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Focus

Recalling Bangabandhu
on the eve of the Na-
tional Mourning Day

| Page 5

International

Nat'l Conference to
contest polls in Kash-
mir despite death
threats

strengthen economy,
PM tells DSE team

Both the key indicators
of DSE and CSE con-
tinue to decline

DSE

VIARKET

NEWS BRIEFS

| ;!nwler meets
Speaker

British
in Bu?hdea Peter J Fowler
esterday called on Jatiya
g‘:‘l,d‘d Speaker Humayun
Ra Chowdhury at the lat-

ter's office. They discussed
matters of mutual interest of
both the countsjes and ex-
changed views on different
aspects of parliamentary af-
[airs. reports BSS.

Cultural team
off to Lanka

A 10-member delegation of
the Bangladesh Shilpakala
m Dhaka yesterday
for Sri to attend the 5-
day SAARC Drumming and
Dance Festival, beginning to-
day. Hamida Haq. Director

(traini of the Academy, is
leading the delegation, reports
UNB

21 shops gutted in
Chandpur: 15 hurt

CHANDPUR. Aug 13 AL
least 15 people received burn
injuries when 21 shops were

tfted in a fire at Ramchan

Bazar in Hajiganj thana

on Monday night. Witnesses
said the fire originaied from an
electric short circuit and soon
devoured the adjoining shops
of the cn:mger.‘.mi bazar. Fire
ters from "Chandpur and
ajiganj rushed to the bazar
but could not extend their
help as the lane was too nar-
mm reach the spol. reporis

Fisherman killed
FARIDPUR. Aug 13: A fish-
erman was killed and five
others were injured in a clash
between two rival groups of
ml Harina village in Na-
o a ttﬂhana today. Police
hospital sources said
nishawar Malo, 50. and ?I%’-E
others were injured in the
clash erupted over
session of a pond in
morming, reports UNB.

Old man burnt
to death

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: An
old man was brunt to death in
a fire at Purbamazapur
in Hathazari thana midni
last night. Police said In-r:al

¢ recovered the roasted

of Munshi Miah, 75, after
a 45-minute devastating blaze
that gutted few houses. Vil-
lagers suspected the fire might
have ted from an oven,
reports UNB

3 killed in Pak

QUETTA., Pak Aug 13:
Three weré and
11 injured when a Pakistan air
force fighter aircraft crashed
into a village near the south-
western town of Quetta during
a training t today. military
sSOurces They said two
children and a woman died on

pos-
the

the ground ﬂﬂw;n the F-6 }:t
Cr near ir
Force Base. —

Commissioner |

' the Father of the Nation."

Acts of sabotage alleged : Arms recovered

Three former army officers,
including a self-confessed ki-
ller of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, were ar-
rtsll‘:d esterday under the
Special g wers Act and sent to

_ the Dhaka Central Jail.

Police arrested Col (retd.)
Farvogqur Rahman, widely
known for masterminding the
August 15 killings, from his
old DOHS residence at about
3:40 am and picked up Col
[retd) Shahriar Rashid Khan at
about 11 am from his Eskaton
residence while Major (retd.)
Khairuzzaman was arrested
from the Gulshan residence of
his brother-in-law in a pre-
dawn raid yesterday.

A number of licensed and
illegal firearms, ammunitions.

Star Report

duplicate Bangladesh passports
and foreign currencies were
also recovered from the pos-
session of the three arrested
army officers, police sources
said.

All three were later sent to
the Dhaka Central Jail on a 30-
day detention under the
Special Powers Act of 1974.

They are all widely known
as the men involved in the
brutal killing of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
members of his family, to-
talling about 20. On several oc-
casions Col (retd) Farooq and
Col (retd) Shahrier Rashid had
confessed their active in-
volvement in the August 15
murder and toppling to the ex-
isting government.

The arrests of the three
came only two days before the
nation mourns the killing of
the country's independence
leader Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, along with
almost all his famgily members,
2] years ago on August 15,
1975.

The arrests were made on
suspicion, based on different
intelligence agency reports,
that the three were involved in
acts of sabotage. The combined
operation to arrest them under
Section 54 of the penal code
was carried out by the
Detective Branch (DB) of the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP), Special Branch (SB),
Special Armed Force and po-
lice from thanas concerned in

‘ol (retd) Farooqur Rahmun (L.} at the Detective Hrnm:h office and Col (retd) Shahriar

Rashid at the Ramna ti‘mna after they were arrested yesterday.

