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Govt Must Say No

Thearetically there i1s nothing wrong about em-
ployees of the autonomous or semi-autonomous
organisations aspiring after pension schemes. But
in realistic terms. every enterprise has to generate
surplus revenues and get a revolving fund in place
betore it can quality for such schemes which have
to operate into an endless future. In other words,
extended tinancial security covers do not fall as
over-ripe truits on the laps of employees, these
have to be earned by the sweat of their brow and
that too on a scale beyond the normal range of rev-
enue-carning and financial viability.

Indeed by this basic vardstick. to say nothing of
the dire need to curtail the na‘ional budget deficit
estimated at well over 6 per ceny of the GDP, we are
flabbergasted that six autonomous bodies have
demanded pension tor their t‘ll]{.‘lll]‘rf‘l‘.“n in the wake
of the WASA example.

A straight question to their demand would be
why ask it of the government, just run the pension
schemes on your owtl strength to do justice to your
autonomous status. Why turn to the government
for subsidy. or a loan that could mortgage the al-
ready uncertain financial health of several organ-
isations? Moreover, the autonomous bodies are
not entitled to grants like the semi-autonomous
ones.

What we are peeved by is the unfolding prospect
of a flood-gate opening to pension demands with 35
other autonomous bodies itching perhaps to join
the chorus.

Much as the scrvice associations need to behave
responsibly in the protection of their long-term in-
terests, it primarily devolves upon the government
not to be populist in financial matters. We know
only too well what a ruinous series of things hap-
pen when the government starts caving into pres-
sure. The new government better avoid a ride on
the angry tiger of demands by rolling the tirst ones
back to the organisations themselves to fulfil. The
government can at best determine which of the au-
tonomous bodies are able to run pension schemes
all by themselves and which need to put their
shoulders to the wheel to attain that capability.
The government should accordingly put pressure
on the organisations to give pensions to their em-
ployees and not vice versa.

Quality of Products

A serialised story on consumer goods in a
Bangla daily confirmed the doubts in public mind
about the quality of many daily essentials. Even
the reputed companies are found to be showing lit-
tle interest either in seeking approval from the
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institute (BSTI)
for their products or renewing their quality con-
trol licences. Of the 2174 manufacturing compa-
nies, only 694 mainfain uptodate licences.

Clearly, there is a general apathy towards
maintenance of authorising records and docu-
ments on a continuing basis. If the companies are
so disrespectful of certain mandatory rules and
regulations, the products they market cannot but
be suspect. Funnily, the BSTI has no legal power to
take action against companies that sell their prod-
ucts without its approval. :

It has so far been able to cancel licences of only
142 companies and taken action against 24 more.
All of them had defaulted on renewing their li-
cences, However there are as many as 694 compa-
nies whose licences had expired one to four yeais
~ago, but they remain unscratched.

Once a licence-holder, a company becomes li-
able to legal measures for any violation of rules;
but those manufacturers giving a damn to BSTI ap-
proval -are going merrily about—uncensored
When such is the legal ambivalence, is not it a dis-
couragement for new companies to seek licences
from the BSTI? Also the illegal ventures are helped
by the fact that production and marketing of con-
sumer items without BSTI approval being un-
recorded activities are usually turned a blind eye
to. Such violators, many of them just too big to be
touched,
on their trade in secret and yet the government's
legal arm fails to reach them. But why? The report
has mentioned the names of a number of violating
companies. Can we hope appropriate actions will
be taken against them? The task of applying qual-
ity control laws for the protection of consumer
rights is too important a matter to be left unat-
tended any more. The harm caused by substandard,
spurious and adulterated products can have a dis-

astrous impact on the nation's physical and men-
tal health.

Protecting Haor

A report from Sunamganj carried in this news-
paper yesterday concludes that a higher embank-
ment is the right answer to the yearly loss of Bgro
paddy —- which incidentally is the only crop in the
vast haor area. At present embankments are con-
structed every year but they are not high or strong
£nough to withstand the onrush of upstream wa-
1ers; :

We do not know if solution to the problem in
that district is so simple. Construction of stronger
and higher embankments compared with those
erected every year is not an impessible proposi-
tion. The quesstion is, if that will really address the
problem adequiately. We would rather suggest that
expert opinion's be sought on this matter. It is a
huge problem no doubt because it involves the
livelihood of so many people depending on agricul-
ture in that district. The yearly crop loss has been
estimated at arovind Tk 100 crore on an average.

