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By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad resumes
its session at 3 pm today aller
a live-day recess. During the

recess. the ple observed
the ‘National Mourning Day' on
August 15 marking the 21si

anniversary of the assassination
of the Father ol the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. The seventh Jativa
Bluuad which began its

session on July 14 is
scheduled to be prorogued on
September 2.

22 more firearms
Police seized some 22
firearms and 35 ammunition in
24 hours till Friday midnight
in the coun humt lor il
legal arms. Some 779 people
including 13 lor possessing il-
arms. were arresied dur-

ing the drive. police sources
sadd yesterday. A total of 11|
firearms and 413 ammunition
were seized and 2 377 people
arrested since Lhe beginning of
the arms recovery operation

on Tuesday. reports LUNB

10 shops gutted
[ ]
in Ctg
CHITTAGONG. Aug 17: Ten
shops were gutied in a devas
tating fire at Nazirhat Bazar in
Hathazari thana of the district
today. The blaze. originating
from an electrical short circuit
at a small industry at about
1:30 . Spread fast and en-
gma:crm jacent shops. fire bri-
ade local le said.
iremen extinguished the
flame after fighting for about
40 minutes. The exient of
da of properiy was esti-
ma at 20 lakh. shop-
keepers

said. reports LINB.
Body recovered

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Aug 17: Po-
lice recovered the body of one
Shafiq. 23, from near a water
tank of Chashara Petrol Pump
in the city yesterday. A deep
mark of injury was in the
head of the victim. Fatullah po-
lice. however, said he
near the tank and was injured

when hit the tank. The
hcal.ﬁn:id the death
Was mystery. A

case has been filed with the
Falullah thana

New SEC Chairman

Mohammad Haroonur
Rashid. a retired secretary to
the t. has joined
the and Exchange
Commission SEC) as Chair-
man. a press release said here

yestierday, reports BSS.
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| Foreign Minister at press conference

Dhaka firm to resolve
water issue with Delhi

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad has said
Bangladesh is firm to resolve
Lhe Gan waler-sharing issue
with India before the next lean
season beginning in January.

He said Dhaka's concern lor
an immediate settlement of
the water issue and other bi-
lateral problems had been con-
veved to India duri the re-

cent visit of Foreign retary
Farooq Sobhan.

ﬁddressirﬁ r.:unfer-
ence at the Ministry

Affairs ytst:rda]r E\FEIH t

minister spoke on a nu of
issues. including the Prime
Minister's schedul visit to
China from Septem 12. bi-
lateral relations with India and

By Staff Correspondent

Pakistan and his irip to
Kuwait, and Iran beginning to-

day.

Samad Azad said
"Unresolved problems with
India had been allowed to ac-
cumulate over the last 21
yvears. The problems were put
in cold storage, but now the
ice has started melting

Expressing the present
government's determination to
resolve the outstanding issues
at the earliest, the foreign

minister said that the lorth-

coming three-day visit of his

Indian counterpart [ K Guijral
])Eﬂil‘lﬂlﬂ% on September 6
would help
eSS,

Samad Azad said that For-
eign Secretary Farooq Sobhan.

cx]}edlte the pro- .

during his recent visit to India,
had met Prime Minister Deve
Gowda and | K Gujral and they
had said they fully understood
the Bangladesh concern on the
waler issue. Both the govern-
ments have decided to attach
high priority to resolving this
issue and other outstanding
ones to further improve the
relations. he added.

Farooq Sobhan had also met
]nn:li,m {}Ppﬂﬁilh’ln leader and
former .I'rinie minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and former
foreign minister in the
(longress government Pranab
Mukherjee and both of them
siid they would support a reso-
lution ol the water issue, the
minisiers pomeed oul. gl

See Page 12 Col 4

SBMC closed for
7 days as JCD,
BCL clash

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Au 17: The
Sher-e-Bangla ical College
(SBMC) has been declared
closed for 7 days from today.

The decision was taken at
an emergency meeting of the
academic council. The Princi-

of the college. Prof Abdul

Mollah was in the chair.

