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| Kashmiri rebels gear up anti-election activities s '
Nat'l Confce to contest polls Off the Record

despl te dea th | ] ts Attacking owls

HONG KONG: Al least eight people have been injured in a

series of attaeks by 'wo owls after their nest was destroyed in
easiern coastal China. it was reported TLI{“&ﬂﬂ}" says AFP.
The owls began attacking villa
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Former US President Jimmy Carter (1.) and his wife Rosalynn (R carry a panel. Monday, as
some 800 volunteers from 11 countries began the construction of 10 homes part of the
"Habitat for Humanity Internationa’ plan (HFHI) T!hq project. organised by Jimmy Carter
and other HFHI leaders, W1ll be the first one to be realised outside the United States
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Subash Mukherjee wins Akademi:

Noted Ben ali
fﬁgg?hi the
ay. repo
The fellowship

oclt

"iuhaqh Mukherjee was awarded

ahitya Akademi at a function in Calcutta
rts from Calcutta.
is the Akademi's

highest honour conferred

on Indian writers. Mukherjee was selected with six others for
the fellowship at a meeting of the Akademi on February 23

according to the Akademi's regional

Bhattacharjee.

secretary. N K

Pandit Vishnu Kant dies: me freedon

fighter and veteran journalist. Pandit Vishnu Kant Malviya,
dlcd at his residence in Allahabad vesterday after a protracted
ililness. He was 84, PTI reports from Allahabad. He was the
grand son of Pandit Madan Mohan Malviva. He was the chief

reporter of the All

India Radio [AIR) Allahabad

till his

. retirement. He is survived by a son and two daughters.

Sweden to host confce on child abuse:

A total of 122 countries have signed up to attend a world

late:
the

congress in Sweden
exploitation of children.
from Stockholin.

this
organisers said.

the sexual
AFP reports

month on

"We don't know whether representatives will come from

all these conmitries. Sonmie iy

pol bowee the money
counting on about 100 countiies,

311t we are

s Lisbeth Palme, presi-

dent of the committee organising the August 27-31 Congress.
" The Congress will seek to adopt a declaration against the sex-

ual

loitation of children and a plan to action to put it into

effect. Palme said at a press conference Monday.

Peace talks fizzle out in Mexico:

Peace talks in southérn Mexico fizzled out Monday

after

discussions on political reform deteriorated into bickering
over democratic and legal changes, AP reports from Son

Indres.

The six dajrs of talks had been e

cted bring a settlement

between the gmrfrnmant and Chiapas Indian !'Ebf'lﬁ who

*Wuﬂtb the l:mle

the
democratic and judicial re

puw:gul typ hmn was expec

negotiator. acmsmg:

ment ol ufﬁ:rmg mlscrahle feable proposals” on
orm

towards Japan:

ed to sweep

n's southern

mest main island of Ky ushu as early as Iatc Tuesday as it
slowly continued to head northeast, AP reports from Tokyo

Some 54,000 households on Okin

awa, about 1.600 ki nme-

tres (1,000 miles) south of Tokyo. and several other small
southern islands have suffered blackouts since Monday night

because of the storm.
Electric su

local power company officials said.
was restored to some parts of Okinawa as the
typhoon slowly moved away Tuesda

morning: But most

houses on Amami Oshima, a smaller island about 300 kilome-
tres (186 miles) northeast of Okinawa, where the typhoon is
currently approaching. continued to be affected.
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Turklsh Pl".llhﬂ Mllﬂﬂtﬂr NEcmettm Frhdkah (C) and .

Pakistani Premier Benazir Bhutto (L) walk -together after

his arrival on Monday.

—AFP/UNB photo

— AFP/UNB photo

| SRINAGAR. India, Au Although many of its ac- he said o = s passing by their nest

. Kashmirs main Mushlim arty tivists have been killed by On Monday. the Jammu and uilt on an old maple tree in a village in Sanmen Eam
today vowed to contest state Muslim militants, it retains a Kashmir Islamic Harkat-ul- Zhejiang province on June 3. the Hong Kong branch of
legislative elections next strong network throughout the Momne=|] group warneu DEWS: SEEviee Sl

= R LN Pl

month despite death threats

fromi a hardline sepdratist
group. reports AFP
The pro-india National

. Conference reiterated that it

' here,
will 1ake place.

would run candidates in all 87
ronstituencies in ithe
Himalayan state. _and was rrady

o face casualties during the
campaigning.

