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Need for Consensus

Foreign Secretary Farooq Sobhan has brought
good tidings from India after meeting with top
leaders in the government and of the opposition in
that most important neighbouring country of
Bangladesh. While calling on Indian Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda and External Affairs
Minister | K Gujral he absiorbed positive vibrations
of reciprocity and understanding from the United
Front government.

In fact, a consensus has emerged in India across
the whole political spectrum over the rationale for
triggering a radical improvement in relations
with Dhaka by an immediate settlement of the
Ganges water issue. The BJP leader and former
Indian Prime Minister' Atal Bihari Vajpayee, for-
| mer External Affairs Minister in the Congress
government Pranab Mukherjee and West Bengal
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu have pledged their sup-
port for an early resolution of the water sharing
problem.

That is the strength and texture of the emergent
national will in India to see Indo-Bangladesh rela-
tions placed on an even keel. But we are yet forge a
national consensus’ of our own. It is of vital im-
portance to us that what we are now putting across
to India as our national concern is translated into
a full-fledged consensus, basically a bi-partisan
understanding between the: ruling party and the
opposition. Relations with India are so crucial to
us that the thought of impiroving thém on any ad
hoc basis must not be entertained any more when
the change of government iin both countries has
created the most opportune moment to set things

ht.
rlg’!'he Awami League government is expressly
willing to seek an understanding with the opposi-
tion on the water and other issues affecting Indo-

relations. It is time that separate dialogues
with the political parties get underway without
ado. That phase over, there would have to be a full
length public debate with the participation of ex-
perts, media people and other professional groups
sooner than later. Ties with India are a matter bet-
ter not left to the politicians alone.

For the political parties, whase response is
sought, they are advised not to regird consensus-
building as mileage given to Awami League but a
service done to enlightened and permanent na-
vional interest.

v . . . ¥ .
Investing in the Villages
The Finance Ministry statistics for 1995-96
provic'e food for thought. Agriculture, an activity
exclusive to the village:s, at present contributes 32
per cent of our GDP. How much capital support it
gets from financing sources? It is 19.71 per cent,
down 4,2 per cent from 1990-91. The towns got

repay well? They do' tirat better than the towns,’
says the Finance Ministry figures. And, thirdly,
the untenable one-eyeciness of financial manage-
ment has been continulng in spite of the deposits
increasing in the villages; with a steeper curve than
in the towns. It is a Firtance Ministry conclusion
that there has been a net siphoning of resources
from the rural to the wi-ban areas resulting in a
slowdown of economic ac tivities in the rural areas.
And this a prize for their ;ood performance !

The towns vs villages dichotomy, always tinged
unmistakably with a modicum of antagonism, has
for long characterised the szocio-economic aspect of
our existence in Banglades h. That the towns would
be but concentrations of the better, educated ones
having better control of :society was never con-
tested before but now it is being questioned in for-
ward-looking economic planning methodology.
Because, for the towns to pirosper, there is the pre-

economically lively and socially fulfilling and sat-
isfying. In Bangladesh the towns have been killing
clean fhe proverbial golden goose for ages. One had
thought thq'ilt with the achievement of indepen-
dence the foolish hangoveits will be gone and the
villages would start living 2ts in olden times. |
With our march towards democracy gaining in
momentum in the wake of a fair and free election,
it should now be in order to reverse all this and
stem the rot in the townsi and make the villages
thrive again. Invest in the villages — this is the best
investment ground in the nation and possibly
among the best in the world. For a beginning why
not credits to villages rise to 32 per cent of total ad-
vances — at par with villages' share of our GDP?

Hydrocarbon Exploration

Preparations are afoot to attract foreign private
company investments for hydrocarbon explo-
ration, especially in the Bay region. The anxiety is
the fast depleting 11 trillion cubic feet gas reserve
in the country seems hardly a peg to hang our hats
on when gontrasted with an ever increasing depen-
dence of our power and fertilizer plants on natural
gas as their vital raw material. .