I  Any haor protection scheme must seek expert
opinion for yet another reason: the consideration
for environment. The Chalan Beel can be a guide in
this regard. That famous natural water body was
turned into a vast tract for IRRI cultivation. The
consequent drastic ‘fall of underground water level
followed by an unprecedented aridity in and
around the area ehuwed that too much tampering
with nature can be disastrous. Certainly we need a

phology of the area.
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are seldom punished. They do not carry

proper haor protection scheme based on geomor-
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instilled sophistication into
lerror as a deliberate creation
of man to f)ﬁ chologically
overwhelm wil FI:'.-‘.I!’ the focus
of his adverse attention. Entire
natiens' can now be held
hostage to terror. More than
drugs and nuclear prolif
eration, terronsm is the subject
ol major attention of civilized
sociely, a potent weapon for
those who lack numbers
weaponry and money. The se-
curity environment in a host of
countries s now bracing itsell
in anticipation of terrorist
sirikes bﬂgh tech equipment
finds itself outdated even as it
coines on the production line —
as terrorists find ways to cir-
cumvent them Terrorists are
increasingly aiming at oft tar-
gris, the Elrl"{‘.‘n of law and order
are 1n disarray linding them-
selves unable to cope with the
variations in the threat percep
tion and the level of sophistica-
tion
The Comununist led regime
in Kabul countered Pakistan s
support for the mujahideen in
the early BOs by a spate of
bombings in the major urban
cities of Pakistan targeting
public places like markets,
transportation modes and its
nogal points. a coward s way ol
inflicting the most damage on
innocent non-combatants The
KGB, acting through their
Alghan surrogates KHAD and
Imhwahlv nurvpurlrd by Indian
carriedd out a relentless
tr::eriat campalgn against
Pakistan Thﬂ' lound willing
collaborators among the many
splinter militant groups ol po-
litical parties inimical to the
Zia regime, Al Zullikar being
in the forelront with primary
support from Alghanistan and
Iuén and secondary bases in
Syria and Libya. Between Al-
Zulfikar's atlrocities and the
rise of MQM militancy therc
wis hiatus for several years
Crinunal elements ol all the po-
litical parties as well as vartous
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Terrorism, Law and Order

Tmhh&ﬂkﬂdffkﬂﬂlyﬂwuthmmcﬂpkwwmmmm There
is vast difference between terrorists and criminals. A criminal's mission in life is profit, as such destruction

. is a secondary objective, if at all. For a terrorist, destruction of life and property is a primary mission.

criminal ga in the city who
had found their birth in the
drugs and Kalashnikov culture
exploited this vacuum. The gray
period between 1988 and 1992
was full of dacoities and kid-
nappings for ransom. The city
was in a virtual state of anar-
chy. dominated by criminal el
ements who had influential
supporters in the government to
provide them protection lrom
the States Law Enforcement
Afcno:'lcs (LEAs). themselves in-
filtrated by criminal elements.
The common citizen had npo re
course for succour lrom any-
hody. the courts were helpless
and prison was just a luxury pit
stop as R&R [Rest and Recre
ationi) for the hardened crimi
nal. The happenings in the first
PPF regime may have been
shocking, what followed later
was even worse. reaching its
zenith during the Chief Minis
tership of the weak but garru
lous Muzzufar Hussain Shah
who was a puppet on a string to
his own advisor on Home Al
fairs who ran him as well as a
parallel crirmnal state within a
criminial state In short. the
state became part of the terror
i1 was m:[};prmrrt to counter. i1l I8
very much in danger of becom-
INg s0 again
The last spasm of terrorism
in the city which potentially
remains the most dangerous is
the MOQM paolitical protest that
turned into a violent reaction
against the forces ol the State
i e Operation Clean UP. Apolo
gists would have it° otherwise
Operation Clean Up was a nec-
essary operation and as [t was
carried out tnitially it served its
purpose | e to establish the rule
of law in this major urban port
city al Karachi. However some
ol the militaty hierarchy In
control in particular of those
ISI's Internal Security, deliber
ately sel out to locus only on the
MM while turming a blind eye
to the militants of all the other
political parties and other
criminal elemen's including

