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Bangladesh

Highway Robbery

Nasreen Jahan
Reader. The Daily Star
Road 8, Banani, Dhaka

One of our state ministers
was travelling to Dhaka and his
car was stopped by a group of
dacoits on the Mymensigh-
Dhaka highway. The minister
ordered his escort police not to
open fire when the miscreants
fled away recognizing that the
car they stopped belonged to a
minister and not to a hapless
taxpayer. ....... Let the state
minister and the home minis-
ter speak out. We want to know.

Manir
Manir@ncds.anuw.edu.au .
Australia:

Opening fire and catching
the decoits are not the same
thing. Does the Minister have

. couldn't lock the decoits. Did

the legal authority to give or-
ders for fire? He doesn’'t. In
these circumastances, had the
minister allowed the police to
open fire, there would definitely
be some sort of over reaction by
the pdlice persons and. some
people could be dead. Unless
anybody's life is in danger,
opening: fire is not allowed by
law.

In the context of the politi-
cal situation obtaining in the
country, I think the State
Minister made the right deci-
sion by not allowing police to
fire. f anybody were dead, who
knows, it wouldn't be coloured
as a killing of opposition polit-
ical worker.

But | am surprised police

the Minister ordered the police

not even to catch them? i

Congratulations to
Mr.Golam Faruk Ovi , MP

Kamruz .
kmz3839@silver.sdsmt.edu
USA:

Mr. Golam Faruk Owvi

Please accept my feliciatations
on your becoming a member of
our Jatiya Sangsad. | am really
happy that you could beat Mr.
Rashed Khan Menon by a wide
margin . | hope you will oneday
become prime minister of our
country. | do not agree with
those people who brand you as a
former terrorist. What did you
do? Can anybody produce any
‘papers to prove that you did
anything wrong in your whole
life? Some people are so stupid
as to inkR you with the murder
of Dr. Milon. You had the mag-
naminity fo ask your associates
to place floral wreaths at the
site of the proposed memeorial
dedicated to Dr. Milon. People
of Barisal love you. So, do |.
Because | know whoever wins a
election is a national hero .

-

Difficult to agree. In BD
wingig a election needs strong
source of Money supply: Black

or white, matters little. It is
impossible lor an honest bul
poor man to win in election in
BD. ﬁ

I heard about and read arti-
cles in news papers on the activ-
ities of one "OVI" (forgot the full

—_—

FROM
THE

NTERNET

Md. Mohsin Ali
mohsin@titan.fullerton.edu
USA:

Bangladesh is trying to be on
the Internet with something .Bd
extension for a long time now.
While this process will take
long time., why not setup
Intranet in Bangladesh. Why
not All the service provider in
Bangladesh get together and
connect themselves and make
their own world. Once all the
Intranet setup is done, all you
need is hook up your server to
the Internet once it is available.

Why dan't we discuss about it
in scb. No flames Please!

Andrewv Robinson
andrew@bangla.net
Bangladesh:

Yes, | agree that this is much
needed in Bangladesh and want
to point out that many people
here in Dhaka have been lobby-
ing for quite some time for such
a network (you use the rela-
tively recent term "intranet,”

| but it's exactly what people here

have been sayirg for the last

name, sorry) many days ago. He
was a brilliant student and was '
later mis guided by Politicians |
to join in student politics. Is
this "OVT", the same who
won the FElection with BNP
ticket?

Montaz Ali INF
mali@johannes.abo.fi
Finland:

Hé is Golam Faruk (Ovi) who
won the recent election in JP's
ticket Pushing Menon in the
3rd place,

Saiful Khondaker
sik20@cus. cam. ac. uk
UK: r

Yes, this is the same OVI
(Full name: Golam Faruk Owvi)
who was in ChatraDal and
fought. for Ershad in 1990. Later
he was expelled by Khaleda but
welcomed by Hasina. He won
MP election with JP ticket not
with BNP ticket.

-—Ittefaq as News Reference

Saiful Khondaker
University of Cambridge
UK:
Dear All,

in recent days people are
quoting Ittefaq as reference to
their analysis. Given the fact
that the Editor of Ittefaq, Mr
Anwar Hossain Monzu s a
minister in AL government one
can ask the following question:

Why should one consider

Ittefaq's report as neutral?
We can have discussion

about it.

. 11586
USA:

I think Ittefaque is con- |
trolled by Mainul Hossain not
by Anwar Hossain

four-five years -- an internal

“internet.” or domestic internet,,

or a "Bangladesh-riet"). Such a
network is simple and cheap --
much cheaper than linking to
the Internet through VSAT to
Hong Kong and Singapore, as
the current Internet providers
are doing (and making such ex-
huberant fanfare over).

