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SYLHET. Aug 1 With a
view to saving the vast tracts of
Boro lands within the haor
rotection embankments in
Eunamganj from the slrong
waves of waters, raising the
heights of the embankments
have been demanded.

Once surplus in foodgrain
production, Sunamganj a dis-
trict in the north eastern re-
gion of the country has become
a poverty-siricken area for the
last few years due to the fre-
guent attack of natural calami-
ties like repeated floods, flash
floods, hailstorm, drought and
others.

All these natural calamities
have made the life miserable.
It is stateable here that, almost

JHENIDAH, Aug = ‘%
Farmers of Mobarakganj Sugar
Mills authorities are bein
Elw:n training on Int;:ﬁrat:

est Management (IPM) sys-
tem, to raise sugarcane output
and control the massive pest
attack. This environment
friendly system has been
widely accepted by the local
farmers.

According to sources, Root
borer, Topshoot borer, steam
borer and Whitegram, these
four types of pests are harmful
to sugarcane These pests re-
duce the production capacity
of sugarcane by 20 to per
cent.

Matiur Rahman, General
Manager, Mobarakganj Sugar
Mills said that ane field
is mainly affected by the root
borer pest between February
nd March, by "Topsheet

and October. F further Cl
ﬁu f&nﬂhncf natode tiilre also
able for ham perin e pro-
dt:itiun of sug _arcmis the gen-
er

From Igb: 1] Siddiquee

all the 10 thanas of Sunamga nj
district are in the .luw—lgir ag

¢ mo

area and called haor area.
paddy is the only cash cr op
ﬁrnwn by the farmers in !  he
istrict. So, whenever nat\ jral

disaster occur le of the
area are directly Et.

According to an off jecial
source, crops worth belt' geen
Taka eighty crore and Taka
ninety crore are being dam-

aged every year solely ¢ jye to

the reason of natural cal: amities

in the district for the l: ist few

Unofficial sources claimed
that. the loss would be around
Taka one hundred ¢ :rore. a
year. Most of the 19 || akh -
ple of 10 thanas totall y deggfd

Environment friencdly IPM system
gains wide p opularirty

From Our Cor respondent

‘borer” between J une and July,

"Steam borer” be :tween August
and Septemt ,er and by
"Whitegram” b¢ :tween August

lia

f iaid.
It was 0 jrther informed

thal among tl i1e diseases "White
leal™ diseas' », Steam

root rotten, ' [op rotten and leaf
dying diseas jes are also harm-

full to st jgarcane.
Iswardi-17, %

of sugarca ne are affected by
the disease s,

rotten,

Mainly
8 and 19 variety

Mobar: jkgan Mills

Sugar

authoritie s told that the dis-
eases an d

controlle 4 with three

cesses li ke chemical process,
biologic ;al

mechan jcal process. In IPM

pests are mainly
pro-

process and

Crops on one lak'h hectares
of land dama ged by
flood in Gorjalgan;j

From Our Corres pondent

GOPALGANJ, Aug ['»: Four
children died and over three
lakh people were affected by
the eurrengteg:ﬂut.gtlng flood
that dama -1 i rops ,
on ‘dver one lahtlin ﬁ&cpﬁariu i:;f -
land in the district, it was re-
ported.

About 500 kuticha houses,
50 shops and 15 godowns
were washed away by the cur- ’
rents of Modhumati river in
Chapta, Ratoil, Ghonapara. and
Puranpur under Kasiani thana.
Borfa, Sutfa, Kekaiua, Suktail,
Modhupur, Manikdha and Go-
bra villages under Gopalganj
sadar thana and Ramchandra-
Bur. Kushli, Ghohordanga and

athgati ﬁl::geu under Tungj-
para thana of the district.

District flood control room |
informed The Daily Star corre .
spondent that 1825 kutch: 3
houses were completely dam -
aged while 4925 such houst :g
were partially damaged affec -
ing about 14,623 familie s
They also informed that abc ,ut
12 educational institutio ns
were damaged completely ¢ ind
about 30 educational insti tu-
tions partially during the ¢ -ur

rent devastati

catt l¢ head and ul
die 4 for want o

po 1ltry feed.

al so prevails forcin
d rink contaminatet
F osing them to various dis-
€ ases.