Ihe drug mafia. not averse to us
ing them where it suited their
rsonal. sellish purposes

ile the uniformed tre un-
der Commander Corps Reserve
made considerable progress in
‘winning a war without bloody-
ing swords. ' their success was
severely undermined by the
men inmufti led by the then
Head of Internal Security in the
ISI. a major general who as a
Brigadier was directly respon
sible for the Ojhri Camp ansr.
that caused more than a 1000
deaths in Islamabad and
Rawalpindi. In any other coun-
try he would have been held a«

Today the Rangers are still offi
cered by the Army but with the
intertor Minister as a sirict
poiniman. the Army has re-
stored its good name somewhat
a brilliantly focused anti-ter-
rorisini campaign breaking the
back of urban terrorism in
Karachi. this singular success
in so short a time having no
paraliel in the hisiory of mrban
guerrilla warfare. However. as
we have seen in the brutal mur-
der of 14 innocent! activisis on
their way to a political rally as
receritlv as August 14 less tham
a week ago and the retaliation
iras |han four davs ago the

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

conntable. here he was deco-
rated and promoterd His hand
picked 1S] Det Comd in Karachi
ralsed. funded equipped
trained and directed .the
Aaqigis. a faction of MOQM dis-
sidents from its previous care
militant group
How a government can coun
tenance nurturing and protect
ing a terrorist group eHaEen
logic and beliel The Dr Jackyl
and Mr Hyde existence of the
State s intelligence functionar
ies who even as they carried
‘Mehrabs” on their forehead
indulged in orgies of wine and
wortiet) in so-called safe houses
symbolized allairs which con
tinued till their wholesale re
moval from positions of au
thority soon alter (yen Waheed
took over as COAS. lerminating
the wild west Dodge Clty "occu
jed land” atmosphere preva-
ent thatl was giving the Ariny a
bad name The Army's with
drawal from direct nvolve
ment! w1 Karachi was one ol the
hest decisions ol this decade

forces of terrorism are not en
tirely crushed By the ill-ad-
vised policy of not targeting all
terrorist elements in Karachi.
terrorism remains very much
alive and well in the city
Another round of urban ter
rorism is likelv if a course cor
rection to locus on all terrorists
irrespective of political, reli
gious or ethnic colour is not
carried out immediately The
Federal Government create
conditions conducive for nor-
malcy by launching definitive
socio economic measures in
tandem ol democratic Initia
tives. In not doing sa they may
have lost a golden chance to
dangle the carrot. A vacuum has
been created by the destruction
of the entire MQM middle lead-
ership. Il Is vitally necessary to
immediately hold Local Bodies
elections to fill that gap The
masses give short shift to gov
ernment-sponsored and im
posed politicgl leadership, the
Hayeeqis are a living witaess 1o
this. In not filling the vacuum

of leadership at the grassroots
level by genuinely lBr

Bodies election. the ECNE:THMII‘,
destroyed the much success it
has had in the urban battle-
field. Having countered {error-
ism successfully in the field,
why has Gen Babar's team of
Ranger and Police lost the battle
for the hearts and minds of
Karachi s main ethnic popu-
lace? All pointers are that en-
tire MOM cadres may have
to ground in self-contained
cells and may be training and
consolidating for one single
deadly purpose. to rise and
sirike as a coordinated force
with greater results

Terrorista has to be tackled

differently from the normal
means employed to maintain
law and order There is vast
difference between terrorists
and criminals A criminal's
rmssion in life is profit. as such
destruction is a secondary ob-
jective. if at all. For a terrorist,
destruction of lile and property
is a primary mission. Crimi-
nals may wary and proliferale
through a broad trum of ac-
tivity in pursuit of profit. as
posed terrorisis are usually
small in number and very dedi-
cated as.to their mission. Crim-
inals may fear loss of their
lives in ac(.nmpiiuhin? their
mission. terrorists put forward
their life as weapon in the suc-
cess of their objectives. One can
go on and on but the im ant
thing is that while criminal ac-
tivity can alternately lead to
anarchy the only objective of
the tertorist is to bring about
anarchy i.e the collapse of the
State. If one adds the counter
factor of State terrorism. the
resultant mix is a time-bomb

thankless job lest they run
afoul of the very laws they seek
to eniforce. The major issue sub-
verting Gen Babar's success is
the high-handedness of the
LEAs. arti::ular] the Police.

