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sorn. who has an inherent

propensity to keep him
self as aloof fromn polilics as

ible. 1 am also very happy
that the new government has
been elected through a free
and fair election. And what we
expect from such A
Fovcmmr:nt is that they will at
east try' to establish stability
in the political arena. combat
terrorism, increase loreign
investment. improve country's

I consider myself as a per-

economy and act promptly in

the better interest of country,
if not accomplish all these
tasks. And the opposition party
should also participate sponia-
neously in this constructive
work.

Over the years. I've come
to learn that for some strange
reasons, we the people of
Bangladesh, tend to fret over
the most trivial matters. And
often, we've witnessed how
people lose their perspectives
and sense of priority. and sub-
sequently start to act in a
fatuous manner. For example,
think of the time, an opposi-
tion y members removed
the portrait of Bangabandhu
from a room prior to one of
their meetings. Now this, in
the first place was a foolish act
and a blatant display of his (or
their) lack of reverence for
Bangabandhu. Furthermore, let
alone tarnishing or damaging

Bangabandhu's image, the ac-
tion went a long way to

demonstrate the narrowness of

the 's mind.

Actually, we shouldslearn to
respect and revere any and ev-
ery political leader who was
instrumental in our Liberation
War, irrespective of their polit-
ical . Because, originally
all peoliticians aspire to ac-
complish the same task —
help the country and the
ple prosper. But in order (o do

"s0, they may organise the
whole process systematically

"The Trivia

Q

and the final results are vari-
ous political parties. It is to be
noted carefully that the politi-
cians do not represent a polit-
ical party — the party repre-
sents them. But it is ex-
tremely unfortunate that we
fail to regard leaders by their
goals and achievements and
end up judging them by the
political party they belong to,
despite the fact that most
politicifns may well share the
same ideological and moral
values.

Another matter which 1 de-
spise is, we have a tendency
to cast away anything from the
previous reign. If | fail to make
myself clear on this point, 1
would like to take the assis-
tance of an example. The
‘Ershad Army Stadium' was
renamed 'Army Stadium’ im-
mediately after President
Ershad's fall. What I want to
say is: if it was built during his
years of reign and was origi-

nally na after him, what
ﬁ will this change of name
0o? As far as | know. the

Americans never tried to oblit-
erate the face of Lincoln from
the five-dollar bill after his
death!
Now coming back again to
the matter of 'removal of the
rtrait’, it must be already
nown to everyone that a
committee was formed by the
Speaker to investigate into
the matter, yet we all under-
stand that compared to the

uestion
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myriad difficulties that shroud
the country today. this is of
almost no importance. The
flood situation everywhere was
deteriorating fast. The eco-
nomic condition of the county
is not good. Terrorism is on
the rise everywhere. These
were the issues that should've
been given foremost priority.

Nowadays, walking out of
the Parliament has become a
favourite trait of the opposition
parties. And we the citizens
also take this phenomenon for
granted and think it is only
expedient for them to do so.
But, in fact, it is pretty irre-
sponsible for them to engage
in such practices as all MPs,
regi‘ardless of which party they
belong to, are elected by the
people, because they believe
the members will represent
the people of the con-
stituency from which he has
been elected, and throw light
upon the needs and problems
of the area.

This, indeed, is a very im--
portant responsibility. And
walking out of the Parliament
is almost the equivalent of

shirking one's duties and re-

sponsibilities. So, instead, if
t ?r 3t§yed in the parliament
and told everybody what they
were protesting, that would've
been a much more meaningful
decision. This way we. the
ublic, would be able to hear
th sides of the story.
Recently, during the House

- low, a mere 33

was in session a discussion
about the budget was bei
held. Now this was supposedl
very important. But somehow,
every single person, to whom
the floor was given by the
Speaker, constantly droned on
about how actually it was their
party and their leader that won
the Independence War (and
absolutely forgot to mention
that the common EIE were
even involved) and why their
leader was the father of the
nation. Each indirectly belit-
tled the other.

But we must realise this
has got to stop. Our country is
a poor one. And most of its
people live in distressing
poverty. And to make things
worse. The geographic location
of the country is such that it is
frequently visited by natural
calamities. Every year, 1ty-
phoons, cyclones and
nor'westers sirike, and leave
numerous people homeless —
leaving them only to sift
through the rubbles. The
economy is also unstable.

