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World leaders
pay tribute to

Bangabandhu

World leaders sent mes-
sages (o Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina paying their
rich tributes to the memory of
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
n'~n on the eve of the National
Mourning Day, reports B55.

Chinese Premier Li Peng in
his message ﬁaid deep tribute
to Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and conveyed sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
family.

Handing over the message
to Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad vesterday Chinese
ambassador to Bangladesh,
Zhang Xujiang said President
Jiang Zemin and Premier Li
Peng had conveyed their sym-
pathy and condolences to
Sheikh Hasina personally. The
people of China had shared the
griel with the Prime Minister
and the people of Bangladesh,
the ambassador said quoting
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Announcement

The Stur Weekend
Magazine comes out
today with a fascinating
Cover Story on the new

generation of stage
players. Besides regular
features, read a special
report on Crimes of

Passion.
Editor

r—Inside Today
Article
Appeal to Khaleda Zia

» &
Indemnity Bill
by Mahfuz Anam

Page 4

8 16-page issue uf
{hnlu Star contains

a 4-page supplement
on the National
Mourning Day
Pages 13-16

m
Holiday

The offices of The Taily Star

will remain closed today

[Thursday) on account ol the

National Morming Day.
Therelore, there will be

no issue of the newspaper
|mnmrrnw (Friday).

1 cause of liberty

The nation pays
to the founder of independent
Bangladesh today markin
21st anniversary of deat

Rahman.

since Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman was assassinated
in a military putsch on the fate-
ful night of A
day has been declared a public
holiday.

On this day 21 vears
country's first President Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was killed
along with most members of his
family in a hail of gunfire at his
residence at Road No. 32, Dhan-
mondi in the city.

Sheikh Muji Rahman, his
wife, their three sons, two
daughters-in-law and some
other close relatives were
gunned down in the pre-dawn
action that drastically changed

In incidents Ban
bandhu's nephew, Sheikh Fazlul
Huq Moni, and brother-in-law,

SHRAVAN 31,

the
of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

The day is being observed as
National Mourning Day, for the
first time with full state honour,

15, 1975. The

, the

1403 BS.

Abdur Rab Sherniabat, were also
killed along with their families.
In all 23 members of Banga-
bandhu's family were killed that
night.

World leaders have sent mes-
sages to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina paying rich tributes to
the memory of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on the eve of the Na-
tional Mourning D

With his daug ter at the
helm of the state affairs, the na-
tion observes ufﬁcia]ly the Na-
tional Mourning Day today

marking the assassination of
Sheikh Muyjibur Rahman after a
lapse of 21 years.

Today the national wi]l be
hoisted at half mast at public and *

Sheikh Mujib, the founder
joint secretary of Awami League
in 1949, became general secre-
tary of the in 1953 and sub-
sequently ame president of
the party in 1966.

After his bold declaration that
the struggle this time was for
freedom and i ence of the
then East Pakistan from the
West in his historic speech on

See Page 12 Col 4

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesierday hoped that
the nation would take the
way for translating into reality
the Golden Bengal as dreamt
by Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, reporis UNB,

In a statement on the eve of
the National Mourning Day she
said her government has been
entrusted with the historic re-
sponsibility to lead the nation
towards development through
national consensus, o repay
debt to the Father of the Na-
tiomn.

“Let the objective of a re-
membrance of August ]5 be a
renewed dedication t
and {he prfh
ples we fought for in the days
of our liberation struggle 25
years ago.” said the prime min-

1996

of Bangabandhu

By Staff Correspondent
rich tributes

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Mi:sterialise dreams of
Bangabandhu: PM

ister.

She recalled that 21 vears
ago. on the morning of August
15, 1975, the darkest of deeds
in the history of human civi-
lization was committed in

adesh.

e reactionary forces ar-
rayed against Bangali freedom
and national sovereignty struck
a grievous blow at the nation-
hood through assassination of
Bangabandhu and the members
of his family, she said.

Thus the life of the greatest
Bangali of all times, the foun-
der of sovereign Bangladesh,
was put to an end, she said,
terming the August 15 as a day
reminiscent of nighdmare and
shame™ for the'Bangali nation.

Hasina mentioned that for
the first time in 21 years, the

See Page 12 Col 4
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TUNGIPARA {Gupalgan]!']L
Auﬁ 14: Tungipara wore the
look of a place ol pilgrimage as
streams of people kept con-
verging on Mujib's mazar
premises to mourn the assas-
sination of the nation's found-

ing father, reports UNDB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will come here tomor-
row, the concluding day of the
three-day national mourning
programme, to place wreaths
at the mazar of the late leader.

