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Tough-talking

NEW DELHI, A

14: Batting sensa-
tion Sachin Ten-
dulkar settled in-
to his new role as
India's captain

loday by warming

el

leainmaates Lo shape up or ship

oul, reports AFP.

The 23-year-old, who re-

placed the I!;Fuﬂm Moha-

mmad Azharuddin as skipper

earlier this week, cracked the
on his first day in office.

will not allow anyone to

relax.” the tough-talking Ten-

dulkar told his players during a

pre-season camp in Madras
ahead of the four-nation Singer
Cup in Sri Lanka later this
menth.

"I told the players what
their sibilities are.
have to work real hard at the
camp because | will not toler-
ate, any slackness,” he said.

Tendulkar's elevation to the
hot seat received nation-wide
sup after embarrassing de-
feats in the World Cup, two
other limited-overs tourna-
ments in Singapore and in
Sharjah in the United Arab
Emirates, and both the Test
and one-day series in England.

But the master batsman,
who served a three-year ap-
prenticeship under Azharu-
ddin. refuses to believe the
expectations will burden his
captaincy — or his extraor-
dinary skills with the bat.

ere is no pressure,” he

said. "You cannot perform if

you get bogged down by pres-
sure

"It's not that captaincy is
new to me. |1 have led y
and West Zone in domestic
cricket and it has not affected
my batting.

"I am ready for the job. It's a

great honour to lead your

cause he is such an invaluable

ing Tendulkar

Ttn:dulkar l:ﬁ‘u shed aside

aﬁtculntiun that his age — he is
the team's youngest player

along with Saurav Ganguly —
will pose a problem with se-
niors like the 33-year-old

Azharuddin.
"Age has got nothing to do

with it." he said. “I have been
laying inte ‘national cricket
E}r the seven years and under-
stand the responsibilities of

-

SACHIN TENDULKAR -

being captain.

"There will not be any ego
hassles with Azharuddin. He is
such a nice person and we get
along very well.

‘1 will leave Azhar alone to
regain his batting touch be-

member of the team. Easily
one of the best batsmen in the
world.”

Azharuddin, the target of a
vicious media attack because of
po-t::;l ﬁl:ri}‘m and a troubled per-
S0m e, responded by sayin
that Tendulkar "can be}rasuglr
that I will give 100 per cent."

The selectors retained
Azharuddin in the 14-man
squad for the Singer Cup
against world champions Sri
Lanka, Australia and babwe
and a five-match series against
Pakistan in Canada next
month.

Tendulkar said both series
were tough, but idkal warm-
ups’ for the hectic season
ahead which includes home
Tests against Australia and
South Africa and tours to South
Alfrica and the West Indias.

Tendulkar, whose tenure as
captain is certain to be ex-
panded ond the Sri Lankan
and Canadian tours, predicts a
brighter future for Indian
cricket.

"l want to make a team ca-

. pable of beating any side in the

world, and this team has the
potential to do it." he said.

"The Singer Cup will be
very interesting, but our real
test will come when we play
Pakistan in Canada, it's always
very special against Pakistan."

The baby-faced Tendulkar,
who made his international
debut against Pakistan in
1989, is already a veteran of
4] Tests in which he has
scored 2,911 runs with 10
centuries and 14 half-cen-
turies. :

He has also played 118 one-
dag internationals. scoring
4,084 runs with eight hun-
dreds.

MANHATTAN
BEACH. Cali-
fornia, Aug 14:
world co-number
one Steffi Graf
returned from a
five-week layoff to beat Ame-
rican Katrian Adams 6-4, 6-2
in the second round of the
450,000 dollars Acura Classic
Tuesday, r?ﬂs Reuter.

Gru.ir. whose tendinitis in
the left knee forced her to
miss last month's Atlanta
Games, didn't have the impec-
cable timing that has won her
100 titles, including 20 Grand

Slams.
Graf had difficulty with the

serve and mll]‘? style of the
94th-ranked ams but was
able to get th her first
match since the Federation
Cup on July 8.

It wasn't an match be-

cause she doesn't give you a
hm, so you have to ev-
point right fréom: the be-

ginn on,"” said’ the reigning

Yevgeny prevails

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut,
Aug !4 French open cham-
ion Yevgeny Kafelnikov rallied
rom a set to beat fellow Rus-
sian Andrei Olhovskiy 6-7 (0-
7). 6-3. 6-3 in the second
round of the 915,000-dollar
ATP Tour tournament here
Tuesday, s AFPF.
Kafelnikov, the top seed,
ot the edge for when he
Othovskiy in the second
game of the third set. He saved
three break points in the sev.
enth game to take a 5-2 lead
and wasn't challenged after
that.