— Star photo

Farooq, Shahriar and
Khairuzzaman held

collaboration with other na-
tional intelligence agencies,
said a senior police official.

"We arrested them on sus-
picion of contemplating sabo-
tage and in the process-found
several licensed and unli-

. censed arms and ammunitions

and several (Passpﬂrts in their
houses," said the police official.

Raiding the residence of Col
(retd) Farooq. son of late Maj
(retd) Ataur Rahman, at road
no. 3, old DOHS under Can-
tonment thana, at about 3:40
am, the police team recovered
one pistol, two revolvers, one
shotgun and more than 250
rounds of different types of
ammunitions, the police
sources said.

They added that when the
police arrived at his residence

Col (retd) Farooq voluntarily
handed over only one licensed
gun and one revolver and
duced their licences. Police,
however, after a search of his
house found the remaining un-
licensed weapons. Besides, po-
lice seized different foreign
currency notes from his resi-
dence.

A case under the Arms Act
was filed with the Cantonment
thana in this connection, po-
lice said.

At the residence of Col
(retd) Shahriar, son of Harunur
Rashid, at 2/C-5 Property
Enclave apartment building at
54, New Eskaton under Ramna
thana. police found three
Bangladesh Passports belong-
in,%l to the arrested colonel,

ce said.

Police sources said that
they were verifying the seized
passporis while a General
Diary was filed with Ramna
thana yesterday.

One revolver, one 22 bore
rifle and a gun were seized
from the Gulshan residence
from where Maj (retd)
Khairuzzaman was picked up
during the pre-dawn raid, po-
lice said adding that he later

See Page 12 Cal 4

3-day nat'l mourning programme beg'.lns

'August 15 a stigma in
history of Bangladesh'

TUNGIPARA, Aug 13: A
three-day national mourning
programme began here today
commemorating the 21st an-
nivers of the assassination
of country's founding father
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on August 15, reports
UNB.

Cabinet members and cen-
tral leaders of ruling Awami
League placed wreaths and of-
fered fateha at the mazar of the
late leaders at noon markin
the opening of the nationa
programme.

Ministers, state ministers,
MPs, members of the AL ex-
ecutive committee had arrived
here in the morning to pay
tributes to the memory of

11.

Besides placing wreaths,
th? attended a milad mahfil
and a commemorative meeting
at the mazar premises.

Awami League leaders
the meeting said trial of all th:
killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman would be held
on the soil of this country.

Addressing the meeting AL
General Secretary and Deputy
Leader of the House Zillur
Rahman termed the month of
August as a stigma in the his-
tory of Bangladesh because the
Father of the Nation was assas-
sinated this month 21 years

He said Bangabandhu had
dreamt an exploitation-free
and poverty-free Bangladesh,
but could not realise those in
his life as he was killed by the
‘enemies’ of the nation.

"We can remove the black
spot from our history through
materialising the cl:-i}l"eams of
Eangabandhu said the AL
General Secre:tary and called
upon all to cooperate with the

nvcrnment in fulfilling the
asic needs of commonman.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad in his speech said
the main objective of Banga-
bandhu was to build a poverty,
terrorism and corruption-free
Bangladesh.

ow there is a lot of prob-
lems and obstacles before our
leader Sheikh Hasina. These
are really a great challenge for
the Awami League govern-
ment”, he said. "We have to
face the challenges to brin
smiles on the faces of the mil-
lions."

He said Bangabandhu be-
lieved in consensus and "we
have lo overcome the chal-
lenges and nhatar:lcs through
national consensus".

Sajeda Chowdhury MP said
trial of the killers of Banga-
bandhu must be held on the

See Page 12 Col 1

11 killed in Bhaluka
bus accident

At least 15 people were
killed and 70 others injured in
iwo road accidents — one at
Bhaluka in Mymensingh on
Monday night and the other at
Ganda under Savar Thana —
yesterday, reports UNB.

At Bhaluka at least 11 peo-
ple were killed and 40 others
wounded in a head-on collision
between a microbus and a
minibus.

Police said the accident
took place at Hazir Bazar in
Bhaluka thana on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway at about
|11 pm. Five people died on the
spot and six succumbed to
their injuries at Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
(MMCH).

