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Amici curiae, defending lawyers say

Writ against Shahabuddin
not maintainable

All the amici curiae and the
defending lawyers observed
that the writ petition. liled
challenging the election ol
former Chief Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed as the Presi-
dent of the Republic, is not
maintainable, as it is pre-ma-
tured.

After hearing the writ peti-
tion for the fourth successive
day the division bench of the
High Court Division compris-
ing Justice M M Huq and Jus-
tice M A Matin yesterday [ixed
Monday for judgement.

Barrister Rafique-ul Hugq
and Barrister Moinul Hossain.
made their submissions as
amici curiae yesterday. while,
Dr Kamal Hossain. another am-
icus curiae earlier submitted
his written argument.

At the end of hearing of all
the amici curiae and the de-
fending lawyers. Barrister Az-
malul Hossain, the counsel for
the petitioner. made some
replies, on law points, to the

By SC Correspondent

submissions of the defending
lawvyers.

Earlier. Barrister Rafique-ul
Huq concluding his argument
submitted that though it is
admitted fact that the Presi
dent gets remuneration and
other benefits out of the con-
solidated fund of the state. he
in no case could be treated in
service of the Republic.

Barrister Moinul Hossain
argued that as the President-
elect has not yet taken oath
and he is yet to start function-
ing. the writ petition., in the
form of quo warranto, is pre-
matured and hence the same
is not maintainable,

He, however, observed that
the petitioner has locus standi
to file the writ petition.

"The post ol the President
is the symbol of national unity."
Barrister Moinul Hossain
submitted.

Barrister Moinul Hossain
further argued, "the President
appoints all persons in the
service of the Republic, there-

fore, the status and position of
the employer and the em-
are not the same.

Dr Kamal Hossain in his
written submission said “The
election of Justice Shahabud
din Ahmed as the President-
elect was in conlormity with
the provisions of the Constitu-
tion

"The service rules
other provisions relating o

rsons in the service of the

public do not apply to the
President, as the President's
office is a constitutional one
and the term of his office is as
provided by Article 50 of the
Constitution.” Dr Kamal ar-

gued.

Earlier. Attorney General K
S Nabi, on behalf of the gov
ernment represented by the
Secrelary, I;dmiulry of Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Al
fairs., and Senior Advocate
Maksudur Rahman, on behall
of the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, appeared in the case.
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Foreign aid sought to

Representatives of some
foreign missions and donor
agencies in Dhaka had a meet-
ing with Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury at Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban (parliament
building) yesterday. reports
UNB.

Elaborate discussions were
held during the meeting about
modernisation of the parlia-
ment secretariat to make it
more effective and as to how
the donor agencies can assist
in the process, saild a parlia-
ment secretariat press release

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury apprised the rep
resentatives ol the needs of as-
sistance from donor agencies
for modernisation of the par-
liament secretariat.

Bangladesh is firmly com-
mitted to institutionalise par-
liamentary democracy in the
country, the Speaker said. "For
development. political stability
is a must and political stability
can be ensured only through a
democratic process.”

He said the people of
Bangladesh were highly enthu-
siastic about democratic sys
tem and this was manifest in

Lhe keen interest the ople
were flaking in Bangladesh
Television's specia 10

modernise JS Sectt

gramme on parliament session.
The Speaker saild steps
would be considered for live
telecast of parliament session
The representatives of the
donor agencies were informed
that the parliament secretariat
needed assistance for ¢omput-
erising its working system.
printing debates of parliament,
conducting seminars and ori-
entation programmes for the
MPs, andpfnr training of the
staff to increase their efli-

Ciency.

50 shops gutted

at Gournadi
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Aug 14 . At least
50 shops were gutted in a dev
astating fire at Torki Bandar

under Gournadi thana this
afternoon.

Witnesses said, the fire
originated from an electric
short circutt of a pulse crush-
ing mill. The blaze quickly en-

ulfed a big area of the bazar.
ine shops were gutted com-
pletely and forty others par-
tially in the fire that started at
3-30pm
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Punitive measures
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contemplate further action.