All students were asked to
leave their hostels by 6 pm
this

The Pﬂmri al told Thl:
Daily Star that thc n:rlle'ge
heen closed to avoid further
violence between rival student

Ap:t cﬂntl t of po-
lice is on campus
to maintain lﬂr and order.

The was closed fol-

lowing a fierce gunbattle be-
iween the activists of the

Bmﬁ]adﬂh Chhatra League
and the Jatiyatabadi
hatra Dal (JCD) Iast t that

rm.xupi imm‘*ed 5 of

Natore lawyers
boycott courts
From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Aug 18: The
Lawyers of the Natore Bar A.-
sociation (NBA) today
cotted all the courts under t
District and Sessions Judge.
demanding his immediate
transfer.

hcrurdqu to NBA lawvers.

judge insulted some advo
n'nrn last month. Protesting
he incident, the lawyers had
carlier boycotted only the
Judge Court. ATM Akram Hos
sain, President of NBA told
newsien that they would go
lor tougher action if the Judge
wias not removed soo)

Meanwhile. the NBA has

See Page 12 Col 3
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pedestrians.

Virtual death traps for scooters, tempos, motor hikes and
This scene 18 from a busy intersection at

Malibagh. Open manholes or uncovered drains are usual
sights in Dhaka's main roads. How many accidents will
have to oceur before something is done about 1hesc

problems?

Star phaoto

NOVY ATALI (Russia). Aug
17: Chechen and Russian mili-
lary commanders announced
they had formally agreed a
ceasefire here loday. expected
lo bring to an end in flierce
lighting in the breakaway re

public. reports AFF.

The Chechen rebels chiet-
of-staff Aslan Maskhadov said
after a three-and-a-half hour
meeting with the commander
of Russian troops in Chechnya
General Konstantin Pulikov
“Two orders were si today
by Pulikovsky and Maskhadov
on easing hostilities [rom
10:00 am today” (0600 GMT).

Pulikovsky said: “"We
reached a united opinion that
we need o siop lighting that
there be no more victims and
that peace will come to this
land. That's the most impor-
tant thing .... evefyone's tired

of war.

AP adds: Outbursts of fight-
ing shook the informal cease-
fire in the Chechen capital to-

Ceasefire in Chechnya

day while the Russian and
rebel commanders mel to ne
goliale details of their uneasy
e,

The meeting In southern

Chechnya belween Gen.
Konstantin Pulikovsky. the lop
Russian commander. and

Chechen chiel ol stall Aslam
Maskhadov lasted for more
Lthan four hours. the separatisi
comunand said

The two discussed details
ol a planned joint commission
that would monitor the shaky
cease-fire.

Maskhadov gave Pulikovsky
a copy of his order Lo rebel
fighters formally establishing
the truce and "zones ol re-
sponsibility” in devastated
Grozny. and Pulikovsky promi-
sed to issue a similar order
Sunday. it said. according to
the Interfax news agency.

The next meeting between
the two commanders is

planned for Sunday.
Fighting continued to flare

up from Ume to time in
downtown Grozny. which the
Chechens continued to control
despite running low on gaso-
line and other supplies

The sides blasted each
other with anillery. mortars
and machine guns and Russian
warplanes carried several air
raids on the city

Issa Astamirov. the Chechen
chief of stafl in Grozny, ac-
rused the Russian side ol vio-
lating the cease-lire and said
his fighters have rebufied sev-
eral Russian attacks Saturday.

"We don't have any hope
that the Russians will honor

any cease-fire.” he said
"Russia’'s policy i1s based on the
principle of the [lewer
Chechens. the better.”

The rebel command re

rted a major outburst ol
Ezhung Saturday night. and
said five Russian armored ve-
hicles were destroyed. accord-
ing to Interfax. The Russian
side had no immediate com-
ment.

President assents
to 13 Bills

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has assented to a total
of 13 bills passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad in its current session.
reports UNB.

