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NEWS BRIEFS

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 16: An
other 326 Rohingya relugees

of 57 families returned volun-

tartly to their homes in Myan
mar on Thursday. With this
the number of repatriated Ro

hingya relugees rose Lo
2.03.942. Some 45031 Ro
hingyas are still awaiting repa
iriation Ifrom [live camps in
Bangladesh. official sources
said loday. reports UNB

Arms recovered
-
in Ctg
CHITTGONG. Aug 16 Pan
chlaish police recovered one
revolver, one hight gun and two
bullets from possession of 1wo
wrsons at Challeswari road
were yesterday. According Lo a
police press release tonight® a
special team of the police led
by officer-in-charge on suspi-
cion challenged Iwo persons
and recovered the arms sear

ching their bodies. reporis
HSS.

Body recovered

BRAHMANBARIA Aug 16
Police recovered the decoin
posed body ol a middle aged
woman from a beel near
Chandpur village in Sadar
thana on Sunday. police said
here today. On information.

lice rushed 1o the spot and

und the body floating in the

beel. reports UNB.
30 die in Pak
bidg collapse

ISLAMABAD. Aug 16 Res
cue workers in a4 remole vil-
lage in northwesiern Pakistarn
sifted through the rubble of a
three-story home Friday
searching for the bodies of at
least 33 ple missing and
believed buried in the ruins.
authorities said. The house in
Toda, a tiny village about 250
kilometers (150 miles) north-
west of the federal capital of
Islamabad. collapsed Thursday
but news of the disaster was
delayed because of the re-
moteness of the village. re-

ports AP

Japan to send polls
monitors to Bosnia

TOKYO. Au

16: Jgpan wi'ﬂ
send a team lgﬂ

lors Lo Hunfm.—flermna thi:-: ¥

monith to help the country

epare and implement par
amern and other polls in

September. the Foreign Min-
istry said today. reports AFP.
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The nation on

ikh Mujibur Rahman. marking
the 21st anniversary ol
assassination.

The National Mourning Day
was observed officially for the
first time since the Father of
the Nation,
his [amily members were
killed in a military putsch on
the {ateltd night of August 15
in 1975,

The day was a public holi-
day. The National MNag was
Mfown at hal mast and black
llags were hoisted atop all pub-
lie and prh'atr buildings.

Special pravers were of-
lered in omosques as well as
uther places of worship seek-
ing peace for the departed
sottls of the victims of tLF Atl-
gust 15 incident.

The day's programme
started with Frime Minisier
Sheikh Hasina placing wreath

Thursday
paid homage to the Father of
the Nation. Bangabandhu She- -

his

along with most ol

;‘l INGIPARA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina placing wreath at the mazar ol Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Tungipara on Thursday.

State honour for
Bangabandhu
er 21 years

By Staff Correspondent

at the portrait ol Sheikh Mujib
at the Bangabandhu Bhavan in

the city. now made a memorial
FILESeLHT.

S5heikh Hasina., eldest
daughter of Sheikh Mujib. Later
offered  praver and  placed

wreiath atl the Banani graves of
the other victims ol the August
15 incident,

She then flew to Tungipara
to place wreath at the masar of
the Faiher ol the Nation with
full state honour. The army
band played the last post as
the premier placed wreath and
offered Fateha there at 10:15
am amidst solemn silence. She
returned to the capital and at-
tended a milad mahfil al the
Bangabandhu Bhavan in the
evening

Bangabandhu's mazar
premises at the [ront-yvard of
the late leader's ancestral
home tumned into a human sea
on August 1D, The last day of a
three day monrning  pro

gframme orgfanised there, as
monrners. in their thousands,
sireamed to pay respect to
Lheir beloved Bangabandhu.

In the capital, mourners in
their thousands visited the
Bangabandhu Bhavan through-
mil the day. The visitors from
all strata of lile irrespective of
cast and creed. age and pro-
f[ession. garlanded Banga-
bandhu's portrait there. Pnnpln

were seon standing, in- long
queue to enter into the house
to have a glimpse of the last
blood drops of Sheikh Mujib
preserved there. Many were
seen emotionally moved. Some
children in their mothers’ laps
were seen shedding tears.

Dhaka look a look ol
mourners’ city as people and
Awami League units and its
Iront organisations erected
numerous arches and arranged
destitute feeding and milad
mahfils

See Page 12 col 6

PM, envoys
place wreaths
at grave of
Bangabandhu

From Our Correspondent

TUNGIPARA . Aug 16:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
laced wrealhs at the mazar
ere of Father ol the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman with full state honour
on the National Mourning Day
yesterday commemorating the
21st anniversary of his assassi-
nation.