It may be mentioned that
some retired army olficers
were absorbed into the foreign
service after August 15, 1975
They were sent a recall notice
a few weeks earlier, Of them,
only Major (rtd) Khairuzzaman,
who was serving as the CDA in
Manila, responded to the no-
tice. Those who are yet to re-
port back to the Foreign Min-
istry are Major (retd) Noor
Chowdhury, énl (rtd] Ahmed
Sharful Hasan, Major (rtd) Mo-
hiuddin Ahmed. Col (rtd) Ab-
dul Aziz Pasha and Major (rtd)
Rashed Chowdhury.

Meanwhile, the Home Min-
istry, following the arrest of
three former army officers on
Tuesday, has started searching
the records to verify thelir in-
volvement in criminal and
anti-state activilies, sources in
the ministry said.

The three retired army offi-
cers — Col Farooqur Rahman,
Col Shahriar Rashid Khan and
MaLur Khairuzzaman — were
picked up by police on suspi-
cion from different areas of the
city and sent to the Dhaka
Central Jail for a 30-day de-
tention under the Special
Powers Act of 1974.

A high-level meeting held at

the Home Ministry yesterday
with the minister in the chair
discussed the matter., the
sources said.

Two cases under Arms Act
and Special Powers Act were

filed against Col (retd) Faroog
while no cases were liled
Collretd) Shahriar and Maj
(retd) Khairuzzaman till yes-
terday, police sources said.
The cases against Farooq were
lodged for possessing two ille-
gal firearms and some foreign
currencies, the sources said
adding that the CID police
wollld investigate the cases.

Editnﬂﬂnnuei

They added that the two
firearms which were seized
from the residence of the
brother-in-law of Maj (retd)
Khairuzzaman, from where he
was arrested. had valid docu-
ments.

Besides, the authorities
were also examining three
passports seized from Col
Shahriar's residence.

MOU signed
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ansion works. and container
andling capacity also will rise
to 75,000 TEUs yearly from
25,000 TEUs.

Earlier, as per a separate
MOU signed on April 2, 1996
the operation and m ement
of the ICD till 2010 were
vested with the Chittagong
Port Authority,

However, the MOU was
signed today for expansion ol
ICD against the backdrop of
increase in transportation on
eargo through container as per
overall demand of the country.
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Khaleda visits
injured JCD
workers at DMCH

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia veslerday visited
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal to see the condition of the
JCD workers injured in a clash
at DMC, reports UNB.

She went round different
wards of the hospital enquiring
about the condition of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
workers Arifur Rahman, Lutful
Kabir, Rezwanur Rahman Sohel
and Abu Bakr Siddique.

JCD leaders informed Be-
gum Zia that BCL activists at-
tacked Fazle Rabbi Hall of the
Medical College early yester-
aay. They fired gpunshots and
beat up students indiscirimi-
nately, the JCD leaders alleged.

. Begum Zja. the former
Prime Minister, told the in-
jured JCD workers to face the
terrorists with patience and
courage.

She said student commu-
nity and the people are always
against terrorism.” They are
with us.”

DMC closed

From page 1

clash between the two rival
student organisation on July
10. .
When the college reopened
on August 5 after the un-
scheduled closure for 25 days.
the JCD observed a four-day
strike on the campus to press
a six-point dEmarI(B
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Nation mourns

From page |

March 7, 1971, BEanga
bandhu was arrested on the
night of Augusi 25 as the Pak-
istani armed [orces attacked
the unarmed civilian popula
tion, whose only cr’ <¢ was to
have asked for equality and ju
tice "

Death sentence was
awarded to Bangabandhu in

August 1971 at a make-shilt
court at Layalpur, a township
some 100 km off Pakistani city

Alter his killing on August
15. 1971, the body of Banga
bandhu was llown to his village
home in Tungipara. Gopalganj
and was hurriedly buried im
mediately before the trauma-
lized nation could take stock
ol what had happened. The
rest ol Bangabandhu's family
members killed on the day
were buried at the Banani
graveyard in the r:itly.