The Prime Minister is ex-
pected to come here at 10:30
am to lead the state-arranged
programme on the occasion.

Chiels ol three servic
foreign thptomats, fhgl. <,
and military oflicials will also
visit the mazar to pay homage
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Nation mourns assassmatlo ]DMC again closed

sine die as
students clash

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Medical College
[DMC) was closed sine die for
the second time yesterday,
only nine days alter its reopen-
ing, and the students were
asked to leave the hostels by 5
am.,

"Following the clashes that
left three students injured twp
ol them seriously, a meeting of
the academic council unani-
mously decided to close the
college sine die from 14
August and ask the students
vacate the residential halls by
5 pm on pifrumlds of indisci-
p‘iine and lawlessness on the

campus” said a press release
issued by the DMC authorities.

Arifuzzaman Palash,
Rezwanur Rahman Sohail and
AB 5iddik Fatik, identified as
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
leaders, were admitted to the
DMC following the clashes.

Begum Khaleda Zia, Leader
of the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad and Chairperson of
the (BNP) visited the injured
JCD leaders at the hostel and
urged them to face terrorists

with patience and courage.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in a press
statement, condemned the
incident and demanded trial of
those involved in the 'terrorist
act.’

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
[JCD) backed by the BNP and
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), student wing of the rul-
ing Awami League, came out
with contradictory statements
on the incident and blamed
each other for the closure of
the college.

The press release issued by
the DMC authorities said
"Dissatisfied over the allotment
of a room at the Dr. Fazle
Rabby Hall two rival groups of
students on the DMC campus
exchanged hot words, followed
by explosion of bombs, firing of
gunshots and lawlessness on
the campus that ultimately led
to the closure of the institution
for an indefinite period.”

Earlier., the college was
closed sine die [ollowing a

See Page 12 Col 3
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India gives Nepal transit route
to & from Bangladesh

NEW DELHI. Aug 14: India
has agreed to let traders from
landlocked Nepal cross its ter-
ritory to reach ports in
Bangladesh, Nepali Foreign
Minister Prakash Chandra Lo-
hani said today. reports Reu-
ter.

"The (Indian] government
has agreed to provide a new
transit route to and from
Bangladesh. | see it as a break-
through,” Lohani told a news
conference at the end of a two-
day official visit to the Indian
capital.

Mountainous Nepal has had
access to the sea only through
the Indian port of Calcut.;.a

e T i e v

counting tor e J-'ﬂ per cent
of its foreign trade.
Goods from Nepal now will

be able to transit a small land
cusridor across northeastern
India to reach Bangladesh.

Lohani said Nepali busi-
nessmen using Calcutta port
had complained of delays and
congestions. Letting them use
the 60-km Kakkarbhitta-Phul-
wzTi route to reach Bangladesh
would cut transport costs and
shipping delays. he said.

Nepali businessmen say the
route would also reduce the
Kingdom's dependence on In-
dia. A Nepali embassy spokes-
man in New Delhi said Ban-
gladesh had approved the plan.

Lohani also said he had
useful talks with lndian Prim:
Minister HD
F‘Jﬂﬁfl‘l . 3

"We are impreascd bv the
attitude of friendship and for
the rightness we have seen.

s 5

Your foreign minister is very

f[orthcoming, and wants to
start a new era of cooperative
relations with neighbouring

countries,” Lohani said.

But Lohani said India had
turned down Nepal's request
to help it repatriate .some
100, ﬂl}ﬂ refugees from nerghr
bouring Bhutan who have set-
tled in suulhern Nepal.

"We have been requesting
Indian help in solving this
problem and we have been
asking the government here to
advise Bhutan, but he (Gujral]
told us this is a bilateral prob-
lem and it is difficult for India
to be involved," Lo

.h.'d
*agﬁia:.tﬁeis fl :
sures into a 1991 bilateral
trade treaty to help ftrim
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Arms recovery
drive to
continue for
two months

Star Report

The country wide arms re-
covery drive that began mid-
night Tuesday will continue for
the next two months, accord-
ing to ofticial scurces.

The sources, however,
could not give details of illegal
firearmis recovered on the first
day of the crackdown.