The energy ministry is goingf in a big way for
both 'solicited’ and 'unsolicited" biddings. In the
solicited category fall the preparations geared to
organising two international investors' confer-
ences in London and Houston in| the first week of
October. In the unsolicited one, the achievement
level seems on the up, the latest news being that
two US companies are about to sigin an accord with
the energy ministry to start exploring near the St
Martins Island and the Sunderbans:. :

- Earlier five similar agreemenis were signed
with British, Dutch and US companies. The Cairn
Plc and Holland Sea Search's successs — in striking

continental shelf of the Bay — has generated
enthusiasm among the potential foreign investors.

‘Whether we go for solicited or uinsolicited in-
vestments, at the end of the day, what will matter
is a policy framework with a clear-cut statement

investors. And then, of course, we must have a
well-developed negotiating-skill to fend for our

80.29 of ‘th# loans in ©5&-96. Why? Do met-villages. |

condition that the hinterllaand or the villages be |

on terms and conditions offered to foreign |

over one trillion cubic feet find in the shallow ‘

o
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For Permanent Sharing of Ganges Water

R SALMAN HAIDER,
Indian Foreign Secre-
tary, came to Dhaka

on a good will mission on 5
July carrying a message from
Indian rgrimt Minister Mr
Deve Gowda for the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. He
stayed in Dhaka lor two days.
In his press conference he
sald that a ministerial level
m:ﬂi:ﬁ between Bangladesh
and India will be held shortly
for a quick solution of the out-
standing bilateral disputes. He
invited Mr Farooq Sobhan,

Bangladesh F Secretary

to Delhi in the middle of Au-.

Mr Abdur Razzaque, Water
Resources Minister in his
grtu statement (The Daily

tar, 8 July, 1996)
his optimism that the Gov-
ernment would be able to
reach an agreement with India
on sharing of the Ganges water
soon. The reasons for his op-

fimism are that the present
Government of India had al-
ready pronounced its com-

mitment to resolve various
roblems with the neighbour-
ng countrigs. Secondly, the
Indian External Affairs Minis-
ter 1 K Gujral before taking of-
fice had on record showed
positive attitude towards re-
solving the problems The
Minister further said that the
ruling Awami League Govern-
ment wanted to run the gowt
on the basis of national con-
SCTISUS. 4
 The leader of the o si-
tion. in Bangladesh gum
Khaleda Zia made a statement
in Feni (Janakantho, 9 July,
1996) that our Ilegitimate
share is 38,000 cusec of
Gan water and this cannot
be compromised under any
condition.

Mr Dev Mukerjee. Indian
High Commissioner |In
Bangladesh In a press state-
ment an 26 July stated that
India is now prepared to dis-
cuss with Bangladesh a perma-
nent water sharin urran%:*
ment covering all 54 rivers in-
cluding the Ganges. In a major
shift in policy, the Indian
Commissioner said that the
grnblem of sharing of the

s water will be solved on
the basis of the water available
in the river without looking
into the issue of augmentation
ol water either link canal pro-
posed by India or by construc-
tion of storage dams proposed
by Bangladesh. He is confident
that given the political will on
both sides, this can be
achieved. He remarked that
the water issue had been
politicized to such an extent

that often there was an [lnadca
uate understanding between

the two sides particularly on
the water problem.

Mr Mukerjee negated the
concept of r nal coopera-
tiond by inchu # Nepal on the
pled’ thet n of' a third

party is not' desirable as it
takes longer time to find a so-

-
— =

"grounds for
leaders of the (wo

lution. He also commented
that involvement of any outside
agencies or discussion on is-
sues between more than two
countries would not lead to a
quick solution. According to
him. further agreements by
India with will not cre-
ate any with other
countries in future. Mr Muker-
jee also said that India had no
intention to link water issue
with transit facilities.

