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Abdullah making a point during a press

conference yesterday in Kashmir where he announced that the National Conference would
participate in state legislative elections next month despite boycott calls by Muslim

separatists.
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leges to 500-bed ones lo en-
sure better medicare for the

common people, report agen-
cles.

The medical col are in
Faridpur. Khulna, najpur,
Co a and

This was stated in Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday by Health

. and Family Welfare Minister

Salahuddin Yusuf in response
to a number of questions by
the Treasuring and Opposition
members.

The health minister claim-
ed that a normal situation was
now prevailing in all the 13
medical colleges of the country
after sporadic incidents that
led to the closure of some
medical colleges

Salahuddin Yusuf also told
the Sangsad that the present
government would formulate a
new drug policy soon.

When opposition BNP
member Shahidul Islam from

syndrome of physicianiess
hospitals or take actions
against absentee physicians.
the health minister said that
his government would take
steps in this regard for the
sake of improvement of health
services in the country.

The minister said that ap-
pointment against vacant posts
of physicians in itals and
health complexes would be
taken soon.

Responding to two separate

questions from Awami League
member Jalal Uddin Talukder,
the minister said now there
are a total of 376 thana health
complexes and an additional
26 would be operative by the
end of the current year. He
sald there are 222 X-ray ma-
chines in health complexes out
of which 185 are now opera-
tive. Out of order X-ray ma-
chines are now under repair,
he added.

Experts observe at seminar

Professionalism needed for

Speaking at a seminar here
vesterday stressed the need
lor ensuring transparency and
professionalism in the stock
market for its steady growth.

Sudden rise in prices or
market indicators does not
mean growth of the stock
market, they observed while
speaking on “Trends and
Potential of Emerging Stock
Market in Bangladesh.” organ-
ised., by. the Centre [for
Development Research,
Bangladesh (CDRB).

The speakers included
Imtiaz Hossain, chairman of
the Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE), Mazhar Mohammad
Islam. Associate Professor ol
Economics and Finance, Texas
A & M International University
and M Kabir Hasan, Associate
Professor of Finance, Univ-
ersity of New Orleans, USA.

Mizanur Rahman Shelly of
the CDRB presided.

Imtiaz suggested that busi-
ness leaders and institutions
should look at things 'profes-
sionally’ for development of
the country's securities
market. "Growth of stock
market is generally followed by
national economic growth,” he
said.

The DSE Chairman said for-
eign portlolio investors will

By Staff Correspondent

not leel encouraged until local
investors come forward. “We
need not invent something for
our economic development,
but we have to look at the ex-
amples in our neighbouring
countries,” he observed.

The two University profes-
sors have suggested that the
DSE should be more transpar-
ent and professional in dealing
with share business. The au-
thorities concerned should
also take proper action against
bank loan defaulters who have
registered their companies
with the DSE to help growth of
confidence among small in-
vestors. they said.

‘It is controversial that the
secondary prices of shares of
defaulters are increasing," said
Prof Kabir Hasan. '

Prof Hasan said the DSE
was operating "very ineffi-
ciently” which had a negative
impact on the development of
the securities market.

He also criticised the allot-
ment of 30 per cent quota of
Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)
for fnrei%n portiolio investors.

'rof. Islam said sudden high
growth of share prices basing
on speculations may also have
‘devastating" impact on the na-
tional economy. He, however.
said the stock market grew

growth of stock market

significantly in Bangladesh in
the last several years but its
size is too small compared to
other emc;}lng markets.

The total market capitalisa-
tion of DSE was S 1.049 billion
in 1994 compared to $
127.515 billion in India. $
12.263 billion in Pakistan. S
191.778 billion in Soulh Korea

and s 199276 bhillion in
Malaysia, according to Lhe Prof
Islam said in his note pa-

per.
Development of the securi-

ties market is a precondition
for the development of the
economy through private sec-
tor participation, he said. A
sirong securities market mo-
bilises internal and external
resources for faster economic
growth, ensures efficient allo-
cation of resources and even-
tually generates economic de-
velopment.