In a travesty ol justice the
subsequent government put a
bar on trial of the killers pro
mulgating an Indemnity Ordi-
nance. which was later made a
part of the Constitution by the
government of Gen Ziaur Ral-
man. The Killers were alsu
later absarbed it diple
matic services prov il Uik
an aunloliqalic escape.

Two daughiicas wi e siau)
leader — Sheikh Hasina and
Shéikh Rehana could esen
the carnage. thanks to their
being on a trip abroad to
Crermany.

With the return of AL to
state power on June 23 this
year, the Hasina government
decided to observe August 15
as National Mourning Day and
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes in a befitting man-
ner.

The Prime Minister is
scheduled to fly to Tungipara
today to place wreath, and ol-
fer fateha at the mazar of

Bangabandhu.
In her message on the eve
of the day. Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina said, “let the
objective of a remembrance of
August 15 be a renewed dedi-
cation to the cause of liberty
and principles we fought for in
the days of our liberation stru-
ggle a quarter mntug' ago.”

As part ol the days pro-
ramme the national flag will
e hoisted at half mast at
Bangabhaban on the occasion
today. The day-long progra-
mme includes Quran-Khwani
and milad mahfil. A special
prayer will be offered on the
occasion.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas will attend the milad
mahfil and special prayer.

In observance of the Na-
tional Mourning Day, a three
day BJ)ruFramme began on
Tuesday last at Tungipara with
ministers, MPs belonging to
ruling AL and party leaders
placin% wreaths a the mazar of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

As part of the programme, a
discussion meeting on Banga-
bandhu was held yesterday
morning at Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman Degree College
premises at Tungipara. Gopal-
ganj. Minister ol State for
LGRD and Cooperatives Sayed
Abul Hossain addressed (he
meeting as chief guest
Thousands of mourners
from across the country
thronged the sleepy village
Tungtﬂara. on the bank of
river Baghia. to pay glowing
tributes to the best Banglaee in
thousands of years. Both sides
ol the streets from Gopalgan|

district headquarters to
Tungipara were decorated
with black Nags and festoons,

according lo reporis reaching
here

Awami League has drawn up
an elaborate programmes In
observance of the National
Mourning Day.

The programmes include,
hoisting of black ﬂ?n atop and
national and party flags at half-
mast at Bangabandhu Bhaban.
AL central office and all other
offices of the organisation at
5:30 am. placing of wreaths at
the portrait of Bangabandhu at
7 am, olffering Fateha at the
graves ol martyrs of August 15
at 7:30 anm. leeding ol desli-
tulus al various wards in the

o 12 noon to 2 pm,
Lolding of milad mahfils and
prowers ol - places of worship
and bringing out a mourning
procession in the city at 4 pm.

Bangladesh Television and
Bangladesh Betar have drawn
up special programmes while
national dailies will bring out
special supplements hiEh?‘ ht-
ing the significance of the day.

Bangladesh Postal Depart-
ment will issue a commemora-
tive postage stamp worth Tk 4
and a first day cover valued Tk
6 on bandhu.

Bangla Academy will hold .i
juvenile poetry recitation ses-
sion at 9 in the morning at
Academy's seminar room wlhiile
a discussion on life and works
of Bangabandhu will also be
held at the Academy premises
at 4 pm.

Institute of Fine Arts, will
organise a grand group arl ex-
hibition at Shilpakala Acadeiny
this morning. Post and Tele-
communication Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim and artists
Quayum Chowdhury and
Hashem Khan will be present
as guests of honour at the luic-
tion to be opened by poet
Shamsur Rahman.

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) will organise a discus-
sion meeting at 10 am at the
BUET Auditorium. Education
Minister ASHK Sadek will at-
tend the meeting as the chief
guest.

Nazrul Institute will arrange
a discussion at the Institute
auditorium in the city at 5:30

I1l.
Meanwhile, various socio-
cultural and political organisa-
tions have chalked out pro-
grammes at district level
throughout the country in ob-
servance of the National Mour-

ning Day.

PM: Materialise dreams
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nation would observe, in a free,
uninhibited atmosphere, the
anniversary of death of the Fa-
ther of the Nation with befit-
ting state honour.