The microbus was report-
edly carrying Awami League
leaders and workers who were
returning to Sherpur aftl:r
m:cting Kader Siddiqui,

Ei of thenﬁd were

identilied as Gouranga Pal, 38,
Baidyanath Kar, 40, Bahadur

Shah, 28, Tofail. 25, Tomirun,
40. Fatema., 55, Jasim Uddin,
35, and Sangkar Shah, 28.

Police said they handed
over seven bodies to their rela-
tives while the rest four bod-
ies, including that of Tamiran
of Kurigram district, were
kept in the hospital morgue

Of the injured, 12 were
admitted to MMCH where the
conditions of five were stated
to be critical. They are Abul
Kasem. 50, Hasmat, 40, Asral,
35. Anisur Rahman, 23, and
Haider Ali, 45.

Kader Siddiqui, MP visited
the hospital to see the injured
people and conveyed sympathy
to the members of the be-
reaved families.

In another accident in
Savar, four people were killed
and 30 others injured when a
Dhaka-bound bus plunged into
a roadside ditch near Ganda

Ac Lo ice, the
accident occurred when the

See Page 12 Col 3

Hasina te]ls seminar on freedom struggle
History can't be suppressed

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday reiterated
her government's commitment
to bringing economic emanci-
ﬁaﬁ%un of the people, reports

“E'langaband hu brought in-

| dependence of the country,

but did not get the time to en-
sure economic emancipation of
the people... We got the oppor
tunity after 21 years to trans-
late into reality the dream of
she
sadd.

"I do not want to be the

" ruler. | want to serve the peo-

ple.” she said and called ypon
all to point out her faults in
running the administration,
The Prime Minister was
addressing a discussion meet

ing on "Bangalees Freedom
Str and Father of the Na
| tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
| jibur Rahman” organised by

angabandhu Parishad on the

| occassion of National Mourning

| @a two-year extension

Day 96 al the Engineers Insti-
tution auditorium.

Dr Harunur Rashid pre-
sented the key-note paper
while Shawkat man, Sham-
sur Rahman, Prof Zillur Rah-
man Siddigqui, Dr Nileema
Ibrahim and Justice Kemalud-

din Hossain participated In the
discussion. Parishad's chair-
person poet Sufia Kamal
presided.

Referring to distortion of
history in last 2] years, the
Prime Minister said it has

once again been proved thal
truth can never be suppressed

“The real history cannot be
suppressed by lies. it cannol
be erased.” Hasina said recall-
ing Bangabandhu's sacrifice
and struggle for the country
and its people.

Paying rich tributes Lo the
memory ol those who laid
down their lives in different
movements leading the nation
to independence, she said,
'Independence does not come
in a day ... it followed a long
struggle ”

'l leel pity for those who

distort the history.,” she said
while referring to Leader of
the Opposition begum Zia's re-
cent comment in parliament
that Bangabandhu had surren

dered to the Pakistani authori

ties on March 25.

"If Bangabandhu would have
compromised, he could be the
Prime Minister of Pakistan.”
she said adding he (Mujib) did
not leave his house even after
being pressed by many leaders
and well-wishers as he wanted
lo save lives of the people.

Bangabandhu, the Prime
Minister said, had dreamt of a
free nation h.l[ll# before the in-
dependence. Those who criti-
cise him (Bangabandhu) did
not want independence of the
country, she added

She said reactionary forces
who grabbed power anywhere
in thie world could never be
driven out. But revolutionary
forces in Bangladesh could
come back Lo power through a
democratic struggle as truth

See Page 12 Col' 3

JCD-BCL clash
at Mohanganj

College: One killed |

NETRAKONA. Aug 13: One
student was killed and seven
others were injured as two ri-
val groups of students clashed
yesterday at Mohanganj Degree
College in Netrakona, reports
BSS.

The clash erupted over the
hanging of a rtrait of the
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man at the office of the college
students union. police and
eyewitnesses said today.

They said the students be-
longing to the Bangladesh

(‘hhatra League (BCL) and

Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) |

fought for several hours on the
college campus. They used
let arms in the fight.

