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BJP expels 8 ministers,

3 MPs in Gujarat

|

'

NATO troops blow
up 1st batch of
tllegal Serb
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Gunmen kill 18 Shiite
Muslims in Pak Punjab

COLOMBO. Aug 19: Sri  which she said was driving the ] - = ISLAMABAD A ; ) ;
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= sage to mark the second an | major crackdown on the dissi- from the party were ¢ term.” BJP spokeswomdh hun!ctreds o Sicaes ol Gt small village e it ind unusual in Pakistan

for peace and unity to end the
protracted Tamil separatist war

niversary of her taking oflice

dents in Cujarat. the ruling

immediately dropped by the

Su Swaraj said.

band Bosnian Serb munitions

ovince, killing 18 peop
Ejunng 100 others. a Shiite

for people to carry Weapons,

|
said the objective of her gov- Bharatiya Janata Parly ex- Chief Minister from his council "Vaghela was thrown out of | 1oday. implement Operation | incbor sk’ s arcic it AD particularly in the countryside.
ermment's war against the sepa lled eight ministers and three  of ministers and recommended the party for indiscipline and V-2 6 a Reestorm of £ R The gunmen leapt out of ‘a
ratist Liberation Tigers ol egislators ifrom the primary to the State Governor Krisnapal there will be no compromise on | Serh criticism and at least one Hasan Turabi. leader of the van., spra the crowd with
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was peace membership of the party for "Hmﬁ: tndrotgun- that issue.” She told AFP [ thwent 2 o Mecaler Tehrik-e-Jafria or Shiite bullets gr their dead com-
We are meeling the armed anti pﬂl’t}" activities, rtptlrtl ree M who were ex- Her comments came after t ...I..h'r irst smahl dﬂl}flif_'lﬂﬂ Movement. said seven gunmen rades _]'UII]IH:' back in the vehi-
attacks of the LTTE with a well | PTI jrelled by the are Kirit Pa-  several Vaghela supporters | was set off at about 0800 (0600 | armed with automatic rifles cle and drove off. according to

lanned military campaign
ut nilitary means alone can
not solve the minority prob

The ministers who were
dropped and expelled from the

ministry headed by Suresh

tel hﬂﬂufaﬂ. Vit i Shah
(L1)ehgam and Jorubha
Cihau (Mandal).

dismissed from the BJ
the "Gujairat Janata Parishad”
Sunday and vowed to take on

formed |

GMT).” said a NATO source who

asked not to be named.

and machine guns sprayed bul-
lets into a Shiite funeral in Wa-

the Associated Press of Pak-
istan.

lems of Sri Lanka ' Ku | Mehta and BJP were Transport AFP adds, India's Hindu Na-  the Hindu nationalist group AT i T e s | vt sl sosstheast of the camta. Al of the gunmen wore
maratunga said. "Our guly goal Minister C K Praulji, Pan- tionralist Party was in a crisis The BJP one of India's most | peen .ju_g' and all units are in No one has lﬂkﬁﬂ'l‘.ﬂﬁpﬂ!‘l&ir- | m;ﬁj.cimﬂn[re?:l F Hf
a icials so far have

in this war is peace.

She said the biggest
achievement of her government
was the capture ol the northern
town of Jaffna where the LTTE
maintained a de lacto state for

chayat Minister Atmaram Pa-
tel. Minister of State for Pan-
chayat Ranjitsinh Jhala, Min-
ister of State for Ports Umesh
Rajyaguru, Minister of State for
Sports and Cultural Activities

todi:1y in the western province of
Gujiarat after a group of dissi-
dents formed a rival group.
casti ng a shadow on the state

e atiya Janata Party

disciplined parties, has been in
turmoil in the industrial state
of Gujarat since Vaghela re-
volted early this year. almost
bringing down the state gov-

crr;vnac_ nt.
- Vaghela has announced that

place "

The collection and destruc-
tion of munitions found ille-
%;:,Ll.y stored in Margetici. near
okolac. on Au 5 is expected

to take most of the werek

bility for the killings but
Turabi is blaming a militant
Sunni group., whose own mem-
bers were attacked and killed
last week