So apparently we've got
enuu%h problems to keep us
busy for the next decade or so.
The literacy rate is appallingly
er cent, com-

ared to the 99 per cent of

nited Kingdom. 97.9 per
cent of the USA and 89 per
cent of Sri Lanka (Source:
World Almanac 1995) so as the.
people of a country plagued by
so many difficulties. We should

uit the unimportant matters
that holds our attention today.

Today. our neighbouring
countries are rapidly develop-
ing and the world is full of
competition in every field. At
a time like this, 1 feel our
leaders should not remain en-
grossed and engaged in inter-
nal contentions over merely
trivial matters. It is time for
them to come to their senses.
and start working, side by
side, for the country.

OACHING centres have

mushroomed all over the

country during the last
decade or so. But unlike mu-
shrooms which grow naturally,
these institutions are set up to
meet financial needs. Today,
any school-geing child who
has not ever been to a
coaching centre could well be
considered a rare specimen! In
this article, I've tried to
explore the reasons behind the
uvtrwhclminF popularity of
and demand for these centres,
and its possible remedies.

First of all, as coaching cen-

tres are multiplying by the
hour. we can easily assume
that there is much demand for
such institutions. And as a mat-
ter of fact they equip the stu-
dents with standard qualit
notes, brief suggestions an
well-drawn ﬁﬁu es, whereas
the schools 1«
the above mentioned things.
All the coaching centres have
an endless su of notes —

be it of Bangla. English,
or any other subject.
. myself, have attended

such coachings and | would
say without hesitation that in
our present education system
- h 1 must confess Is not
flawless — these centres have
IIEI';; facilities l:nﬂ:‘j ar;cgcﬂ
nitely more well-equi to
serve the ltudmﬁ than the
schools and tutorials.

It is very unfortunate that

o supply

When Coaching

Centres Count

our education system has
come to a state where the
bland textbooks. churned out
every r, are not even nearly
:nuug{lc?nr us. Often it is seen
that these textbooks contain
very old data and statistics
and consequently- remain
pretty backdated. For example,
the aphy book published
in 1995, still claimed that
there were nine planets in the
solar-system. Yet, on the other
hand, most coaching centres
have detailed information on
Vulcan’ and ‘X' — the two lat-
est thembers of the solar-fam-
ily, to offer to the students.
'I‘Ecy are capable of uugp ng
intricate figures derive om
books from upper grades. So
apparently the behind

these centres take all this .

trouble, which the le, re-
sponsible for the somewhat In-
competent textbooks, decline
to endure.

The flaw in the system: It
may appear that coaching
centres are the solution, the
easy way to help weak students
mutl. Yet one adverse effect it
has on pupils that 1 ¢an think

of right now is that it indi-
rectly destroys the creative
originality’ of the «children.
Because the centres readily
give out copies of Bangla
notes, English literature ques-
tion-answers, science notes,
the children slowly develop a
propensity towards relying
completely on that material.
Cuna-ccﬁmntl}r, they fail to
develop their writ skills
and they eventually suffer
when they try for higher edu-
cation. So we see, the afore-
mentioned dependency

lo's éhilgs badk foundations.

Another matter which at-
tracted my attention is that
the children are often sup

‘plied with suggestions of vari-

ous sorts. As a result, the stu-
dents leave out almost half the
llabus. For this reason. even
though they mlﬁht obtain ve
Fom:lnmrkalnl e SSC or HSC
or other equivalent exams),
these youngsters never read
the whole book thoroughly
and as a result {all to grasp any

of their conceptions é!rarlly.
Now. this conceptual deli-

ciency and note-dependencys
blame is not to be attributed
fully to the coaching centres:
the students are at fault too
[to a certain extent, of"
course).

Another thing is that as
most coaching centres
charge up to 1200 to 1500
taka. only the affluent ones are
ushally able to avail themselves
of this privilege. And more-
over, the boys and girls livi
in the rural areas are gmcreﬂg
deprived of such organised as-
sistance, Thus at college level,
when thg come to study In
the capital city, the difference
between their standard and
that of the local students be-
come obvious, and in inost
cases, the former lag far be-
hind in academic achieve-
ments.