The critically injured Moha-
mmad Shilpi, a
of the college. died at the
operation theatre of Mymen-
singh Medical College Hospital
where he was sent for treat.
ment. Five others were ad-
mitied to Meohangan] Thana
Health Complex, but later they
were transferred to Netrakona

See Page 12 col 8

ree student |

World Bank in February
on the 250 million US dollar
JSAC, under which the gov-
ernment was to implement an

Govt seeks extension of
WB-funded JSAC

The government has s-cmﬁ:]h
of the
World Bank funded 250 mil-
lion US dollar Jute Sector
Adjustment Credit (JSAC) due
to end by December this year
reports UNB

According to official sour-
ces. the government made the
proposal for extending the

JSAC for two years during a

recent review meeting with a
World Bank team.

According to the sources
the World Bank mission did
not turn down the plea but. im
return. asked for firm com-
mitment on lmpl:mcnti;ﬁ
some key reforms as per fr
proposails.

The Bank wanted commit-
ment. by this months. from
the government on the fresh
reform schedule. Only then the
Bank would consider any ex-
tension, sources said.

The previous government
had t with the
1994

ambitious reform programme
in the ailing jute sector.

First installment, 50 mil-
lion US dollar. of the credit,
the largest-ever World Bank
credit eﬂgrngramm: for

was released in

Apri 1994 following re-
trenchment of 12.000 s us
workers and closure of four

heavily loss-making public
mills. The Bangladesh Jute

Corporation (BJC), too, was
dismantled at the time

But the credit remained
stalled since then due to au-
thorities' failure to go by the
reform schedule On several
occasions, meantime, the
Worid Bank threatened to can-
cel the credit.

Failure to privatise public
jute mills has been a major
cause behind the holding up of

the credit for modre Lhan two
years.

The government was to of-
fload about 18 public-sector
jute mills to the private sector
in phases. But not a single mill

See Page 12 Col 7

Another jail
escapee held
From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Aug 13: Another
fﬂﬁmth:.;humwrhyfup';
terminal here this

Golam Azam. 30. one the
13 who had
from the Dhaka Central J
July 14, mlncntndhypnﬂcc
when he was on his way to
Isurdi.

There are two cases filed
with Bhuanpur thana against
Azam_

According to police, Azam

after mpir# from jail stayed
in Dhaka arayanganj and
Kishoreganj.

Hearing of writ continues

The President is not in
service, court told

By SC Correspondent

The President is not in the
service of Lthe Republic rather
he is the appointing authority
of all persons in service of the
Republic. Barrister Rafique-ul
Huq observed yesterday while
making his submission in a
writ petition challenging the
election of Justice Shahabud-
c.in Ahmed as the President of
Bangladesh.

On the second day of hear-
of the writ, Rafique-ul Hugq
submitted that as far as the
president is concerned, he is

Bangladesh woman
shot dead by BSF

KHULNA. Aug 13 : Indian
Border Security Force (BSF)
killed a woman and wounded
two men at a frontier in
Kolaroa thana of Satkhira dis-
trict today. r s UNB.

BDR sources said BSF
chased and fired at three peo-
ple as they were to en-
ter Bangladesh territory from
India by crossing the Sonai
river at Keragachhi Majherpara

Fatcml. 38, wife of one
Sanaul Huq of Kat vil-
lage in Kolaroa thana, on
the and Monirul, 20, and
Babul Hossain (18), of the

See Page 12 col B8

not the president of the gov
ermument, but that of the Re-
public

Barrister Rafiq. one of the
amicus curiae, also argued that
the President is not in the

service of the ublic as
Article 133 and 134 of the
Constitution.

, He argued that although the
President gets remuneration
and other benefits out of the
consolidated fund of the state
he is not in the service of the
Republic.

His arguments in the case
will continue toda

Earlier cnt:rJay Attorney
General Nabi concluded his
submission before the Division
Bench of the HC C sing
Justice MM Huq and Justice
MA Matin. Advocate Maksudur
Rahman also made his submis-
sion on behalf of the Chief
Election Commissioner.

Attor General KS Nabi,
Barrister ve-ul-Huq and
Advocate Maksudur Rahman
all that as Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed was yet to
lake oath as President, the
writ petition in the form of
quo-warranto was -mature.

Barrister KS Nabi submitted
that according to Article 147
(1) (3) and (4) of the Constitu-
tion, the Office of the Presi-

See Page 12 Col 7

| repercussions,

Power tariff may be

raised by 15pc

By Shahrier Khan

The government is likely to
take a decision on increasing
the power tariff by 15 per cent
spon, according to an authori-

tative source at the Energy
Ministry.
The Asian Development

Bank (ADB) and other donor
agencies have recommended

| increasing the power tariff by
| 25 per cent.

