and two women. the Anatolia news agency
reported Tuesday, AP reports from Sivas. Turkey.

Seven people were injured in the Monday night attack out-
side the town. 270 miles (440 kilometers) east of Ankara. on
Monday night. the news agency said. The identities of the vic-
tims were not available. Sivas has been the scene of clashes

since last fall. when a group of rebels set up camps in nearby
mountains.

i - - ; .
Chopper crash kills 1 in Kuwait:
One US marine died and three others were wounded on Monday
when their helicopter crashed while making an emergency
landing north of Kuwait City, a Uinited States Navy spokesman
said. AFP reports from Kuwait City. -

The CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter, which tock off from the
USS Tarawa off Kuwait on a routine training mission, came
down around 30 kilometres (18 miles) north-west of Kuwait City
at around 7:40 am. (0400 GMT) after catching fire, he saic.

24 snake charmers held in India:

Tipped off by animal rights activists, Indian authorities
arrested two dozen snake charmers ahead of a Hindu festival
celebrating serpents, United News of India (UNI} said on
Monday, Reuter reports from New Delhi.

The news agency said wildlife officials swooped on 24 snake
charmers and seized 90 snakes as they were preparing for the
Nag Panchami festival in the central city of Nagpur. The snake
charmers were booked under the wildlife protection act and the
prevention of cruelty to animals act. it said. The police were
tipped off by a local section of the society for prevention of
cruelty to animals.

Federal prosecutor killed in Mexico:

Gunmen killed one of the first federal prosecutors to interrogate
the man who assassinated Mexico's leading presidenti:l
candidate in 1994, raising more questions about the still-
unresolved case, AP reports from Tijuana.

The body of Jesus Romero Magana, 48 was found Sunday at
the front door of his house, state police Cmndr. Antonio Torres
Miranda said. Romero was hit by 14 bullets from at least two
weapons, apparently late Saturday night, Mexico City
newspapers reported Monday. |

Taiwan to sever ties with Niger:
Taiwan's Foreign Ministry said it has decided to sever ties with
Niger after the West African state renewed diplomatic relations
on Monday with China, Reuter reports from Taipei.

The Republic of China (Taiwan) deeply regrets Niger's sub-
mission to communist China's threats ami’ temptations and has
decided to terminate diplomatic relations with Niger with
immediate effect and stop all cooperatipn between the two
countries,” a Foreign Ministry statement issued late on. Monday

"Communist China forced Niger to stop relations with US as
a condition for renewing their ties," the statement said. -

- L [ ]
Ex-Australian tycoon jailed:
Former Australian tycoon Alan Bond was jailed for three years
yesterday after being convicted on four art fraud charges, AFP
reports from Perth. ' :

The sentence on English-born former multi-millionaire
Bond. 58, the man who guidt:d Australia to the America's cup
yachting cruvq: in 1983, was imposed Tuesday by judge
Antoinette Kenhedy in the western Australian district court.

Oflictals identilied the slain :

politician as Mohammad Shafl
Khan and sald he was a regional
teader ol the centrist Janata
[dal (People's Party), the domi
nant component in India's
coalition Untted Front gov-
ernment

Unidentified gunmen
pumped bullets into Khan in
Kashmir's southern district ol
Anantnag. the officials said.

The victim was one ol
Janala Dal's candidates for the
elections to the B7-seat Kash-
miir legislature.

Junta imposes
7-yr prison terms
to Suu Ky1's PA

YANGON:. Aug 20: Myanmar
military government has im-
posed a seven-year prison sen-
tence on a personal assistant to
democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and two other party mem-
bers. National League for
Democracy (NLD) sources sa:d
today.

"U win Hitein.and two other
NLD members were sentenced
on August 16 to seven years im-
prisonment each.” an NLD
source told Reuters. They were
charged for taking part in a
video conspiracy fabricating
the poor situation of the farm-

US expels Cuban
diplomat 1n

retaliation

WASHINGTON, Aug 20: The
United States said on Monday it
was kicking out a Cuban diplo-.
mat in retaliation for the ex-
pulsion of a US diplomat from
Cuba who had specialised in
promoting ‘human rights, re-
ports Reuter.