Mr Mukerjee's statement
coming prior to the visits of
Indian For Secretary is
very significant. While agreein

to a ent sharing of a

the rivers Including the
G , he has ly outlined
the Indian Government vieys

on water sharing and other bi-
lateral issues. His comment on
the Tipaikush Dam on Barak
river and his clarification of
the difference between Dam
and Barrage is interesting. His
press statement is timely or
preemptive, time will talk.

Mr Abdus Azad. For-
eign Minister of sh in
a statement in Jatiya Sangsad
on 4 A st. 19 said that
the new had taken a bold
attempt to realize the right
share of the Ganges water and
would be able to resolve per
manently the water sharing
problem with India. He further
said that the Govt would final-
ize its position on the issue of
water sharing with India only
after discussing the issue in
Jatiya Sangsad. He assured the

by Amjad Hossain Khan

benches to resolve the water
sharing issue with India. It
further quoted him as saying
"The solution to this problem
is essential — instead of goi
into a debate on who h
brought what quantity of water
in the past, let us reach a con-
sensus on this kind of national
issue”.

Mr Kuldip Nayar. a noted
Indian Journalist in an article
(The Daily Star, 26 July, 1996)
"Mutual relations: An opportu-
nity in Bangladesh® said that
the sentiment of liberation war
has returned and there is a
overflowing feeling of friend-
ship that was dyked for more
than 2] 5.

The Indian Foreign Secre-
tary was struck by the friendli-
ness of the Bangladesh Gov-
ernment. The same bureau-
crats who were rigid earlier
were now forthcoming. He also
mentioned that the Govern-
ments in New Delhi have
E!Tytd in the hands of hawkish

- ucrats. He mentioned the
4

rse imgacu of Farraka

Barrage on adesh. He re-
cently talked to Mr Joyti Basu,
Chiet Minister of West Bengal

who favours a new agreement
on the basis of the earlier
agreement. He further said
that flushing the Hoogly by di-
verting Ganges water has
proved to be a myth. The Cal-
cutta Port is dependent on

With the change

ofGoummtinchgfddeﬁandIndiathc

Bangladesh including

of the Ganges water as

in recent statements.
w-duh must capitalise on
ot i £ !'eury Mr Fa-

rooq an along with team
of officials visited Delhi on 7
August, 1996. The F

w on the Indian
Prime Mr H D Deve
Gowda and handed over a let-
ter from the Prime Minister of
sh. The Prime Minis-

ter India is re to have
said that the | was keen to
settle all outstanding ,issues
with Ba h in the short-
est e time. On s
of Ganges water, Mr Deve
Gowda proposed that the For-
eign Secretary level in
New Delhi could create the
ground for Foreign Minister
and Waier Resources Minister
level meeti He also said that
there could a heads of Gov-
ernment meeting to settle the
issue permanently.
For the last half a cemtury
(46 years exact) the water
shari oblem has been dis-
cu . Voluminous data and
information were exchanged.
Before liberation of
Bangladesh, the discussion
were held without any results.
After liberation. the water
sharing talks was again re-
sumed.

The Joint declaration of the

and desertilivation of the
northern repuwmi. affected irri-
gation and Lthe navigabilily ol

the rivers and brought de-
siruction to lish resources and
Sundarban. the largest man-
grove lorest im the world. |

it is very interesting to
note the recent developments
on Ganges watler issue since
the new Governmenit came to
%):rr in both the countries.

matter which could not be
settled in the last 46 years can
not be solved overnight unless

there is a political will to re-
solve the issue.

One hundred and twenty.

million pe of Bangladesh
have suffered a loi due to acute
shortage of water of the
Ganges and other rivers. The
flood which is a recurring
problem coudd not be solved as
yei. The recurring floods de-
stroy our economy and infras-
tructures.