"It was a massacre.” Turabi

refused comment. but there was
speculation the killings could
be revenge for last W ay's
shooting deaths of 12 militant
Sunni Muslims belonging to

five years till they were driven Vithalbhai Radadia, .Deput (BJP) a that it would | e (bt e Ansoc _ Sipah-e-Sahaba or Guardians
out after a series of operations | Minister for Transport Vipul- overcoime the split. but would the new party would be for- art”ﬁ:ﬁ;f’;ﬁf’a‘:ﬁnﬁmi el e ﬁ':::]dfwﬁmséﬂfi of the Friends of the Prophet.
Hmﬁ U{.mbﬂr i f Eiéaud}:ar}r Iv.n['l)‘.r!:':l:?‘r E“hfti;ihr gﬂ tikf bﬂl"ih\f ml:i?mwhut oader  mally lsunched at a massive | under a metre of earth to force gunmen just opened fire into After those killings in the
owever. she made no refer ucation Man uhan vhanke:“sin ela was rally in the Gujarat capital | ] :
ence to the military's worst set ok 4 . P the blast down and contain the | the c southern port city of Karachi,

back in losing a garrison of
1. 488 men

Pro-Moscow leader.
ready to talk peace

e S E T cmaEem T IR e e o —

and Deputy Minister for Rural

Development. Madhubahi

Thankur

sacked | ast week.
"Sonw le may with
him but it will not have any ef-

Ahmedabad today which he
said will be attended by more
than 250.000 supporters.

with Russians

MOSCOW, Aug 19: An uneasy
ceasefire appeared to be holding
in Chechnva. despite mutual re-
criminations as the pro-
Moscow leader in the indepen-
dence — seeking region prepared
to discuss peace eflorts with

hundreds ol Russian troops in
the heaviest [lighting in 1B
months.

President Boris Yeltsin ap

pointed Lebed as his special en- |

voy in the region and gave the
Security Council. ol which

o

: gered a

sound and debris.

NATO troops upgraded their
protective clothing ause of a
threat made in a note written in
English and handed to a NATO
patrol in Sokolac on Saturday
evening.

In addition to the written
threat, ation Volcane trig-
owl of protest from
Bosnian Serb authorities on
Sunday

63 shot dead
in Algiers

CAIRO. Aug 19 . Armed fun-
damentalists killed 63 people

including women. elderly
ple and children. on a mﬂrﬂj~
tween Messila and Batneh

The state-run news agency.
however. said there were six
gunmen and three of them were

many group members blamed
Turabi s Shiite organisation. a
charge he denied.

———————— e

Peace in Somalia .

Pro-Aidid faction rejects
UN offer to mediate

MOGADISHU. Somalia. Aug
19: An official of Semalia's
mosd ul faction Sunday
rejected the possibility of a UN-
sponsored fteconciliation con
ference of warring factions in
Somalia, reports AP

In a letter to the Security
Council, Jama Mohamed

Ghalib. the sell-styled foreign

ered by the United Nations and
the United States as an obstacle
0 peace.,

Aidid's son. Hussein Mo-
hamed Aidid. succeeded his fa-
ther August 4 as the interim
president of Somali ublic,
which is not recognized by Gen
Aidid's Somali rivals or any
other colintry except Sudan and

Russian ministers. reports Lebed is secretary. sweeping _ f the Arah | minister in Hussein Mohamed Libya. .
Reuter. powers to halt the bloodshed. Eilltlv.rhmn;i:vu ﬂ‘;{;'tnd:\r r:- Aldid’'s sell-declared govern- Ghalib claims the transi-
Doku Zavgavev flew to Lebed’'s contacts with the | : ment. sald that an oléer fromi tional government — formed by

Moscow on Sunday and told In-
terfax news agency he would
meet security supremo Alexan-
der Lebed, who is invoived in a
bitter power struggle with Inte-
rior Minister Anatoly Kulikov
over handling of the 20-month

separatist leaders last week led |

to a loose ceaselire which was
consolidated at talks on Sunday

between representatives of the |

rival commanders in the re
gion.
But Lebed faces stifl opposi-

ports AFP.

