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A Refreshing Departure

The amnesty period for surrendering illegal
arms expires tomorrow. Even after a four-day ex-
tension. making the period a whole long week,
the response is very predictably going to be
worse than dismal. If a government visibly fails to
enforce its fiat, specially’in the case of a very ur-
gent and universally popular issue, it would face a
loss of confidence of the people. And it might
lose confidence in itself.

That such a failure is hardly affordable, Home
Minister Rafiqul Islam is wide awake of. And he
did some tough talking to the top policemen of
the nation on Sunday. He was very forthright in
giving them a piece of his mind. He blamed the
lack of response to the arms recovery campaign
on the police. He gave poignant expression to
what we but suspect — that police know about the
possessors of illegal arms but would not catch
them. In the past, governments themselves cre-
ated private armed cadres for malafide political
reasons and offered them both sanctuary and an
unhindered supply of ammunition. Police then
could not have done anything against these
criminals. The Home Minister's admonition of
police passes the buck to them and in wide pub-
lic view — and police now has little defence for
not acting with all power and sincerity.

So, two cheers for the minister. One less be-
cause he was not well-advised in allowing that
admonition to be public through the press — he
shouldn't make his main implementers feel guilty
and resentful days before they must embark on a
tough campaign. And after all things are not as
simple as ministers like them to appear. Last
week when two groups of Chhatra League cadres
created a panic in the DU halls by taking heavily
armed positions against each other — the minis-
ter could have descended on the scene and
nabbed scores of those he is supposedly madly
after. But he didn't. One top policeman reminded
the minister of such limitations on their part also.

Amnesty was foredoomed — nobody thought it
would succeed, not even the Home Minister him-
self. It was at the most a ritual before the real act
— the recovery campaign that should start day
after tomorrow must send terror into all terrorist
minds. It is Wednesday and the days following it
all our eyes are turned on. If the Sunday tough-
talk has been geared to make a success of the
recovery campaign. so be it. Let that phase ensue
at the end of the amnesty period in a fool-proof
manner. It has been, all said and done, a
refreshing departure from the age-old practice of
whitewashing any police inadequacy by
governments. .

Stock Market ncy
_ The Dhaka stock market is not yet the break-
| 1asters’ early morning storm over the tea cup as
ir1 some cities on the neighbourhood but lately its
pr ofile has grown considerably among variegated
inv'estors, both at home and abroad. The high
deniand for Initial Public Offerings (IPOs) we are

basking in has its downside too. The unmet por-
tion .of it shows up the increasing gap between
expectation and attainment. In those trying cir-
cumst:inces, how the limited number of primary
shares are being hancdled now will naturally come
under ci'ose expert scrutiny and critical analysis.

This i3 what happeried in a seminar organised
by the Centre for Development Research,
B adessh, on the thveme: Trends and Potential
of Emerging Stock Murket in Bangladesh. The
participating experts underscored the need for
transparency and profe:ssionalism in the conduct
of the stock market business so that it can grow
to its full potential. The high speculative prices of
the shares in the secondary market are out of
proportions to their intiinsic valuation. This is
rather 'bubbly,’ if you will, and the bubble might
burst unlesss the structurral and operational weak-
nesses besetting the stock market are overcome
in good time. :
A degree of speculatioin is a necessary part of
the share bisiness activity but it coes not have to
be fishy and intrigu ‘The AGMs of the indus-

mative and transparent in e first place. Then
‘there are the bank loan defaulting companies
with their shares on offer' and a suspected ma-
nipulation of the share prices in the secondary
market. ‘ . |
- This is the right time for streamlining the
stocks and securities marke:t. Its size is still small

and m eable. But it is on the verge of expan-
sion with the ?rivatisatlnn process picking up to
raise the supply level of primary shares. The law

commission being formed to incentivise invest-
ment with legal safeguardsi will hopefully turn
| their attention to the stock market where soine
reforms seem due.

2 Female AIDS Victim

This is an eye-opener to the: scare about AIDS
minus the matching preparedriess to handle any
known victim of the syndrome. Ruby, 21, hail
from Faridpur district had been on a house-mai
stint in Bahrain. On being tested HIV positive,

she got deported to Bangladesh on July 21. Three
days later she consulted a doctor at the Faridpur
General Hospital and retired to er

Charbhadrasan village home — just like that.
ﬁﬂgﬂl‘tﬂﬂy the police were tipped off about the

S victim. They promptly tracked her down at
her village home and put her jn a hospital.

