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 Opposition predicts collapse = Anti-tax strike draws

' | mixed response on
of Deve Gowda's govt 9nd day in Pakist

8 Che Dialy Star

National Confce
to take part in
Kashmir polls
SRINAGAR, India. Aug 11~

Kashmir's main Muslim party
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iiiie Electioria schediulad Thr dtan opposition is predicting a Ifnmg the United Front s common programme. It is not

nexl month in the strife-hit | colapse of Prime Minister H I Common Minimum Pro cnough to bind them to- ISLAMABAD Aug 1) An industrial areas of Korangi

Indian state. a party leaders Deve Gowdas minority gov gramme (CMP). a consensus gether” anti tax sitrike by traders Landhi and Site had no reports
' ernment as it hops from one  document of the 13 parties The smaller but influential { closed shops in Lahore and 0ol absenteeism. "Labour and

said today, reports :

The pro-India National Con- Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP. ma-

crisis to another ahead of a that are in the grand alliance — Rawalpindi. but drew a mixed staff had no problem reaching

lerence, which said ller 1t | €rucial state election that although only six are directly jority people’'s party). which | response elsewhere on its sec the factories as the Lraffic is
would stay away from :;l 11: could seal its [ate. s AFP represented in the govern champions the cause of mil- | ond day today. a normal work- norinal,’ the Site spokesman
changed its mind following a The latest convulsion ta hit ment = ] lions of Hindu "untouchables” | ing day in [slamic Pakistan said.
two-day leadership meeting the ruling United Front is a ~ Deve Gowda also fages the  has also predicted an early exit | withesses said reports Reuter In the northwestern city of
b rl od threat by one of its major part-  risk of a parting of ways with of Deve Gowda Most shops and businesses Peshawar the main Saddar
iere that concluded _today, Def : 5

efence Minister Mulavam Bazaar was shul. but some

The love-hate relationship
within the United Front con
stituents has made the pgov
ermment fraglle and its fall ap-
pears imminent,” BSP Presi-

in Lahore the capital of Punjab
province. and Rawalpindi were
shut for a second day running,
but the strike was only par-
tially observed in Karachi and

sald the leader on condition of
ArOTIyTILULY .

State legislative elections
will be held on September 7,
16. 21 and 30 in Kashmir. In-

ners to pull out of the two-
mun‘th-nﬁ‘l coalition govern
ment i its regional interests
are harmed

The warning by the Telugu

>ingh Yadav's Socialist Party
over crucial legislative elec

tions in the ulous northern
state of Uttar Pradesh in Octo

shops and markets in other
areas were open. And in Islam-
abad it was business as usual
for banks. commercial estab-

dia s only Muslim-majorit Desamn Party (TDP) has been  ber dent Kanshi Ram warned Fri- | Peshawar lishments and most shops.
rovince, amid a boycott call taken seriously hy Deve The opposition is pre- day Only tea-shops. bakeries Wwitnesses said.
ﬁ,f Muslim séparatists. The last Gowda s Janata Dual (People's dictably hoping the United Ram's outburst has embar- ard restaurants stayed open in Small traders called the
such elections were held in | Farty). with the 63-year old  Front will crack up. - rassed Deve Gowda. who is | Rawalpindi. near the capital Is- strike to vent their anger at
March 1987 prine minister acting quickly The country is bound to 'I‘ZIHE to join hands with the | lamabad. but public transport the imposition of general sales
Kashmir, where a bloody to prevent further damage have general elections early HBSP and the Congress fl) Party | was runming normally, resi- tax in the 1996-97 (July-June)
Muslim srp.ara[[‘l. ca i But even before the issue next year if not earlier, said of former p'ffmifr PV d’f.‘m&'!iai t'ﬂ.ldgf’[ announced in -Jl_.lhf.
has claimed more lhif}n}gaﬁg could be aettled. the ruling al Jana Krishnamurthy of the Narasiba Rao 1o take on the Witnesses in Karachi said V A Jaffery. the prime min-
ives Sifice TBRE: has Shen llance has come under f[lak main opposition Bharatiya Hindu-nationalist BJP in the buses and taxis were plying. isters s ial adviser on fi-
: from Indias two communist Janata Party (BJP. Indian Peo upcoming Uttar Pradesh polls Many ‘hﬂ]}! were opefl and narnce as suggested that

overned directly

by New .
hi since January }9‘30 The

parties, including one m the United Front was | morning traffic was jamming  critics of sales tax are upset

ple s Party)

government. over its plans to “The parties which cgnsti- formed hastily after the April- the streets of the southern because it forces them to enter