Dwelling on the problems of
the stock market, Prof Islam
said, inadequate supply of good
and quality securities that was
demonstrated by the high de-
mand for [POs, was one of the
major impediments to the de-
velopment of securities mar-
kel. "Serious attention should
be given to ensure trans-
Earency in the securities mar-

et.”

jured when two

61 infected
with HIV

positive, JS told

A total of 61 people in
Bangladesh have been ected

| with HIV ‘Human Immuno-De-

ficiency Virus positive, the
virus that causes AIDS
(Aquired Immuno Deficiency
Syndrome), reports UNB.

Of them, 10 have been in-
fected with AIDS and three al-
ready died. Health and Family
Welfare Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf told parliament yester-
day. replying to a question of
Begum Raushan Ershad (Jatiya
-Party-Mymensingh).

The minister also informed
the Parliament that a United
Nations-assisted project,
‘Bangladesh AIDS Prevention
and Control”. has been initi-
ated at the government level
this June to control the deadly
disease in the count The
project include di?;rrrn!
AWAreness prograines

5 hurt as train
derails in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Aug'l1: Al

least five passengers were in-
gtboglcs of a

Chittagong-bound train derai-
led in Boalkhali thana today.

reports UNB.
Railway sources here said

the bogies of the train from
Dohazari careened off the
track near Kanungugarn level -
crossing at about 8 am, dis-
1 i I Mgy
bet
hazari. and traffic on Chit-
tagong-Kanungupara road for
about 6 hours.

A relief train from Chit-
tagong rushed to the spot and
cleared the track at about 2

IL:lm"l“'l'm injured were admitted
to Boalkhali Health Complex.

One doctor for
every 15000
citizens

Health Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf told the Jatiyva Sangsad
yesterday that at present there
is one doctor for every 15 000
citizens In the country. report
agencies,

ng to a question b
.Jai:::rmm Hazari (AL-Feni).
the minister said the govern-

ment has the plan to increase
the number of doctors and this
will be done in phases

Yusuf said the number of
posts. which remained vacan
in the hospitals, including do
lors. are presently: first class
Bll. second class 17. third
Class 909 and fourth class | B8

The government would take
immediate steps to fill up the
posts, the minister said reply
ing to Mirza Azam |(AL-
Jamalpur).

The minister informed the
House that only Tk 58 47 was
spent on healthcare for each
citizen ol the country in fiscal
1995-96.

BNP founding

From page 1

ernment to stop arrest, ha-
rassment and [iling of false
cises, and other repressive
ineasures against the leaders
and workers of BNP and its
front sations.

It also urged the govern-
ment to immediately start the
post-flood rehabilitation pro-
gramunes and provide financial
assistance to the affected peo-
ple on an emergency basis so
that they can rebuild their
houses, procure livestock and

cultivate crops.

Flag meeting

I'rom page |
six-member committee, three
from each side, to execute the
decision, official sources said.

The sources said both the
sides agreed to strengthen pa-
trolling by BSF and BDR to
contain smuggling. It was also
agreed that police will assist
border forces in maintaining
law and order and representa-

tive of BDR and BSF will meet
after every two months, the
sources added. Besides, the
two sides also agreed to hold
border flag meeting at district
level each year.

The two sides, who decided
to meet in August next year in
Udaipur, Tripura, also agreed
not to give sanctuary to mur-
derers and dacoits in each
others country. '

BNP: Ruling party

From page 1

cussion on matters of national
im rt?tncc. like the law and
order situation and devasta
floods. Hak

Bhuiyan said the govern-
ment is not arresting the ter-
rorists of its student wi
are muﬂn% freely at the
nose of ce at Shahidull
Hall of Dhaka University for
last two weeks.

Speaking of "partial and
one-sided publicity by BTV"
Prof Badruddoza Chowdh

alleged that despite the DEPE

Speaker's instruction for

. P and equal coverage of
all MPs, the television is being

used against BNP.
“The BTV is highlighting

only the ruling party's role in
the parliament while the BNP

is being belittled intentionally
... All members have the t

to the mﬁf'" he ;
i Anwar alleged that
when the TV matter was

raised in the Business Advisory

Committee meeting, the
Leader of the House said BTV
will be run as they wish and
whatever is going on now will
continue”.