That unmarried girl's reappearance in
Charbhadrasan with the deadly’ AIDS on her per-
son sed the surroundings to a kind of danger
we are so dreadfully unaccustomed to. Why is not
there an ement to quarantine an AIDS car-
rier like her — much as she herself deserved to
be taken cdre of — at the airport itself on arrival?
Thereafter she should have been taken to a
hnagital with an AIDS ward to it. It is simply in-
credible that the airport authority were ignorant
of the reason for her deportation.

As a matter of fact, we want routine AIDS-re-
lated screening done at the dirport specially on
certain categories
Besides, those B%ning abroad on assorted job as-
‘signments must be duly made aware of the con-

trial concernis themselves ought to be fully infor-

of incoming passengers.
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NE ol the problems of
national security In a
Third World country is
chronic misperception.
Althhough the concern lor
security is as old as the
evolution of civil society from a
Hobbesian state of nature, a
serious awareness of security
problems and academic
interest in national security
studies that began only in the
aftermath of the Second World
War and its conceptualisation
even in the developed
countries is a recent e-
nomenon. While a public un-
derstanding of security in an
underdeveloped country like
Bangladesh is likely to be ele-
mentary what has however
been disturbing is its percep-
tional distortion. Even in the
informed circle of our country,
the idea goes that the national
security is entirely the domain
of the military and sensitive
enough to be dealt with in top
secrecy whereas in its Iprupef
perspective the national secu-
rity is the concern of the
whole nation. to be managed at
the highest level of the na-
tional leadership and with suf-
ficient transparency
More so, in a country where
the security has its multiple
facets i. e., political, cultural,
economic, environmental and
so on apart from its mﬂua?’
dimension directed towards
the external threats. The
multi-dimensional nature of
the security problems of our
country warrants an approach
capable of covering all conceiv-
able threats and challenges to
our security. Unfortunately
such an integrated approach to
our national security is yet to
evolve. Worse still, most peo-
ple in our country tend to treat
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by Brig (Retd) M Abdul Hafiz

National Security or Regime Security?

InMMdeMMhinhrMﬁ_hmmmmm

erstwhile Pakistan. At least there is a striking similarity between national security pursuits of the

it synonymous with the secu-
rity of the regime in WET.
Not that, they have a ob-
sessive belief that the country's
security hinges to the suste-
nance of a particular regime.
group or a system — such ideas
are carefully infused in them
for the vested interest.
mm:mnﬂty has indeed

much of our national
security in ambivalence. Its ob-
rotecti the vital
interest of the national have
inadvertently been smbordi-
nated to the interests of a
quarters-wielding power. The
problem is acute particularly in
an authoritarian systemn where
there are few political alterna-
tives and the sole authority of
the country has ly over
everything including national
security, But surprisingly
enough, even in a democratic
polity the tendency of mixing
up natijonal security with the
priorities and preferences of
the incumbent g ment has
grown menacingly fast. All the
agencies and resources for se-
curity are unabashedly em-
ployed to salfeguard the inter-
est and continuity of the sit-
ting government. The conse-
quences have been dismal with
neither national nor regime
security ensured,

In Bangladesh our notion of
?ntlnrnul security is inherited
rom its tradition, experience
and practice in erstwhile Pak-
istan. At least there is a strik-
ing similarity between national

security pursuits of the mili-
tary r of both Pakistan
and Bangladesh. One of the
first few things that the na-
tional security in Pakistan
aimed at was to pelate it to the
preservation of the ruling
regime of the day. An emer-
gency atmosphere was deliber-
atctlz kept alive in the country
and its bewildered people
were persuaded to believe that
without the Muslim League
government of ‘that’ time
which was both inept and cor-
rupt. the security of Pakistan
as well as its ideology of Islam
would be at stake.