The State Department dis-
closed that Cuba revoked the
visa last week of Robin Meyer.
accusing her of activities "In-
compatible with her diplo-
matic status — diplomatic par-
lance for spying. "We categori-
cally reject that assertion and
protest’ in the strongest terms
the Cuban government's action
in requiring her to leave,” the
department said in a statement.

Taliban rockets
kill 4 in Kabul

ISLAMABAD. Aug 20: The
rebel Taliban Islamic militia
fired several rockets at the
Afghan capital Kabyl overnight
and on Monday, killing -four
people and wounding 19, the of -
ficial Kabul radio said. reports
Reuter.

The broadcast, monitored in
Islamabad: said the rockets hit
residential areas.

The Taliban has frequently
fired rockets and artillery on
Kabul since it began a slege of
the city in October in its drive to

topple President Burhanuddin

US President Bill Chinton attaches a piece of drywall Monday to the Salem Bapist Church
in Fruitland, Tennessee The church, founded in 1872 and destroyed by suspected arson
December 30 1995, isdeing rebuilt by the community.

—AFP/UNB photo

Delhi won’t stop ongoing missile programme

India blasts China for forging

military ties with Pakistan

NEW DELHI. Aug 20: India
on Monday criticised China lor
forging military partnerships
with Pakistan and vowed not to
cap its ongoing programme Lo
build an arsenal of guided mis-
siles. reports AFP.

The Defence Ministry also
said a decision last year by the
United States Senate to resume
supplies of military hardware
worth 386 million dollars to
Pakistan left India no option
but to tone up its own military
muscle.

“India has no option lell
since the passage of the Brown
Amendment by the US Congress
facilitates the supply of arms.
ammunition and spare parts to
Pakistan.” the 'ministry said in

India's annual defence report. .

released Monday.

It accused Pakistan ol way
ing a "proxy-war” in Kashmir
and said its military support (o
Muslim guerillas in the Hi
malayan state amournted Lo Is-
lamabad’'s "encouragement to
subwversive activities abroad.”

"Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence is directly involved
in operational planning and
coordination of terrorist activi-
ties in the Kashmir valley
through foreign mercenaries,”
the report said.

Pakistan denies arming and

training Mushim rebels in
Kashmir. where nore than
12.000 people have died since

1989 in the secessionist drive.
but extends mgoral and diplo-
inatic suppeort to the guernillas in
the frontier province.

The defence report said India
was keeping a "constant watch”

on Pakistan's efforts to acquire
the latest military hardware.
and eriticised Beijing for forg-
ing military collaborations
with the Pakistani government.

"China’s continued defence
collaboration with Pakistan
and its association with Islam-
abad's nuclear programme, and
the acquisition of sophisticated
weaporn systeni ... has a direct
bearing on India's security en-
vironment."

India. which exploded a nu-
clear device in 1974, has ac-
cused Pakistan of trying to
build the bomb through a clan-
destine weapons-oriented nu-

- clear programme.

The ministry report, how-
ever. said India's relations with
China has marked a ’steady
and substantial” improvement
in recent years.

this beauty-contest crazed coun
try. Machado sald contesr
organisers had threatened iof
strip her for her title if she did §
not swiftly shed 12 newlh
acquired kiles (25 pounds)

One of her assistanis
indiscreetly told the press she
just could not say no to pasta |’
sweets and ice cream. '1

In a cruel. spike-heeled world
first runner up Miss Aruba
Taryn Mansell, is waiting in the ™%

WIiNngs. . . s
CIA's 'too secret'

gift for Clinton

FRUITLAND, Tennessee: The usually sober CIA couldn’t
resist pulling a birthday on President Clinton, ris AP.

The agency pul Loget a fictitious national intelligence
summary Monday in honour of Clinton's 50th birthday.