" But I also want to point out
that some very large lacal busj-
nesses and businessmen (I won't
mention names) are adamantly
opposed to such'a project, un-
less they can monopolize il. or a
sizable segment of it. and use it
to provide data-eniry or soft-
ware development for even
larger, more powerful foreign
firms. Many people might ar-
gue that data-entry and sofi-
ware lopment are exactly
what Ba

be true, but personally I don't
think Bangladesh should sacri-
fice its ability to communicate
within its borders for its ability
to export data-processing and
soltware. Such countries as
South Kerea, Thailand and
Malaysia, which have matured
around computer technology,
had one thing that Bangladesh
lacks -- a strong communica-
tional infrastructure, developed
and operated by Iiron-listed

leaders and firm-minded
telecommunications min-
istries. ’

Can't Bangladesh have both
things -- seftware export and a

‘guage of its choice.

_ adesh needs Yo' stime "
ulate its economy, and this may -

Bangladesh

Internet vs Intranet

national intranet?
Unfortunately, many business
leaders are putling their own
interests in front of the coun-
try's, and the government lacks
the necessary power (and
knowledge about the Internet)
to regulate. things properly. You
ask, "Why can't all the service
providers in Bangladesh get to-
gether and connect themselves
and make their own world?”
And the answer is, quite sim-
ply. they are are' not friends.
They are competitors. They

don't like each other. ;
What I find most discourag-

ing about all this is what may
happen (I'm making a kind of
McLuhian projection here) to
such essential needs as educa-
tion and-language. Bangladesh,
after all. fought its liberation
war over the right to communi-
cate in the manner and lan-
But the
businesses I've encountered
here [and ] include some large
NGOs which operate just like

businesses) are more interested
in turning the country's bright

young minds inte data-entry |
robots for English software and

databanks that will ultimately
serve fereign countries. It's a

shame that Bangladesh, so late
in this infermation revolution.
has not yet developed a stan-
dard bangla language keyboard.

: Both the
profit.interests "ol the loéal
software houses and the inabil-
ity of the government to take a

leadership role on this issue are

. responsible lor this egregious

incompatibility that ultimately
makes it difficult for
Bangladeshis to communicate
over computers in their own

IH]]%UEEP-

The Daily Star invites its readers to participate in the following groups

Jaxing Internet posts to: M. Shamimuzzaman, Page-in-Charge, "Live from the Internet”, The Daily '
House # 11, Road # 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205. We will mail your letters to the Internet and
responses will be published the following week. Letters should be titled and be no more than 100 words.
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Science & Technology

Apollo 16 Lunar Surface
, | “Jo 1

Manu .
Reader, The Daily Star
Chandgaon, Chittagong:

Does anyone out there know
where | can order a paper copy
of the Apollo Lunar Surface
Journal? | don't have Web ac-
cess and in any case want to be
able to read it on my lap in the
living room.

102752 337 7@compuserve.com
USA:

The Apollo Lunar Surface

Journal is an annotated tran-

script of radio trafic recorded
during the lunar surface opera-

- tions conducted during the six

successful landing missions.
The Journal contains extensive
commentary by ten of the
twelve moonwalkers.

Text covering the Apollo 16
landing and activities done in-
side the LM prior to the first
rest period will be available at
http: / /www.hqg.nasa.gov/office
/pao/History/alsj/ on either
Monday August 5 or on
Tuesday:.

e O

ut I'll end this post on a-
positive note: I've also noticed |

that a gt of Bangladeshi expa-

iriates
roviding technical assistapce

o “the hofheland” -- whatever it |
Daniel Phillips

requires. From

within the country,
Bangladesh seems divided into
a million factions and inter-

ests; but from outside the coun-
try -- as the first US astronauts

discovered about our earth --
Bangladesh looks like a

single .organism. | do think
the Bangladeshi expats %re in a
good position o take a leader-
ship role in forcing the counfry
tlo operate as a whole, for its
own interests, and not as a con-
Flomeration of

profiteering fiefdoms that.
like well-tfained money-
hounds, follow the whims and
fancies of Silicon Valley

re very interested in

iaife on Mars

Chuck Buckley
Country unknown:

The goal at this point is (o go
to Mars for many people. The
area lacking is in the coordina-
tion of effort towards that goal.
It is lacking in getting more of
the public to buy into the idea.

There is not going to be much in
the technology side of the con-
ferences, but there are areas
where tremendous strides can
be made. Effort should be made
in making those stirides. A

. yearly conference could keep

people familiar with what other
groups are doing, and give
crossfeed on what works and
does not work.