In the backdrop of all these
deve nts. let s analyses
the situation. With the chan
im Government in Banglades
and India the political leader-
ship has changed — not the
bureaucrats in fhe either comm-
try. Are the bureaucrats in the
same wave length of the
politictans? Experience has
shown that the bureaucrats
play a role in deciding the

licy A strong political will in

th the couniries are needed .

to arrive at a solulion of the
waler sharing problem.

The statement o the In-

leadership has changed — not the

political
bureaucrats in either country. Are the bureaucrats in the same wave length of the politicians? Experience
has shown that the bureaucrats play a role in deciding the policy. A strong political will in both the
countries is needed to arrive at a solution of the water sharing problem.

Sa that not only the wa-
ter from Ganges. they have
taken initative to realise water
from all the other rivers and
they will be able to arrtve at a
permanent solution.
A news item published in
Dhaka (The Daily Star, 5 Au-
st, 1996) states that the of-
cials of Bangladesh and India
will meet tomorrow in New
Delhi at Foreign Secretary
level to discuss the whole
range of bilateral issues includ-
inuhc water sharing, trade
imbalance and economic coop-
eration. Mr Far Sobhan,
Foreign Secretary will lead the
delegation and leave on 6th
August. The news item further
said that talks this time will
open new area of cooperation
and likely "to break new
grounds for understanding and
cooperation”. The consultative
takes are expected lo create
political visits
between
countries.”
Another BSS news item
published on 6 August, 1996

said that the Forei Minister
Abdus Samad Azad stated in
the Jatiya Sangsad en 5

to' sit in camera séesion to’
réeach a consensus- between
opposition

treasury and

{ are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Requisition of
vehicles

Sir. Why should | be forced
by the government to sell off
my microbus?

From time to time many
readers of your newspaper
have vented oul their very
strong leelings against the
government-sponsored requi-
sitions of private vehicles. spe-
cially trucks. buses and mi-
crobuses, and have described
their ordeals in detail. I do not
want to go into those details
although [ am an equal sufferer
and have faced this agony and
humiliation at least half a
dozen Limes over the last one
year or so when my private
microbus was requisitioned on
the streets without even in-
forming me. 1 do however want
lo pose a quesiion to the well-
informed citizens of this
country —specially our lawyers
some of whom comunand imr-
ternational repute and respect.
and | will greatly appreciate
receiving an answer and a legal

. opinion from them through

the courtesy of your columns if
they can spare the time to
help 2 citizen who has been
agonisingly made to sulffer nn
this account.

I was greatly relieved and
encouraged from the categori-
cal and unambiguous statement
made by the hon'ble Home
Minister during his first press
briefing held on 08 July '96
that "henceforth no private ve-
hicles would be requisitioned
by the police and a govern-
ment circular would: be issued
to the departments concerned
in this respect.” But the letter
written 5137

ublish

e Ban
August

in the newspaper
adesh Times" on 07
6 (one month after
, describing
the ordeal that he recently
faced with the requisition of

- his microbus, has given me a

jolt and I have been forced to
write this letter. It is very
clear that the position remains
unchanged with no improve-
ment or consideration —even
by the new administration.

Under what law does the

government enforce it? | am
sure that the relevant law, in
whatever original or amended
or adopted
‘might be, must have been
framed a considerable number
of years ago in completely dif-
ferent political and social situ-
ations. Is that piece of law,
_which the government very
sha useés whenever it
wants, valid? Why should

Mr M A Azim and .

in New
pe or manner it

who are diligently and regu-
larly paying all due taxes in-
cluding road taxes and ancil-
lary charges, be forced to un-
dergo this humiliation. cur-
tailment of their fundamental
rights under the country's
constitution, and sulffering at
the whims of the members of
the traffic olice whose
salaries are paid by us?

[ very firmly believe that
this law needs a serious review
and its efficacy. applicability
and necessity re-established —
if necessary by secking the
help of our country's judiciary.
| am even prepared to file a
writ’ against the government if
any lawyer-citizen of the coun-
try is prepared Lo assist and
fuide me. Will a conscientious
awyer please respond to my
request through your columns?