"We have to facre the
threats,”

its general secret
Bashir Ahmed Kichlu toid :ﬂ
A couple of casualties
Nobody can
help it We are not going to rumn
elWH}’

The National Conference is
the most influential party in
Kashnur, [ndia s only Muslim-
majority state It has ruled the
state many times and won the
last legislative elections held
it March 1987

Kashmir Valley. It is headed by
former chief minister Farooq
Abdullah, a Muslim.

The Awami League party.
which was formed last year by
scores of former Muslim mili-
lants, also echoed Kichlu's
sentiments, saying only elec-
tions would end Kashmir's,
protracted separatist cam-
paign.

“The militants still around
will continue to give threats,
but now the Kashmiri masses
know they are the ones re-

sible for the bloodshed in
this state.” said Javed Shah
the League vile-president.

I‘!'t.jtlr are with us People
are sick and tired of all the
'i.mlrnm- 'I'hr.}r Want elections

g‘;: want democracy. It
:5 wt who have helped to re-
store normalcy [in the state),

against paru.cipation in the »
coming eleciions, thfrut
who did woiild be kill(rtlf}‘I

"No one shall be allowed to
construct a political empyre on
the graveyards of thousand: of
martyrs who laid down their
lives for the cause of indepern-
dence.” a statement by the
group said.

Earlier FT1 says. fnﬂy-c-nc/
persons, including 29 mili-
tants and five members of a
family, were killed and five in-
jured as militants intensified
their activities in Kashmir in
an attempt to disrupt
Independence Day celebra-
tions and sabotage the forth-
coming ﬂﬁ‘lnf[l.’l]'}]}’ elections

The deceased nilitants in-
chide some top ranking com-
mdanders an ten foreign

The series of owl attacks stated after a little
the owl's nest with hambm poh- and was attac

owls nestling in it

ked by the e
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KATHMANDU: At least 30 monkeys. thought to come from

Kathmandu's famous

o AFF.

"monkey
vlectrocuted in the Nepalese capital

temple.’

were accidentally
early Tuesday. reperts

Witnesses said the unfortunate simians were electrocuted
when a high vnltag:firﬂrma] cable snapped and came down

on a barbed wire
The unsuspect

a near ungle b'i"

shock of t lives."

[0

"monkey temple”

as usual tried to cross over to

ifting the barbed wire but they the
a witness said. s
The monkeys were thought to come from the ne
tempie of lord Pashupti Nath. a tourist hunt also known as
due to thousands of monkeys
Onlookers blamed the government for ru
age lines overhead. instead of opting for an

o

aning High volt

underground

wirimg system as used in other countries.

T could have been

sheer negligence by the egrtr:ruy authority.”

instead of the . It is

Hari Prasad

mercenaries

Uprety. another witness said.

Troops detain
over 50 people
in Srinagar

SRINAGAR. India, Aug 13
Indian paramilitary troops have
detained more than 50 people
in a hunt for separatist rebels

in Srinagar, summer capital ol
the t1oubled state ol Kashmir,
belore Thursday »
Independence  [Day cere-
mornles, reports Reuter

Police officials said the ar-
rests were made over the past
week alter troops cordoned ofl
Srinagar s residential areas.
The rebels have targeted
India s Independence Dav cel
ebrations during a five-year re-
valt against New Delhi's rule

"Cordon-and-search opera-
tions are important in this
city, a semor pohice oflicials
said. "Al least half a dozen sub-

versive elements are being
ru'ht-d up in each operation
wecause they could create

treuble on the occasion ol

Independence Day

Republicans open
convention

SAN DIEGO. Aug 13: The
man who wouldn't run, Colin
Powell called candidate Bob
Dole a "man of strength, matu-
rity and integrity’ Monday as
Republicans opened their
presidential nominating con
vention, reports AP.