A Parliament secretarjat
release yesterday said the
President gave his assent to
the hills on August 14. The
bills are as Ilollows: The
Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear
Agriculiure (Amendment) Bill
1996. The Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (Amen-
dment) Bill 1996: The Water
Supply and Sewerage .!'4|.1.1I;fl1.r_u"itf'!'l
Bill 1996; The anglades
Agricultural Research Council
Bill 1996; The Bangladesh Jute
Research Institute [(Amen-
dment) Bill 1996; The Bangla-
desh Livestock Research Ins-
titute [Amendment) Bill 1996:
The Bangladesh Fish-eries
Research [nstitute [Amen-
dment) Bill 1996; The Bangla-
desh Sugarcane Research
Institute Bill 1996: The
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
Authority (Amendment) Bill:
1996; The Representation of
the People [Amendment) Bill
1996; The Bangladesh Agricu-
Itural Research Institute
(Amendment) Bill 1996: The
Insurance (Amendment) Bill
1996:. and The Insurance
(orporation (Amendment) Bill
1996,

Begum Zia starts

by-polls campaign

tour this week
By Staff Correspondent

" BNFP chairperson and Lea-

der of the Opposition in Par-
liament Begum Khaleda Zia
will begin on August 20 a 13-
day election campaign for her
party candidates in._ the
September 5 by- _elections to
11 vacant seats of the Jatiya
Sangsad in eight districts.

During her visit she will ad-
(lress public meetings in Khul-
1a1- 1. Bagerhat-1. Rangpur-2. 5
and 6. Kurigram-3. Bogra-6
and 7. Laxmipur-2. Chittagong-
| and Shariatpur-1 constitu-
encies. said a parly press
release here yesterday.

See Page 12 Col 7

AL body discusses
by-election
strategy

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League Central
Election Steering Committee
IALCESC) at its meeting here
on Friday discussed strategies
and preparations for the
September by-elections to 15
Jatiya Sangsad seats, said a
pres release yesterday.

The meeting also congratu-
lated Finance Minister and a
Co-chairman of the ALCESC
Shah ASM Kibria for his efli:
cient guidance during the June
12 general elections.

Addressing Friday's meet-
ing., Kibria urged the members
of the ALCESC to imcnsil'{. ca
inpaign for the by-polls hi
lighting the government's
lor  poverty alleviation

an
and

| ceonomic emancipation or the

people.
e meeting., held at

See Page 12 Col 4
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New 1ndustrial policy
being framed: Tofael

By Staff Correspondent

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed yester-
day said the government would
soon formulate a new indus-
irial policy and for this dia-
logue with the chamber bodies

had already started.
"We will also take the o
position parties into con

dence to formulate the pulic:}r
so that the policy gains per-
manency,” he said.

He s exchanging views
with e editors of national
dailies al his tariat office.

He said Lthe¥iew industrial
policy will aim at simplifying
the laws and regulations re-:
garding investments.

The minister said the gov-
ernment is closely monitoring
the fertiliser distribution pro-
cess and added that any mis-
management will be dealt with
severely.

"If any irregularities are
found in fertiliser distribution,
the dealership will be can-
celled." Tofael said. "We have

already cancelled one dealer-
ship in Natore. arrested the
dealer and forfeited his
earnest money lor misman-
agement.”

He said the fertiliser crisis
was created by exporting four
lakh tons of fertiliser disre-
garding the country's require-
meiil. On the other hand. he
added. the dealership syslen
was politicised with the new
appointment of dealers in
January this year.

Dealershlg was given to
eople who had never done
uslness in fertiliser and these

cople mismanaged the supply
system,” Tolael said.

"We could have cancelled
these dealers and appointed
new ones,” said the minister.
"but again. allegations of
politicisation may have been
raised apgainst us. So. we are
now treating the existing deal-
ers on real business terms and
strictly monitoring whether

See Page 12 col 8

Hydrocarbon exploration in Bay

2 more US companies
to sign accord soon

By Sharier Khan

The government is likely to
sign (wo more agreements
with two US companies within
a couple of weeks for hydro-
carbon exploration in the Bay
of Bengal near the 5t Martin
island and the Sundarbans. ac-
cording to sources in tihe
Petrobangla.

e of the agreements will
be signed with the Rexwood

Oakland Company for hydro-
carbon exploration in Block 17
and Block 18 covering the

r part of the Bay near the
Cox’'s Bazar-Teknaf-St Martins
Island region.