Some BNP leaders at the

8s briefing
he BTV (Bangladesh Televi-
sion) had been turned into
ATV (Awami Television).

ng, who

remarked that

Female AIDS
patient caught
by police

FARIDPUR, Aug 11: A fe-
male AIDS patient was appre-
hended from her village home
in Charbhadrashan thana of the
district on Saturday night, po-
lice and hospital sources said,
reports UNB.

Rubi, 21, daughter of late
Bhashan Ali of Lohartek village,
was deported from Bahrain last
July after she tested HIV (the
virus that causes AIDS) positive
in routine check-up in a gov-
ernment laboratory.

The unmarried AIDS pa-
tient was sent to Mohakhali
Infectious Diseases Hospital in

Dhaka tnda"?r for treatment. the
sources said.

In Bahrain, Rubi worked as
a housemaid of an Indian
Christian-turned-Muslim.
Abdullah Al Ansari, for 13
months. Ansari sent her back
to Bangladesh on July 21 for

tlreatment in a government
hospital

She came to Faridpur
General Hospital on July 24
and left for her village home
after consul a doctor there.
Police later launched a search
for the AIDS patient.

Fake cement
factory found

Police in a pre-dawn drive
at Sh in n thana
of th:m!:?tb;ﬂ!nt ed a fake
cement factory yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided the area in the early
morning and unearthed the
factory and seized more than
3.000 bags of fake waterproof
cement.

Owmers of the factory —
Sudhir Kanti Sheel, Jasim-
uddin Milon and Mostakin —
fled the scene sensing the
arrival of

Later
other tion at Green Road
and recovered B0 bags of fake
cement from a hardware shop.
One Monir Hossain was ar-
rested in this connection.

e conducted an-

Tax counselling
centre set up

A tax counselling centre to
provide necessary advice lo
the tax payers has been set up
at the BCS Taxation Academy
at New Bailey Road in the city,
reports UNB.

According to an official
handout, it's obligatory for
those who earn more than Tk
5,000 per month, includin
the government officials an
employees, to submit their in-
come tax return.

The income tax return
forms are available at the main
ant offices of the country, the

andout said.

The telephone number of
the counselling centre is
415369.

Home Minister

From page 1
unwilling to arrest the crimi-
nals,’ the Minister reportedly
told the meeting.

He said the SPs and district
police administrations know
who are involved in terrorist
activities. "But why police is
not taking steps despite gov-
ernment order to arrest the
terrorists?"”

Lasting about three hours,
the meeting was attended,
among others, by the Home
Secretary, Inspector General
of Police, and Additional
Inspector General of Police
(Special Branch).

The IGP told the meeting
that a large number of terror-
ists and armed hoodlums be-
longed to different political
parties, the meeting sources
said.

Pressure comes [rom politi-
cal parties instantly whenever

an illegal arms holder is ar-
rested, the |GP told the Home
Minister and requested him to
take a decision on how to
withstand the political pres-
SUre.

The meeting decided to go
for large-scale transfer of se-
nior police officizls across the
country to streamline the po-
lice administration.

The Home Minister in-
structed the police officials to
strengthen the arms recovery
drive and intensify their activi-
ties to restore law and order.

From page 1|
Khashru agreed with some
%Epnsiunn members that the
three lakh ceil for elec-
tion ex was a farce. "The
provisions should simply be

dropped”.

(gn the voters' ID card, he
said, "The Awami League defi-
nitely wants the provision. We
will eventually make it manda-
lory.”

"We really want to offer the
nation fool-proof electoral laws
which will pave the way for the
real leaders of the people to be
elected to parliament. We want
to block the entrances of Jatiya
Sangsad for the black-money
holders, bank-loan defaulters -
the sophisticated dacoits - who
have no connection with the
people,” he said.

Proposing that the ceiling
be refixed. Jatiya Party MP Abu
Lais Mohammad Mobin Chow-
dhury said, "I believe, most of
the MPs have spent more than
Tk three lakh in the last
elections. Some of us have
spent even Tk three crore.”