Kafelnikov, 22, has cap-
tured three titles and reached
four more finals to cl;{mtp to ;
career high ranking ourt
in the world.

In addition to his victory at
Roland Garros. Kafelnikov pre-
vailed at the Australian hard-
court championship in January
and the Czech Open in May. He
fell to eventual cha An-
dre Agassi in the quarter-finals
of last week s ATP champi-
onship i Mason. Uhio.

Third-seeded Asnerican Jim
Couner moved into Lhe third
round with a 7-6 [7/5). 6-3
victory over Mikael Tillstrom
of Sweden.

Courier, a lour-time Grand
Slam champion. has won just
one title this vear capiuring
the US indoor championships
at Phi in March.

In first-round matches
Tuesday. Shuzo Matsuoka of
Japan surprised Paul Haarhuis
of the Netherlands, 3-6. 6-4.
6-4. 6-4 and Byron Black of
Zimbabwe Pat Cash ol
Australia, 7-6 (7/5). 6-4.

Cash. a wild-card entry. was
playing his second singles
tournament as he a Lo
come back from knee back
injuries. The 1987 Wimbledon

also lost in the first
at Newport in July

e B

French Open and Wimbledan
champion after the 68-minute

match. "It was a little bit more
difficult for a first round than I
wanted to have.”

"You try to find the lines
and go for a little bit." Graf
said. "But today it was impos-
sible because we had no rallies.
She serves, comes in, returns,
comes in. Pretty much every-
thing she's going to try to
come to the net.

e

STEFFI GRAAF

"Usually you try to set up
the point but here it's hit or
miss. You just were trying to
concentrate on your serve and
on r return.

Graf took the opening set
with a lone break in the fifth
games as Adams committed
three of her seven double
faults.

In the second set, Adams
took a 2-1 lead after trading
service breaks. But she faded
as Graf ran off the next five

Next up for Graf is a third-
well-j;-ﬂ‘? .

enus
iams, who overpowered fellow
American and 13th seed Linda

Becker skips
Canadian Open

TORONTO, Aug |4 Boris
Becker announced Tuesday he
would not play in next week's
Canadian Open. blaming a
wrist injury he suffered at
Wimbledon, reports AFP.

In recent weeks. the Ger-
man star has withdrawn from
tournaments in Cincinnati and
New Haven.

Only one of the men's top
five players — Thomas Muster
— is now scheduled to play the
Torento event, usually consid-
ered a warm-up for the US
Open.

Goran lvanisevic and Wayne
Ferreira are the only other two
among the top ten stll billed
for next week

Among the doubles. Aus-
tralia's Mark Woodforde and
Mark Woodbridge had already
announced their withdrawal
irom the event.

Wild 6-1, 6-2 in 55 minutes.

"I have never really seen a
whole lot of her matches," Graf
said of Williams. "She physi-
cally overpowers the ball. So
it's just a matter of being pa-
tient with her.”

Williams, who improved her
career mark to 7-6, is looking
forward to her first head-to-
head meeting with Graf, co-
ranked number one with
Monica Seles.

"l think everybody always
wants to play the number one

Graf's date with a tiro
-

player in the world," said
Williams, who turned pro Oc-
tober 31, 1994. "I think it will

be fun.”

Jennifer Capriati's come-
back attempt suffered another
setback when she had to with-
draw from her first-round
match.

Capriati was scheduled to
play Japan's Miho Saeki but
defaulted after reaggravating
the samie left gluteal strain that
forced her to pull out of last
week's Canadian Open in
Montreal.

"l was hoping that it would
be well enough for me to play
this week." said the unseeded
Capriati. "1 had been practicing
really lightly the last few days
and then yesterday | went
harder in l¥u:- practice and |
aggravated it."

Capriati added, “I'm hoping
to be completely healed for the
US Open.”

In other second-round
matches, fifth seed Amanda
Coetzer of South Africa beat
American Jolene Wantanabe 6-
4. 6-0 and Silvia Farina of Italy
upset tenth seed Nathalie
Tauziat of France 6-7 (7-9), 6-
3, 6-2

In other second round ac-
tion, Tommy Haas. an 18-year-
old German qualifier playing
his first ATP teur tournament,
stunned eighth-seeded Renzo
Furlan 6-1, 6-2 in the second
round.

