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Move to ln._p children lake EeXAIMmS

Lankan army, Tigers may
hold ceasefire next month

COLOMBO. Aug 18: The Sit  ICRC would escort government
the

Lankan army and Tamil rebels school examiners 1o
are expected to hold a cease northern Wanni mainland
fire next month to enable where hundreds ol students

were expecied to do whe lests, |
He said AP adds Navy patrol |
vessels destroved a small

Tamil schoolchildren to take
their school examinations, the
International Committee ol the

Red Cross (ICRC) said on Tamil rebel boat olf 5ri Lanka's
Sunday. reports Reuter. northern coast, killing at least

It said the government had eight rebels. a mili official
asked the IC to help con-  said Sunday
duct the national examinations Eigihd other rebel boats jn |
for "A" level students on the the area were also damaged in
northern mainland, where a . Saturdays skirmfsh ofl the |
three-week old battle near a coast of Vettilaikerni. abeout |
rebel-held toewn has displaced 300 kilometres (187 miles) |
more than 200.000 civilians north of the capital Colombo, |

said Maj Tilak Dunuwills. a
military spokesman.

There were no f[atalities
among the navy, bul one of its
boats was slightly damaged

The guerillas are [fightin
for a homeland in the nort
and east for minority Tamils,
accusing the majority
Sinhalese of discriminating
against them.

from their homes.

"We will be discussing the

stics of the exams with the
Defence Ministry soon." ICRC
spokesman Marco Weil told
Reuters.

"We expect a ceasefire from

tember 2 to September 22
to allow the children to take
their exams.” he sald. Under
the proposed’ agreement the

considered
slep

bloodshed.” Pulikovsky said

Fightings cast doubts on
Chechnya ceasefire

GROZNY. Russia, Aug

Sporadic clashes hrnu 1
Russian and Chechen lurces
cast doubt on whether Lheir
commanders would be able 1o
work out linal detaills on
Sunday for lasting cease-fire to

the 20 month war, re AP.

Gen Konstantin Pulikovsky,
the top Russian commander,
and Chechen chief of stalf
Aslan Maskhadov wege to cre-
ate a commission Sunda
monitor a truce that has
shaky since it was agreed o
four dd{ﬂ AP0

Pulikovsky promised to is-
sue an order for his soldiers to
rcnptfl the truce and the
“zones of responsibilit !
devastdted Grozny. Ma
has lglw.-n a similar order to
rebel fighters, the Interfax
news agency sakd.

"These orders should be
the first serious

toward stopping the

in

Satlurrday after meeting withe
Maskhadov In wuthern Che-
chenya.

As he spoke. both sides
were liring on each other with
artillary, morters and machine
guns. Russian warplanes
several air raids on Chechnya's
capital, which the rebels over-
ran on August 6.

Russian troops are sur-
rounded at three spots in
Gr . Separatists control the

the city.
Civilians. caught once again
the crossfire of the war,
have deserted the city by the
tens of thousands.

Pulikovsky said he refused
Maskhadov's r not to use
aviation and arti in Grozny.
He also said a rebel attack on a

tary train near Grpzny was

lled by Russian helicopter
gunships Saturday

Issa Astamirov, the Chechen
ghief of staff in Groany, said his
fighters also rebuffed several

f |ﬂl£l.]‘l attacks

We don't have any hope
that the Russians will honor
any - cease fire.” he said.
"Russia' s policy is based on the
principle of the fewer
Chechens. the better.

The rebel
five Russian : rmored vehicles
were destroye.d Saturday night
in fighting according to
Interfax

AFP adds Some 10,000
people took part in a rally in
northeast .Chechnya on
Saturday to voice their support
for Russian presidential envoy
Alexander Lebed's initiatives to
end the hostilities in the re-
public. Interfax news agency
reported, reports AFFP.

Inttrfaxfrpr?mnttnf:d by the
BBC, said, the rally was at-
tended by inhabitants of the
republic's Naursky and
Shelkovsky districts who in-
cluded political officials and
spiritual leaders. :

command said |

!
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Polls begln in Lebanon :roi: opened
sterday in the Christian heartland of Mount Lebanon in the
K*st of five rounds of parliamentary elections in Lebanon,
Reuter reports from Lebanorl.