The summary. stamped "Too Sgcret” rather than "Top
Secret." included a list of world leaders and their ages and an
account of the Kremlin going on alert after officials in Moscow
detected "an unusual heat source” in midtown Manhattan, said

o

White House spoke
"They dropped

sman Mike McCurry.
their alest when they realised it was a huge

birthday cake with candles.” McCurry said. The president

‘really enjoyed it."

Clinton, here to help rebuild a church that was by
lire, celebrated his birthday Sunday night in New York's Radio
City Music Hall. Hé and his daughter blew oul candles on a large

birthday cake.

Holy beatings

beat

her to death

BANGKOK: An exorcist beat a mother of two to death after
she refused to pay a bill for ritualistic beatings, The Nation

newspaper r:?lorted Sunday. reports AP. y

Sommai C

aipanya, 38, died from ritualistic beatings to

her head and genitals with a dried stingray tail, the paper

said.

family had sugg
later fled them and refused to
The female shaman themnr

Sommai had at first agreed .to thc'beatmgs. which her
ested as a way to get rid of evil spirits. But she

y a 160 dollars fee.

egedly, abducted her and con-

tinued the ritual until Sommai died.
*  Police arrested Tip Dongsaengkawe, 57. and charged her

with murder.
The killing took

place in Udon Thani, 470 kilometres

(292 miles) from Bangkok in the poor, underdeveloped
northeastern part of the country.

South Korean riot police arre

Py . ,..;.-

g AR

st student protesters at the

roof of

a building on Seoul's

Yonsei University campus Tuesday morning. South Korean police sent the commandos to

arrest the student protesters into one of the buildings yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo

| Police raid ends bloody

campus protests in ROK

" SEOUL. South Korea. Aug 20:
Hurling tear gas and swinging
batons, thousands of police
stormed a campus stronghold of
militant students Tuesday.
smashing through burning bar -
ricades and ending nine days ol
bloody protest over South
Korea's unification policies, re-
ports AP.

Within: two hours of the
dawn raid. riot police had taken
control of the Yonsei
University building and hauled
away an estimated 1.800 stu -
dents. Most of the youngsters
were exhausted after withstand -
ing four days of siege with little
sleep. food or water.

‘fnuther 2,000 students
holed up at the universitys
nearby science building took
advantage of the melee and
slipped away while the raid was
going on. Police caught up with
and arrested about 1.000 of

them. Yonhap TV reported.

Those who were captured or
fled were the last of some 7,000
students who began the con-
frontation with police on
August 12, when they gathered
at the university lor an out-
lawed rally bran by the gov-
ernment as pro-North Korean.

Yonhap TV. quoting police
officials, said about two dozen
students and police were in-
jured in the raid. One police ot-
ficer was in serious condition
with head injuries. it said.

The raid came hours after
students had rejected a govern -
ment appeal for surrender in
exchange for leniency. Students
vowed to keep [lighting until
their safe return home was
guaranieed.

As dawn broke. 5000 riot
police, aided by 13 helicopters
raining-down tear gas solution,
moved in.

~ Jordanians cite poverty for

protests, not politics

. AMMAN, Jordan. Aug 20:
While Jordan's King Hussein
blames Iraq for igniting violent
grntests over the doubling of
read prices. many of his im-
poverished subjects say the
source of their frustration is
empty pocketbooks, not poli-
ties, reportis AP.

Relations between one-time
allies Jordan and Iraq have
been spiraling downward for
the past year, and Hussein cast
Iraq as the villain when angry
demonstrations erupted in sev-
eral southern towns four days
ago, then spread to Amman, :
capital. s

At least 40 people have been
injured. Cars, banks and gov-
ernment buildings have been
set afire in the worst unrest in
the normally peaceful kingdom
since distu ces in 1989, also

~sparked by increases in food

prices. -
"Certainly, a lot of these el-
ements have connections with
Iraq in one way or form," Hus-
sein said during a television

" plan su

interview. But for Nadia Hus-
sein, 38, a widow trying to feed
her large family on about 100
dollars a month, the issue is
economic.