The other agreement will
be signed with the UMIC for
exploration in Block 21 cover-
ing the area off the Sundar-
bans.

With the signing of these
agreements, the government
will conclude 'open negotia-
tions' for hydrocarbon explo-
ration. initiated in 1992, The
‘'open negotiations' was olli-
clally concluded in July last.
but negotiations with these
two companies had begun in
1993 on the basis of separate
Memorandums of Understand-
ing (MOUSs]J.

The 'open negotiations' ear-
lier produced five agreements
with a British-Dutch joint ven-
ture, the Cairn Plc and Holland
Sea Search and a US company.
Occidental. The Cairn struck a
gas reserve ol over | trillion
cubic leet atl Sangu-1 well in
the Bay. 35 km from Chit
tagong in January.

From now on, the pgovern-
ment will allow exploration by
foreign private companies on
the basis ol 'Unsolicited bid.

ding.' The government is ex-
pected to floal tender in this
regard later this year. the

BOI to set up separate
utility services desks

By Gobinda Shil

The Board ol Investment
(BOM) is plannung 1o set ap dil
[erent desks al ils headquar
ters for various utility services
to simplify procedural com
plexities now burdening the
prospeclive investors., said
Toufig Elahi Chowdhury, Ex
eculive Chairman of the BOI

Earlier. ulility organisations

like. DESA. BFDB and BTTB
had communicated 1o BOI a
proposal under which these
would also sel up special
desks at their olfices o expe

dite the procedural formalities.
"Il these desks do not work

we may think ol bringing them
under the purview ol our of

lice " said Chowdhury, adding
BOI was trying lo take lessons
from East Asian countries

where bureaucracy has been

reduced substantially.

Officials said some 1358

companies were

registered
with the BOI till .June this yvear

with a proposed investment
outlay ol Tk 10,223 crore
Although Lhe rate of regis
tration was growing. that ol
project implementation was
not satislactory. BOI ollicials
agreed thal there was no easy
et hodology Lo assess this.
Citing examples. the Execu
live Chairman said. the iIn
vestment cliimate was growing
healthier. Petgg-chemical in-
dustries, |mwrn
engingering were showing
much Wnterests in the recent
years, sources pointed out
Cairm Plc was raising a Tk
325 crore fund through is
sivinece of shares in the Euro
pean market while Korein
Lirm Youngone was raising an
other Tk BO crore by floating
securities. Chowdhury
The Daily Star quoting some
foreign dailies nd woecklies.
M is npnot the liscal and
Sev Page 12 Col )
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sonree= said,

M: iwhile, the Cairn Plc.
which 1= now the holding
company of Holland Sea
Search, has begun fresh seis-

mic survey in the shallow wa-
ters of the Bay of Bengal with
three survey ships. The Cairn
1=- also conducling seismic sur-
in Raujan area and Halda
fley in B Ilm:k 15 covering Lhe
Eh:lttagum, Hill Tracts and part
of Chittagong.

It had drilled the Sangu-2
well near the first well. bul
tcs‘tjnF, of the well is yet to be
completed. It will drill four
more wells in December and
declare the discovery ol the
gas reserve already found.

The Cairn has submitted its
‘appraisal plan’ to the
Pet a and will submit
the 'development plan' of the
Sangu-1 well soon. sources
confirmed.

Under the
plan’, Cairn will invest 200
million US dollars to build
platform, a processing plant
and a 50 mile gas pipeline
from Sangu to the Bakhrabad

gas line at the Chittagong City
See Page 12 Col 7
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Pabna SP,3
others killed in
road accident

PABNA. Aug 17: Police Su-
perintendent of Pabna Jamsh-
eduddin Bhuivan and three
other IJﬂIiCE'[]]En were killed in
A road accident last night as
his jeep collided with a s

peedy
bus near the Pabna town,

reports BSS.