[lood.

I' n addition huge number of
birds
fodder and

" Scarcity of drinking water
people to
water ex-

Adequate relief, house
building materials, and drink-

ing water are the c need
of the affected peupgmg

District flood control room
informed, a total of 100 metric
tons of rice Tk 50 thousand in
cash, 100 tins of biscuit, 250
pieces of sarees and 250
pieces of lungis were dis-
tributed. Five lakh taka as
house building grant and 5,000

ieces of sarees have been al-
ocated as relief for flood af-
fected people of 12 unions of
Gopalgan| sadar thana, nine
urons of Kotalipara thana,
seven unions of Kasiani thana.
seven unions of Muksudpur
thana and five unions of Tungi-
para thana of Gopalgan] dis-
trict, the officials said

on growing boro paddy. But,
about 6 lakh acres of cropland
in the district remain
'unguarded’ in the face of natu-
ral calamity, which may be
saved by errecting embank-
ment hiﬁher in height.

No effective step was taken
yel to save the huge croplands
from the clutches of calamity.
About 70 per cent of the farm-
ers who are poor and marginal
cultivate their Boro lands with
much hopes. But, hilly floods
from the upperstream inun-
date the vast tracts of paddy
lands almost every year giving
a serious blow to the farmers.

Some official reports say,
crops worth about six hundred
crore taka were damaged by

}'stem firstly the percentage
of pest attack and disease will
be checked through massive

Sources further said that in
Mobarakganj Sugar Mills zone
area almost all the sugarcane
farmers were trained to intro-
duce IPM system. Mobarakganj
Sugar Mills authorities further
informmed that to control pests
and diseases the country has to
import pesticides and
medicine worth crores of taka
every year. But in following
IPM system crores of taka

would saved, as well as the
coun would be free from
environment pollution.

Abdul Karim, 42. a farmer
of Mobarakganj Sugar Mills
zone area told that aplp]ying
[PM system he got satisfactory
results. without using any pes-
ticides.

the natural calamities in
Sunamganj district during the
Jast 7 years. It includes, crops
worth Taka 21 crore 17 lakh
in 1988-89, Taka 124 crore
63 lakh in 1989-90, Taka 44
crore 75 lakh in 1990-9],
Taka 125 crore in 199]1-92,
Taka 80 crore 5 lakh in 1992-
93, Taka 125 crore in 1993
94 while about one hundred
crore in 1994-95.

Though embankments are
being constructed or recon-
structed almost every year
with a view to saving the crop-
lands within the haors. from
the clutches of untimely floods
and flash floods, but. these are
in fact giving no result, many
allege.

Huge crops damaged by calami’(ies in Sunamganj every year ;

Proper impleme:ntation of haor
protection sche:mes demanded

i

JHENIDAH : Stagnant water near Kabirpur food godown in Sailkupa thana,  — Star photo

i

Two manpower
agents cheat
25 youths
From Our Cﬁeapt}ndﬂnt

PABNA, Aug % As many as
25 poor unempldyed youths of

Pabna sadar, $ujanagar and
Atgharia thanas of Pabna dis-
trict have allegedly been
cheated by two fake agents of
manpower exporters. The
agents allegedly took huge
amount of money assuring
them to send to Malaysia for
employment but did not send
anyone as yet.

The two alleged cheats are
Hazrat Ali alias Ratan and
Nasiruddin Rafig, both sons of
Taizal of village Kazipur under
Santhia thana, police said.

The victims have submitted
a memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner and another to
the Police Superintendent,
Pabna, to immediately enquire
into the matter and take legal
actions a st the two cheats.

They also met the local
journalists and sought their
cooperation in recovering
their money.