The pro-India Natienal Can- sell r.theharr:n in public sector tule the United Front lack Sh_w general elections pro- city. Port activity was unaf- the documented economy.
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Off the Record

Another tale of Charles' romance

todd a Bri-
tish Sunday paper that she enjoyed a two-year romance with

JAKARTA. Aug 1] : Theu-

sands of EDVEni'mm sU w_ LONDON A Weish WINTIAIl NOwW In"!nE in Canada

ers took part in a rally Sgnday

where speakers called on Prince Charles before he met Princess Diana. reports AFP.
Frreldrnl Suharto and the Janet Jenkins. 51 the daughter of a doctor who emigrated
military to punish anyone to Canafla from Cardiff said she first met the Prinice of Wales

responsible for last month's
riol. reports AP

Organisers said the gather-
ing was a response to rallies
held outside the headquarters

in 1975 at a party in the British consulate in Montreal where
she worked as a press assistant

Prince Charles has tremendous magnetism. The first time
| met im. there was a connexion. a physical attraction. | was
absolutely besotted | thought he was the most charming man

of pro democracy leader il

Megawati Sukarnoputri before | had ever met.” Jenkins told The Mail Today

a raid by security forces July But after two years of secret meeting. the two were spot -
27 that sparked violent ted and photographed by reporters. while staying at the royal
protests family's country home in Balmoral

T 11t § L-
op military ures a The three days she had 5pém with the prince became the

Abdala Bucaram. the newly-elected president of Ecuador,

waves to the Ecuador Congress after his inauguratioh cere-

mony Saturday in Quito. Bucaram will serve a four-year
term. — AFP/UNB photo

Chandrika off to South Korea: s-

Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga lett Sunday for a
two-day official visit to South Korea. her spokesman said,
Reuter reports from Colombo,

Kumaratunga accompanied by a team ol businessmen
plans to hold talks with the heads ol major South Korean
conglomerates, he said. South Korea has 79 projects in 5ri
Lanka with invesunents totalling 104 million r!nl[]ars. making
it the third-biggest joreign investor, alter Japan and Heng
Kong.

Fowler new US ambassador to KSA:

Former Georgia senator Wyche Fowler was officially named
Saturdav as the US ambassador to Saudi Arabia because of the
Senate's delay in acting on his nomination. the White House
said, AFP reports from Jackson Hole.

Fowler's name was submitted as a recess appointment to
the US Senate on June 10 for confirmation out since it failed
te act. the White House proceeded with his appointment it
spid in a statgmment an fthis Wyoming town where President
kil?‘f]ﬁhﬂina ;*.lﬁ\r rteaﬁehf#ﬂ_hﬁprgtese &ppﬂimee ts one named
while Congress is in recess.

Volcano erupts in Philippines:

The Philippine volcanco that killed three people erupted
without warning like "an atomic bomb." raining down large
rocks and burning ash on a group of mountain climbers,
survivors said yesterday. Reuter reports from Bacolod.

Two Filipinos and a loreigner were killed on Saturday
when Mount Canlaon erupted for the first time to three years.
Two groups of climbers. including 10 Belgians and two
Britons, were on the 2 435 metre (7.305 foot] summit

overlooking its crater.

Thai PM calls special meeting:.;

Thai Prime Minister Banharn Sliparcha called a spe
meeting yesterday ol the seven parties in his fractious
government coalition to discuss allegations ol cormaption. AFFP
reports from Banghkok.

The allegations came not just from the opposition. but
from a member of his cealition. Justice Minister Chalerm
Yoobamrung, whose Muan Chon party is the smallest partner
in the government. Chalerm last week alleged irregularities in
the government's granting of three new banking licenses,
saying each of the three was obtained thanks to 750 million
baht {30 million dollars) in kickbacks.

tended the hour-long rally
Sunday morning outside a sta-
dium near the Jakarta Police
Command. The crowd was
lilled with the yellow shirts of
Sitharto's ruling Golkar Party
and uniforms of about 50 other
groups. most linked to Golkar.

Organisers said 50,000
reeple attended. but the num-
wr appeared to be closer te
half that figure.

3 Arabs taken to
hospital after
being tortured

in PLO jail

JERUSALEM, Aug 11:
Three Arabs were taken to
hospital in the West Bank on
Saturday after being tortured
in a PLO jail, Palestinian hu-
man rights lawyer Hosni
Kalbouni said. reports Reuter.

_In Gaza a Hamas leader
called for the resumption of
dialogue between the militant
Islamic group and the Pales-
tinian authority. Hours later, in
-an apparently unrelated dewvel-
opment., 13 Hamas prisoners
were released from a PLO jail.