Officials said the accident
took place at Maligachha, eight
kilometres off the town, as the
jeep collided with an inter-city
Rajshahi bound bus at about 10
pim.

Bhuiyan was returning to
Pabna after an official visit ‘to
Ishurdi town.

Bhuiyan, his driver Abdur
Rashid and bodypguard gonsta-
ble M Ashral died on the spot
while another policeman
Nayek Mohammad Jahangir
died at Pabna hospital.

After receiving information
ol an accident police went to
the spol and identified the
bodies.

The police jeep was dam-
aged while the partly damaged
Dhaka-Rajshahi route bus was
lound abandoned. None have

See Pape 12 Col 3

Tare sill
untraced

By Staff Correspondent
Md Moinuddin Kashem alias

Tareq. 21. who has been miss-
g since. Wednesday night
could not be traced till late
liisi niglhyy - police and
family sources of Tareq said.

- Taven. a sindent of North-
Suu:hﬂanivt rsity and son of
Md Abdul Kashem. chairman ot
the South East Bank and
managing director of the
Mutual Group of Companies.
had gone out of his Banani res-
idence Wednesday night. One
ol his Iriends Rocky. son of
FFakrul Islam Munshi. a former,
minister, called Tareq out of

See Page 12 col 8

Germany keen to increase aid for Bangladesh

Germany. the seventh
largest partner of Bangladesh's

present volume of ation
in all fields. said its
ambassador Bruno Weber. re
ports BSS

After visiting several Ger-
man- joint projects

Deuische marks since 1972
and the money is being in-
vested in various projects in
different parts of the country,
he said.

One of the main projects is
the "Marginal and small farm
systems ¢ intensification
project” in Kurigram. co-[i-
nanced by International Fund

for Development
(IF : Bdl:{i implemented
since 1989, project oper-

ates in Kurigram district
which is generally acknowl-
edged as ome of the poorest
regions of the country.

The project. which was
conceive mainly to reverse the
process of marginalisation and
to help the poor farmers in-
c the women to become
self- . has already made a

headway in attaining its objec
|LI‘I:"II."$ it was found on a visit to
T&rnjcct area.
project initiated a

credit scheme among 1he
small [armer groups it was
found that seme 2100 such
groups, with about 20 persons
in each group. have taken
loans Taka 150 mil-
lion so far. t 60 per cent
of these groups have already
received loans more than once
and the overall recovery rate is

over 96 per cent. Social
awareness of the target group
is one of the main things the

qurl has achieved. |t was

Another important project
being implemented under
German grants (s the bank
protection and river training

under Flood Action Pro
gramme (FAP) 21 and 22 in

the Gaihandha and Jamalpur
ectives

districts. The main o
of the project. invol
million tsche marks,

from Germany and France, is

to develop
designs and
saiety levels. construction ma-
terials and methods for river
bank protection. It is also

70

aimed at investigating means
of employing the rivers own

Muvial processes to stabili
course and Lo reduce s

channel modifications

Spread in Kamarjani and
Gidari union of Gaibandha and
Hahadurabad of Jamalpur. on
the two sides of the river Ja-
muna. the project
Im|:|~I|:rm-r|tum-tJ:l satisfactorily,

Lol

new cosl ellective
ronstruction using

is being

saicd project director.
Work and implementation

phase of FAP-2]1 accomplished

so far gr lest structure al

Kamarjani c
Six groynes.

of revetment test structure
Bahadurabad

postponed till next construc.
tion season due to unsatisfac-
lory progress for various rea-
sons. sald the profject coordi
nator.

During a visit to the Tangail

Infrastructure Development
Project, which is being im-
plemented since 1992 within

the scope of German Technical

Cooperation, it was seen that

Lthe German government |s as

sisting the Local Government
Ser Page 12 Col 2

ng a total of
e construction

started in
Noveimmber 1995 but had to be
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