When the armed forces in
Pakistan took over the
in 1958 the national security

was militarised by giving pri-

macy to its military aspect
the country's civillan authority

was gradually eroded. In the
name of national security the
mllltaz was encouraged to run
a parallel authority, if not an
exclusive one. In Fart erosion
of civil authority in Pakistan
started even earlier The story
s that in 1952 when the
rst military attache to Wash-
ington was appointed. he was
charged by then Commander
in Chief, General Ayub Khan, to
obtain arms from the United
States but not to take the am
bassador into confidence since
the politicians could not be
trusted with sensitive matters
of national security.
An extensive abuse of secu-

rity agencies like the Inter
Services Intelligence was
commitied by the successive
Pnkintat:'u am o pro-
mote their purposes
like fixing and harassing the
political op
stage when Ayub Khan had an
occasion during 1965 war to

enquire about the intelligence
assessment of Indian armoured
divisions likely intention dur-
ing the operation the ISI chief
gave a blank look. Since the 1S]
remained busy keeping tabs on
Ayub’s political opponents at
home the failure was obvious.
Its counterpart in
was indiscriminately utilised
grur:;jg Lhtm!:jtc 708 and 'B0s ﬁ
ecaking ilm}! politic
es as well, as enlisting po-
itical support for the regimes
that seized r in post-
1975 Bangl h. Once such
practice was in place it con-
tinued even when democrati-
cally elected BNP government
was installed in 199]

Earlier when General Zia

was Tatapulted to Fown foi-
lowing the putsch of 1975 ob-
viously his only political con-
stituency was the armed forces
on which he performance re-
lied rather heavily before his
support base could be ex-
tended. This reliance unavoid-
ably exposed our military to
the cross current of national
politics. This phenomenon to
ether with other prevailing
actors significantly when in

ts. At a later -’

shaping our national security
perspective which insisted on

ing Zia and national secu-
rity inseparably linked. Zia
freely used national security
pi not enly for consolidat-
ing his position but also to but-

tress his own growing power.
our mij was

In the
politicised an

higm};
craftily persued “divide and
i "freedom

rule” by p]ayl‘;l#
against the

The similar game was
played tgufrlhad t he was
more su . The politicisation
of the military got accentuated
during the r of former
prime minister who ahugt‘tnd
one group of military brass
against another. Some were
rewarded in term of
tions and plum at the
cost of others who were qui-
etly eased out from the service.
Inspite of her considerable

popularity among the masses

she was apparently trying to
build up her also

in the mil which became
an Oor in our ma-
tional tics since 1975 Not
withstanding the differences
in approach and style. they all
were aiming at entangling the

future pr s or otherwise
of the forces with those
of oW

rom time to time. a large
number of our bright officers
in whom the nation invested
heavily were relieved from the
services perhaps because tl ey

Zia

proved prej idicial to the rul-
ing regime of the day. And in
each such event, a measure of
confidentiality was insisted
upon in the name of secrecy of
the services. The murmurs of
protest were instantly sur-
pressed. When such events e
pieced together the loss in-
curred to Lhe nation appear
grievous and public who sus-
tain the military though their
taxes remain unconvinced of
the inevitability of such waste.
The explanations have been
advanced at umt:l; that such
releases were in blic
terest and their demﬂ: tamm
be further d for security
reasons. But the armed
forces are denuded of its valu-
able as if an
invisible h more of insecu-
rity haunts the nation.

Recently there were furors
overs the retirement/dismissal
gfm ufrz.lr senior offic:irs

indiscipline and jr-
regﬂty. Such

et acu-
sations seems indiscreet be-
cause then the
as to how and

state of discipline or irregular-
ity was allowed te come to a
mlm;m::trmmﬁ
nature becomes ,
The state of our military's
morale, discipline and
is a subject which needs to be
for public debate. After
all it i . in one way or
t:hﬁ.mmnnm
ore im . We §
b-cahktm:epnmthcmuﬂq
of the nation and that of the
regime so that cannot mix
up in a manner that both re-
main unattainable.

National Budget:-1996-97: Characteristics and Control

by Muhammad Quamrul Islam

INCE the Presentation

of the Budget by the

Finance Minister on
28th July 1996, in the first
session of the Seventh
Parliament, we have seen de-
bates in the parliament and
comments in the seminars
outside the Parliament. This
session will continue through
August, so, we have more days
ahead to see how the matter
finally boils down in the new
parliament.