Major (retd) Hafiz Uddin,
Mashiur Rahman and Shahidul
Islam of the BNP supported
the view. They also demanded
a mandatory provision for vot-
ers' ID card.

Pointing out that there is no
clear-cut definition of bank
loan defaulters in the present
law, M K Anwar of BNP
asserted that there should be
one.

EC affidavit

From page 1

habuddin Ahmed had been
elected unopposed President
of the country according to
Article 7 of the Presidential
Election Act, 1991 and sub-
clause 6 of clause 12 of the
Presidential Election Regula-
tion, 1991.

The ruling Awami League
had nominated him as candi-
date for the presidency, with
no other contestant from the
Opposition.

ollowing the EC announce-
ment opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) raised
uestion in the Jatiya Sangsad
the next day over its validity.

5 brigadiers

From page |

Gen Aziz has been made chief
of the Bangladesh Rilles. PSO
to the Prime Minister Major
Gen M Subed Ali Bhuiyan has
been appointed GOC, Rangpur.

Major Gen Salam, the pre-
sent . Ra r, is due to
retire on August 14.

The Director-in-charge of
the ISPR, when contacted,
said he could neither confirm

’ nor deny the changes.

AL to move new Bill

Defining black money as
"untaxed money, Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury of the same
party. however, suggested that
one should not confuse hard
earned money and wealth with
those earned unfairly.”

The eve session of the
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday also
witnessed passage of three
other bills, one of those
unanimously. The morning sit-
ting of the House had ques-
lion-answer session and wit-
nessed disposal of call atten-
tion notices and brief speeches
of the MPs on rejected mo-
tions.

Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury piloted the
Bangladesh riculture Re-
search Institute (Amendment)
Bill 1996 and the Bangladesh
Sugarcane Research Institute
(Amendment) Bill 1996.

Both the Bills were passed
in amended form.

The parliament also passed
the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Authority (Amendment)
Bill 1996 in amended form,
defining the power of the JMB
authority for proper imple-
mentation of the project.

Moving the bill, Communi-
cations Minister Anwar Hos-
sain said the bill also aimed at
maintaining the facilities and
keeping the bridge fit for use
as well as preserving and pro-
tecting it.

An amendment to the Ja-
muna bill moved by BNP law-

maker Major (retd) M
Akhteruzzaman was accepted
by the House.

The House passed the three
bills, scrutinised by a special
committee, by voice votes.

Deputy speaker Advocate
Abdul Hamid presided over the
morning session and the first
half of the evening session.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury Chaired the con-
cluding session which also in-
cluded general discussion on
the grn?oud budget for fiscal
1996-97 fiscal. e Speaker
adjourned the House-at 10:35

pm to resume at 3:00 this
afternoon.

One wounded 1n
city gunfight

By DMCH Correspondent

A man was shot dur-
ing nyn;::#ﬂ t between two
Erou s near Camp un-

er Mohammadpur thana in
the city yesterday.

o tulrpullcc source,
Showkat, 23, sustained bullet
wound in his leg when Ezaz

p and Nasim group in the

eneva Camp area started
at each other. It could
not be learnt which group

Showkat belonged to.

along-standin
the bus srami
owners association,

lor ighting products, radio and TV sets

Dhaka: 8153069, 8196259, 889993
Ceg- 501082, 503578, Khwsina: 20304, Bogra: 6215

PM for formation
of JEC with
Sudan

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday put emphasis
on formation of a joint eco-
nomic commission between
Bangladesh and Sudan to fur-
ther promote the trade and
economic relations between
the two counitries. reports
BSS

She that Sudan
would import quality gar
ments, ceramic goods. news-
prints and telephone cables

Irom Bangladesh

hoped

The prime minister said
this when the ambassador-des-
ignate of Sudan El Rasheed

hider called on her at her
Jativa Sangsad olfice in the
A TN E

Welcoming the new 5Su

danese envoy the Prime Min-
ister expressed her happiness
over the existing [riendly rela-
tions between the countries
and also referred to Bangla

desh Sudan t(ooperation in
various international forums

Meanwhile the Primme Min
ister appreciated the ellorts ol
Sudan to pay the debt to
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpo
ration against the import ol
l“" goods by Sudan She
wped that his matter would
he expedited