Haas, ranked 390th In the
world and a finalist in the

prestigious Or Bowl junior
event in Florida, beal the 30th
ranked ltallan with little ap-
parent efiort.

“This Is a good win to beat
the number 30, saild Haas,
who trains at the Nick Bollet-
tieri Academy in Florida and

who turned professional In
March
‘Hut | have other dreams

Ll W -
: Epra:ﬁnl:ﬁ dﬁﬁh‘?‘fﬂgﬁ
on Fnday.

Furlan was joined on the
sidelines Britain s Wimble-
don hero Tim Henman. He was
beaten 6-2, 2-6, 6-4 by Mark
Knowles of the Bahamas.
ranked number 126 Lo Hen-
man's 35.

Less than twc months agn,
Henman was the toast of Bri-
tain as he earned the first
quarter-final berth for a home
in more than
decades at the All-England
Chub.

Sports Reporter

IM Reefat-bin-Sattar of
Biman earned a solo lead in
the Open International Rating
tournament defeating Monir
Hossain of Touchstone Club in
his eighth round clash at the
NSC chess room yesterday.

With the victory, Reefat
went atop the table with seven
points Jeaving his teammates
IM Ziaur Rahman and WM
Rani Hamid in second place
haM a point behind. Both Zia
and Rani drew their en-
counter.

Besides, eight players —
Indian IM Varugesse Koshy.
national sub-junior champion
Enamul Hossain Rajib, Ali
Amjad Mintu, Saidul Islam
Masum, Abul Kashem Bhuyan,
Shawkat Hossain Pallab and

Monir Hossain — were all
sharing third position with six
ints each.

The ninth round will begin
tomorrow at 3 pm at the same
VETIUE.

Rangers won't
gamble with
(Gascoigne

GLASGOW, Aug 14: Paul
(GGascoigne's chances of starring
in the first match of Glenn
Hoddle's term as England
manager were receding on

"Tuesday with his Scottish club
Rangers refusing to take any
risks with their prize asset,
reports AFP.

The 29-year-old midfielder
has an achilles tendon injury
and has been out of action for
several weeks.

His return to first team ac-
tion now seems likely to be on
Saturday, August 24, when
Rangers meet Dundee United
at Ibrox Park — 48 hours after
Hoddle names his squad for
England's World Cup opener in
Moldova on September 1.

"The injury is an awkward
one,” sai Ran%}:rs manager
Walter Smith. "We are taking
him slowly through training so
there is no recurrence,

"He's touch and go for Sat-
urday. so it may be he could
have a reserve outing and then
be ready for the Dundee
United match."

Rangers. meanwhile, should
hear from UEFA on Wednesday
if their European Cup second
leg tie with Alania Vladikavkaz
is to be switched to Moscow.

UEFA are looking into the
possibility of a switch because
of the war in Chechnya. close
to Vladikavkaz. and have
promised the Glasgow club a
decision in the next 48 hours.

Rangers will go into the
match with a 3-1 advantage
after the first leg. -

Niyongabo's .
. 209,
dedication

ROME., Aug 14: Olympic
5,000 metre champion
Venuste Niyongabo of Burundi.
dedicating his gold medal to
peace and reconciliation has

condemned sanctions imposed
on his war torn country by

African neigbours, reports
Reuter.

Burundi's Em in Rome
on Monday released a letter
from ghe Italian based ather

lete. who won his country's
first Olympic gold medal in
Atlanta last month, in which
he thanked his compatriot for
support and attacked sanc-
tions.

Niyonganbo, who currently
ltves in the historic central
Itallan town ol Siena, said his
experience of living abroad had
taught him that :ﬁan# had to
come {rom within.

"Solutions must come
through internal dialogue be-
iween citizens. military inter-
vention, economic aid or
commercial sanctions imposed
from outside cannot bring any
lasting solutions.” the Qﬁlltlt
said in his letter,

"That is why | condemn the
sanctions undertaken by cer-
tain countries neighbouring
Burundi.

"Contrary to their stated ob
jectives, Lhese measures can
only make the situation worse
and will ultimately be damag
ing to the cause of peace and
reconciliation in Burundi.”

Disgraceful !