Polling stations opened at 7:00 am (04.00 GMT). The Mount
Lebanon elections will return 35. deputies to the 128 seat
parliament. Voting in the other four regions will take place in
the next four Sundays. THe Mount Lebanon ‘polls promise a hot
battle between pro-government candidades and opponents

heping to restore what they say is Lelfanon's losl sovereignty.

44.1 kg heroin seized in Myanmar:

Myanmar authorities have setzed about 44 1 kilo grams (97
unds) of heroin in eastern Shan state. state run radie Yangon
said in a broadcast monitored here Saturday. AFI’ reports lrom

Bangkok.
Two men were arrested and charged for drug trafficking after

a group of military intelli gence agents found more than one
hundred blocks of heroin hidden inside thg Tovota Sedan they
were driving, the radio said. The agents acted on a I* ol and
the seizure took place on August 6 at a road checkpoint near the
town of Ho-Pong, aboat 500 kms (310 miles) northeast of

Yangon. it said.
Russian Daf PM off to UAE:
Igrnateknko left Moscow

ussian Deputy Prime Minister Vitaly

esterday fur the United Arab EI’I]H‘EH.{" (LIAE)} to fetch seven
rlu.suian airmen who fled there after escaping from their captors
AFP says

!TAH-TB.EE news agenr:v reported,

in Afghanistan,

t"rnm OSCOW.
atekno said he wuuld have talks wrth the authorities in

the AE before returning home to Moscow yesierday evening
with the airmen, who had been hled hostage for just over a vear.

New Liberian govt to be sworn in:
Foreign ministers of the Economic Community of West Adrican
States announced late Saturday a new interim Liberian
ﬁuvernment 1o be sworn in by the end of the month, AP reports
ram Abuja Nigeria

Foreign ministers of
peacekeeping soldiers for Liberia said after a two-day summit
in the Nigerian political capital that the Libeerian Council of

State will now be headed by a former senator, Ruth Perry. The
interim government will oversee prepartions for elections now

scheduled for May 30, It would hand over power to an elected
administration by June 15.
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Road mlshap claims 7 in Mexico: a
speeding car crossed lhe centre liner and-crashed imto an
oncoming truck outside the Mexican cap#al Saiurday. killing
sevent people and injuring one. Federal Highway police said.
AFP reports from Mexico City.

The single survivor was in intensive care in a nearby hos-

pital. police said.

Secret grave found in Nicar 2 Human
'If_f,hls officials have tound a clandestine grave with the bodies

150 people killed during the civil war of the 1980s. a -

aper reported on Saturcday, Reuter reports. from Managua.
The head of Nicarapgua's permanent Human Rights
Commission, Lino Hernandez told La Prensa that the grave
contained 150 of the more than 990 people who disappeared in
Nicaragua during the 1980s! Meost vanished during the eight -
year-civil war between the Sandinistas and US backed right
wing guerillas know as Contras or in the nmnlhq fol lowing the
July 1979 Sandinista Revolution.

Bobby Brown hospitalised:

Singer Bobby Brown got hospi tal treatment lor minor leg and
neck injuries alter he crashed his wjle's black Forsche into a
sireet sign and some shrubs, AP reports from Hollywood.

-No charges were filed against Brown and the cause of
Saturday's accident was being invesligated, police
spokeswoman Stephanie Norris said. She said Brown lost
contrgl of the car on a residentiAl street in this r:il}r just south of
Fort Luaderdale.

Rebels kill 2ChﬁsﬁansinE§ypt.mm

‘militants shot dead two Coptic Christians and injured three
other people in a4 series of simultaneous raids on jewellers’
shops in the southern Egyptian town of Tahta on Saturday.
police said, AFP repeoris frnm Cairo.

10 killed in China bus n:usha

A bus trying to overtake another vehicle at a bend on hig lm 51}'
in south China hit another bus on the opposite lane, Ir.iliing 10
passengers and injuri &nntther 26, mewspapers .reported

Sunday, AP reports frnm Ho
: rga whe:‘l the bus, travelling from

re

Thr: ﬂullisiun occurred
Haikou to Sanya in Hainan pruvtuce, collided head on with
another bus and ran over the protective rail along the side of the
highway, the Beijing backed Ta Kung Pao said, v

It also forced another mini van off the road. it said. The
Faper saic ail ::Hsualtlrs were local residents of Hainan and
Chinese tourist.