Yloung housewife's
body found
floating in pond,
sent to morgue

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 19:
Nikli police recovered the
body of a young housewife from
a pond and sent it to the
morgue of Kishoreganj sadar
hospital for postmortem to
find out the cause behind her
death.

Police sources said, the
body of Parveen, 20 wife of
Golap Mia of village Gurai in
Nikli thana was found a float in
a pond near the house on Au-

st 12. No mark of injuries,

owever, was found on the
body, police added.

Family sources said, the
victim who was suffering from
hysteria went to the pond for
washing clothes in thé after-
noon and reportedly drowned.

A case of unnatural death
was registered with Nikli po-
lice station in this connection.

SYLHET, Aug ') An exten-
sive Rural Electrification Pro-
gramme has been taken up for
15 thanas of Sylhet and
Sunamganj districts recently.

The preliminary works on
the seven-year project would
be started from the current fi-
nancial year while the project
is expected to be completed by
2002-2003 official sources
said adding, two separate Palli
Biddut Samities namely, Sylhet
Palli Biddut Samity-I11 and
Sunamganj Palli Biddut Samity
would be formed. The Sylhet
Palli Biddut Samity-1I would be
comprised of Companiganj,.
Jaintapur., Gowainghat and
Kanaighat thanas while
Sunamganj Palli Biddut Samity
would be comprised of Ch-
hatak. Shulla. Derai. Tahirpur,
Dharmapasha, Jagannathpur
Jamalganj. Biswambharpui:

| Extensive Rural Electrification
plan in Sylhet, Sunamgang

From Staff Correspondent

Mady anagar, Doarabazar and
Suna

j sadar thanas.
A ‘iotal of about Tk 250 crore

wou ld be spent for implemen-
tation of t?le
un+«ier
Proogramme  5th
talgen up by the Rural Electri-
ffic:ation %oa.r

ese two projects
Electrification
phase -'A

Rural

d (REB). Sixty per
cernt of the targeted expendi-
t'ure would be met from for-
e:ign assistance while 40 per

icent would be from local

fundings.

Under the projects, eight
substations will be constructed
in the districts of Sylhet and
Sunamganj while about 60
thousand electric connections
would be given. It includes.
domestic, commercial, irriga-
tion pumps. small industries
and others.

The source further said that.
about 4.000 kilometre new

lines would be constructed
while about 450 kilometre old
lines of PDB would also be
taken up by the samiities.

~situated in the north-eastern

Gowainghat aml Kanaighat
thanas
areas had also been lying un-
derdeveloped for
completion of the project. the
said areas wouldl be
highly, it is expe cted.

It may be staterl here that

part of the country’ Sunamganj
and Sylhet districts had long

been ]a%ging behiind in respect
of development. 'Besides, the

whole of Sunamg:inj district is
a low-lying zone, due to which
minimum com munication
facilities as well as electricity

is absent there.
Cpmpanyganj, Jaintapur,

ocated in the remote

long. On

enefited

Faults detected

in degree
result book

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 1': Faults
have been detected in the re-
sult book of Degree (Pass and
Subsidiary) examination, 1995
published by the National
University on August 8 last.

It is observed that in page
87/3 the partial results of B55
|Pass) candidates of Belkuchi
College bearing Roll Nos.
141696 to 141710 are recor-
ded as the results of Nachole
College, Chapainawabganj
under tabulation Batch No. 87.
The original results of Nachole
College are recorded on Pags .
No. B86/4 in the sam e
tabulation batch.

Besides, the results -::-_f the
only BA (Pass) candidate pear-
ing Roll No. 28823 is 1¢ rorded
in Shﬂ.h!ﬂdpur GDvF_[‘ﬂ]ngﬂt
College on Page No. 19/3 un-

der tabulation Batcli No. 19.