M M Ahmed ¥

18. Malibagh, Dhaka

Traffic Jam

Sir., May I take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate Mr Ak-
ber Ali, an Alricawala for his
thought-provoking and prag-
matic suggestions on roads and
congestion — popularly known
as traffic jam, published in
your opinion column on 26
Juli,' '96. Ty

would like to emphasise
on these points the construc-
tion of overbridges, iritroduc-
tion of underground tube
trains, construction of circular
trains around Dhaka city, con-
struction of a separate four-
feet rickshaw lane by the side
of the roads and alongside the
footpath like Curzon Hall-High
Court area, meters for taxies
and baby-taxies for the ease of
passenger travel eic. _.

Now I would like to add a
few more suggestions to ease
the traffic jams on Dhaka
roads : i) earmark separate bus
slops tor buses of corporations,
commercial barks, insurance
companies who occupy half of
the roads, (ii) construct multi-
storied car parks, (ili) prohibit
parking of cars in 2/3 rows in
the commercial areas, (iv) one
row parkinﬁeuf cars may be al-
lowed in t cnmmchal ar-
eas on payment of tolls as done
arket, [v)] city corpo-
ration may divide the road
zones and lease out those to
educated unemployed youths
of that area as a source of
ear and maintaining traffie
discipline, vi) all future build-
ings in the commercial/resi-
dential areas must make their
own g arrangements —
none to be allowed to use

—1 the private vehicle owners. “roads for parking of cars

-

dredging as was done earlier

He suggested that water shar- ~

ing agreement should done be
fore the next dry season [rom
| January, 1997.

Since liberation of
Bangladesh in 1971, 25 years
has passed without a solution
of equitable sharing of the
Ganges water. During these
long period the Government
was run by Awami League (4
ears), Bangladesh National

arty (10 years) and Jatiya
Far%ll'ﬂl years).

e Ganges Waler Agree-
ment 1977 came when Janata
Government came to power in
India. The congress Govern-
ment stalled the issue for a
long time When congress Gov-
ernment came to power again
they allowed it to continue till
1982. It refused to sign any
fresh agreement. Instead a
Memorandum of understand-
ing was signed in 1982 for two
years with some minor
changes in the share of water.

The 80 r cent guarantee
clause sale guarding the inter-
est of Bangladesh was

deleted.The change of Gov-

ernment in india-in 1996 is

favowrable™ improve relation

with its

all oulstanding issue with’

buses/trucks. and vi RAJUK
may enacltl necessary laws to
compel the owners of the
multi-storied commereial buil-
dings to convert their ground
floors as parking places.

Au the corporations, cham-
bers of commerc= and indus-
tries must take practical mea-
sures in this r t. l am op-
timistic that the above mea-
sures will find public approval
and the relevant authorities
will get an impetus to act with
speed and courag
wasted 25 years of our na-
tional life, and now, - it is time
for action.

Azhar-ul Islam.
Rajarbagh. Dhaka .

u and
Agriculture

Sir. The LGRD and Coopera-
tives Minister Zillur Rahman
while addressing a seminar
‘Bangabandhu O ' Krishi"
(Agriculture and B dhu)
organised omn. the occasian of
the National Mourning Day by
the Chhatra League unit of
Bangladesh eultural Insti-
tute (BAI) disclosed that the
government pf Sheikh Hasina
ad arranged subsidy to the
farm sector from 100

crore endowment in the cur--

rent national budget with a
view to achieving self-reliance
in food. Rahman who is also
the Deputy Leader in the Par-
liament said that the govern-
ment is formulating a national
programme with the highest
riority to agriculture in the
ine with Bangabandhu's dream
of a Sonar Bangla.