Five year r.h.cy had been
into the s in fear. holed
up in their Police Stations in
sincere apprehension of life
and limb -while Rabin-Hood
type militant gangs with wide
public sxgport provided rough
justice. all one man's ter-
rorist is the other man s free-
dr?m }'E:t ter.mEmwergm from
their s with a pen-
chant to make up for lost time,
the action of the LEAs tend to be
counter-productive.Their spe-

cial target is the youth of
Karachi and their method of
operation is to accost any youth
in the street, unless he coughs
up money he is branded as po-
tential MQM terrorist. Many
poor parents have had to hand
over their life-savi to free
their children from t vul-

tures. What do you expect these
impressionable children to do?
Even if one in 100 reacts. a core
of effective terrorists is being
formed. in essence creating a
conducive recreating ground. By
failing to control the LEAs the
whole exercise has become

counter-productive.

If immediate steps are nn-l
taken which are political
ture and economic luh
stapce socially. the city of
Karachi will return fo another
spasm of urban terrorism worse
than what we have witnessed
till 1985 but the mental alien-
ation of the Mohajir commu-
nity will never be reversed. The
ethnic and religious schisms
have still not been

loited by these interested in
m.lnun's destruction but they

can be unless we birld ourselves
together and create conditions
where terrorism can never be
nurtured let alone have places

waiti io tear the foundations
of the :
The sound of the

forces and modes of counter-
terrorism is therefore of vital
importance to safeguard the se-
. The forces
ol law and order must be kept in
check even as they perform a

curity of the country

of sanctuary to eperate from.
Only sound. nutur;rvmmm
must equally exploit both the
carrot and the stick to create a
conducive environment that
will allow, the citizens of this

city to breathe the Pakistani air
with freedom.

T was about to happen ag-
ain. But the lack of
conspirators ran out 1his

time and the nation was saved
from a possible blood-stained

lra%_h .
e sudden arrest of the
three of the 1975 coup leaders is
said to be linked to the anti-
state conspiracy as Bangla-
deshis prepared to mourn the
murder ef gangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

curily sources said the
conspiracy was unearthed "at
the nick of time and security
has been tightened further for

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,

cabinet members and her close
relatives.”

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam, Bir Uttam. confirming re-

rts of the plot to assassinate

me Minister Sheikh Hasina
told this writes on Friday that
action against the three coup
leaders {ca]led by one party
newspaper "freedom fighters!?")
were based on sensitive intelli-
[f,enee report and the whole af-
air will be made public once
the vigorous investigations,
now underway. was concluded.
‘I cannot divulge anything
more about the conspiracy now
because the matter is being in-
vestigated,” the mimnister said,

e tall and the ever smiling

minister has not changed since
the first time [ met him in 1965
in Lahore, Pakistan. My mar-

father and the home min-
ister were close associates in
the days leading to the 1971 in-

. 'dependence war. In the decades

that I have known him, | can
say confidently that he is a man
who gets what he wants and the
conspirators befter be prepared
for the consequences,

The probe reports on the
conspiracy should bhe _niade
public as soon as possitdr -

"September By-pells“

Sir, The above captioned
editorial (DS-6 Aug) is a timely
well thought pointer. On this |
would like to add that no con-
testing party will remain saint.
Each will contrive (fair/unfair,
covertly/overtly ...) to win over
uthere In th: 6th JS poll, a
dominant party has amply
shown this. Whereas, a restrain
would have brought better im-
age for them. Due to that, lo-
cal/regional /western digni-
taries came to observe the
fairness of the polls. Now only
for 5 per cent seat, we cannot
expect them to come as same
guests. So in absence of them
the contesting parties will
have free hands to show might.
They will contrive either to
win seats or to gain political
grounds. "Losing one or two AL
vacated seats to opposition
would earn some credit’ as

envisaged e analyst (DS-
Aug ?} may }{:cceme disastrous
too.