Lathe machine workshops
tnvolved in making

tllegal arms in Khulna
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Aug 19: There

are allegations that unautho-
rised
pipeguns are heinlgl made in
some of lathe machi i
ries of the cjty. police.sources
said. ' ;

rearms, parficularly

ne facto-

Miscreants are getting

their firearms from these lathe

=

42 days
old baby
murdered

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANDBARIA, Auge 19
An inlant only 42 davs old
was mercilessly stabbed 1o
ddeath by two nisoreants al
Moishair wnmuler Ashingong
bhandar thana ol the (istrict
recently. accorching 1o police
O

Loy this cotres tionr Ashin
pong police arrested one ol
the alleged niiscieanns. Ab
dul Harmd whde the ot et
Stihiraty Mia o waas alese o

The cavse of the e ket
was ol koownr Ll owrnhog
ol 1 s |r1mr1

machine factories ejther on
payment or through intimida-
tion. These firearms are al-
legedly being utilised for dil-
ferent crimes including mug-
gings and dacoities ih Aty antl
elsewhere. In killirigs the mis-
creants are also using the lo-
cally-made unauthorised
fircarms, police sources con-
firmed. According to reliable
sources, police conducted raid
in some of these lathe machine
factories. but failed to recover
any unauthorised firearms.

KRecently. an employee
named Zakir (25) of a lathe
machine factory was severely
wounded when some miscre-
ants attacked him for refusing
to accept an offer for making
pipeguns. The alleged miscre-
ants did not stop here, they
further demanded ransom of
Tk 10,000 which was also re-
fused

Knowledgeable sources be-
lieve that there are several
thousands of pipeguns and pis
tols in the hands of miscreants
and terrorists most of whom
have now gone underground

Press confce at M'bazar

Re-nationalisation of
Pubali Bank demanded

From (OJur Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. Aug
Employees of the Pubali Fank
Limited have demanded re:-na-
tionalisation of the bank lo
save its huge property from
misuse. and to protect its: offi-
cers and employées frorn the
oppression of the bank man-
agement.

The demand was put up in
a press conference orgenised
by the Moulvibazar rejiional
unit of the Pubali Ban k em-
B{Iﬂyfrs union

oulvibazar
branch

The leaders of Moulvibazar
unit claimed in the press con-
ference that all employees of
the bank are being haras sed by
its management. They also
stated that a critical sitiaation
has been created in the bank
after wviolation of a coiatract
which was signed betwee n the
management and the CBA

The union leaders also put up a
series of demands inchiding
enhancement of salaries and
giving bonus and expandiing all
other facilities

Replying to a question ., the
union leaders falled to mer ition

Saturd ay at
Chomitihana

the figure of profit earned by
the bank during last financial
ear but claimed the Pubali
ank Limited is a profit earn-
ing organisation.

When asked how was it
possible to implement the
demand of re-nationalisation of
Pubali Bank. when the nation
15 in the way of market econ-
omy. the union leaders said. it
is one of its demands. But they
wanted protection of their
service,

Tragic death
of 2 brothers

From Our correspondent
KISHOREGAN.) Aug |'y; Two
brothers met the tragic
and of their lives when they
went to take bath in the river
near the house on August 11.
Joy. 8 and Bijoy. 6. son of
Idris Mia of village Junglebari
IMuslimpara) in Karimganj
thana drowned in the Narsunda
river and their bodies were re
covered later, wilnesses said.

RUPWA threateris to
boycott all games

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Aug 1'r: The Rajshahi Univer-
sity Players We lfare Association
(RUPWA] threatened to boy-
coltt attending all university
games until thi2 university au-
thority implemn ient: their eight .
poitl demard by August 20,
otherwise RUP'WA also threat-
ened to lock the University
Physical Depar tment.

The RUPW.A disclosed its
decision at a press conference
held at Rajshiahi University
Press Club la:st week. Abdur
Raquib Montco. convener of
RUPWA. regretted that though
repeated assur ance from Vice-
Chancellor Prof M Eusuff Ali,
police from the Universitly
Gymnasium were not removed.
For this reason practices of
E]a}rfrs have been severely

ampered since long.

Owing to practice facilities
Rajshahi University team could
not participate in the inter-
university badminton competi-
tion in the last few years.