The massacre was carried
out by a commando unit of at
least 100 men who had set up a
false roadblock on the road”
and nmp[‘wd Iwo buses packed
with civilians. the newspaper
said, gquoting witnesses

the United Nations to mediate
constituted "interference in the
internal affairs of Somalia "
Ghalib was reacting to the
August 13 council resolution
whieh urged the warring So
mall faction to hold peace talks

16 pro-Aidid factions last year
— is the only legitimate repre--
sentative of the Somall people
and says there is no need for
reconciliation conferences.
(ihalib is considered an in-

fluential and powerful 9 player

conflict. tion from Kulikov, whom he ac- : following the death of [actior behind th
. . . Security lorees in Algers did 0 clon ol e younger Aidid.
- Zavgarfv.u?ﬂm_deinlfs thha:t b ﬂ; r;;lispﬁlt::ih?#fth:-i"m[lﬂ not confirm the massacre. | leader Gen. Mohamed Farah  “The holding of such a con-
?dn:n pr!‘,]ﬁh m; ;5} nid {}u}k_ A exing Lne pa |F which would be the worst in the | Aldid. The council suggested the ference or conferences is there-
Sa € might also hoid talks  peace. He asked Yellsin on Fri- country since 1992 UN might mediate such a con- fore groundless and ‘out of the

with Prime Minister Viktor

day Lo sack Kulikov. but Krem-

ference.

question.” he said in the state-

Chernomyrdin. lin sources were guoted as say- 4 . Somé UN diolomiats i {. "The Security €
’ tlli‘issian forces lost control E that the ministcr's job was : StUden[S begll'l ently saw Gen. K'Cﬂdli :'ft::: a;l "”;:"“”F :ﬁ*ugrt to ﬂll'“;i:l::
B8 e Cheehen cRpIN Gitoany - Seic: . | US President Bill Clinton (R), his daughter Chelsea (C) and wife Hillary look at his 50th - a new possibility for peace talks UN's destabflization pro-
after separatist fighters The outcome of the Kremlin G k Band . : : Lo : f ﬂt . ROK in Somalia. gramme and to give the Somali
launched an offensive on the inﬂghtm% remained as unclear | JPirthday cake “':3_ unday at a reception in New York. President Clinton will later attend dal IHE a5 Aidid, who died of gunshot Transitional Government a
city on Augu?.t 6 and killed as the Iuture of Chechnya. a gala at Radio City Music Hall in New York to celebrate his birthday. — AFP/UNB photo - wounds August |, was consid- change
_‘ F
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Mandela to quit as ANC chief in '97:

Nelson Mandela will step down as president of the ruling
¢ AMfrican INational Congress (ANC) in 1997, the ANC's national
e; tecutive m said in a writers statement Sunday. AFP reports
freym Joh: winesbnrg. bt

7 The AMC will hold elections for the next ANC president, as
for .other .official positions, in December 1997, the statement
said, Mandela informed the ANC's national executive com-
mitte> of 11is decision during a three-day meeting in Johan-
nesbui g wliich ended on Sunday, the SAPA news agency said.

1st :round. of polls end in Labanon:

timidation and gangterism with opponents who accused them
of sacrific ing Lebanon’'s sovereignty. Counting continued
overnight a nd official results were expected on this morning.

Russiai 1 plane crash kills 10 aboard: »

Russian carg © aircraft carrying a crew of about 10 crashed near
Belgrade's Su ircin airport early yesterday, and it was feared

contact with the control tower and all

its navigation
instruments we e out of action.

Demands for PM’s remov

al intensified

King Hussein blames 'Iraqi
sympathisers' for rioting

AMMAN. Aug 19: Jordani
Army units took fnntrol'Pg}
roads leading to the capital and
other major cites today follow-
ing riots over bread prices
which King Hussein blamed on
"Iraqi sympathisers” reports
AFP.

The southern town of Karak,

between the town and the rest of
the country had not yet been re-
stored.

An indefinite curfew de-
clared by the army in Karak,
some 180 kilometers (110
miles} south of Rere, has lifted

Earlier report says: Kin
Hussein blamed people link
to Iraq for two days of rioting

that followed his governme:nt's

deeision to deuble bread

. but said the distur-

" bances, the worst in Jondan

since 1989. had now been
contained. reports Reuter.
“The situation is totally un-
der control.. everything lias
been very quiet in the coun-

fortres town of Karak, confined
:ﬁ a curfew and army troops

er the ‘riots erupted there
last Friday, rejected allegations
of foreign involvement and szaid
the s dismissal of their
concerns wpuld only fuel re-

and those suspected of violent
protests were being rounded

The King said.in the felevi-
sion interview: 1. belieye Lhere
were foreign parties  involved
in the riots and our investiga-
ﬂ;n is going to show all of

L

In a arate interview, he

explicitly linked the unrest to:

Iraq, Jordan's one-time ally. I

thies toward Iraq. he said.