8 more executed in China:
Authorities in western China have executed eighl‘igeople and

Jjailed 14" from the same family for rampaign through a village
in an attack that killed eight and injured 13, a police official
B-alg Yesterday. Reuter reports from Beijing.
ixty-year-old farmer Ma Haibibu, his wife, three sons and
three grandsons were executed in Hezheng count in Gansu
vince on Au ]%oﬁt 11 for murder, robbery, arsom, drug
and t 4he official said h telephone. Executions

itﬂc Cﬁucgg are usually carried out by a Eingle hullr;:t in the back nf

R
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Pre &ldent-nf Zimbabwe, Rohert Hugnbe and his new wife hra-::e Marufu huld their two
children, Bona, and Robert, at their wedding reception on Saturday at Kutama village.
Grace, formerly Mugabe's private secretary, is the mother of his two children. Several

African leaders,
wedding.

A S R R e e SRR
R, ™

including South African President Nelson Mandela, attended the

— AFP/UNB photo
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Fresh violence erupts in Libya

¥

Cﬁ.IRD E ot ﬁu
Assailants have illed 1:3 sﬂ!—
diers and a bodyguard of Col.
Moammar Gaddafi in the latest
eruption of violence between
the Libyvan government -and
Muslim militants, a leading
Arabic-language newspaper re-
ported Saturday, reports AP.
The clashes occurred near
the Libyan capital of Tripuli
and the Mediterranean cit
Benghazi and were elaim
the shadowy Islamic Man}rra

Movement, Al-Hayat newspa-
per said.
In an attack east of

Benghazi, militants with hand
grenades and .rifles,. some of
whom were militants with
hand grenades and rifles» some
of “whom were disguised as
shepherds, attacked a small
base. elve soldiers were
killed and seven wounded in the
clash, the newspaper said. cit-
ing a 5pnkesman or the oppo-
sition! group.

Gaddafi's security

lt dir.l not say whcth:r it suf
fered any casualties in the Aug.
2 attack, and there was no way
to immediately confirm the re-

guard,

13 soldiers kllled

sau:l it burmed mo -
h!t humﬂ on the base and
seized rifles. ammunition and
four rocket-propelled grenades.

«Dulaide Tripoli, the milj-
tants broke into the apartment
of Fathiah al-Zawariyah, a
memrber of Gaddafi's female

guards. They killed Lt. Col.
Mohammed Boushwishah al-
Gaddafi as well -as al-
Zawariyah, the newspaper said.
There was apparently no rela-
tion between the officer and the
Libyan leader.

The group did not say when
that attack occurred.

Gaddali has allowed little
opposition to his government,
but policies like allowing
women o become his personal
bodyguards have angered con-
servative Muslims.

The Islamic Martyrs
Movement emerged earlier this
g ar when it claimed responsi -

ility for several attacks near
Benghazi, including an assault
on the Egyptian consulate
which left two guards dead.

-

Pakistani nppﬂaitmn leaders in a dlsplay of unity wave haudq at a puhllc meetmg on
late military ruler General Muhammad Zia Ul Haq's eighth death anniversary Saturday.
Zia's eldest son Ejaz UL Haq (R) told the crowd that Puki-tan had acquired nuclear
capability 10 years agu which averted a fourth war between India and Pakistan in 1986.
— AFP/UNB photo

HR group speaks of dzscrzmmatzon against women in Mexico

HEJ{IC{‘J CITY. Aug 18 : A
major hpman rights grﬂup
charged Saturday that diserim-
ination against men is rou-
tine in Mexican rder assem -
bly plants. many of which are
owned by US cnrpnralinns re -
ports AP. :

The women's Rights Project:
of New York-based Human
Rights Watch said that compa -
nies often screen out pregnant
women and sometimes fire or
discriminate against those who

povernment has failed Lo pro-
tect women from labour law vi-
‘olations and urged such steps
Women predominate among
the more than 500,000 employ -
ees of the plants, known as

der tax ¢ essions. They as-
semble raw malterials Irom the
United States for* shipment

back nerth as finished goods.
The government sees the in-
dua which generates some
ilion dollars a year in

pregnant. eanﬂngs. as a wa Lo create -
"It is all women who apply to % and promote’ l;?men
the sector o are discrimi- report said that es the
nated against ause they are government unwll}ing to
to a different hiring closely repulate the p