Earlier Sheikh Hasina. the
eldest daughter of Banga-
bandhu. arrived at Tungipara
by helicopter.

After placing wreaths at
10:15 amn she stood in solemn
silence for some time to pay
homage to the great leader,
who led the nation to its inde-
pendence in 1971.

A smartly turned-out con-
tingent of three forces pre-

sented salute while the bugle
tional flag flew at halfmast.

Sheikh Hasina burst into tears
while offering fateha at the
myazar.

Ministers, State Ministers.
MPs and Dhaka-based diplo-
mats of different countries also
placed wreaths at the mazar.

Chiefs of the three services
— Army Chief Lt Gen Mahbubur
Rahman. Air Chief Air-Vice
Marshal Jamaluddin Ahmed
and Naval Chiel Rear Admiral
Nurul Islami — andd other senior

See Page 12 Col 7
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NI I;‘\I\A [huumnds I:ii people Lruwded In frnnt uf the Iium,;limndlm Museum in I)hﬂnmi;ndl
— PID photo  Thursday to place wreath at the portrait of the Father of the Nation and visit the Museum.
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448 low,

Finance ministry statistics '95-96

Net transfer of

resources to

urban areas

By R M Titumir and Inam Ahmed

The economy witnessed a
net lransfer ol resources from
the rural to the urban areas. a
fall in agricultural credit., mis-
match in the banks' deposit
and credit programme and
high percentage of private
sector overdue loans. finance

ministry statistics lor liscal
1995-96 reveals.
The statisliics also belie

claims that the public sector is
the main factor as regards
overdue bank loans and that
savings rate in the rural sector
sources. councerned
pointed out.

Rather. ligures also sub-
stantiate the contention that
the repayment rate is high in
case ol agricultural credit. they
added.

There has been a net sy-
phoning of resources lrom the
rural to the urban areas result-
ing in a slowdown ol economic
activities in the rural areas.
said a finance ministry analysis
ol the performance of banks
and financial institutions in
1995 96, made recently.,

"An analysis ol advances and
deposits in the rural and urban
areas show that there is a con
tinuous dwindling ol advances
in the rural areas while de-
posits in the rural areas are on
the rise.” the report added.

"This probably indicates
that economic aclivities in the
rural areas are squeezing in-
stead of rising.” the report
said.

According 1o the central
bank. the flow of advance has
significantly decreased in rural

_areas_ though. e rate ol de-. -

posit collection has increased.
The share of rural advance in
total advance dropped to 19.71
per cent in 1995, which is
4.71 per cent lowes than that
of 1990, while the share of ur
ban advance rose by 4.29 per
cent during the same period
and stood at 80.29 per cent in
| 995, official sources noted.
On the contrary. the share
ol rural deposit in total deposit
rose to 21.97 per cent which
is 1.61 per veni higher from

See Page 12 Col 4
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BNFP leaders greeting party chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia on her 52nd birthday on

Thursday

causing water-logging

By Morshed Ali Khan

Water-logging in many areas
in the city is caused by unau-
thorised constructions at four
places encroaching upon the
Segunbagicha canal. one of the
main outlets for storm water
according to sources in the
Dhaka WASA_

The problem. occurs with
the slightest rainfall. in Segun-
bagicha. Paltan. Shantinagar
Razarbagh. Motijheel, Fakir-
erpool and Secretariat areas

The wunauthorised struc-
tures that obstruct the normal
flow of storm water and cause
water-logging are a mosque
near the Notre Dame College
and another near the Fakir-
erpool bazar and two other
structures at Bijoy N r and
DIT Extension Roa the
sources said.

They pointed out that the
encroachments hampered the
construction of storm sewer-
age under the ADB-aided Tk
159-crore Dhaka Integrated
Flood Control Project and
caused suffering to thousands
of residents and commuters in
those areas due to water-log-

l%hl.‘:‘ MOSQUES WEre Con-
structed occupying parls nf thr
canal which belo
ernmen! and the
agement was now n:guhating
with the mosque authorities
for resolving the problem.