The eight point demand ol
RUPWA includes supply mod-
ern sports instruiment naming
swimming of the University
after the name of swimmer,

Saiful Islam Nannu, a gold
medalist of inter-university
swimming competition {rom
Rajshahi University and to in-
-{rodiiee- BPEd course' ynader
Rajsihahi University. , . LBy
i afijur, Rahmds ) Mentoo.
Thawhidur Rahma; also spoke
at t'he press con’erence.

Acid attack
on couple

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Aug 19 - A
cotiple recently came under
al tack hy some  alleged
miiscreants who threw acid
o them at Murbo Srikol
village 1 Sripur thana ol
the distict,

Police sources milormed.
Sannr ddhn o oond tns wile
Johorin came under adid
attack. by some alleged
nuscreants when they were
asleerny lollowine their pro
test o anti-sos vl actvilies
ol thi alleged nuscreants.

A case has been lodeed l

willi Sripur  police. The
vict s are unider treatment
i fsadar hospital

People of Kushtia town cry foramenities

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Aug |'v K ushtia
town having a first rade
Pourasava fails to provi des its
citizens with minimun i basic
amenities. Its deplorab le con-
dition of roads, abs =>nce of
proper drainage sysiel n, mos-

uito menace, frequer it power
ailure, inadequate: street
ight, shortage accs ymmwda-
ﬂ%hn. unhygienic cor .dition of
toilets, tr jam, r yush)oom
of side wunautho-

rised shops, abseni e of play
. unlawful co nstnu.ction

of houses vidlating ' pouriishava
approved plan are all ciausing
sufferings to the town
dwellers. :
it may be melntioned tha

ion of the P ouras;ava has
increased but a menn.ies are

not being expanded in com-
parison. Although area of the
town is expanding with the in-
crease of lation but the
Pourasava mu&ihd to provide
the town dwellers with mini-
mum civic amenities. Some of
the roads have been kept in-

for months together

ignoring the sufierings of the

Pﬂﬁﬁ Chandra Roy Choud-

hury street of Courtpara and
Rezwan Ali Khan Choudhury
roads are the examples. The
dwellers of Courtpara became
agitated with t delay in
construction of the road. They
hlncpk:dﬂftl&: RCRC road E:
cou ys protesting y
in completing roads.

The road side ditches and

arbages are nol cleaned regu
Fﬂ.ﬂy and these have gradually

turned into the breeding cen-
tres of mosquitos, town
dwellers allege. Mosquito me-
nace has made life misérable
in the town. Mosl of the sireet
lights in the town area have no
bulbs. As a result the ared
plunges into darkness just
after sunset and the anti social
elements become active at that
lime

There are no public toilets
or sufficient urinals in the
town. As a result le have
to defecate on roadpm drains
or other places polluting the
environment Although Kushtia
Pourasava has been upgraded
to first class but there is no

p———
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No centre for proper

treatment of Filaria
1n the country

From Tareq (_howdhury
RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY, of woman. It appears, only a
Aug |% A considerable num- small percentage ol persons

ber of people ol the country
have been suffering from Fij-
laria. a disease .attacked by
aracytes for a long. Owirg to
ack of governmental and non -

governmental initiative this
disease turned into a social
problem,

A yearlong invesitigation
conducted in 1995 4t all 11
untons of Kishorganj thana un

der Nilphamary dist rict reveals

that some 0.80 pe r cent

le out of 268 %01 pecople
ave been infecte o with filarial
diseases. Of th.em 054 per

cent are fema''e and rest of

0.26 per cen: ATE
tients

According; to this invest iga-

are male

tion resul’,

are infected and complication
develops gradually in the
course of repeated attacks. the
report added.

The skin and subcutane ,,,¢
tissues are greatly thick sped
and affected portion ¢ ,f the
body enlarged. The dis’ .55e de-
velops in two stages V',7 3 viz in
acute stage, i1 filari? | fever and
swelling of limbf, gecurs at
least 2 to 6 times g year lasting
for a week. I n tF e second stage
of the illne 58 the blockage of
bloods vess els in limb nodes of
the body tiik es place after the
12 to 15 ye ars of first attack
and it conlir yues upto death.