His statement was the most
direct accusation against Iraq
since riots broke out three
days after the government
doubled the price of bread, a
staple food for the poor who

lence sparked iy a sharp rise
in bread prices have intensi-
fied pressure on Jordan's
prime minister to step down.

police intensify
war of nerves

SEOUL. Aug 19: Weary stu-
dents an fainti ay as
thousands of riot police intensi-
fied a war ol nerves, trying to
end a six-day holdout by rat:fk:al
youths occupying two Seoul

campus . buildings, reports
Reuter. -

Ambulances rushed six stu-
dents, some uncopscious, to

~ i ;
ot ol the Dutldings ot Yonest

University in western Seoul,
wilnesses said.

"Four of them were female
students. They must be sulfer-
ing from dehydration and ex-
haustion,” one witness sajd.

Lebano11's first round ol parliamentary polls has ended after a where the violent protests re- (ry,” he said in an interview think. sir. some of these peo- Thousands of riot i

hot batt le in the Christian heartland, Reuter reparts from ported on Friday, remained un- shown on state-run television E:e (in the riots] are known to | outside t}?glmrn buil pﬂhaﬁ

Beirut. _ der the authority of the army on Sunday nlghl. people who were either ed- cut off supplies to the students
Goveriirnent candidates traded charges of bribery. in- | meanwhile and telephone links  But people in the ancient ucated in Iraq or had sympa- | since early Saturday to

them into ending their demon-
stration for reunification with
communist North Korea and
surrendering.

Court orders

© students
JERUSALEM, Aug 19 : The

there were nc¢» survivors, the airport control tower said, AFP for two hours today to allow sentment. form a majority of Jordan's 4.2

I'EP%EE ffll-nml'?i ?:g,}:%q;']dnt T, e ; res::itdelrilts to do their shopping Information Minister million people. ' Arafat gOVt to B MmN s Y
1€ liyus ; : near ine airpor and then reimposed, official Marwan Kar : - 2 . \ . Eemen

west of the cag 'ital and burst into flames. The aircraft had lost | said. 2 o would mﬂ‘;ﬁhﬂ];ﬂd curf:: AP adds: Three days of vio free unlversuy Ross Perot, the Reform Party's candidate for president,

......

makes a point during his acceptance speech on Sunday at
a rally held at the Valley Forge Convention Centre.

1

— AFP/UNB pheto™

' Palestinian Supreme Court or-
dered Yasser Arafat's govern-
ment on Sunday to release 10
university students jailed with-
.| | out charge since March, report
41 AP. ;

! The Palestinians attorney
general. meanwhile, accused
human rights groups of con-
ducting "an organized cam-
| paign’ against Arafat's Pales-
4 ' tinian Authority.
| The students from Ramall-
lah's Bir-Zeit' University were
jailed in a roundup of about 900
Islamic militants conducted at
Israel's urging after four suicide
bombings killed 63 people in-
side Israel in February and
March.

About 300 suspected mili-
tants remain in Palestinian
prisons, but only about 50 of
them have been charged.

Palestinian lawyers filed an
appeal in June saying the stu-
dents continued detention vio-
lated Palestinian law and nor-
mal procedures of due process.

Attorney Khader Shkirat
said he expected the students to
be released late Sunday night.
No confirmation was imme-di-
ately available from the Pales-
tinian Authority.

Yeltsin ma y be sent abroad for surgery:
Russian Presider it Boris Yeltsin's health is so poor that the
Kremlin is conside Ting sending him to Switzerland for double —
bypass surgery, T\ me magazine reported, quoting an unnamed
source, AFP report s from Washington. _

In its latest editi on, the magazine also said it obtained a copy

- of a July medical r eport ﬂrdcn'n% "urgent measures” because
Yeltsin heart was co nstructed by blocked arteries. The situation
worsened in part |>ecause Yeltsin pave up his prescribed
medicine and went ¢'n a drinking binge, Time quoted a source
close to Yeltsin's secu 'rity service said. .