But The DS has rightl
mentioned that this time E
will have disadvantage as nut

under a neutral govern-
me I think the decision
taken to change-over from
CTG, before by-polls are com-
pleted, is myopic one. Because,
it was the by 1_Msmll (Magura)
isode that obdurately intro-
uced CTG idea. Whereas, no
civilised nation has perma-
nently adopted such system
an sides this,
general polls, EC was more
powerful organ of CTG, as polls
was prime objective of that
government, But under pre-
sent set-up, by- Lﬁh are a rou-
tine aﬁnir theme, "fair

poll cannot be expected under-

a party government” will gen-
erate much heat/reasonable-
unreasonable questions. The

Of Conspiracies, Boats, Paddy
Sheaf and "Psychological Itches"

On August 15, the national mourning day, Bang!adenm werr_;mned in their grief by eminent ent world lmderl.
including President Nelson Mandela of South Africa. The question is would a personality like President

stead of keeping them shut in
mmiistry’'s vault, as in the past.
People should also know why
Lthere were nearly two dozen
abortive coups during the
téennure of slain president Ziaur
Rahman and who were the key
figures behind those attempts.
Over the years. specially
since 1991. | have come across
human reactions about minor
things which 1 would like to call
‘hological itches.” ,
uman psychology is a comn-
plex matter and psychiatrists
are forced to obtain specializa-
tion to understand the subject.
Recently 1 was in Chandpur
district to write a story on a
subject that got little impor-
tance in the Bangladesh press. |
hope to write about it next time.

I accepted an invitation
from a local friend before re-
turming to Dhaka that to a

pojnt where the Dakatia.
Meghna and Padma rivers
meet.

The waves and the mad
whirlpools where the three
rivers meet frightened me. but |
was overhelmed by the courage
of fishermen crying their luck
amidst rain in that very dan-
gerous area.

I took some shots for my al-
bum as a souvenir that would
gernind me forever the courage
of these fishuerme.., some ol
whom waved back at me when
they realized the camera lens
was focused at them.

In Dhaka. as 1 watched the

Mandela join any ceremony that would bear the mark of "injustice?"

. IN FOOL'S PARADISE?
by Nadeem Qadir e

ants our very helpful office

Samad pointed to one pic-
ture saving. "5ir. this is a nice
picture.” Encouraged, | asked
should 1 file it for AFP and he
replied. "Yes. it is nice."”

Off went the picture and
eventually released on the AFP
network. The day after it was
front paged in Dhaka's The In-
dependent newspaper as a
matcher for their Hilsa fish
story to my great surprise. "Nice
picture. but it could be taken as
a political one.” commented a
senior colleague.

"Political”. I wondered why
and yes — it is the "boat" — the
Awami League's election sym-
bol. So. does that mean we
abandon all the boats across
Bangladesh and opt for ferry
service, but then one may find-
"Koko"(!?) story there too.

In the May 13 tornado in
Tangail 1 found majority of the
survivors were injured by "fly-
ing rice seeds" which the
whirling winds found good use
As a weaporn against its victims.
Around the area rice paddy field
were left flattened.

| asked a colleague to take
pictures of both the injured and

- the rice fields. The first one

could not be avoided, but my

colleague reasoned the second
could be looked upon having
‘political angle” as the June 12
general elections were not far
away. | was dumb founded. He
was relerring to the paddy sheaf
as the election symbol of the
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Dal
[HNFE;I.

Later. when | put the two in-
cidents together 1 quickly
solved a third puzzle. It's an oil
painting by my sister called
"The homecoming.” The paint-
ing. which hangs in my office
room. shows paddy fields and
Muktijoddhas (freedom fight-
ers) returning home on boats to
Jubilant Bangladeshis. Some
didn't like it saying it had a pro-
Awami League slant.

So they overlooked the
paddy fields and only focused
themselves on the boats. It is
simply an art work by an ama-

teur artist who happens to be a

daughter of a martyr.

e question is then what do
we do with the "Plough" [Jatiya
Party) and "Dari Palla" or scale
(Jamaat-e-Islami Party). Re-
place them with traetnrs and
spring balance?

The last of the psyehelogir:al
itches is supporting the repeal
of the Indemnity Act that con-

government officers once again
will likely to be implicated in
!la scene not as a servant

uf the Republic but agent of
government (previously of a
neutral government). The issue
of voter ID will come up to
isolate fake. In a densely popu-
lated zone, it is humanly im-
ssible for a polli ent to
ow all faces with descrip-
tion, more complex in case of
female voters. A by-poll makes

it more, as people from non-

pull areas can infiltrate.