Actually the provisional
budget for 1996-97 was ap-
proved by the caretaker gov-
ernment on 20th June to
maintain continuity and finan-
cial discipline. Scope to make
nec changes in the esti-
mates by the new Finance
Minister was kept. The new
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria

has kept the figures, an-
nmuwedpb}r the caretaker Gov-

ernment, after incorpora a

few ¢ s within it. So,
estimated revenue receipts
remains Taka 17,120 crore
and estimated Revenue expen-
diture Taka 12,103 crore,
lea a revenue surplus of Tk
5.017 core. Likewise . the An-
nual Development amime
amounti to Tk 12, crore
as announced by the Finance
Adviser of the Caretaker Gov-
ernment. has been

the new Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria.

Sir, |1 heartily applaud our
Home Minister for the brave
‘drama” enacted by him for
going on an expedition "in dis-
guise” to get the real picture
about drug trafficking in the
city. The poor response of the
authorities at the &mm police
station was the reality — we
cannot expect anything more
on their part since they are in
it. If they had beeh more active
and honest, our country's drug
situation (business!)] would not
have flourished so openly!

I am sure that like myself,
most people will congratulate
the minister for his nrﬁ::rhlt en-
deavour, but my question is:

what next? We want to know

what he is doing or what he
will do now, since he now has
a "glimpse" of the terrible situ-
ation! An entire generation has
fallen prey to the clutches of
the drug menace and it is
about time that we do some-
uung firm to stop this terrible
trend which is fast destroying
our societyl

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
27 Dhanmondi R/A
Road No 2, Dhaka-1205 -

Chittagong and
Biman ;

Sir, On 28 February, 1996
the mayor of the Chittagong
City Corporation was appre-
hended by the then govern-
ment that incident stoked fire
in non-cooperation movement.
Movement activists expressed
their fury In retaliation of
mayor's arrest on Biman office,
General Post Office, Railway
Station and other government
and private establishments.
Law enforcing agencies seem-
ingly mocked with the city
dwellers. Skirmishes on that
day which had been around us
looked immune from law. All
modes of transport were
ceased to operate. No one from
in and out could move without
special arrangements. Those
conducts we witnessed were
questionable with respect to
political activity.

I was directly affected by
the incidents happened on
that day. I had two reservations
in Bangladesh Biman from
Dhak:tf to ch?‘ur:. We could not
move from ittagong city, for
the situation arnaergom];ncl-
dent. There was virtually no

tion at Biman office after

is incident since the office
was ransacked and put into ar-
son. We could not yet surren-

t as if as

- ovens. This causes hygienic
roblems for the n:ié: ur-

What is disturbing to note is
the increasing trend of rev-
enue expenses and the declin.
ing size of ADP. The revenue
expenditure would be 9.33 per
cent more than the level of
1995-96, which stood at Taka
11,070 crore. In the revised
budget 1995-96, the revenue
expenditure is Tk 11.814
crore, which is 2.44 per cent
more than the revenue
budget. It seems that there is
no room for reducing the rev-

enue expenses!

In the ADP. the size was
reduced to Tk. 10.447 crore
in the revised budget 1995-96
from the original estimate of
Tk 12,100 crore. The care-

taker government prepared a
core P for 1996-97 amount-
in to Tk 11,300 crore,

although it was showed at Tk
12,5 crore in the Budget.
Experience has shown that
there is always a cut imposed
in the ADP. BNP, now
in opposition, might have a
£ point to say that they
could have mobilized the re-
sources to implement the ADP,
had there been no political
turmoil. But then they could
have ended the political dead-

lock by resigni earlier.
Anyway. there would not have
been qualitative implementa-
tion of ADP. Finance Adviser of
the last caretaker govermment

Dr. Wahiduddin Mahmud
rightly opined that In the
name of ADP crore, of Taka
were misused every ¥EIL
which is unimaginable for a
r country like Bangladesh.
ewspapers are agog with re-
ports as to how ADF projects
are seized for personal, local
and coterie interests. So, the
usual formulation of ADP will
not serve any national interest.
There is expectation that the
new Finance Minister will do
something to prevent leakages
and wastages. Towards that
end. . consensus between the
Treasury bench and the oppo-
sition within the Parliament on
the basic issues are the crying
need of the hour, not hurling
abuses at each other. The so-
called labour leaders and CBA
should work within limits,
without hampering . revenue

and development activities.