The ref,ort observed that
the filari a1 disease can be

infected people
do not F.now how to treat Fi-
laria. Th,e investigation. also
says th?.t marrying of an female
iniecte d with the diseas: is a
great problem in this area.

A ccording to the stucly, the

cured bY taking some early

measure in stage like early di-
osef. of the disease and by

taking an i filarial drugs.

In Ba'ngladesh there is no
exact deita about filarial pa

KUSHTIA = Unauthorised shops have heen erected bv the side: of NS Road. Pourashava

authority seems reluctant to evict the establishments.

. s N - — Star photo
s . B . v e  health officer or Sanit

In- elements and the location is concerned. With the rise of Filiiria dominant arrca of the tients. Northern arts of

spector to look after the health not favourable for town number of vehicles on the one | country are Nilpharaary. Gai- Bangladesh, specially in Nil-
oblems of the town dwellers. dwellers, many allegecl. The hand and the increasing num- | bandha Rangpur. Rajshishi and phamari district the filarial
nhygienic condition of the then deputy commissioner ber of pupulation everyday. som's other tropical parts of patients are more than other
ordinary hotels and restaurant constructed t for use as the country. Uwnfortunately parts of Bangladesh, according

of the town pose health haz-
ards. Adulterated food stuff are
freely sold in open places of
the town. Narrow footpaths in

a playground of the ofticers’
children as it is nearer to offi-

cer's quarters, Another chil-

thesre is no centre for proper
ireatment of the diacase
According to snurvey,

to submitted project paper.
This disrase is a serious
health, hazard and public

Traffic congestion s most
acute in Majampur gate where

bus stand is heinf operated for the
n

¥ S
b

o ';:h; .-:I_. k.
» -
- g ':..m:'l-

— Star photo

dren park was establish«>d by - view of the: number of infected females are  health pro'olem in most of the
the town area are encroached the social welfare depart ment gﬁzm;;‘:}::'ﬂr vehicles ne'wy || more than male in each area.  hol veglornis of the world. the
by various shops rn.lk.lnﬁ the but that location also do' not bus terminal has been pro- The project paper titled: project naper added. In the
space more congested. More- fulfil the requirement of the sed to be construct at "Report on Filarial Disease of

over there is no adequate sup-
gl(v of drinking water. Scarcity

drinking water prevails as
some of the water pumps re-
main out of order due to negli-
gence of Poura authority.

no chil-

park is now under
the possession of anti-social

town dwellers.

The traffic jam caused by
buses, trucks and other vethi-
cles and by the ricksh:iivss
within pourasava area h e.ve
posed a severe threat to the

been aggravating every day on
the very nose u?‘the authory ties

hourhash on Dhaka Kur;htia
road. But construction ¢f the
bus terminal 18 yet to be
started. District admini stration
has issued an order th at trucks
will not be allowed (o enter
into the town dur ng certain

ing violated.

Kisorgan] and of Nilphamari
district’ submi (ted recently by
Abdur Rahma',, Biswas. a M.5c.
Department
of Rajshah', University under
supervisior; of Assistant profes-
sor Ananc,a Kumar Shaha, says

student of Zr,ol

' - ' There is virtually .
- : : ] . : rs of the day to vd trafic | that Fila fa occurs particularly  Fieople believe that there was
KUSHTIA ' Fruits are being unloaded infront of a local market creating traffic jam grﬂll p_:rt in the town. One dwellers. The problem fias hou bl t!thr_ lﬁ::: :: i the liwibe and 16ss e be treatmsent for Maral die:

\ quently in the arms and vulva

conclusion of project paper
the rerearcher said qu{:lﬁ:g
the injected people that there
Was 10 treatment facilities for
the ‘infected people from gov-
em'ment and non-government
inl tjative. The project student
a) so sald that the infected

CASCS.

E——_