In suech case, ID card is an
ideal solution. As per last CEC,
ID card could be issued to all if
6th JS poll held during April
'96 or later. But for some un-
known reasons that project

has been kept at a low key. It

" will be better if EC can issue

ID cards to all by-poll area vot-
ers before poll. Since huge
public money has been allo-
cated, the government has a
duty in this regard. _
other uncared area is the
"Suksma Karchupi”" prone an-
tiquated ballot paper. It is
blank on its reverse side.
Whereas, some detectable se-
curity markings should have
been there. So that, when
folded (in private booth) it can

be dia lahahle from an or-
aper at the time
ef dre in is way a virgin

ballot in taktn out by inter-
ested individual by dropping
an ordinary folded paper. %

lots used in other countries,
(the same way/type) should be

e

mnﬂy another guestion
of preservation of cast/counted
ballots has come up, as re-
counting needed. Protection
against fire, theft or other
causes of unforeseen damages
will be needed. Otherwise,
doubt and suspicion will natu-

rally grow wildly in the public
mind. This time, curiousness
will also mount up as kins of
ministers and ex-ministers are
contesting the by-polls.

I hope, somepne in the EC
and in the government would
spare some time to bring pub-
lic into full confidence about
poll matter through this col-
umn or by a press release,

A R Elhuudhury
H#39, Rd#11, Sec# 4,
Uttara, Dhaka- 1230

Bumpers and ghosts

Sir, The Home Ministry
has passed a directive to put
off all sorts of bumpe
car, jeep, microbus, bus etc.
To me its illogical but of
course to the decision makers
in the ministry it's very much
logical.

If you take a survey you will
find almost all the vehicles
having bumpers are owned by
the individual or small private
ﬂnmpang ‘and the vehicles
without bumpers are owned by
gnvernm:nt organisations,
corporations, army, navy, air
force, police, BDR, and multi-
national companies. The rea-
son behind this is that, if any-
thing goes wrong. the private
owner has o spend money
from his or her own pocket to

Ealr the same but incase of
others it does not go from the
official's pocket rather from
the public excheguer or from
the company's pocket. That is
why you will find, maest of the
government-owned vehicles
are in real shevy condition and

rivate owned vehicles are in
ter sh and last long.

This decision is a sheer
'‘passing the buck' technique,

r from -

home mlmslrj,r and traffic de-
partment are applying. They
cannot implement the traffic
rule properly that no rickshaw
or baby taxi can break the
back/side light of the vehicle
rather where we are taking
care by ourselves, they are
pulling down our legs. Can the
police authority explain, why
most of their trucks, vans,
pick-ups are with steel nets?
This is also ille%a.l and unlawful
as per traffic law, which the

are showing us to put off all
the bumpers. Will they put off
all these nets? Or is law only
for us? |

It shows, government
comes and goes and the ghosts
are there as always they were.
It is something like — as the

overnment does not have ve-
icles in good condition we
also do not have any right to
have vehicles in good condi-
tion. I don't have anybody in
the government hierarchy t
save myselfl frnm putting uff
the bumper from my car but
what government wﬂrde when

an MP or a secretary riding a
Pajaro or Nissan Petrol with
built-in bumper? Will govern-
ment ask them to put off the
bumper?” As a general citizen
of the country one can only
pray that the vehicle of the de-
cision maker lose the
back /side light and get the
pains as we take.

We hope, this government
at least will follow the lo ir:
and will not be guided by t
ghosts -of ministry who a]wu}'u

misguide and pull the trigger
keeping the gun on other's
shoulder. May Allah bless this
country, en];r Allah can save
r

¥

stitutionally bars the trial of
in the 1975

those involved

bloody putdth.
Many of my

were

friends abroad
surprised when - they
learned that our constitution
carries such a clause and said it
was a shame for Bangladeshis.
[t is only human and natural

for anyone who believes in jus-
tice and stands against any-
thing that is wrong to

tl'tertpcalirﬁnfﬂm-ct
so considered pro-

hwlml Le '
On st 15. the national

mourning day. B deshis

were joined in their by em-

inent world leaders, mch.ﬂllz
President Nelson Mandela

South Africa. The guestion is
would a personality like Presi-

dent Mandela join cere-
mony that bear mark
of "injustice?” 3 "8
- The writer is the special
respondent

wuh m.