~ The tribute and
by former presidfnts ollo
adoption by delegates of a plat
form more extreme than their
nominee on some foreign pol-
icy and other issues.

Dole. buoved by enthusiastic
acceptanee ol running mate
Jack Kemp and a belated en-
dorsement from his last re-
maining rival. Pat Buchanan,
promised that “the era of Bill
Clinton is about over."

h-rs

He also hailed new polls
showing him., for the first
time. within 10 percentage
points of President C,lintun.

US Arms Control chief in
Geneva to save CTBT

GENEVA Aug |3 LIS Arms
Control Director John Holum
flew to Geneva Monday to add
his weight to a bid to save a

trealy to end nuclear testing.
reporis AF
Russia and China have re-

| lused to make concessions to

1

india the main hold out. and
the standoff threatened to
wreck two and a hall years of
negotiations

With 10 days left before the
treaty was scheduled to be

| sent 1o New York for final ap-

woval, talks were thrown into
urther turinoil when lran
backed by India and Pakistan —
asked for new discussions on
the treaty's text

India demands the five de- |

g

clared nuclear powers
Britain. China France, Russia
and the United States — elimi
nate their arsenals within a
specified time frame

[ran alse wants chanpges in
the way the trealy's 51-mem-
ber Executive Council is made

"Wf have a number of folks
who are using procedure to
bring about practically a tolal
halt to the proceedings.” said
US Ambassador Stephen J.

Ledogar. “The aim | guess is to
kill the treaty..
The world has tried for 40

years to ban nuclear test ex
plosions and put an end to the
arms race. The 6]-natien
Conference on Disarmament is
trying to complete the negotia-
tions in time for the treaty to
be signed at the UN General
Assembly in September

Russia and China are trying
to pressure India into joining
the treaty by insisting its name
is inriuc{-d in a list of 44 key
countries who must ratify fnr
the treaty to take effect.

But the environmental
group Greenpeace' accuses
China and Russia of pur
[ully trying to scuttle the ac-
cord by refusing to make con-
cessions to India.

refugees

Lanka to send more food
convoys to Tamil refugees

COLOMBO. Aug 13: Sri
Lanka plans to send more food
convoys to hundreds of thou-
sonds of hangry Tamil ref
displaced by the latest fighting
in the ‘tropical island's nn:-rtli

aid officials said today. reports

Reuter.

Seven mobile International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) medical teams were
helping the refugees scattered
in the dry zone jungle running
low on food and water. a
spokeswoman said.

"We're verv concerned
about the- shortage of food.
water and shelter for the
" she said.

The army allowed 10 trucks
ol food into areas held by the
rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on

Monday following a three-week
blockade after it halted the

" bombardment of the northern

rebel-held town of Kilinochchi.
_"This is not enough,”
said a local Cross oflicial
in the frontling town of
Vavuniya, 215 is km (134
miiles) north of Colombo. "We
mE:ct more food trucks to go

Snme 200, UDU people fled
Kilinochchi. 70 km (45 miles)
north of Vavuniya. following an
g%mf assault that began on July

Most of them were livi
under trees in snake-infeste
jungle near irrigation lakes be-
cause of drought while others
sought sanctuary with (riends
and relatives.

Novel protest
against child
slavery
NEW DELHI, Aug 13; Near

250 children today release
baloons here In a novel protest

Labour Ministry after the po
Hce sto d them from walk
'inﬂ lo the primie minister's
| house aboul
| four miles) away J

affon was or-

' The demonst
anised by the centre of
‘onc®rn for Child Babour
I ICCCL), a non governmental
ﬂrull[l opposed to child slavery,
| which widespread Iin the
ruumn,r.
The children, aged six lo

12 years and drawn from
lamilies carried
nouncing child employmeént
and demanding the right to
education.