*  Before starting of the func-
tion, the minister, while talk-
ing informally with the teach-
ers and the pringipal of BAI,
enquired about various aspects
of BAl. He gave patient hearing
to the teachers when they in-
formed that the minister about
some long standing problems
of the institute. He assured
them that ap]i,rnprtatc steps
will be taken by the govern-
ment for solving the problems
of BAI. The minister advised
the teachers to discharge their
duties with total dedication.

We are greatly encouraged
to find that the government is
taking pragmatic projects to
bring about rapid changes and
development in all the sectors
of agriculture. We firmly ho
that Bangladesh will soon
made a truly happy and pros-
perous society.

M. Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

"Get-a-Word"

Sir, I fully endeorse the
opinion expressed in your es-
teemed” paper two gentle-
men under the a headline,
I think 1t is a exciting
and intelligent me. Apart
from gilnlng nowledge in
English, there is a finaneial

" was si

bowirs and resolve

e. We have -

. country dearl

Prime Ministers in May. 1974,
expressed their determination
that before Farakka Barra
was commissioned. they wou
arrive a mutually acceptable
solution of water available dur-
ing the periods of minimum
flow in the Ganges.

The Farakka Barrage was
commissioned in April, 1975
for a period of 4] days from
21st April to 31st May for test
running. India started unilat-
eral withdrawal of Ganges wa-
ter at Farakka from June, 1975
and continded to unliterary
withdraw water of the Gan
in 1976, 1976 and 1977.

Ganges waler agreement was
signed in r 1977 for
five years followed a MOU

for two years in 1982. India
refused further extension of
MOU in 1984. Another MOU
in 1985 for a g;s
riod three years. Since |
there is no agreement on

shorig of the Ganiges waler al
Farakkiv
The unilateral withdrawal

ol the Ganges wafer al Farakka
by India has caused damage to
the northern and south west-

ern region ol Bangladesh af- .

feeting 40 millidn' people.s The
adverse. impacts  has caused

y —
gain also to the winners as well
as to the sponsoring newspa-
per by increasing its sales.

In fact it was with one of -

the handsome fist
by me from the GET-A-WORD
competition of erstwhile
Morming News of Dhaka that I
was able to purchase a residen-
tial plot of land in the city. I
hope. you will consider spon-
soring a "GET-A-WORD" sec-
tion in your paper soon.

Akhtar Uddin’
356. Baitul Aman Housing
Sociely Dhaka- 1207

The Prime Minister

Sir, | have due respect to
the Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's steps to eliminate
crime, stop oppression on
women and then inviting op-
position political parties to
come forward to unitedly build
the country. In fact, Hasina's
above propagation did work
sﬂlmmdi to take Awami i
through the 1996 general
elections. But my confusion is:
how can a ‘with such
sincere an
ideas could support and in-
dulge a violent and ressive
politics for over a decade? Did
she ever realise that the deadly

rizes won

true patriotic -

non-cooperation, specially the —~

rt-boycoit was costing the
o 0 a tflnr whic tt'fhe
country wo ave to suller
for }re;r}rs ether? Had Hasina

layed cool and worked her
rains to 'overthrow Ershad
peacefully and direct the
movement against BNP gov-
ernment in a way consistent
with her ideology, it would
certairily have saved us from a
lot of sufferings.

We hope, she will be able
to shun crime and saveguard
our womenfolk from hardship,
though, there is little she can
do to recover the huge losses

and damages.
A citizen

The government and
the main opposition
Sir, After the en masse
resignation of the opposition
MPs from the Parliament in
December '94, we saw that the
then opposition party had the
vision and finally started a
movement to dethrone the
BNP government from power:
Out of several ones, the po-
litical motive of the then Qta:pu
sition were (Before 15.2.96):
To establish the fact that
the BNP government rigﬁe
votes in the Magura by-elec-
lion. i
To regain the voti right
thrnughcg.lal the m:n:.:ru:ai,rr;F which
was lost only in M a as was
al the opposition.
%ﬂwtn succeed in causing