She lamented that the
leader, who spent his life
struggling for emancipation of
his people against risks to his
life and miraculously escaped
hangman's noose, was done to
death through conspiracy.

Through the assassination
of Sheikh Mujib, Hasina said.
his killers sought to place the
country in new shackles of
subjugation and the principles
which went into the great War
of Liberation were trifled with.

Thenceforth, the process of
distortion of national hist
began with nefarious objective
of plrhg the younger genera-
Ei.:ig. in dark about facts, she

After the death of Banga-
bandhu, she said, social values
declined and corruption took a
heavy toll of national economy.
"Civic life, in time, became
hostage at the hands of forces
wedded to the dubious cause of
terrorism sponsored by the
usurpers of political autherity.”

Hasina said in the killing of
Bangabandhu, the greatest of
Bangalis in a thousand vears,
she lost her father, but tl?: na-
tion lost its thousand years'

heritage. dignity and pride.

"At the same time, the na-
tion became helpless and lost
its sense of direction,” she
said, adding that in the ab-
sence of trial of his self-con-
fessed killers, the stage was
set for murder and mayhem to
take over.

In past 21 years, she said
the proud nation of 1971 was
reduced to a state of destitu-
tion in the comity of nations.
"A land sparkling with rich-
ness, a land we knew as
Golden Bengal, was lost to us
and our children.”

Referring to the June 12
election, Hasina said, the Hen-
ple have expressed their lirm
commitment to guide the na-
tion to the correct path for
materialising the dream for
Golden Bengal.

She said the message that
goes out on August 15 is one ol
a revival of values that went
missing 21 years ago, "My
ﬁuldcn Bengal — 1 love you.

ave very lyrics remind us all
of the at leader who shaped
the patterns of our cellective
existence.”

The prime minister sought
divine blessings for her gov-
ernment to serve the cause of
the countrymen materialis-
ing the dream of Father of
the Nation.

10 alleged pirates
held, arms seized

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Au
Naval police arrested Pﬂ
leged pirates and recovered
arms Irom their possession
after raiding a boat on the Shi
talakkhya river here this
Mmormning.

FPolice quoted the arrested
as confessing that they were

14
al-

planning to commit piracies.
The at tarrﬁn? the pi-
rates that sailed from the

Arlcfm-ﬁﬂﬁm_rl at Tuesda
night reac Koilaghat of th-: ,

Shitalakkhya river at about 1]
am today. police said.

Acting on a tip off a squad of
Narayanganj naval police
raided the boat and arrested
all of them. The arms recov-
ered include one revolvar one
pipegun, one kirich. one knife.
three rounds of bullets and
four torch lights.

The arrested are: Rajab Ali
JO, Fazlul Haq. 24. Jalal Mia.
30, Harun, 22. Md Faziul Hagq,
22. Nowsher Ali. 30, Solaiman
25, Hallm, 20, Karim. 18 and
Asrafl, 22 All of them are from

Shibalaya thana of Manikganj
tlistrict

Pak Foreign Secy

due tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Pakistan Foreign Secretary
Najmuddin Sheikh. who ar
rives in Dhaka tomorrow,. is
likely to carry a personal let-
ter for Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina from her Pakistani
counterpart Benazir Bhutto,
sources concerned said

The Pakistani Foreign Sec-
retary will be in the capital for
three-day for bilateral consul
tations with his Bangladesh
counterpart Faroo? Sobhan. He
will leave Dhaka for Beijing on
August IB.

e Pakistani diplomat is
also likely to carry a letter of
invitation from the Pakistani

premter for the Bangladesh
|_lll't‘.lilll.t‘l'.
Tungipara

From page 1

to the country's independence
leader.

Jubo League. a front organi-
sation of Awami  loday
arfanged a commemorative
meeting and milad-mahfil at
the mazar premises.

A delegation of Jubo ue,
led by its chairman Sheikh Fa-
zlul Karik Selim, placed
wreaths at the mazar on the
second day of the three-day
national programme.