Kalbouni said the three
Arabs were taken to the same
hospital where another de-
tainee was admitted two days
ago. All four were resident of
the West Bank town of
Tulkarm.

TWA flight blast
Two more bodies

A.fghamiutan.
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Visiing US Senator Hank Brown meets with Pakistani Prime Minister
Islamabad on Saturday. They discussed India-Pakistan Kashmir dispute dnd the conflict in

Benazir Bhutto in
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— AFP/UNB photo .

Tamil refugees may get relief

Lankan navy destroy

2 LTTE

COLOMBO, Aug 1|

boats

| : Naval Sunday for the final push into
gunboats dcslrn?r two Tamil' the rebel strongheld . of
rebel boats,' killing between Kilinochchi which has been
four te six guerillas in a skir- under siege for 16 days, offi-,
mish in mortheastern Sri cials said

Lanka, military officials said
Sunday, reports AP.

One sailor was injured in
the attack when nawval gunboats
on patrol confronted nine
rebel boats off the Mullaittivu
coast on Saturday. officials
said. The other” seven rebel .
boats escaped. ‘

In a separate incident Sat-
urday in eastern Ampara dis-
trict, one Sinhalese civilian
was Kkilled and two more in-
ured when rebels threw a

and grenade at a home after
attempti to attack a lice
post in the region, officials

In northern Sri Lanka, the
military continued to consoli-
date positions and mass troops

Over the past five days. both
sides have brought in npew

troops. to replace the dead and,

wounded and stockpiled .am-
munition, said the officials:
speaking on condition. of
anony iy,

Reuter adds: About 200,000
Tamil refugees. desperate for
food after mere than two
weeks without fresh supphes
as Sri Lankan troops push into
reﬂ:lf*heli{ ].egﬁtur}r. may get
relief on Monday, milit olii-
cials said. . sk

‘H everything is all right
we'll be sending- the food con-
Veys ‘tomorrow.” an army offi-
cial in the frontline town of
Vavuniya, 215 ki (135 _miles)
north of the capital said today
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Hawala scandal
Indian passport
of Amir Bhai
cancelled

NEW DELHI. Augunst |]1:
The, Indian government has
. incelled the Indian passport
ol Amir Bhal. a key-suspect in
Lthe 18 million-US dollar
Hawala brfbery scandal to se-
cure his return to India, the
wunday Hmes reported today,
says Xinhua. )

The Indian government
move cawme after a Hong Kong
eourt had earlier rejected an
Indian request for extradition
of the suspect and was de-
signed to pursue the suspect's
deportation by the Hong Kong

autharities.
Bhai was released by the

Hong Kong Cowrt on Thursday
when the court rejected the
extradition plea because of
lack of compelling evidence
provided by the Indian authori-

ties. :
Hawala is an illegal foreign

exchange trade network by-
“passing India s official foreign

exchance regime.

subject of intensive press speculation though her own name
was never cited, The Mail Today said.

@ueen Elizabeth II. who was furious — telephoned to
Charles and ordered him to return to London.

A few months later. the prince put an end to the relation-
ship. 'Charles came under extreme pressure to marry. He
smuggled me to Buckdngham Palace to tell me that our rela-
tioniship had to change. It was his duty.” Jenkings was quoted

as saying.

Jenkins said she had remained on friendly terms with
Charles and was even invited to his 40th birthday, in his
wile s presence.

| kissed and huged Charles when arrived and she obviously
didn't like that, Jenkings said alluding to the princess.

Fergie wins ban on 'Frank
and Shocking' book

LONDON: The Duchess ol York won a temporary ban on a
“frank angd shocking” book about her relationship with her
former financial adviser. a newspaper reported Saturday, re-
ports AP.

The author Dr Allan Starkie, was a business of
John Bryan., who is more famous for sucking the duchess's
toes during a Riviera vacation than for his financial advice. |

The duchess. familiarly known as Fergie, is reported to be
nullions of pound (dollars) in debt, and Bryan was declared
bankrupt on Tuesday in a dispute over money from magazine
sales of wedding photographs of the duchess's sister.

Starkie. however, appears likely to prosper from sales of
his book. 'Fergie: Her Secret Life." if it ever hits the book-
stores. .

Publisher Michael O'Mara did not announce a money figure
for the deal, but described the book as "an explosive account
of every element of the relationship between the duchess and
John Bryan.”