" Dhaka

the fin fall of BNP govern-
ment any means. :
All ations were ful-

filled. Even success was at-
tained to enthrone itself (the

dian Hiﬁnﬁnmminniunrr Mr
[»ev Mur ee is significant in
imany respect. On Ganges wa-
ter sharing he uwstﬂd per -
manent sharing waler along
with all other river (54 rivers)
based on the water available in

the rivers. What is the present

avallability ol the Ganges at
Farakka is pot kinew to
Bangladesh. Owr information
indichte large scale withdrawal
ol the Ganges waler upstream
of Farakka. India refused any
joirt inspection ol the Ganges
above Farakka. neither fur-
nished any data of water with-
drawals. The Ganges water
Af,ru'mt:rll was based on avail-
ability of the Ganges at Farakka
between 1948 to 1973, Based
on this agreéd data 60 per
ceit was given to Bangladesh
and 40 per cent to India. In
the absence ol any other
agreed data on availability, the
[uture sharing of the Ganges
waler ‘should be on the basis of
availability at Farakka f[rom
1948 to. 1573

Begum Khaleda Zia's clawmn
that at least 34.000 eusecs of
waler should be pgiven to
Bangladesh is cotdusing, Simi-
larly the statement of -Foscign

Minister thal Awaini, League.!

more is al<o coslusing. In this
connection Lhe statement of

Yoreign Mimisier thal there
<hoitld net be any debate on
who brought whit quamtity in
the past is welcome, He
wanted the water issue o be
discussed in the SOOTL.

Water is a natiogal issue —
notl a party issue. Sn the people
g e g it
this "Il re '
the rrl:at{cr i Sangsad may not
be enough. The Geovernment
has not utilized the Natiomal
Water Resources Council ep
the issue so far. More over
there is no national water pol-
ity. There is no plan to maxi-
mize the use surface and
ground water in Bangladesh.
These are some of issued to be
considered by the present
Government soon.

The problem of Ganges and
other 53 rivers are not ar.
it will be better if the
waterssharing is solved first.
Firstly there is an data
of the availability of the Ganges
at Farakka (1948-1973). Seec-
ondly. during discussien for
the last 25 years. the
of both sides are l{rmpmm
no use reopewing the whaele is-
sues. Thirdly once G wa-

ter sharing problem is solved .

on equitable bhasis. this will
create the confidence building
process between the two
COUTHT eSS,

As we are talking about
permanent sharing ‘of the
Ganges we must remember
that Bangladesh gmcrificed 40

cent of the Ganges water
or Indian use. Naturally the

question of augmentation
comes We should delink the
two issues but India must

compensate (he shortage of
waler in the long run. Only
source available is construction
of storage dams in Nepal To
utilise the water resources of
the Ganges. Nepal must be ig-
cluded lor tripartite discus-.
sion. The dams will not come
in a day or two. These must be
provision in the agreement as
was done in the side letters of

the Ga Waler Agreement
Lo incl in the discussion on
augmerrtation.

Regarding sharing of other
rivers particufarly the Brahoass-
putra. Teesta and other rivers,
the question of agreed avail-
ability is essential before shar-
ing is done. Recend data of the
(iry season availability has been
tampered in the upper reaches
in some major rivers. If discus-
sion are with open mind
the solution may not be diffi-
cult. There must be political
will of the Government of India
lo solve the problem.

Given the good will, uan-
derstanding and cooperation
as shown by the Governthent of
India. it may not be difficult for
the present Government to
hind a permanent solution to
e, water sharing problem | |
vy The gt hersis ox-Chair

got 44,000 and now cxpect

== === = = =

in power.

Now, the y in power
talking about a national con-
sensus government and has al-
lowed MPs from other small
parties to share to gov-
ern the country. are also
inviting the — the
opposition party — to join the
AL government

It is most interesting that
yesterday whom wc.tDJJulled
down from the chair, ay we
are offering them to share
power for governance! It is
only 2 months ago the BNP

overnment was beaten. ' That
allen party is again being in-
vited to join the present CFW-
ernment. From where did we
get the trust and confidence
that the BNP is so good ?