Inwstlgatnra for thr hunmn
‘righis organisation interviewed
workers from more than 40
gtu in five tities along the

er, g

i prnnﬂcu than men," LaShawn

+a researcher on the

m saiﬂ in a telephone inr
Il'he rcport said the Mexican

- maguiladoras. that operate un-

They cited reports ol wonien
refused work or fired due to
pregnancy. gueried by bosses
about their sex lives, shilted to
harder tasks to encourgge them

o quit and even. in one 1989
jnmdenl sufferimg a miscar-
riage when refused permission
to leave a work shift. K

"Once hired, if a woman
worker in a maquiladora be -
coines pregnant. our interviews
indicate that her ability to re-
tain her job may depend very

pervisor," the report said.
"We documented cases where

egnant women were forced to

lr::sign and where théy were ha -

rassed and mistreated for be-

coming pregnant.”
The exican

ten response that employers are

“much on the attitude of the su- °

Labﬁur
Department said in a brief writ -

forbidden
pregnant women, and it said
diseriminatipn against women
in hiring is llle cfa

But it did not embrace
Human Rights Watch's claim
that sl:rﬂ:nini{cnut pregnant job-
seekers is il ;

had no reco cases of women

being denied a job because of
P Fuman
man nghts Watch argued

that some international organ-

isations have found pregnancy
screening to_be sex discrimina -
tion banned by international
agreements, since it targets

only women.
| some companies admil

ted such pregnancy-screening

was routine.
"It is a common practice

among Mexican and maqui-

ladora employers in Matam-

to fire or mistreat

and said it

oros and Reynosa [Texas) to
inquire about pregnancy status
as a pre- f-xisunlg‘ medical
condition.” said e Zenith
Electronics Corp. in a letter of
response published with the
Human Rights Watch report.

"As 'a matter of practice,
these employers commonly do
not hire women who are preg-
nant and ineligible for mater-
nity benefits funded Mexican
social security.” it added.

It argued that some women
sought jobs after learming they
were pregnant in order to take
advantage of company funded
maternity benefits.

Carlisle Plastics Inc. said it
would modify its screening
practices to avoid asking about
pregnancies, but it said such
questions are slandard in
Mexico.

(nujral Defends |
India's stand on
N-test ban treaty

KUALA LUMPUR. Aug 18:
Visiting Indian Foreign |
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral
today defended his country’s
blocking of the nuciear test |
ban treaty, alleging it was |

drawn up in the five nuclear
" interest, r AFP.
Gujral. who arrived

|
in |
Malaysia today for a three-day |
!

visit, said the of the |
conference on ment in |
Geneva to discuss the ‘i:|

defeated by those who want to
suslain their monopoly of nu- |
clear wea . 1
The draft text of the |
Comprehensive Test Ban |
Treaty (CTBT) "has been so |
framed that they ithe nuclear |
powers] can go on making
their weapons more sophisti-
cated.” Gujral was Quoted by |
the official Bernama news
as sa

derniled 31 months of |
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US First Lady Hillary Clinton (R) signs an autograph with

" district

I
talks last Wednesday by block-

ing agreement on a draft text .
that was tn have been adopted

Thursda Flen.lry
cu erence on dis-

of the
india rejected the drat,

| armament.

1. claiming it omits a commit-
' ment for the five nuclear pow-
. ers — Britain, china. France,

Russia and the United States —
lo scrap the estimated 21. 000

muclear wea s in their com
bined arnan-

. Opposition says
[raq launches
attack on

Shiite Muslhims

NICOSIA. Cyprus, Aug 18 :
Iragi army units have been at-
tacking Shiite Muslims cou -
munities in the nuuthrrn
marsh lands as search for
army deserters and opponents
of Frrnldrnt Saddam Hussein,

an Iraq mtiﬂiFFrm.lp said

"':raturdaf,r

art iy unlll have staged
intermittenit roundu and at-
tacks since early July on civil-
jlan areas round Silin, a marsh
area nortl of Basra, tbe main
city in th: south, the group
said.

The marsh lands around the
southwestern city of Nasiriya
have also come under attack,
threatening the lives of civil-
lans. the opppsition group said.