When Begum Khaleda Zia
assumed the office of Prime
Minister on 20th March 1991,
the main hurdle before her
Governmernt to cross was the
huge amount of loan default.
The then Finance Minister lost
no time to launch the drive
against loan defaulters! But the
hard reality is that, after five

ears, the burden of loan de-
ault has increased by about

der our tickets despite our
frequent efforts. We brought
this matter to appropriate au-
thority. We applied for ticket

rice refund. The District

anager, Chittagong informed
us that Dhaka Biman office has
rejected the claim of ticket
price twice. Sizeable number
of passengers were related
with this. We did not find our
failure for this misdeed. Biman
office can think again our
claim under present situation
when new government
emerged out of non-coopera-
tion movement came to power.

Bose Asoke Kumar -

. House # 413, Road #10 Block-

B. Chandgaon R/A
Chittagong-4212

"Slums in Dhaka
City"

Sir, Dhaka is the capital of
Bangladesh. About 80 per cent
of its people are poor. Thou-
sands of them live in slums.
They usually corfie from distant
villages. These slums earned a
bl_lad‘nal.:nc on the account that
they shelter poor le alon
wit hnudlun:;p: £ 5

These slums grow with
dirty environment where there
is no utility service. They also
make slums beside dirty
canals. Most of the slum peo-
ple in aka , city have no
proper jobs. They are mostly
illiterate. Some of them are
cart pullers and day labourers.
These jobs do not give them
Enuu%h income to support
their families which consist of
three to four children and in
some cases more. Those who
do not have proper employ-
ment indulge in nefarious ac-
tivities like hijacking and pil-
fering in order to survive. ’ic
reason behind all this is
poverty. '

Slums affect us in many
ways. They cause overcrowding
and pollution. The slum people
pass their excreta in the
drains. They cook by burning
rubber tyres or bits of syn-
thetic cloth in makeshift

oods. They throw g e on
the streets from where obnox-
ious smell fouls the air. People
cannot breath fresh air, Every-
day the slum people quarrel
with each other unaware that
they are disturbing others. A
city with slums looks like a
peacock with ugly feet.
. Slums sometimes grow in
large vacant areas where flats,
markets or buildings can be
built. A question arises: if these

slums are eliminated, where

will they (%?

Both s and NGOs should
chalk out of a plan to impart
them lessons in functional lit-
and train them in skill

era
development. Th
ven access to utility services.
w-cost hous facilities at
the outskirts of the city should
be provided to them.

We should not forget that
they are our brethren, and
they deserve our help and
care. %r better living becomes
a mockery vis a vis the le
living in abject poverty. s
Dilras Sultana
Satmashjid Road,

Dhanmondi R/A,
"Raising of

Retirement Age"

Sir, We are surprised at the
suggestion made by Mr M Sye-
duzzaman in his recent com-
mentary on the 1996-97 Bud-
get, published in your es-
teemed daily on the 5 August,
1996 that the government
should raise the retiring age to
60 years. In his opinion, this is
needed to avoid losing the ser-
vices of senior public servants
due-to-retire in the coming
months, Contrary to his sug-

estion, bureaucracy in
angladesh actually needs infu-
sion of new blo in its top
echelon. We have seen the
rather lacklustre performance
of present senior officials in all
spheres of administration.
erefore, it will be only ap-
propriate to allow these offi-
cials to proceed to superannu-
ation at the age of 57, when-
ever the same becomes due,
Senior citizens like Mr M Sye-
duzzaman are rendering useful
services to the nation even
long after their retirement.
Senior officials retiring in the
coming month's can follow

their footsteps.
After prolonged service

should be

“with the government, some

civil servants find it extremel
difficult to adjust to the Iifg
after retirement. These people
try to perpetuate their link
with the government by seek-
ing extensions or sneaking
back into the government on
ministerial or similar policy-
making assignments. is is
contrary to our public pro-
nouncements of revitalising
the private sector. improving
our social services network,
and bringing dynamism in our
civil administration.