» -
HK film-mak er wins Silver Leopard:
Hong Kong film-maker Clara Law took the Silver Leopard prize
for new cinema at the L .ocarno Film Festival on Sunday with an
Australian production, "Floating Life," organisers said, AFP re-
ports from Locarno.

Top honours at the 49th edition of Switzerland's biggest
festival went to French director Claire Denis for "Nenette et
Boni.” whose lead actor:s Valerie Bruni-Tedeschi and Greogire
Colin were also hpnoure 'd with prizes.

2 newsmen re manded in Madrid: »
Madrid court on Sunday remanded in custody two journalists
from the pro-Basque sep:iratist newspaper Egin suspected ol
involvement in a bomb :zittack on a textile factory, judicial
officials said. AFP reports: from Madrid. | |
The two, Fernando Aloinso and Andomni Murga, were bein
investigated for alleged Involvernent in an attack on August 1
against a textile company :it the northern town of Salvatierra,
regional government official s aclded. Following a police raid on
the Egin editorial offices in Hernani town on Sunday regional
authorities also said that documents "related to possible
targets” of the Basque milit:an!. separatist group Eta had been

Off the Record

Ghost train
NEW DELHI: A train engine travelled' 110 kilometres on its
own through southern India, and was only brought to a halt
after workers blocked the tracks. a newspaper reported
yeslerday, says AFP. :

The diesel-operated engine began moving suddenly late
Saturday near the town of Medak and then picked up speed and
raced away, to the horror of its two crew members who had
stepped uﬂ)i'ur a rest, the Indian Express said. -

The panic-stricken driver alerted the nearest railway sta-
tion, and officials flashed emergency messages throughout the
region. The engine was stopped near Nizamiabad by placing logs
and iron staves across the tracks.

Soﬁ-hearted lion

BELJING: A hi% strung lion in a South China zoo0 was so
shocked at the sight of water pouring into its cage that it keeled
over and died, becoming the latest vi¢tim of widespread
ﬂmdin% rEElorts Reuter. .

The Liuzhou city zoo has losl 82 animals — a quarter ol its to-
tal — since floods submerged 90 per cent of its cages last month.
the Beijing evening news said on Sunday.

Staff at the zoo tried to move the animals or raise the ground
level in the cage; but many of thf:dbtasts were too frightened and
uncooperative, the newspa said. :

Devp;aﬁstati floods sﬁcpﬁcmﬁs central and southern China
last month, killing at least 2.700 people and leaving hundreds

of thousands homeless.

Man who vowed to live
for long turns 114

SAN RAFAEL, California: When Christian Mortensen, then
90. rolled into his retirement home on an over-sized tricycle

reglementary time in the Shi'ite suburb of Beirut, arguing that they were already
~ waiting inside the station to vote. Lebunese voters turned out in force yesterday for the
first parliamentary elections in four years despite Christian opposition calls to boycott

— AFP/UNB photo

the polls in protest at Syria's dominant role in the country.

Clinton's decision — a bitter blow to anti-landmine supporters

ant, farmer ploughing his field
or a barefoot child at play.

Laudable as these measures
sound, however, they represent

tion for the place ynu want to
use them." '

pitulation to military oppo- — to depopulate entire regions,

nents of a comprehensive ban
on anti-personnel mines was a
bitter and unexpected blow to
those who favour outlawing the
upilg of all landmines, reports
- IPS.
In his decision last month,
Clinton declared that the

United States would discon- generate an unstoppable mo-  that the army shouldn't wer to a global ban to- are generally well-protected SRy .