Fl Rasheed Khider in recip

rocation assured Lthe Prime
Minister that his couniry was
dlso willing to further stren
Ythen bilateral economi and

trade relations with Bangla
desh

L ] L ] L ] L
Kirit Khan in city

The famous sitlar maestro
Kirit Khan, the grandson of the
greal maestro ol the subconti-
neinl Alauddin Khan, arrived in
Dhaka yesterday from Calcutta.
He will stay here for a few days
and will attend a number of
musical functions. He was ac-
companied by artiste Subrata
Senguptla, Asith Kumar Jana

and Sampita Banerjee, reports
LN,

Transport workers
protest terrorism
in bus terminals

A large number of transport
workers demonstrated in the
city yesterday protesting ter-
rorism and extortion in bus

tertininls reports UNB.

The wwcinbwr ol 90 route
Conmittees ol Bandladesh
Sarak Poanthaihion Sranuk 1 nion
brought oul o prodcssion lruih

the union's central ollice in
the afternoon and later held a
rally in front of Jatiya Press
Club.

Addressing the rally, Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Federation
president Manjurul Ahsan
Khan said a semblance of
peace returned to the termi-
nals for a while as 'mastans’
[(hoodlums) and toll extortion-
ists had left after the assump-
tion of power by Awami League.

But the 'identified terror-
ists' have again returned to the
terminals, he said, changin
their colours and continue
their acts of violence at the
Sayedabad bus terminal since
August 7.

"It is very unfortunate that a
ruling party MP who has no
connection with the Sayedabad
area is patronising the terror-
ists when Sheikh Hasina gave
priority to curbing terrorism
and stopping politicisation,”
Manjurul Ahsan Khan said.

e urged the Prime Minis-
ler and the Home Minister to
immediately look into the
mattier and order arrest of the
terrorists who were trying to
capture the tvrminals chang-
ing their sicuboards.

Presided over hy Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Union pres-
ident Abdur Rouf Mia, the rally
was also addressed by union
vice president Abdul Khaleq,
general secret Abdul Odud
Nayvan and Rabiul Islam.

Bus Sramik leader
shot in N'gan;j

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 11:
Transgurt workers today ran-
sacked an office of the trans-
port owners and stopped ply-
ing of all vehicles on the
Narayanganj-Demra highway
protesting the incident in
which a worker leader was
shot at t. last night.

Jahangir Alam, 35, a leader
of Narayanganj-Demra Bus
Sramik Union,was attacked

and shot last t allegedly by
a group led by the president of
Bus Owners' Association,

Manzurul Islam Shaheen, ac-
cording to police.

Jahangir was rushed to
Narayanganj Hospital, but later
shifted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in a critical

condition.

The attack was sequel to
enmity between
union and bus
police

AL team meets CEC
Parties urged to

abide by election

code of conduct

An Awami
Amir Hossain Amu

Election Commissioner Moha-
mmad Abu Hena on
5 byelections in 15 consti-
tuencies. re s UNB.

The Chief Election Commi-

ssioner in the meeting urged

the political parties to main-
tain law and order. abide by
the election code of conduct
and refrain from giving
cative statement or inﬂ;’;
behaviour during the bypolls.
He also called for cooperat-
ing with the
agencies in turhing
and seizing illegal

terrorism

and vote centres.

"Every political leader and
worker should remain alert
about their rights and re -
sihilities in order to hold the
hyvelection in a [ree. fair. im-
partial and transparerd man-
ner ~ he said will have to
strictly follow the election
rules

In this respect. he men-
lioned that each party or can-
didate would get equal oppor -

tunity for uning anvtrnmcnt
circuit house ak bu

and rest house and these
would not be used for election
L dalll i.-llg:l".l r]ll T,

0 political party will be al-
lowed to use vernment ma-
chinery or vehicles for elee-

lioneering purpose, he made it
clear.

| killed in gunfire
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG 11: One
street vender died gun-

men opened fire at Danpara
under Kotwali Thana this
evening, police said.