Iran lodges law
] L
suit against US
- 1
in ICJ
TEHRAN, Aug 13: Iran to-
day lodged a law suit against
the United States in the
Iinternational Court of Justice
at The Hague, reports Xinhua.
The state-run ranian tele-
vision reported in its evening
English programme that the
Iranian complaint was lodged

by Deputy Foreign Minister for
Legal and International Affairs
Mohammad Javad Zarif.

The announcement was
made by Irgnian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi [following the
statement of Fore Minisier
Ali Akbar Velayati on Iran's
decision to go to arbitration in
protest against the US viola-
tion of international conven-
tions.

against child slavery but were
revented [rom marching on

rime Minister H D Deve
Gowda's residence. reportis
AFP

The young demonstirators
staged a sit-in protest near the

six kilometres

playcards de-

Hekmatyar announces
ceasefire between Kabul

govt and its main rival

KABUL., Aug 13 Afghan of the country.” he said in
Prime Minister Gulbuddin rcommunique issued by his of-
Hekmatyar today announced a  fice.
ceasefire between the belea. “Under this deal, the cease-
guered Kabul government and [lire will be effective from
one of its main rivals in the Tuesday morning and will re-
north of the war-torn country., main in force until the an-

reports AFP. nouncement of the results of
He also revealed in a the talks between our twe

statemerit that warlord groups.” it added.

(CGeneral Abdul Rashid Doestum, Earlier AFP says: Pakistan

who controls the north of agreed Monday te reopen its

cmbu.ytnlhhtﬂlnduﬁﬂ
to host a conference of Afghan
iﬂdmluﬂndnlnluﬂmlnthe

country's factional war,
S ry officials

The agreement to reopen
Lhe emubassy, burned in a mob

attack last Sepiember, was
reached durigg a be-

fween Pakistani Foreign
Minister Sardar Aseff m

ﬁui and a visiting g

Israeli govt takes first,
small move to develop
settlement on WB, Gaza

JERUSALEM, Aug 13 ment m the Wul

Alghanistan, had promised to
reopen Kabul's most vital road
artery linking it to the north.
The ceasefire, which ana-
lysts said marked 3 symbolic
success for the ntur remier,
started at 8:00 am 30 BST)
today and will Iant until a
round of ace talks between
the two sides is over, he said.
For the time being agrec-
ment has been reached lor a
general ceasefire in the north

Israel's new hardline govern-  (aza imposed b,r
ment has taken aJE:tﬁhﬂT:til Jlﬁ“ﬂﬂl Igufm‘nen _
m:ndn u{'rglp | land even muymp: -H.l: uﬁr Fa m*.
Euﬁ?.h BT 8. reports procedure aimed at
o On Monda Defence pﬁﬂﬁrﬁltm T&ﬁ
inister Yitzhak Mordechai - cupied lands. ot slahe-

annovnced he had a |
Elacing some 300 mobile

omes at Educational and
Public Institutiens at Jewish
settlements in the West Bank
ahead of the school

rate. More than 130,000 Jews
live amid nearly two millien
Arabs in the areas.

The announcemeni came
-shortly after Net , at a

The move was the first on pews conference with Arab
settlements since Prime journalists, said Israel's in-
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's ‘terim peace deal ‘with the

government on August 2 lifted palestinians did not bar set-

restrictions on Jewish settle- . {lement building.

Chechens propose talks on

MOSCOW, Aug |13: Chechen
rebels proposed talks on a
ceasefire in Grozny today,
rebel spokesman Movladi
Udugov told AFP. as a rebel of-
fensive in the capital raged
into its eighth day.

The separatisis sent a rep-
resentative to Russian com-
manders to "propose a meet-
ing Tuesday at midday" (0800
GMT) between senior rebel of-
ficers and representatives of
Russian f{orces commander
Konstantin Pulikovski, Udugov
said. .
The rebels were awaiting a
response, he added.

AP adds: Russian troops
battled Chechen separatists in
Grozniy for an eighth day
Tuesday, despite assurances
from Boris Yeltsin's security
chief that his inlervention has
brought the sides closer to a
ceasefire.

Alexander ' Lebed said
Monday that he and separatist
military leader Aslan
Maskhadov agreed on negotia-
lions for a ceaselire and for
withdrawal of rebel fighters
Irom Grozny, the Chechen cap-
ital. now gripped by some of
the liercest tighting since the

war began in Decergber 1994.