"We have already reached a
deal with the Eden mosque
committee which has eed
lo accept about Tk 2.5 lakh for
the removal of part of the
mosque. as required.” said a
senior ' of the WASA
"But the problem lies with the
Fakirerpool mosque and the
two other structures The
Fakirerpool mosque commit-
tee was asking for an exorbi-
lani amount as compensation
for !he;}c illegally occupied

Thc WASA official. request -

ing anonymity. said that the
two other encroachers went to
court and injunctions were is-
sued in this regard after WASA
attempted to recover the lands

last .
';nu understand how time-
Ser Page 12 Col 1
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BNP leaders
greet Khaleda
on birthday

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and BNP Chairper
son Begum Khaleda Zia was
greeted by party leaders and
workers as well as relatives
and well-wishers on the occa
ston ol her 52Znd birthday on
Thursday, reports UNB,

Begum Zila staved at her
cantonment residence
throughout the day and re

ceived pguests, including party
leaders. relatives and admir
ers. who went there to wish
her a happy birthday

The Leader of the Opposi
tion went to her Minto Road
official residence 1n  the
evening where she was
warmly received by several

thotisaiul party  leaders  and
wnrkers. journalists. teachers
lawyers. prolessionals and a
¢t ross section ol people incluid
Iing women and children

She cut her hirthday cak:

in a simple ceremony in the
See Page 12 Col 4
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JCD, BCL clash at
BMC: 25 injured

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL., Aug 16 Al least
25 persons including a po-
liceman were injured. 5 of

them critically, in a gunligh
hetween BCL and JCD activists
Al the Barisal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College last night.
Seveunteen rooms of two
students hostels were ran
sacked and set on lire as the
rival activists exchanged over
I8 punshots and exploded sev

eral hand-bommbs during the.
clash

Police deployed on the
campus earlier to maintain
peace [{ired 10 rubber bullels

and |0 teargas shells to quell
the violence

Alter the c¢lashes three
magistrates along with addi

| thonal police forces raided the

two hosiels and arrested 4 ac
tivists and recovered a US
made revolver The arrested
student activists are, Musa.
Mizanur Rahman. Mehedi and

Unauthorised structures |7 hurt as labourers,

Ansars clash
at Sadarghat
By Staff Correspondent

Al leasl seven persons were
injured during a clash belween
labourers and Ansar personnel
at the Sadarghat launch termi-
nal in the city yesterday after
NOOoT.

Kotwali police ‘picked up
five Ansar personnel from the
terminal following the inci-
dent. police sources said. They
were identified as Humayun,
Abul Bashar, Hannan. Nurul
Hug and Moharaj. They were

r police cusiody.

The on-duly Ansars fired

some blank shots during the

clash at about 5:30 pm. police
sources said. without giving
details.

The injured persons were
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College H tal,

In another incident, Mo-

hammadpur Lhana police ar
rested a youngman with a riffle
from Sher Shah Suri road lasi
night after exchange of shots
with a gang of alleged terror-
ists, The alleged terrorisis
were roaming in the area when
4 police patrol team chal-

denged them
See Page 12 Col 3

Leading explorers may join
Oct conferences in US, UK

The government. in a bid to
attract foreign investment in
the country's energy sector,
will organise two international
investors conferences in Lon-
don and Houston in the first
week of October, according to
official sources.

Besides. a proposal for un-
solicitated bidding for hydro-
carbon ation now awaits
appmval of the Cabinet, they

The Power Cell of the En-
ergy Ministry meanwhile, is
preparing a privale power
ﬁcnerauun policy. framework
or power purchase agreement
and other policy guidelines to
facilitate private investment in
the r sector

Power Cell is also or
ganising a seminar in the city
on August 20 to be attended by
investors. businessmen
experts. Energy Minister LI
Gen (retd) Nooruddin Khan
will inaugurate the seminar

World s leading oil and hy
drocarbon exploration compa
nies have been invited to the

and ,

Rubel. They were sent to Lhe
court today. police said.

Seriously injured Nasirud-
din 25, Kakan. 25, Amir 22,
Kajal 22 and Mizan 24 were
admitted to the medical col-
lege hospital last night. Kakan
and Kajal were later sent Lo
Dhaka.

When contacted. later
principal Abdul Karim Mollah
sald the Academic Council of
the college met today but no
decision could be taken
whether the college would be
closed or not. The council will
meet again at 10-30 AM to-
MOTTOW.

In another incident at least
30 persons were injured in a
clash between the activists ol
BCL and JCD at the Sher-¢
Bangla Degree College al
Shikarpur nearly 20 kilome:
ires away from Barisal town
yesterday
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Justice Munim
heads LRC

Star Report

Former Chielf Justice Dr
FKMA Munim has been ap-
pointed Chairman of the Law
Reforms Commission (LRC).
according to official sources.