The official sources said, a
lotal of 658 firearms along
with 977 ammunition and 374
explosives had been surren-
dered in 64 districts and four
metropolitan cities under a
seven-day amnesty that ended
m Tuesday.

The surrendered arms in-
cluded SMG 3, rifle 7, cut-rifle

SLR 2. single- barrel gun 21,
duub]c barrel gun 6. country-
made gun 22 foreign sawed-
off rifle 25, revolver (country)
46, revolver (foreign) 47, pis-
tol (country) 26, pistol
(foreign) 15, pipegun 327,
shuttergun 66, LG 17 and
others 27.

Rly, CPA sign
MOU to expand
Dhaka ICD

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 14: A
memorandum of understand-
ing was signed today between
Chittagong FPort Authority and
Bangladesh Railway with a view
lo expanding Dhaka Inland
Container Depot (ICD).

According to a statement
issued by the port authority,
Chittagong Port chairman
Captain Zahiruddin Mahmud
and Bangladesh Railway (east)
general manager Forhad Reza
signed the MOU for their re-
spective sides at the CPA ol-
fice. Chittagong Port Authority
till give a loan of Tk 50 crore
to the Bangladesh Railway for
expansion of the Dhaka l(.IJ as
per plan approved jointly by
the Port Authority and Railway.
The loan money provided by
the Port Authorily will be ad-
justed Irom the Railway earn-
ing against conlainer handling
at the ICD, the statement said.

Thr Q?'{paﬂw ol the ICD is

g e Ty e R, G0Ny

L-} from the existing 1.000
TEUs, after completion of ex-

See Page 12 Col 3

Punitive steps if recalled
diplomats don't return

Star Report

The government is planning
lo take punitive action as per
rules against the army officers
inducted as diplomats follow-
ing the August 15 killing ol
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muﬂihur
Rahman and members ol his
[amily, said State Minister for
Foreign Allairs Abul Hasan

Chowdhury

‘We shall take action as per
rules " he told The Daily Star
last night. He said that the of
ficers have been given the
necessary time for their return
and tf they do not come back
the governmnent will have to

e Page |2 Cal |

(Dlal I sld-l lﬁTﬂ

JTTIA DTS- FERFT-SeeNrad T e 7=
e woF Tifdugn TP WTET WX Wesri¥ a7y

[WRT AT AEIAT IEART IR

AT TR T2~

W] SIH-7E A R,

OR_PF AR
BT S T TRIR LT T - R TR

&

fo, a% o1 959G 55 -0/

I killed in N'gan;
garments
factory fire

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Aug 14
One person was burnt to death
and 10 others sustained in
juries in a fire al a garments
factory at Tanbazar here last
night

Obaidur Rahman Kazi, 30,
the gatekeeper of Padma Kneat
Apparels, was roasted alive as
he was trapped inside the lac
tory building, police and wil
nesses sald. The injured in
cluded three firefighters and
(heir aides from the locality

Two units from the Hajiganj
fire station and the Mandol
para fire station extinguished
the blaze at 11:30 pm. The [ire
originated reportedly lrom an
electric short-circuit at about
930 pm

Police estimated the extent
of damage at about Tk eight
lakh while the owner of Lhe
lactory claimed the loss to be
ol Tk I8 lakh

Worst traffic
jam n recent
months

The city traffic virtually col-
lapsed vyesterday for water
logging and various other rea-
sons. causing unlimited
sullerings to the communers,
reports UNB

According to traffic officials,
reasons behind yesterday's jam
all over the capital city in-
cluded an incident at Amin-
bazar, rains underconstruction
underpasses. processions and
slages on sireetls

When contacted. DC
(Traffic) Nur Mehammad. who
led day-long effort to bring the
traffic under control. termed
the situation as the worst in
recent months

The jam was al its worsl on
the Mirpur road connecting
New Market 1o Gabtoli bus
terminal as some truck drivers
left their vehicles scattered at
Aminbazar after an incident
with traffic officials at about 4

pIm

Hasina to visit
China Sept 12

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is likely to start her
five-day state visit 10 China be-
ginning September 12

The official announcement
and details of the visit may be
made by Foreign Minister Ab-
dus Samad Azad when he
holds his first press confer-
ence on Saturday at 5 pm.

The Foreign Minister is also
likely brief about the progress
of the water talks and other bi
lateral issues with India follow
ing the visit of Foreign Secre
tary Farooq Sobhan
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