The Sunrétne Council of the

[slamic Revolution in Iraq.
based in Iran, said Ir sery -
rity forces have been authorized

to arrest and execute army de-
serters.

The group gave no casual
figures and its account cou
not bDe independently con-

lirme !. But Iraqi forces have
slaﬂed similar sweeps in the
past against Shiite Muslim
& ¢ nities im ti.e south.

ranw of which are cpposed to
Saddam.

Bodos kill 8
border guards
in Assam

NEW DELHI, Aug 18: Tribal

ﬂ:errﬂlas today killed eight
rder guards and a policeman

in an amhush in the far-easter
Indian state of Assam, the
United News of India (UNI)
reported, says AFP.

The eight members of the
aramilitary Border Security
orce were slain in Nalbari

an outlawed. tribal
group. the Bodo sécurity force,
the news agency said.

A policeman travelling with
the border guards was also
killed by the guerillas, which
the UNI said were armed with
Ak-47 rifles.

Hundreds of paramilitary
troops have launc a massive
hunt in the largely rural area to
catch the attackers, who are
lighting to carve out an inde-

pendent homeland for Bodo
tribals in Assam.

65 coup plotters
held in Sudan

CAIRO, Egypt. Aug 18
Sudanese police have arrested
at least 65 army officers follow -
ing reports of an attempted coup
last week, an opposition group
said Saturday, reports AP.

The officers were detained
“in the last few days" from Port
Sudan on the Red Sea and

Kassala, east of Khartoum. the.

National Democraiic Alliance
said in a statement. Some were
reportedly tortured.

The report couir! not be im-
mediately verified, but Egﬁpts
state run Middle East
Agency reported Wednesday
that police had arrested 10 ofli-
cers in connection with plotting
a coup.

Perot wins
nomination for

presidency

VALLEY FORGE (PA). Aug 18
 Ross Perot, the Texas billion-
aire who founded the Reform
Party, won its first contested
nomination’ for the presidency
on Saturday night. according to
ar on CNN, reports Reuter.

erot defeated former
Colorado governor Richard
Lamm 32,145 or 65.2 per cent of
the vote. Lamm had 34.8 per
cent and 17,121 votes,

The announcement of (he
resulis was delayed for several
hours by what a party

keswoman called the com-
plexity of the process.

Perot was scheduled to give
an acceptance speech today be-
fore about 2.000 party members
in the second of a two con
vention that began Aug 11 in
Long Beach. California. A party
spokesman said that ol the
ballots cast, BA cent voted
by mail. eight per cent by tele-
phone and four per cent on their
personal computers on the Internet

the help of her special assistant Kely Craighead (L) whe is
loaded with gifts for the First Lady, Saturday during a cam-

paign stop at the ldaho Falls Airport.

— AFP/UNB photo

Riot against bread Erice-hike

Jordanian army imposes
curfew on Karak

KARAK K Jordan. Aug 18: The
Jordanian army imposed a
curfew on Karak today and

banned citizens from holding

gatherings to extend its grip on
the city. scene of running riots
against bread price rises since
Friday. reports Reuter

‘Brethern citizens, you are
allowed to necessary goods
until 10 | GMT) this morn -
ing and after that we remained

ou there will be a curfew until
urther notice.,” army officers

told citizens through Joud

Earlier AP adds: Stone-th -
rowing demonstrators clashed
with police and set buildings
alight for a second day Satur-
day in southern Jordan to

| protest the doubling of bread

prices.

There were violent con-
frontations in the southern
towns of Karak and Maan when
police attempted to break up
demonstrations. Both cities
had similar protests Friday.

in Karak. mn:ﬂ 1.000
protesters ga many
threw stones at . who re-

sponded with tear ﬁal to dis-
perse the csowds.

Allan said ers set fire
to two government buildings
and a private bank shortly be-
fore army units in armored ve-
hicles in the city. 150
kilometres (90 miles) south of
Amman.

A witness, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said
protesters had retreated from

the streets and were on bal -
conies and roofs throwing
stones at soldiers.
In Maan, 100 kilometres (60
miles) further south, a witness
I)gnlk:e patrols fired tear gas
otesters chanting anti-
guvcrnmr:nt slogans. Calm later
prevailed in the town, the wit-
ness added.
Meanwhile, King
accompanied by senior state of -
ficials, flew to southern Jordan

t.:a:ml for restraint, officials

Hussein,

Junta reiterates legal
action against Suu Kyi

YANGON, Aug 18: Legal ac -
tion should be lakcn against
democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi Lo &l::un: ace and stabil -
ity for people, offi +
cial newspapers said today, re-
ports Reuter.