The remedy
ceriires are not . aimed at
merely closing them down,
but at reducing and gradually
abolishing the trend of depen-
dency on them. One was to in
troduce objective-type ques-
tions which has already been
done. To prepare for this,
readi the whole book is ab-
solutely imperative. And an-
other step which could be
taken is gradually privatising
education. This will help take
the system a long way ahead
in the future.

of coaching
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Nation's Pride Going Down the Drain

HAT do fabric, string, -
twine, buttons, zippers
and 82 billion have in
common? To us, not much, but
to Bangladesh's garments
entrepreneurs, it means a lot
because they had made over 60
per cent of the above amount
in 1992 in exports. Over the
last decade, Bangladesh's
garments has grown
tremendously. It has grown to
the point that it almost,
dominates the economy.

But such good luck does not
always prevail. Over the last
year, the country's political si-
tuation has caused much grief
to manufacturers. Continuous
hartals have created losses as
goods aren't delivered on time
and clients backing out have
led to factories closing down
as they suffer from losses.

To understand how the

rments industry is affected

y the political disorders, one
must also know what the gar-
ments industry is. The ready-
made garments industry is
where [abric is imported from
overseas or produced locally
along with other accessories.
The fabric is cut, assembled b
sewing, trimmed, finished,
pressed and finally packed and
shipped. This processing of
fabrics is the basis of the gar-
ments industry. The articles of
clothing may for local sale
or exported overseas to whole-
sale importers. The ready-
made garments industry is
very popular in developing

. countries because labour is

abundant and cheap. The in-
dustry is also very ineJt.}:enshre
to begin and thus, if It is
Pm rly run, the owners even-
ually generate itremendous
rofits. Most countries in

utheast Asia that have a prof-
itable garments industry also
show positive signs of eco-
nomic growth. Another benefit
of the garments industry in
Asia is that it allows women to
work while other industries
are considered dangerous. The
garments industry utilises a
workforce that compromises

of almost 80-90 per cent
women.
After the World War 1I, in

the late '50s and early '60s.
Japan took the initiative to be-

gin a garments industry. This
was soon followed by Korea.

Eventually Hong Kong. China,
Malaysia, Indonesia and
Thailand joined the game.

Today. thousands of factories

exist, but with increased
labour costs, Japan, Korea and
some other countries have
dropped off from the garments
industry and have focused to-
ward more sophisticated in-
dustries that
machinéry. With ‘the slowing
down of these pioneering
countries, other less devel-
oped countries such as Nepal,
Burma. Pakistan, India and
Bangladesh got their chance.
Today, there are thousands of
factories in these countries.
and they are responsible for
the employment of millions of
workers.

In Bangladesh, the export-
oriented garments industry
started in early 1980 and be-
gan escalating around 1985
when about 500 factories were
established. The industry really

nvolve hi-tech

The work should be worth it

started booming around the
early '90s when it reached its
peak with about 1,500 facto-
ries. In 1992, the garments
industry brought in 60 per

cent of the two billion US dol- -

lars that Bangladesh had
earned in exports. Today.
there are about 2,200 facto-
ries. Because the labour prices
went up in the pioneering
garment manufacturing coun-
tries, the foreign
started losing interest in their
markets for low and mid-level
garmernts due to expenses, and
they found in Bangladesh a
have of cheap labour and skill.
Eventually they started flood-
ing into Bangladesh in great
numbers and thus the country
joined the ready-made indus-
try.

The process of the industry
in Banp;,ladf:sh generally works
in the [ollowing manner: buy-
ers come here about twice a
year to place orders for their
summer and winter collection.
They normally arrive about
three to four months bhefore
the date they want the articles.
They meet with the factory's
director and show samples or
detailéd sketches of the items
they want produced.

They then ask for quota-
tions. A quotation is an esti-
mate that a factory present to a
buyer. In the gquotation. the
factory asks ?ﬂr a specific
price for fulfilling the order.
The buyer then collects the

rice quotations from several
actories and goes back to his
base country and presents the
prices to his employer and
here the choite is Tnade. After
a buyer confirms the order,
they end the actual specifica

tions which are necessarv to
create the article, The manu-
facturer then makes a number
of eopies and sends them to
the buyers to receive: Lheir ap-
proval. Once the approval is
received, the factory goes into
production. Before the factory
starts production. a Letter of
Credit is opened by the buyer's
office in favour of the factory
for a specific date of shipment.
The factory's owner then
places this L/C with his bank.
Thus the L/C becomes a sort of
collateral and with this he is
allowed to import materials

The imported essentials are
fabric, string, buttons and zip-
pers.