Some socio-cultural organi-
sations and party workers froni
different districts also placed
wreaths at the mazar of Banga-
bandhu today.

World leaders' tribute
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the two leaders.

Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda paid tributes to
the memeory of : A

In a to Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina he said - ~
I learn that 15 has been
declared a ganuf national
mourning in adesh in
memory of Shei Mujibur
Rahman. He is remembered in
India as a t c of
liberty a leader of his
people whose untimely end
casli a long shadow on the

liberated nation.

"It would be a fitting tribute
to his memory if we work ito-

her in cooperation and un-

standing. to enmhance the
ties between India and
Bangladesh in the mutual in-
terest of our peoples.” Gowda
said.

President of All India
Congress Committee (1) and
former prime minister of India
PV Narasimha Rao in a mes-
sage recalled with deep re-
spect the memory of Banga-
bandhu saying that time could
not dim the inspiring pres-
ence of Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
ran.

" Today as we remember
Bangabandhu. we are re-
mi of the deep bond be-
tween our two counitries, a
bond which he and Smt Indira
Gandhi eed must be nur-
tured a encouraged (o de-
velop., for the benefit of the
peoples of both Bangladesh
and India, he said.

Transit
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Nepal's 304.3 million dollar
trade deficil with its giant
neighbour.

india agreed in June to al-
low the duty-free entry to a
range of Nepali products. But
Nepal says it cannot reap the
benefits of the concessions
until they are included in the
treaty.

Lohani said the two sides
discussed defining a 'sub-eco-
nomic zone' that would pro-
mote coordinated infrastruc-
ture development in adjoining
areas of Nepal. northern India.
Bhutan and ;

"That would mean a lot of
economics of scale in coordi-
nation and planning. This is at

ummunimtmmm
try to push this ’
Ll'g’i'ﬁd ; concept,

Lohani also said he had
asked India to relax its rules
on Indians invesung in Nepal
and suggested more than one
private airline from either
country be allowed to operate
in the other.

- Tourism is one of Nepal's
biggest sources of foreign ex-
change. and many of its visi-

tor- .re lrom India. Lohani
Saul.

President Nelson Mandela
of South Africa in a to
the people of Bangladesh
shared his grief on the occa-
slon.

The South African Presi-
dent said. he. in his
capacity and on behalf of all
pc;!:)lt of South Africa. liber-
ated from the yoke of oppres-
sion. associate his country and
its people with the Bangla-
deshi people on their day of

national rming to com-
memorate the un death
of Bangabandhu Muii-
bur Rahman.

Kin Jigme

Singye
Wangchuk of Bhutan in ggiu
message to Hasina on the oc-
casion expressed his deep sor-
row and anguish

The of Bhutan and
myself s the SOTTOW
and anguish of your Emﬁhrnz
and the " of Banglades
on the da national mourn-
inﬁ. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
will always be remembered in
our country as a at and no-
ble leader of and a

true friend and well-wisher of
Bhutan.” the message said.

Khairuzzaman
was in India,
on Aug 15,
claims wife

Family members of Maj
retd) Khairuzzaman yesterday
said he was not involved in the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on 15,
1975, r s UNB.

“Whatl was published in the
newspapers about his involve-
ment in the incident was to-
tally baseless and imaginary.”
said Rita Rahman. the wife of
Khairuzzaman, at a press con-
ference at the Jatiya Press Clu
in the evening.

Khairuzzaman was one of
the three retired army officers

arresied by special branch peo-
lice in separate drives early
Tuesday. others were : Col
(retd) ed Farooq Rahman
411]":}:1]:;:.1rl Col [retd) Shahriar Rashid

Rita Rahman, a journalist,
told newsmen that in August
1975, Maj Khairuzzaman .was
in Ahmed 'Nagar, India, attend-

ing a training course on tank
maintenance. where he came
io know about the killing of

SEE sait:Ll the arms scized

from the Gulshan house during
Khairuzzaman's arresi were
not illegal Va''Ad Vieey. ep -, .
produced before Guilshan thana
immediately after the seizure.
but yesterday's press reports
clid not mention it.
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