The call for legal action
against the 1991 Nobel Peace
Prize winner came in a com-
megntary entitled "The rule of
law an?tht: danger of traitprs”
carried in two of the rm-
ment's Burmese-language

n pers.

. "The entire ... ple desire
peace, stability and develop-
ment. Such desire of the
can only be fulfilled by means
of the rule of law.” the commen -
tary said.

“There cannot be rule of law
with Aung San Suu Kyi and her
group breaking the law ... re-
move those who are breaking
the law in order to pave the way
for the rule of law quickly.” the
commentary urged.

The Sunday attack was the
latest salvo in a war of words

| between the military govern-

ment and the democracy leader

citrd

which intensified in May with a
mment crackdown on Suu

yi's party. the National League

for Democracy.

One'ol her main criticisms:
of the government is that there!
is mo rule of law in Myanmar
with the military rulers wield -

ing arbitrary power.

The n pers did nol spec-
ify what laws Suu Kyi was al-
leged Lo be breaking.

Off the Record

the mummies, presiding
most tightly wrapped peo

They're elbowing Iskander out of his office at the E
ce for an even bigger
gypt's ancient pharaofls, queens

Museum, taking over his s
the :mbalmcd remains of
and priestesses, reports AP.

The reason is that the mummy room, opened two years
became one of the most
museum, which has 160,000 ancient arti
people a day pay the extra fee for the mummy
rvom — 8 dollars for tourists and 1.50 dollars for Egyptians —
a third of the museum's reverue

ly Euriﬂus about mummies, and that is one
said Iskander.

ago, quickl
Up to 1,000

providi
"People are
of the reasons

they come.’
preservation work.

Iskander's second-floor office is across from the first
with dim lights that softly glow on nine

mummy room,
pharaohs and two queens.

iskander sits at a dusty d=sk amid glass cases containing
16 brownish mummies thousands of years old. Oaly 12 will go
on display this year; the others are too deteriorated
glad to explain what's spec
imies. One is the Pharaoh Merneptah-Siptah, whose leftgbo
agony. Siptah, who ruled from 1210 BC to 1204
BC was born with his lelt leg shorter than his ri

Then there's Maatkare, a royal priestess wh
delicate linen. Next to her is a small bundle that scientisis
first thought was her child. X-rays showed it was a baboon,

He is

bent as if in

probably her pet.

Experts on mummification praise the subdued atmosphere
of the mummy room — no cameras, please. But the low key
look hasn't atﬂ ped visitors from emerging with eyes wide at
%ﬁ of history survive

"1 muld not imagine that after all this time
Bahraini tourist Zeineb Abii

seeing this odd

would still be there. ™
said.

After 2,300 yrs

KIEV: The skeletons of a Scythian (nbal ¢hief,
and his decapitated horse were brought 10 Kiev on Friday
ars alter their deaths, reports Reuter,
sts uncovered the remains last month from an
cave 150 km (90 miles) soutn ol Kiev. Gold and
silver artifacts and ancient Greek pottery were also found

The chiel was found lying on a raised platformi with a
golden sword still in his hand and his servant next to hiin

The horse and its head lay nearby — though to be a tradi-

2.300
Archaeol
ancient buri

tional burial custom. Tapestries were nailed to the

walls with wooden
This treasure

pegs

Serhiy Skorey told Reuter

A nomadic and warlike neople Scvthians setiled on the
8 of Ukraine north of the Black Sea in the seventh
there until their kingdom was destroyed by

Steppe
century BC, livi

the Sarmatians years later

Mummies' revenge

CAIRO: For 31 years, Nasry I$kander has been master of
from his dust}r office over Egypt's
ple. Now, it's the mummies revenge.

will r=main In krains
will be able to exhibit it all over the world

tian
ibit of

pular in the vast
acts.

the director of

"new” mum-
t is

ial about the

%hr wrapped in

their hai
Hesseien

his servalil.

CAVEe 8

ard we hope tha. we
archaeoiogist