The factory. after deterniin-

uyers -

ing what it needs, sends an
order to another company that
produces these materials. This
is done because Bangladesh
hardly produces few raw mate-
rials of its own. In B adesh,
about 95 per cent of the raw
materials used are imported.
After the material is bought, it
is shipped by sea where it
reaches its port city of
Chittagong. Here it clears cus-
toms and is brought into
Dhaka by truck. At the facto-
ries, the fabric is cut to exact
specifications. After the fabric
is cut, the pieces are sewn to-
gether to make the garment.
The garment is then enhanced
by adding the different acces-
sories necessary to make the

product unique. After this
step. the arments are
washed, dried. ironed. pack-

aged and then boxed in car-

tons and placed on trucks that
again take them to Chittagong
where they are shipped by sea
to their destinations around
the world.

A tremendous threat to the
garments industry in
Bangladesh is the political dis-
orders which sometimes lead
to many things. Hartals make it
difficult for workers to come
to work because the roads are
blocked:and thus transporta-
tion is brought to a standstill.
This discourages the workers
from coming because they are
afraid that they cannot return
home in c¢ase violence breaks
out. This results in low atten-
dance and. of course, slow
work.

The hartals are also very

. dammaging because Chittagong,

the port city for Bangladesh,
is about 300 miles from Dhaka,
and all finished products must
be trucked to the port. The
port also serves as the collec-
tion point for the raw materi-

als that are dssential for the

production of finished goods. If
no raw materials are collected.
clothing cannot be made and
thus a factory's workday is
lengthened and this costs
Imnoney:

Because the country's gar-
ments industry is export-ori-
ented. every step of the pro-
cess except production in-
volves banking, and this is a
problem because banks are
closed on hartal days. As a re-
sult L/Cs and documents can-
not be approved and this

are cleared b

len
an

. payment that the

causes more delay in a factory's
work. v .
The export of finished
products and the import of
raw materials which needs
shipping also involves customs
because they have to be ap-
E:':uvtd by the custom houses
fore they are allowed inside
the country. During hartals,
custom houses are closed and
thus the formalities of cus-
toms cannot be taken. During
the hartals, the good either
i 1v at the factory or reach the
port and lie there unt¥ they
the customs
when they could have been on
a ship and sailing for their des-

tination.
Besides these closures and

delays, another problem that
faces the industry is that the
political situation is highly

" volatile. Nobody knows what is

going to happen next. As a re-
sult, buyers are backing out
due to the danger ‘and delays
in delivery. As a result of fewer
orders, the industry’'s economy
gets worse. This creates a bad
image for Bangladesh's indus-
try globally. The factories
serve as the backbone of the
industry and the hartals affect
them the most. Since the fac-
tories rely on manual labour,
the low attendance affects
their reputation as well as
their productivity.

The delays cause slow pro-
ductivity and slow rt for-
malities which result, in
thened production time
thus overtime has to be
implemented. When overtime
is implemented, the workers
are paid their normal salaries
as well as double what they
earn during their eight-hour
workdays. This results in a fi-
nancial loss for the factory be-
cause the overtime payment is
not implemented into the
factories
receive from the buvers and so
the cost of worker salaries
goes beyond the budgeted
amount.

Garments that are fashion-
oriented have to be shipped on
time are canceled due to de-
lays and when the deliveries
are made, the buyers as for
heavy discounts, Sometimes,
the buyers even ask for the de-
‘liveries to be air freighted, and
this is very ensive and not
part of the budget.

This is exactly what has
been happening over the last
few months. And as a result of
the buyers leaving,
Bangladesh's economy will
eventually suffer because the
garments industry contributes
over 65 per cent of the annual
revenue that Bangladesh takes

- in-threugh export. Andsif there

are no buyers, therg is ne,in-
dusiry nndﬂ;a!f:ad}'? {a};t,g'. es
are proclaiming themselves
bankrupt and closing down
because of the absence of
orders. And if-this goes on,
who knows when the garments
industry, which is a lifeline for
so many people, will fall into
ruins and destroy the dreams
of the people who depend
upon this industry and want
their country to establish itself
in this highly competitive
market. g
The writer studies at the
American International School.
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NOT ONLY CAN'T [ HOLP
MY EYLES OPEN...

O i S R e By Uinielranl Poakl Sy oResie

I CAN BARELY HOLP
SOMEBODPY ELSE’S
EYES OPEN