The rebels continued to
control the city centre
Tuesday. driving arocund in
cars and four-wheel-drive ve-
hicles. The Russians answered
with tank, mortar and sniper
fire, but there was no sign of a
Russian ground assault to re-
take the centre.

Maskhadov and Gen.
Konstantin Pulikovsky, acting
commander of federal troops
in Chechnya. began talEs
Monday afternoon by -tele-
phone, Lebed said. But on
Tuesday, the Interfax news
agency reported that
Maskhadov had not been able
to reach the federal command
by telephone Monday.

The rebels said they were

irving to set up talks with
Russian military ‘leaders
Tuesday. '

Lebed, Yeltsin's special en-
voy to the region. returned to
Moscow on Monday after a se-
cret meeting with rebel com-
manders, and blasted the

Russian military for mishan--

dling the war. He said he-plans
lo take
Russia’'s military operations in
hreukaway Ehf'{:hn}ra where a

personal charge of

ceasefire in Grozny

week-old rebel offensive has

left hundreds of Russian sol-
diers dead and wounded.

The separatists continued
to attack gevernment buildings
Tuesday. and there was heavy
sniper flire, apparently from
both sides. Russian hielicopters
lired rockets. .and Russian
tanks and mortars near the old
presidential palace shelled
civilian areas throughout the
night.

There also were clashes
around the southern Minutka
neighbourhood.

ouses were burning, and
the oil refineries on thc cit
outskirts were belching blac{
smoke. City streets were
nearly deserted.

The rebels said several
Russian armoured vehicles
managed to break through
Monday night to the besieged
building of the Federal
Security Service, forcing 5151!:3—
ratist fighters to retreat. They
told the Interfax news agency

13; surrounded the building
and were fighting to retake it.

The Russians claimed to
have destroyed five trucks full
of arms and ammunition meant
for the separatisifs

.l"l:
e

et

run August 12-15.

An anti-abortion demonstrator dressed as the
the San Diego Convention Centre on Monday.

‘grim reaper’ protests abortion policy outside
site of the Republican National Convention.
The Republican convention, which will select the Republican presidential candidate, will

—AFP/UNB photo

US freezes
Stinger missile

sale to Taiwan

WASHINGTON. Aug 13: The
United Stiates has frozen a
missile sale to Taiwan
because the White Housé
omised China there would
no new arms sales to
Taiwan this year. a defence
publication reported Monday,
says AFP. ;

wb:f:uu mt::lwuh dsald
alhhlglon uietly had ap-
million dollar
in May, but that

th:

tate Department and
White House were lw recon--

mmumrmmnmm to
"!.Lhmtqml‘mrﬂ

The

mthc

it B cavenths
curren

such a sales re"fr

but would not comment

whether notification |

to Cmpul had been delayed.

and the State

Palestinian boys intrude into Israel to earn money for their families

BANI NAIM. West Banl-_L Au
13: Just after dawn, 9-year-ol
Mahmoud stood tensed on a
rocky path .leading form the
West Bank into lsrael, waiting
for a signal, reports AP,

A whistle sounded and
Mahmoud, a - dark-eyed
Charmer clutching. a sheaf of
Etacm::k feathers nearly his

t. took off running. A
mlnutc: later he was in Israel,
crammed info 'a taxi and
headed for Jerusalem.

Hundreds of Palestinian

boys skirt Israel's six-month .

blnckadvc of the West Bank ev-
ery day to sell pencils and
plastic dishes.
Their -fathers face more

‘than 100 dollars in fines and

two mnights in jail if t are
caught in Israel, but chi
an 16 can only H-:

mfﬁm without their wares.

Plenty are
the riuk working

to take
8 that

begin before flawn and end
?ftf‘l‘ dark to earn money their
milies need badly.