Saiful Haq
House-25, Road-13

policeman in reali

hundred per cent, the current
amount is estimated to be Taka
14,000 crore Will AL Finance
Minister Kibria be able to bring
back financial discipline, by
avoiding lavouritism and
tism, continued through the
autocratic rule of Ershad and
also democratic rule of
Khaleda Zia? No doubt, the
task is difficult! But the Fi-
nance Minister has already ex-
ressed his concern in his
udget speech and calculated
yment of tax at the rate Tk
S5 per citizen per annum on r
this account! The voters will be
relieved and economy will be
invigorated if Mr. Kibria re-
mains steadfast in commit-
ment; even if that means loss
of some volers or ance
of a few stalwarts of the party.
The net result would be the
present government will gain
more confidence and
more votes in future. The
of JP and BNP from the seat of
power amply testifies this pre-

aul_rl_xﬂtinu.

e€re is no use to drum up
that BNP has left fund the
empty . in the way BNP did
after the fall of JP Government.
Instead. people want to see

action against the wrong doers
and deeds, like misappropria-
tion of public . fund. il ang. In

te of many a failure of BNP,
the forei mu:hmﬁ: reserve
stood at 2 billion . rate of
savings increased and inflation
rate was by and large low, till

their departure.

There was always stagnancy
in the rate of investment, for

which BNP may be squarely
blamed and also for low

* capita income of 220 dollar

and d ning of poverty of
the . As such. AL hn:ﬂt-
celved a shattered economy
from BNP, no doubt! But then,

it is eq necaur]yma -
that people hnl:t

preciate

voted AL to power to salvage
the economy and alleviate
poverty in real terms; not for
propaganda, as practised by
their )
h“HemLPHtE. the parliament
bud.gp:tjtu the tune ni T:Ln
thousand crgre for 1995-96,
which covers the period of
BNP and caretaker govern-
ments. The excess expendi-
tures were mostly of non-de-
velopment nature, and bear an

eloquent proof of bad financial
The intent of 9] of the

~nor for

Constitution providing for sup-
plementary and excess grants

should not be so liber in-
terpreted as to authorise such
huge excess expenditures
h should rather be as
minimug as
wise . what was the real
for the b speech of Fi-
the Boisotol Yot Asud S Pl
year 2
ing of the annual flnlnl:ialm
statement before the parlia-
ment? We that present
government not quote it as
precedence, while dischar
m responsibilities, hence-

*
L]

ha ihpulm
enhm:n&lti:nwm -
policy non-governance
neither for the country
t P‘uﬁ:m“
opera s
mfnrmndﬂnnnﬂw

1

‘tem, as is maintained at least

in our nearby countries.

OPINION

Law and Order':_Poii_c_:_emé}l and

management tzrua::lly standard.
e

—=

Local Authorities '

HE print and electro-
nic media of the coun-
try have elaborately
reported. on recently held
seminar/discussion on the
prevailing state of law and
order in the country and
sought way-outs. For pertinent
reasons, it seems that the dis-
cussants focused on thg roles
of policemen/law enforcing
agencies and the local bodies.
In this connection, while
agreeing that it is not possible
for any single agency to deter
crimes but only united efforts
of the government. law enforc-
ing agencies, local bodies, by
and large members of the
community, can do it, | would
like to share the following
points : '
FALSE REPORTING: When-
ever it comes to police investi-
ation and report, it is widely
lieved that the party that is

stronger in influencing the in-
vestiga officer will have the
report to his/her favour. It is

further asserted by many that
this is no myth but has become
the rule of the day.

By the grace of Almighty,
the innocent victims of such
practices usually come out
clear but sadly writhing
through lots of harassments,
difficulties and heavy prices.

Many consider that the po-
licemen should be made ac-
countable for false investigative
reports. The penalties for false
reports and harassments be
clearly spelt out and circulated
for information of all and
sundry. A clear-cut procedure
to handle such cases be devel-
oped. .
FABRICATED MEDICAL
REPORTS : To square up a
false case, often the incrimi-
nating party obtains fake med-
ical certificates surprisingly
from government hospitals.
Again criminals produce false
medical ceértificates to avoid
charges. Re edly, issuance
of false medical certificates is

much in vogue. It is fur-

ther said that it is so com-

monly practised that doctors

also perhaps have been con-
sidering it very much alright.

e looking for solution,

many opine that specific and

smooth legal procedures be

there to bring the defaulting
doctors to ook and the
be

wrung—dnlnﬁ doctors
stripped of licences to prac-
tice.