Meanwhile. the LRC Bill,
1996, has already been placed
in the Jatiya Sangsad. State
Minister for Law and Parlia- -
mentary Affairs Abdul Matin
Khasru moved the bill on Au-
gust 12,

Earlier, Justice Naimuddin
was made a member of the
three-member commission.
Another member is yet to be
appeinted, the sources pointed
ot

Justice Munim had joined
the then East Pakistan High
Court in 1951 as an advocate.
He became Advocate General
in 1970 and a judge of the
High Court the same year,

After the independence, in
1972. Juslice Munim was
made secretary to the Ministry

of Law and Parliamentary Af-
lairs and in 1973 he became a
jndge the High Court division
ol the Supreme Court,

~In 1976, he became a judge
ol the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court. He became
(hief Justice in 1982 and con-
tinued in the post for seven
years,

Samad Azad leaves
for Kuwait, Iran
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Foreign Minister. Abdus
Sanad Azad is due to leave
Dhaka tomorrow on a 5-day of-
licial visit to Kuwait and Iran,
according to diplomatic
SOLITCES.

This would be the first trip
abroad of the Foreign Minister
after taking office this time.

It would be a good will trip
to renew the friendly relations .
with the muslim countries and
OIC slates. established by late
president Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Some ex-army
officials, others
may be sued

{udOL. mns.plmcy

Star Repart

The government is planning
to file cases against some
former army officials and some
others for involvement in a
conspiracy”. highly placed offi-
cial sourees, said last night.

Thre# retired army officers
— Col Farcoqur Rahman. Col
Shahriar Rashid Khan and Ma-
jor Khairuzzaman — were
picked up by the police on
suspicion from diflerent areas
in the city on Tuesday and
were sent to the Dhaka Central
Jail on 30-day detention un-
cler the Special Powers Act of
1974.

Soine senior police officials
said that they had information
about the involvement of these
former army ollicials along
with some civilians in activilies
that could threaten the lives ol
sone important persons and
jeopardise the national secu-
rily.

See Page 12 col 5

Pak Foreign
Secy 1In city

Pakistan Foreign Secretary
Najmuddin Sheikh arrived in
the city yesterday on a three-
day visit 1o Bangladesh dunnﬁ
which he will have talks wit
officials here on matters of bi-
lateral and regional interest,
reports BSS,

He was received at the air-

| port by Foreign Secretary Fa-

rooq Sobhan. Pakistan High
Commissioner in Dhaka Karam
Elahi. Director General in the

By Sharner

October conferences which
would highlight the present
siluation in the energy sector
of the country and prospects
for investment.

The first such conference
was organised in September
1992, in Houston and it had
resulted in the signing of at
least 20 Memoranda of Un-
derstanding with different oll
companies.

e conference was also
followed by open negotiations
for f:xplnmilnn of hydrocarbon
reserves in 23 blocks in
Bangladesh. determined by the
Petrobangla. The negotiations
produced five agreements for
exploration in blocks 15 and
|6 by British-Dutch joint ven
ture Cairn Plc and Holland Sea
Search and in blocks 12, 13
and 14 by US company Occi
dential

The Caim Ple and Holland
Sea Search, now known as
Cairn Plc, as the lormer bought
ihe ownership ol the latter
rRiruck a gas reserve ol over
one trilllon cubic feet In the

ﬂn

shallow waters of the Bav of
Bengal

The discovery generated
much enthusiasm ameng lead
ing gas and oil companies ol
the world. sources concerned
noted

The government closed the

open negotiation offer in July

last year. |

H‘:w_ if the proposal for un
solitated bidding gets the ap
proval of the Cabinet. interna
tional tender will be floated for
'‘block negotiations through
national and imternational me
dia, the sources pointed out

Bangladesh now has a
proven gas reserve ol nearly 11
trillion cubic feet Since 1910
56 wells were drilled in the
country with a remarkable
success ratio ol 40 per cenl
one source said

As Lthe country s power and
fertiliser units heavily depend
natural gas as their main raw
material. exploration ol (resh
hydrocarbon reserves is being
emphasised

i —

Bangladesh Foreign Ministry.
Shamim Ahmed and senior of-

| ficials of the Pakistan embassy

were also present.

Talking to BSS, Najmuddin
Sheikh said that during his.
stay he will deliver a message
to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasima ftrom her I'akistan
counterpart Benazir Bhutto,

Sec Page 12 Col 1
Women officers

run DMP

centre in City

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police |DMP) yesterday opened
its lirst investigation cenire
run by women police al Mirpur
in the city.

With the opening of the
centre. women will now get
the scope to lodge complaints
o women investigating offi-
cers The cenire started its
activities with four female Sub-
Inspectors, two emale Assis-
tant Sub-Inspectors and 10
lemale constables.

Inspector General (IG) of
Police M Azizul Hm inaugu-
rited the centre ile local
MFP Alhaj Kamal hhmrd Ma-
jumder Commissioner ol the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Mohammad Salam and leaders
of different women's organisa-
tton addressed the function,
said a press release ol DMP.

The inaugural lunction was
also attended by additional
IGPs, DIGs and senior officials

ol the DMP.