“We lived only on bread and
tea and now | have no money to
even fed bread to my nine chil-
dren." she said in the southern
town of Kerak. site of the worst
violence.

The trouble began last week
when the pro-Western country
more than doubled the price of
bread as part of an economic
rvised by the Interna-
tional Monet nd.

A kilogram (two pounds ) of
bread — a food central to most
every meal in Jordan — jumped
from the equivalent of 12 US
cents to 26 cents.

It is common to see a Jorda-
nian, young or old, who finds a

of bread on the ground
iss it and place it against his
forehead as a ? of respect.

Along with bread, the prices
of more than 20 other food

items also shot up, breaking

‘the budget in many households

in a country where the annual

r capita income is 1,100 dol-
ars.

"We love and respect the
king. but we hope he will heed
our demands and reverse the
rise in bread prices and dismiss
the government ." said Mo-
hammed Dmour, a resident of
Kerak, 150 kilometres (90
miles) south of Amman. In Ker-
ak's New Bakery, owner Al
Kassassbeh said his sales have
fallen 50 per cent in the past
week.

"I used to eat three loaves of
pita bread, but now | eat only
one a day to allow my two sis-
ters and brother to have their
share," said 13-year-old Ageel
Mahadeen. '

Jordanian officials have of
fered no proof ol direct lraqgi
involvement in the protests,

though thousands of Iraqi ex-
tles I%Ir]r in the kin dum.ql'hegr

are believed to include agen
of Iraqi
Hussein.

t
President Saddam

The king has become an in-
creasingly harsh critic of Sad-
dam in the past year, welcom-
ing high ranking Iraqi defec-
tors, raising the prospect ol di-
viding Iraqg into a lederation
and even calling for a change of
leadership in Baghdad

Jordan is much smaler
than its neighbour., but it has
considerable leverage over Iraq,
a country crippled by UN sanc-
tions since its 1990 invasion ol
Kuwait. The Iraqgi-Jordanian
border post remains open and
is the main gateway for Iraqs
imports and exports

A member of Parliament
rf]presenting the Jordanian
offshoot of Iraq's ruling Baath
Party denied any link to the
riots.

"Had the government al
lowed opposition parties to ex-
press t]’)f‘i]‘ views in peaceful

rotests, these parties would
ave controlled their elements
and the homeland would not
have incurred any damages.”
Khalil Haddaddin said.

Delay in paying $ 1.5b to UN

US damaging its own
interests: Experts

UNITED NATIONS. Aug 20:
Washingion's delay in paying
1.5 billion dirs it owes the
United Nations is harming U.S.
interests and can undermine el-
forts to reform the world body,
an independent UUS. task force
said in a report released Mon-
day. reports AP

The repori, sponsored by the
New Yeork-based Council on
Foreign Relations. was prepared
by a group ot experts from
across the LS. political spec-
trum :

"We are damaging our own
interests.” saird George Sores,
the billionaire financier own
interests.” said George Soros
the billionaire financier who
chaired the study

"The United Nations serves
US. interests and the UN. is in
crisis to a considerable extent
because of the animosity to
ward the UN. and the non pay
ment of the dues by the United
States.”

Republicans in Congress

have been harshly critical of
the United Nations and the re-
port is an examination of the
organisation’'s usefulness to
Washington.

"The United Natlons has
served LIS interests well when
US. presidents had a clear and
firm position.” the report said.

But "when the United States
had unrealistic objectives ar
sought to hide its indecision by
turning the problem over to the
United Nations. the results were
often disastrous. ' the report

said,

For example the Security
Council imposed sanctions
against Jrag aller Baghdads

1990 invasion of Kuwait and
later backed the US, -led Gul
War

In contrast when member
states. including the United
States. sought to ﬁmd-r thedr own
indecision about what to do in
the former Yugoslavia. the re-
sults were unaceeptable