Stephen D. Schaper

A good movie, with very
good fx and a good story line
glorifying going to and settling

Mars might be very helpful.

phillips@dowco.com
USA:

That's exactly what I'm do-
ing., except it's not a movie. its a
3D game. It's a few years (20) af-
ter the first missions. And it
has lots of shooting (well. it's
not going to do any good if it is-
n't popular, is it?). I'm here on
this newsgroup to try and im-
prove the quality of the tech-
nology part of the story.

Hyttinen Ari
hi513148cs. tut fi
Finland:

| started wondering why net

send a one way mission as the
first manned step. 1 think you
could find enough suitable peo-
ple to choose from whao would be

ready to start a new life on
Mars.

Danny Fagandini
daaf@cerium.demon.co.uk
UK:

That's how the British got
started in Australia.... they
found quite a few suitable peo-
ple beginning 200 years ago.
The outward. then. journey
took about as long as will a trip
to Mars.

It fits. Just a thought.

Frank Crary

Serary@rin tintin.Colorado. ED

U
USA:

Yes. The launch windows {a-
vor that. If you use a minimum

“energy lor near minimum en-

ergy) trajectory, you arrive a
few weeks before the return
launch window opens.

Daniel Phillips
phillips@dowco.com
USA:

Most missions to Mars seem
to have taken about 11 months
in transit. | assume that a close-
to-minimum energy path was
taken in each case. But to ship a
person, does it not make sense
to use a Jot more energy and get
the job done faster?

Specifically, what would the
typical transit time be for en-
ergy paths 2X. 5X and 10X the

minimum?

-
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USA:
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Anonymous
4uone958sk@lal.interserv.com
USA:

Clinton of course is capable
of anything, though it would be

sending people to Mars when he
cancelled the

Exploration Initiative,

Geoffrey A. Landis
geoffrey.landis@lerc.nasa.gov
USA:

Say what? SEI was can-
celled by Congress, and dead as
a doornail well before the 1992
elections, back when Clinton
was just some ex-governor in an
unimportant state down south.

Eric Manshun Choi
; try :

It's interesting that his pro-
posed space summit, chaired by
VP Al Gore, is scheduled to take
place in November -- AFTER the
election.

Daniel
dhilbul @umbc.edu

You know what sounds bogus
to me, was President Clinton
announcing the next Martian
explorer, which is to land "blah,

gni Systems Ltd,
Plot #15, Road #17, Banani C/A, Dhaka 1213
872454 Fax. 831070, 8§

Science & Technoloey

e

strange for him to be in favor of

Space

available on the n-t'
B7-8 Bashati Condominium

2547

Che krly Star 5

Clinton and Mars

blah, blah. Independence
Day..." Now. this is either
NASA, et. al.., pgetting into

staging flashy space explo-
rations to get the public's atten-
tion, or this Martian trip JUST
happens to take place and land
on Mars on Independence day.
Did Viking land around July
4th?

James G. Acker
Jgacker@news.gsfc.nasa.gov
USA:

Viking was supposed to land
on July 4th. but concerns about
the landing site delayed the
landing. Note that the launch
window and the transit time
dictate a similar cruise phase
for other Martian missions.
Thus, it's not a surprise tha: the
next mission will land around
July, too.

Charles Cagle |,
singtech@teleport.com

USA:

That's exactly what it is. [t

is an attempt to rouse the

gullible public to pay for more
hokey science projects.

Fracring Philip G
£q/9240@ucs.usledu

USA: %
'‘Go to the Moon, walk to the
Asteroids’. Well not quite, but I
say it's an adequate answer to
'‘Nothing there but a bunch of
rocks'.

lems with what the temperature
cycling on the moon does to the
volatiles in the average mi-

Walk to th

! think you'll run into prob-

e Asteroids

crometeorite powder that sur-
vives impacts. .

Eric Andrew Sonstroem
sonstroe@ezinfo.ucs.indiana.edu

USA: ‘

Micrometorites, sure. But
what about bigger ones that get
buried? As | understand it, once
you get a few meters under-
ground, the temp is pretty con-
stant.

Richard Hull
ricikchull@neltrix. ne
USA: :

Light is bent by pgravity,

Einstein's 1905 special theory
of relativity. He saw il as grav-

ity curving space, with the light
believing it was traveling in a

| confirmed experimentally
~during an eclipse, when it was
proven the sun could bend rays

which was the basic clement of

straight line. His formula was

The gravity of light

from a distant star.

Henry Spencer
henry@zoo.toronto.edu

-Canadea:

Actually. even Newtonian

‘ mechanics predicts some degree

of bending due to the Sun's grav-
ity. | General relativity -- which
is, by the way, the theory in
guestion, special relativity
having nothing to say about
gravity --predicts *more* bend-
ing.
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know what
The Daily
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