ATLANTA. Aug 14 : Hun-
dreds of trees hastily planted
o make Atlanta more scenic
lor the Olympic Games are
already dying from neglect and
a hostile urban environment,
experts said on Tuesday.
reporis Reuter.

b

\!l he Olympic final.
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Surrey's Brenden Julian (arms raised) being felicitated by his teammates after catching Essex's Stuart Law (not in
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picture) off the bowling of Benjamin during their Nat West Trophy semifinal at The Oval on August 13. —AFP/UNB photo

Lancs-Essex NatWest final

LONDON, Aug 14:
Alec Stewart hit
his second cen-
tury in four days
but finished on
the losing side at
Tuesday as Essex
Fippﬁd Surrey to a place in the
inal of the NatWest Trophy.
reports Reuter, '

In the other semifinal Lan-
cashire survived a brave fight-
back led by out-of-favour Eng-
land seamer Darren Gough to
beat arch-rivals Yorkshire by
19 runs at Old Trafford.

Lancashire. chasing a cup
double, now meei Essex in the
final at Lord's on Saturday.
September 7.

In Essex's four-wicket vic-
tory. Surrey captain Stewart
cracked an unbeaten 125 to
add to the 170 he scored for
England in the second: Test
against Pakistan. But he was
poorly supported by his -team
mates as Surrey reached 275
in their 60 overs.

Stewart shared in a solid
opening stand of 8] with
Mark Butcher from the first 26
SVels "BUT "Witer Butcher Was
run onut for "27. Surrey! lost
their way.

it was only when all-
rounder Chris Lewis came o
the wicket in the run-push
that the home side picked up
the pace and chalked up the
runs needed to make Essex

Time s
To

NUKITALOFA. To fung
I4 The Pacitic Kingdom ol
Tonga celebrated a national
holiday on Wednesday to mark
the return of Olympic bﬂmnﬁ
hero Paea Wolfgramm  wit
dancing. parades and a regal
hanqurt. reports Reuter.

wolfgrammm. who fought
with a broken right wrist to
win Tonga's first ever Olympic
medal. said shaking the
of so many well-wishers was

around punching anything for

heal up. ”

The superweight silver
medalist arrived in Tonga on
Tuesday night to a welcome so
rapturous that it threw the in
lernational airport into chaos.

Thousands of Tongans

while angry passengers cursed
customs and airport staff for
long queues and delays as offi
cials celebrated with the
crowd

win a medal
be excused from our posts for

just a few minutes,” said one
official.

Wollgramm, a 26-year-old
whose 140 kg (308 |Ib)

physique is more a kin to a
drinker than a boxer, captured
world attention by reaching

tood still in
nga when ...

ands

making the injury worse.
But he told Radio New
Zealand @ As long as | don't go

the next month or so, it should

turned out to welcome him

It has taken 100 years tlo
S0 | think we can

The two England men made
61 from six late overs to give
the trophy favourites hope, but
275 always looked a softish
target at the huge Oval ground.

Essex started with a wob-
ble, losing England number
three Nasser Hussain early on,
but when Australian Stuart Law
came to the crease their chase
took off.

Veteran Graham Gooch (50)
found his touch and Law. due

{
.|
|
|

ALEC STEWART..; 125 n.o.

The win propelled the tiny
south Pacilic island group of
95.000 people 1o top ol the
world medal table on a popula
tion basis.

Wollgramm, dressed in a

traditional flax skirt, was
greeted by Prime Minister
Baron Vaea. other ministers

and dignitaries with hugs.
kisses and handshakes.

The Tongan police band
and traditional Tongan dancers
led the entertainment for the
n;-rq'wd. _
"I felt very humbled and
very proud. | lelt very, very
happy.” Wollgramm said,

“ It telt like the medal cer
emonies all over again but this
time the medal was a gold
medal.. | suddenly realise what
it means for Tonga to win their
first medal now " he said

The programme ol celebra
tions includes an audience
with King Taufa ahau Tupou iv
al the Royal FPalace followed
tH?, a parade through the capital
Nuku alola and a feast al a

public park
In the evening, Wollgramni

was lo attend a forrual 1ecep
tion with the King and mem
bers ol Parliament.

Wolfgramm . who is based in
New Zealand. sald he had
asked for a holiday in his home
island of Vavau but would first
have tc face another reception
and march through the town
there.

Star Entertainment Guide

lo fly to Australia straight after
the match to join his side for
the tour of Sri Lanka, played as
if he still had bags to pack.