OPINION

Perhaps God in His heaven
smiles and the whole nation
turns still to listen the shouting
match ol our newly elected
members ol the national as-
sembly.

Their rough delivery and
hoyish manner to outsmart and
outperform each other have
hadly dashed the hopes and ex-
pectations ol the electorates.
They are fighting with the
styles and not with the sub-

I stances, commernled a Westem

diplomat. Insiead of debating
national tssues serigusly. that
confront this one of the poorest
and most crowded countries of
the world. our irate legislators
are busy deciding whom to
blame for their own failings.
Governmerr policy to fight
fire with fire to contain o
sition parties may backfire and
ultimiately push them to streets,
the natural political seed-heds
to pgrow vicolence and derail
democracy and development.
Among the House newcom-
ers. there are many pe]iiica]
businessmen. American pafr
your wife to stay faithful”
icy may work wonder well in
our courntry al this point of
time. Our government can if-
troduce a bill in our 7th Na-
tional Assembly. giving all the
3:30 Honourable Members of
Parliament a hixury tax free car
and a king size residential plot
at Gulshan or Haridhara in ac
cordance with their choices. (o
ensure healthy and congenial
alinosphere in our tastefully
decorated Asseinbly House,
However. | like »to remind
our honourable members that
ouUr younger generation may no
longer endure a political system
that does not respond to the
needs of the ill housed. ill-clad
and ill-nourished ordinary cit-
izens.
Nation needs an extremely
clever long-term economic and
political strategy for growth
and for its role in the South
East Asia. While the European
linion is looking lorward to a
lederal future and Japan and
high growih Souih Asian na-
Lions are (rying to globalize
economic and corporate activi
ties and favour a border free
world we cannol sit back and
keep our borders closed 1o oun
neighbours  India and Bangla
desh were most important
allies during our liberation war
and still a love-hate rela-
tionship exists hetween India
and Bangladesh Thousands ol
brave Indian soldiers laid down
their lives tor our ireedom.
Bangladesh needs India as

this country from the ghosts.

M. Zahedul Anwar
DOHS. Dhaka

much as India needs Bangla
desh.

k Land locked eastern states of
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India. like Assam., Meghalaya.
Nagaland,. Monipur,

and Tripura need free access to
our sea ports, road and rail
network to reduce shipping
time and shipping cost. As eco-
nomic activities are npow mov-
ing far beyond natienal bor-
ders. thanks to the new found
authority of the UN:
Bangladesh should gladly pro-
vide port and transit facilities
to India. In such a case ygans-
portation tirhe for Indian goods
from factory foors to our sea
ports and (rom easterm states to
other parts of India will be re-

duced from weeks to hours.

Thousands of new jobs will be
created in service industries

and whole region will be ener-

gised economically. This zone

will become low-skill cheap
labour ‘'manufacturing base of
East Asia. Our trade cit with

India is deepening al an
alarming rate. and such strat-
egy may turn the tide in our
favour. Our Government 'will
also get a badly needed new
lease of life. These sorts of re-
gional cooperation for devel-
opment will help overcome geo-
graphical isolation and conse-
ﬂuentiv bring windfall divi-
ends for both the countries. It
will be a win-win situation and
there will be no losers. Billions
of dollars will be invested to
build regional infrastructure.
Toll roads and toll bridges will
be built by private investors to
facilitate Indian motor vehicles
and  lorries 1o cCriss-cross
Bangladesh. Even European in-
vesiment banks may be tempted |
io take stakes in such ventures,
as they have successfully fi-
nanced English channel tunnel
linking France wilh England.
According to Western politi-
cal analysts, il India is to play a |
larger role in the world and
wants to have more say in the
world institutions. notably the
United Nations. it must come to
terms with its small nriﬁh—
bours, I India adopts love-thy-
neighbour policy. USA, UK, and
France the champions ol
democracy, will not find it easy
lo deny India. the largest I
democracy of the world (with
tolal population of 950 million)
its righttul place. a permanent
seal i1 the Securnity Council.
I
Enough is enough. millions
of Hindus, Muslinis and Shekhs
were hrutally killed during the
past fifty years in the name of
religion. We must come to our
senses and try 1o cultivate the
art of political compromise.

Despite differences in languages
and beliefs we must not hrﬁ !
that we are all born out of

saine cultural womb