Besides, we the general

ple. do not want the BNP
instead of being in oppesition
for the le's interest, share
power with present govern-
ment. if they do so they run
the risk of a possible r
by the people in the near fu-
ture whose clear verdict was to
see BNP as the opposition.
Apart, from this being an op-
position party in the Parlia-
ment, if it joins the govern-
ment led by the rival . the
identity of BNP as an inde-

ndent party is sure to be
ost’ We have seen this hap-
pening the care of JP, the sec-
ond est opposition party in
the Parliament. .

So let BNP run themselves
as an independent opposition
party and acf as the spokes-
man of the people in the
Parliament.

Nur Hossain
151, Bangshal Road
Dhalaa

Honest living
Sir, Traveling in a car on a
rickshaw if you stop near the
traffic lights at the corner of
Sheraton Hotel in the l:"-'tﬂilﬁl
u will see quite a few sm
ys and girls scllln% OWeTS.
Now, they may look like I:l::ﬁ
ars and some t mistake
to be go. But in fact, they
are not beggars. Some of these
boys and girls have chosen

selling flowers as their own
way to earn their living instead

of doing that by begging. A few
days ago | asked a anﬁl of
6 or 7. why he was selling

flowers while his friend just a
few feet away was begging. In

y he said, "Because my fa-
ther had taught me not to beg
for living and 1 want to make
an honest li ." As he could
not find any other job due to
his illness. sell flowers in
the streets became his only
option. He probably makes the
same amount of money as his
friend who begs does.

At the Ramna Park, some-
times | have seen some chil-
dren g{cking [iowers, most
proba for selling in the
sireets, of education
and basic needs of life. these

hionest way to earn a living. If
such children can understand
the significance of an honest
living and sacrifice the easy

hetp thems ‘and be hopefal that

one day the rest of nation
would also have confidence
a.ndb:liﬂclnqnhm::ll_ living.

Rashedur Rahman

158,
Dhaka 1217

Food colours-

- Sir, Colour is a vital con-

stituent of food. It is one of
-the first characteristics -
ceived by the senses is
indispensable to the modern-
day consumer as a means for
the rapid identification and ul-
timate of food.

uﬁtﬁnm the
Almeost all s have an asso-

clated colour bile to the
t:dt:luumcrunthc -of sp-
historical ba ' l"lgl::

modern food manufacturing
mmt_ colour additives are

Colour additives for food
represent a unjiqu@® and
category of food additives.
They have historically n
considered so in legislation
and regulation. The certified
colour additives are
manufactured to meet strict

vernment specification., whi-
E the uncertified colours are
usually naturally derived subs-
tances. Both groups are strictly
controlled in most mthenhmtm
by regulatory.statues -
ledge of whiﬁla is indispen-
sable to food processors.

Various types of coloured
foods are available in our
country. Ice-creams, snacks,
dairy products, bak ‘
coloured liquid foods and
sweets are most common in
village markets and also in
towns. Thousands of common
people are eating all these ev-
eryday. Most of the food pro-
cessors may not using safe
colour additives. Some foods
seem to be very unusual in
colour and may be d us
for health. Because there are
H.'lﬂ.ll{l colour organic chemicals
which are carcin c, muta-
genic and teratogenic in na-
ture. Very few people are con-
sidering the impact of colour
chemicals on health. Colour
concentration is another im-.
portant factor for health. In
most cases, high concentra-
tions of colours are used.

We believe, various social
clubs, schools, and NGOs can
play an important role in moti-
:r]:lung the comunon in
sonnel should give npecl.n]P:r -
tention towards contrelling
these unsafe colours in food.

M. Alam
M. Phill Fellow. D.V

% UMS College. Dhaka

T et

children have fouiu! -:ht'lf owTl

®