Is there any superhuman

It is true
that when it comes to deter-

John Arun Sarkar

ring crimes, cg:liﬂcm;n many a
time fail to demonstrate aver-
age dexterity, forget behaving
superhumanly. However, when
dealing with common-
men/citizens, policemen are

very much superhuman
(domineering,” sometimes ar-
rogant). They frequently turn
true the widely said state-
ment.” A policeman has the le-

gal clauses as many as the stars
~ In a clear sky

up his sleeves”. A
policeman often behaves in a
way as if he can do and undo
anything and there is none to
stop him.

The laws that arm police-
men with the authority for do-
ing anything they wish to do
should be curbed. Any absolute
authority is crime prone. A po-
liceman must know that any
misbehaviour or unusual au-
thority demonstration will be
dealt with severely.

LOCAL BODIES : The mis-

- deeds of Mohallah commitiees

and other local bodies includ-
ing the committees under the
ward cowmimissioners/the
chairmen etc often come vivid
in the minds of the common-
men. Their activities verge on
delivering more injustice than
{usth:e in all sorts of disputes
often arisen purposefully by
themselves). They do these by
putting ulzﬁimmaculatﬁ expres-
sions with saintly words on
their lips and under the pa-
tronage of a quarter in the au-
thority. That having the back-
ing of the people in power,
they feel that they can override
any disciplinary action. As such
they are nonchalant. They
often claim to be in the status
of magistrates and that their
decisions are final and ac-
cepted by the courts also.

» They keep or have to keep
close contact with the local
police station and it is alleged
that with the suppart from
that end, they in the guise of
justice-doers exert tremen-
dous pressure on the com-
monmen. The government
should consider the means and
tools to check any mischievous
activities by these commit-
tees /local bodies.

In this . the associa-
tions of lawyers. retired
JLHﬁea. the Hu Rights ac-
tivists and the NGO activists
may be given al accesses
to perform their investigation
activities and protection for
reporting publicly which will

pay a

time to time visit police sta-
tions to k
tivities at the police stations.

vants,
workers] without knowing of
the PS will be helpful in many

ways.

VISIT AT ODD
Unless emergency,
should be instructed to avoid
visits at odd hours because vis-
iting a house at the middle of
‘the night without valid reasons
per se is equivalent to

in turn would restrain pre-
tentious crime- :

It is alleged that identified
criminals frequently visit po-
lice stations. On any average
day. a visit to a police station
would testify that the locally
identified criminals are seen
roaming in the precincts of |
the police station. Often
move about like bosses
undermines the trustworthi-
ness of the policemen.
Whereas the general mass
sometimes visit PS for obtain-
ing clearance certificates etc
are hesitant and fearful that by |
some ploy, they may have to

Mobile npu:ml leamns may
watch on the ac-
Periodical visits of team of re-

sponsible persons (civil ser-
professionals, social,

HOURS :
licemen

unish-

ing the inmates. And often it is
reported that policemen mis-
behave not only with men. they
are tempted to utter dirty
words and make filthy gestures
in presence of ladies. This
indicates that our policemen
are not well-disciplined.

The solution to the above
problems demands account-
ability. At certain intervals, dil-
ferent teams not directly
linked to the police adminis-
tration and/or local bod-
ies /committees may be invited
to make su se visits, collect
information, analyse and sug-
gest remedies for effective im-
provement in the state of law
and order. Any permanent
committee /body will be per-
vaded by corruption with the

passage of time as experiences
%;at.
e complaints against the

su
policemen and the local com-

mittees may be riously
looked into by the Ministry of

Home Affairs. People often for |

the sake of personal safety and
security send complaints

anonymously but just on the
ground of anon gy the com-
plaints should not be dis-
missed. Some false complaints
may cause embarrassments no
doubt. but the benefits will far
outweight the cost.