tinue using so-called "dumb”" mentum. In antigilgmtinn .of volved in hgmanitaﬂan pro- ﬁrd rapip&ﬂrﬂinghtﬂm join- from %andnﬂnes. as in Bosnia, dgfmhﬂs Dﬂ; ;é“ti:; m'aﬂﬂf M irac ulﬂus

mines (those which remain such a decision, Germany grammes. ing 38 other nations (inc ud.h;f where sophisticated mine detec- 'E#CE?‘ i 2y Faind iﬂl‘ﬂ f PRAGUE: Two Chinese men were tied up and thrown from
lethal indefinitely) except in (whose arms industry is a prime Almost alone among the major US allies) that have al- tors and de mining devices pre- ~ SOphistication. a’; “T' ?E:t war | 1he ninth floor of an apartment block in Prague on Sunday af-
the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) source of landmines) was re- many efforts to eliminate obso- ready enacted unilateral bans, cede every NATO sortie. e t‘;']?n tx‘tgglen: interest. | CIT0OD hut both Appear to have survived, the Crech news

between North and South Ko-
rea. It would also continue to
use — "until viable and humane

alternatives are developed” — so

called "Smart" mines thaj self- W gave Germany, and landmines has achieved a re- Landmines occupy an am-_  farmers in Cambodia, Angela. {agon has been experimentin white communist -era tower blocks. by a report that. people were
destruct after 120 days. many other nations, still sit- markable degree of consensus. biguous role in thg arsenals of Vietnam, M%haniatnq and  with a wide range of "non-let being held at gun point

At the same time, Clinton ting on the fence the chance to In the space of just four ' the many regular and lar ~ other areas of former, or cur- weapons” that it claims would They found no guns but rushed the two injured men to a
vowed that the United States create s of their own: years, a coalition of 38 national armed forces that utilise . rent, conflict. More than 100 gupplant destructive landmines hospital and arrested four other Chinese :
would support ations to- "“This is not a ban," declared overnments, 450 organisa- Justified as "defensive wea- milllon landmines lie buried In  with various devices that tem- * of the two men. who fell about 25 metres (80 feel). was in
ward an international agree-' Democratic Senator Patrick s, and prominent individ- *.that protect barders from 64 countries in the develop'n arily stun or disable would- | 2 ¢ritical condition with head and chest injuries but the other
ment to ban all anti-personnel Leahy after the announcement. -uals — including John sion without attacking world where they are trigger attackers without catiging | W2® less seriously hurt, CTK said.
landmines. - "A ban does not make an excep- Paul Il and Persian War  adversaries, they have in fact by the mere fooifall of a peas- them permanent harn.

!

present policy.

In the weeks preceding Clin-
ton's announcement, many ob-
servers expected the UWnited’
States to join the more than 35
nations that have imposed bans
on landmines, and use its im-
mense political influence to

Ez;tcdly considering its own

By making a glaring excep-

tion in the case of Korea,

a sizable step backward from .

Leahy was the chief sponsor
of a one-year moratorium on
US landmine production and
use passed last year by
Congress, which the Pentagon
is seeking to reverse. Some in
the department even resist ef-
forts to develop improved mine-

clearing technologies, arﬁuﬁlﬂ -

lete and unnecess weaporis
systems from a still extrava-
gant Pentagon arsenal, the in-
ternational campaign to ban

appeal for a comprehensive

al ban on the production,
sale, and use of landmines.
President. Clinton himself
keeps' a landmine on his Oval
office desk, claiming the gesture
is a testament to his ¢onviction
that they should be abolished.

Yet when he had it within his

he backed off with the feeble ex-
planation that he almﬁly
couldn't risk a breach with his
chief military advisers.

disrupt agriculture, obstruct
transportation, and damage
economic assets.

More than any other single
weapon, landmines accelerate
modern warfare's pernicious
trend toward the larggting of
civilians. Indeed. cofmbatants

Landmines kill or maim an
average of 25,000 civilians each
year, not on the battlefield but
the croplands of unsu ting

Landmine activists have
made an impressive headway
on this issue in part because the
manufacture and sale of land-
mines — they cost as little as
three dollars a piece to manu-
facture — don't gonerate as
many jobs or create as potent a

olitical lobby as, B-2

ing technology than their po-
tential replacements.

For several years, the Pen-

in 1972, he vowed to stay for a long time, reports AP.

agency CTK reported, Reuter reports from Prague

Police and medical autborities would gt elaborate on the
report. There was no indication of a motive for the attack.

CTK said police were called to reply, a district of gray and

telli

"I'm Danish and I'm here to stay.” Mortensen remembers
the staff at the Aldersly Retirement
Rafael, about 15 miles (25 kms) north of San Francisco.

And stay he did.

Now thought to be the oldest man alive, Mortensen cele-
brated his 114th birthday Friday.

ommunity in San