He cracked 53 in 44 balls
to set the stage for Ronnie
Irani (52 not out), who saw
them home with 20 balls to
spare, lifting Essex into their
first NatWest final for 11 years.

At Old Trafford, Lan-
cashire's 293-9 was built on a
dazzling stand of 145 between
John Crawley and Graham
Lloyd. Four dropped catches
also undermined Yorkshire.

Carwley, fresh from his 53
for England against Pakistan,
hit 62 before being caught on
the boundary off the bowling of
Michael Bevan. Lloyd smashed
81 before being caught at
backward point, again off Be-
varl.

The Australian, booked on
the same flight as Law, then
sparked Yorkshire's reply,
cracking 85 off 106 deliveries
after the visitors had lost two
early wickets.

He wiis caunght on the
boundary bin Yorkshire were
sTiT Hopelul ' o' fevenge for
their last-ball Benson and

Hedges defeat by Lancashire
earlier in the sumimer,

Gough (42) Richard Blakey
(33) did their best, but with
the run-rate climbing to over
10 an over, theg eventually
faced an impossible task and
fell well short.

. Heroic welcome

for Aussie
Olympians

SYDNEY, Aug 14: Sydney
rolled out the red carpet today
as a 100.000 strong crowd
lined the main city streets to
welcome home the most suc-
cessful Australian Olympic
team ever with a ticker tape
parade, reports AFP.

The winners of 41 medals
— nine gold. nine silver and 23
bronze, many won by teams —
filled 50-open topped cars on
a slow drive from the Opera
House to the Town Hall where
the Olympic flag will decorate
the vestibule until the
Olympics here in 2000.

Baloons were released in
their hundreds and green and
#old smoke billowed from the
lop of the nearby Centrepoint
Tower.

"It's the best day of my life.”

said swimming silver medalist
Scott Miller, a favourite with
the teenage girls.

The car carrying swimming
superstar Kieren Perkins, who

won the pgold medal in the
| 500 metres. eventually had to
be escorted by two police on

horseback. to help it through
the crush.

New South Wales premier
Boh Carr told the athletes be-
fore a packed crowd oultside
the Sydney Town Hall: "Wel-
come home welcome Ilo
Sydney 2000.”

Amarnath and
Sharma on

Star Sports

Two key members of the
1983 World Cup winning In-
dian Cricket teamn — Mohin-
der Amarnath and Yashpal
Sharma — have signed exclu-
sive, contracts with Asia's
premier 24 hour sports chan-
nel, Star Sport says a press
release.

Mohinder and Yashpal can
be seen or rather he in ac-
tion during Star Sports forth-
coming live telecast of the
Singer World Series in Sri
Lanka. The next episode of
Star Sports weeklﬂy cricket
show ‘Cricket Week" will also
feature information on this ex-
citing development. The
episode airs on August 186,
1996, at 21:30 (BST).

Mohinder and Yashpal have
been signed up as expert Hindi
and English commentators for
Star Sports cricket coverage.
This move marks the consoli-
dation of the special Hindi
service Star Sports started
WHh the Wills World“Gap:
Since then sports such as
hockey, tennis and badminton
have also been broadcast with a
Hindi commentary option.

Zimbabwe squad
named for
SL tour

COLOMBO. Aug 14: The Sri
Lankan cricket board today
announced that Zimbabwe had
named a -15-member squad led
by skipper Alistair Campbell
for this month's Singer Cup
one-day series and a Test

series, r;:lpurts AFP.

Squad: Alistair Campbell
(captain), Andrew Flower (vice
captain), Eddo Brandes, Mark
Dekker. Craig Evans. Grant
Flower, Waynel James, Henry
Olonga, Ali Shah, Bryan Strang,
Paul Strang, Health Sreak,
Andrew Whitall, Guy Witthal
and Craig Wishart.

Yamaguchi wins
fair & square

OSAKA. Japan, Aug l14:
Keiji Yamaguchi pulled off a
unanimous decision victory in
a rematch against former
champion Carlos Murillo of
Panama today to retain his
World Boxing Association
(WBA) junior flyweight title,
reports AFP.

The rematch was ordered
by the WBA, following a con-
troversy over several correc-
tions on the judges score
sheets in the previous title
bout in May when Ya chi
won it by a narrow split deci-
sion.

Murillo, 25, became the
champion in January, beating
Choi Hi-Yong of South Korea,
He saw his record reduced to
34 wins, including 28 KOs,

against four defeats.
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