But the govern-
ment agreed. in principle. to
raise the power tariff by a max-
imum of 15 per cent appre-
hending possible political
the source
pointed out. '

A proposal to increase the
power tariff was placed at the
cabinet meeting Monday, but
no decision was taken on the
matter. The issue was also dis-
cussed at a meeting convened

by Energy Minister Lt Gen
(retd) Nooruddin Khan yester-
day.

Noting that the donors

were seeking a quick decision
on the matter, the ministry

Accord with China
L0 construct
bridge over

Karotoa

Fourth Bangladesh-China
Friendship Bridge (Karotoa
bridge) construction agree
ment was signed in the city
yesterday between Dhaka and
Betjing. rrE0r15 BSS

Chief Engineer of Roads
and Highways Department
Tohur mad and President of
China Heilongjiang Interna-
tional Corporation Gao Yong
Wen signed the agreement on
behalf of their respective
governments.

After the completion ol the
bridge. the distance between

See Page 12 col 8

5 hurt as bomb
hurled at Jubo
Dal procession

Five people were injured
when a bomb was hurled at a
procession of the Jatiyatabadi
Jubo Dal near Shahbagh inter-
section in the city yesterday,
reports UNB

Police said Jubo Dal ac-
tivists themselves were carry-
ing the bomb, but the Jubo Dal
leaders claimed that the bomb
was thrown by miscreants on
their procession

Of the injured. Jubo Dal ac-
tivists Abu Taher and Nasir,
and a pedestrian Shahid were
admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in critical

See Page 12 col 8

source said: "But it will require
urther discussion and it will
take at least a couple of days to
linalise the issue.”

The source noted that if the
government did not increase
the power tariff soon, the ADB
might back out from funding a
vital project to build a
connecting line between the
210 MW Rauzan Power Plant in
Chittagong and the national
grid as well as other future

rojects like the Meghna Ghat

ower Plant. The World bank
is also pressing for an increase
in the power tariff.

The power tariff was last
increased in 1991 when the
power sector was suslaining an
annual loss of more than Tk
350 crore due to pilferage in
the guise of 40 to 45 per cent
system loss of the Bangladesh

Power Development Board
(BPDB).
The World Bank and the

ADB as well as other donors
See Page 12 col B

Arms recovery
drive begins

Star Report

An allout arms recovery
drive started across the coun-
trly from midnight last night

ter the expiry on Tuesday of
the seven-day deadline for vul~
untary surrender of illegal
weapons, according to official
SOUTCES.

A detailed plan has been
chalked out identifying the
probable dens of illegal arms,
where raids would be carried
outl, said a highly-placed offi-
cial adding the government
was giving top priority to
rooting out terrorism and
freeing the country from illegal
weapons.

Meanwhile. officials at the
police headquarters in the city
said, total of 602 weapons of
various kinds were surren-
dered voluntarily during the
seven day period alter the gov-
ernment announcement on

T.
Of these; 51 wea 8 and

i 173 rounds of bullets were

surrendered in the Dhaka
See Page 12 Col 2

DU admission
fees, other

charges up
By DU Correspondent

Fees and other charges for
admission into Honours and
Masters courses in Dhaka
University have been increased
for the third time in last four

The total amount of mone
which was Tk 493 in the 1992
academic session has been
raised to Tk 1090 by 1996.
The figure was Tk 920 in
1995.

The admission fees for the
current session has been fixed
at Tk 1000. The amount was
Tk 15 in 1992. The examina-
tion fees (course system) has
been increased to Tk 334 in
1996 from Tk 190 in 1992
while the registration fees has
been fixed at Tk 200. It was
Tk 30 in 1992 session.

DUCSU and Hall union fees
have increased 10 times while
the transport fee rose to Tk
200 from Tk 30 in four years.

DUCSU and Hall Union fees
are being realised from stu-
dents although no election to
these bodies was held after
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Lyhe §1’ar Weekend Mogozlne
comes out this week tomorrow
with a fascinating cover story on
the new crop of stage players—
their life and leisure, dreams and
frustrations, agony and ecstacy.

Besides regular features, read a
special report on the victims of
acid throwing.

. Ask your hawker for your copy
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