Jafor Ahmed, 35, suc-
cumbed to his bullet wounds
sustained in his abdomen
when the gunmen at one stage
of altercation with a shop-
keeper opened fire indiscirim-
inately, added.

l‘nﬁrr rushed to the spot
but none was arrested.

Plaintiff says

4-yr-old Masud
was not named
in FIR

The plaintiff of a case in
which a four-year-old child was
reportedly implicated as a da-
coil Saturday said the FIR filed
by him did not include the mi-
nor boy as an accused, reports
UNB.

I lodged an ejahar with
Tejgaon police on March 15,
1994 naming two accused —
Gomez and Monwara — and
mentioned 10/12 people
without their names, said
plaintiff ul Islam, a senior
advocate of the Supreme
Court, in a statement.

He said the child, Maksudul
Islam Masud alias Khokon, who
was then 18-month-old, was
not an accused of the case.

Meanwhile, authorities sus-
pended the investigation offi-
cer of the case. sub-inspector
Nazrul Islam, for failing to
carry out the investigation
properly.

League delegation
led by Presidium member
erday
held discussion with Chief

law-enforcing

] rearms for
ensuring security of the voters

Housing problem

From page |

family of Monajatuddin.
Referring to the Press Insti-
tute of Bangladesh (PIB). the
Prime Minister said the insti-
tute would be restructured to
rajse its standard to the in-
lernational level and poet
Shamsur Rahman would be ap-
pointed as its Chairman.

Unity's president Shafiqul
Kabir invited the Prime Minis-
ter to attend as chief guest
the 2nd conference of the
Dhaka Reporters' Unity to be
held in the second week of
September

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed was pre-
sent during the meeting.

Unity's vice-president An-
warul Huq general secretary
Mostafa Feroz Dipu. Abdul
Manna, Syed Ishtiague Reza,
Mubdi Ahmed and Rashed
Chowdhury also spoke on the
OCCasion.

JP: Reshuffle

Fron page |
stressed the need for further
strengthening and reorganis
ing the party 10 meet! the need
of time.

At the meeling. Ershad in
formed his party's MPs that he
has appointed Khandaker
Mahbub Hossain as a presidium
member ol .Jativa Party

Meeting sources said it dis
cussed the Seplember 5 by
election 1n 15 constituencies
Ershad instructed his party
men, the MPs in particular. to
work with utmost sincerity for
a better showing in the by-

polls.

The meeting also assigned
Aduties to Jativa Party MPs for
the byelection

It demanded the govern-
ment for immed.ate and un-
conditional release of Naziur
Rahman Manju. a front-ranking
leader of the party

Some 23 MPs attended the
meeting that lasted for about
an hour from 4 pm.

Islamic bank
From page 1
and complies with the terms

and conditions ol Islamic
"Mudaraba contracts” where no
provisions e required against
clients funicds as the bhank acts
s lrusiees

"Mudaraba tukes lace

when the bank invests lunds
on behalf of a clien! and profiis
are shared beiween the i1wo
parties according to rcent-
ages agreed upon in the initial
conlract.

FIBB will also saleguard Lhe
interests and investments of
its clients by a thorough analy-
sis of investment opportuni
ties, professional calculation ol

risks and liguidity manage-
ment in cooperation with the
rgl?ettiv: authorities, Naseef
added.

Assets

From page 1
ting statemenls on personal
assets. Later. others felt that
there should be a prescribed
form for the purpose.

But the minister could not
confirm whether the Prime
Minister would make public
the statements of assets im-
mediately. But he said he per-
sonally felt that the statements

should be made public to en-
sure transparency in gover-
nance.
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said.
Following the incident. an-
gry transport workers ran-

sacked the office of tra
owners at Kalibazar and forced
all vehicles to remain off the
Naraya j-Demra road today.
Following the incident,
Shaheen has gone into hiding,
I, police said.
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