Early Sunday, Mahmoud and
dozens of boys from Bani Naim,
a West Bank village east of
Hebron, spilled out of taxis a
few hundred” yvards [metres)
from the Israeli checkpoint on
the main road from Bethlehem
to Jerusalem. v

The boys skirted the barri-

- ers of the checkpoint, cutting

left: off the main road onto a
rocky path that runs through
the walled grounds. of a
Christian centre.

The route never strays
more than 1000
(metres) from the main road.
For much of the trip, which
takes less than 10 minutes,
the  lsraeli guard tower re-
mains visible.

"Be careful — they're pa-
trolling,” an older boy warned.

yards

"If they catch you, they'll beat
you."

One boy said an Israelt bor-
der policemarnr had caught his
brother sneaking across and
punched him in the nose.

Once they were through,

- Mahmoued — dressed in a Levi's

T-shirt, baggy gray pants and

bhlue baseball cap — shared a
tax) o west Jerusalem's Ben
Yehuda pedestrian mall, where
he hawks his feathers for and a
half shekels — about 50 cents
— making a hall-shekel prolit
on each.

Tweo days earlier, Mahmoud
had been caught b crt{ police,
who confiscated his leathers
and the bottles of skin cream
he also sells. He moves around
with care néow, ducking into
alleys when he sees a police-.
man, hiding his feathers be-
hind his heri

On a geod day, Mabmoud

said. he makes 17 dollars in
profit to help feed his eight
vounger brothers and sisters.

- Mahmoud is one of about
100 8 who cross into lsrael
each day from Bani Naim, a
hilltop village of low stone
buildings, dusty, unpaved
streets and Palestinian flags
painted on whitewashed walls.

Before the closure, about 80
per,cent of the village men,
including Mahmoud's father,
worked in Israel. But on
February 25, after the first of
four suicide bombings e by
Palestinian mM§itants, [srael

‘sealed off the West Bank and

Gagn.

Mohammed Hmeidat, the
owner of a tiny photo store in
the village, said only a quarter
of the men now in lsrael,
most without mits. Overall,
about 35,000
permits to work in Israel,

down fram 60,000 before the

stinians have |

most recert closure began and
more than 100,000 before the
government began imposing
restrictions three years ago.

Unemc])lnymem in the West
Bank and Gaza is about 50 per
cent and the average daily

for unskilled labourers is
about 10 dollars — less than
half what some boys earn in
lsrael.

Hmeidat said most boys are
just trying to earn exira
money-during summer vaca-
tion. But some. he said, are
their families only breadwin-
Ners,

~ Jamil Moussa — a tile
worker who earmed 65 dollars
a day in Israel before the clo

. sure but now makes a fifth of
that in the West Bank — has
three sons, ages 12, 13 and
16, working in Isragl.

The boys income pgoes to
help support a family of 13 and

Fresh fighting
leaves 14 dead
in Somalia

to pay for transportation and

other expenses ol Moussa's

four oldest sons, who are in MOGADISHU. Aug 13: At

college. least 14 people were killed in
The family's two-story | battles over the Somali town of

Balad between forces loyal to
Ali Mahdi Mohamed and
Hussein Aideed. hospital offi-
cials said on Monday, reports
Reuter,

The officials at three hospi-
tals in the capital said 22 ?:-o
ple wefe wounded in figh
over Balad, 30 km (19 mil
north of Mogadishu, on Sunday

house is almost bare of furni-
ture except for a few plastic
chairs, foamm matiresses e the
floor and an old television and
videocassette recorder. Moussa
said he hasn't paid his eleciric |
or water bills for mouths and
has taken out a loan to pay his
sons college tuition.

The walls of the hotise arg _
covered with certificales using heavy and medium
recognising the academic WEAPOTS

Aideed's radio station said
Balad had been seized by his

achievements ol his children -
including the three working in

Israel. But Moussa said he forces on Sunday along wilh
doesn't expect to be able to | jhree " Technical’ battlewag-
send the three back to school olls.

in the fall, because the family But a spokesman for Ali

Mahdi's alliance denied the
report. A witness to the fight-
ing said Aideed's militiamen
did take the town on Friday

can't manage without their in-
come.

"It's not fair." he said "but
this is the situation.