Al a brief court hearing in London on Friday, lawyers for
the duchess won a temporary injunction preventing Starkie
and the publishers from communicating any information ac-
quired during Starkil:'& association with t ¢ duchess, The
Da‘[}% Telegraph reporté.

e injunction bars Starkie from disclosing any personal,
financial or other confidential information about the duchess
or other royal family members which might have been gained
through Bryan, the newspaper says. |

Israeli obstacles to making peace

Arafat, Mubarak discuss

23,000 Rwandan refuglees return:

More than 23,000 Rwandan refugees have returned home
this month. the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR]) said in Rwanda on Saturday, AFP reports E‘nm
Musange, Rwanda. ,

In the first seven days of August. only 8,400 refugees had
returned home, but then 8600 made the trek on Thursday
alone. On Friday. the figure was 6,148 despite Rwanda's
closure of the border between lhe two countries the UN
refugees agency said.

Floods kill 41 in Mongolia: rooding

across Mongolia has killed 41 people and 1.800 cattle since
June, Xinhua reported yesterday, AFP reports from Beijing.

The latest death (oll came from the capital. Ulan Bator,
where torrential rains caused the Tuul and Selbe rivers to
breach their banks overflow on Thursday evening. Six people
were killed. according to local press reports. The remaining
35 deaths were caused in 12 floods in other regions of the
nation.

Gunmen kill 5 in South Africa:

Gunmen atlacked a tavern in the Sebokeng township south of
Johannesburg Saturday. kll]ln{g five men and seriously
wounding three other people police said, AFP .reports from
Johannesburg,

The three men armed with handguns opened fire on
lunchtime patrons al the Kwagas Beer Hall belore fleeing the
scene, police spokesman Govindsamy Mariemuthoo told the
Sapa news agency. :

11 more executed in China: seven

convicted murderers and robbers have been executed in
Beijing, the capital’'s evening newspaper reported, AFP says
from Beijing. |
The 11. comprising six peasants, five unemployed and one
hotel employee were executed Saturday, under the “strike
» hard” campaign against rising crime levels, the Beijing
Evening News said. More than 1,400 people have been
executed in China since the launch of the campaign %t the
end of April.

Quake shakes Japanese island:

An earthquake estimated at 6.0 on the Richter scale struck
Japan's main island of Honshu yesterday, Hong Kong's Royal
Observatory said, Reuter reports from Hong Kong. ‘

The observatory said the earthquake was recorded at 2.18
am (1818 GMT) and the epicentre was initially determined to
be over eastern Honshu about 370 km (about 230 miles)
north-northeast of Tokyo at 38.9 degrees north 140.6

degrees east. It gave no further details.

Taiwanese jet crashes: s rawanese ai

Force F-104 jet fighter crashed into the sea off the island

yesterday but the pilot was safe, an air force spokesman said,
Reuter reports from Taipei.

The fi
develope
said. '
the crash.,” the spokesman added.

AL,

hter was on a training flight when it apparently.
mechanical trouble and crashed, the spokesman
e pllot is safe and we are investigating the cause.of

recovered

HAMPTON BAYS. New York,
Aug 11 : Sal_}r%?ers brought the
second of A Flight 800's
four engines to shore Saturday
and said they have recovered
the remains of two more vic-
tims, bringing the total to 198
of the 230 who perished, re-
ports AP.

The latest remains were re-
trieved late Friday and Satur-
day, only days after National
Transportation Safety Board
Vice Chairman Robert Francis
said the chances of finding

- more bodies was "increasingly
r

unlikely.”
The second engine — found
a day after the first — was

brought by barge to Shin-
negock Inlet on Saturday. A
mangled piece of cowling with
a pylon — a strut that holds the
engine on the wing — was
among Lthe identifiable parts
unloaded. -

The first engine dredged up
from the ocean floor was taken
late Friday to a nearby hangar
where the plane._is being re-
assembled.

A third EHglne has been lo-*%

cated underwater.

' Floods kill over

250 in China

BEIJING, Aug 11: More
than 250 people were killed
and hundreds of thousands
displaced in twq days of disas-
trous flooding in southern
China, it was reported Sunday,
says AP. i

Torrential rains and ragin
rivers have left about 100,00
homeless in Fujian province,
according to an official report.

At least 233 people were
killed ‘and 284 missing in Fu-
jian, the official Xinhua News
Agency reported Sunday. Fu-
{lan is about 1,500 kilometres

950 miles) south of Beijing.

The report added that some
70.000 homes were destroyed.
Economic damage was esti-
mated at about 200 million
dollars.
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US Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole (R) and his newly-selected running mate Jack

Kemp (L) shake hands with the growd after a rally in downtown Russell, Kansas, Saturday.

Dple introduced Kemp as his running mate at the rally in Dole's hometown.

— AFP/UNB photo

ays to face

CAIRO. Aug 11: Yasser
Arafat and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak discussed ways
Saturday to face new Israeli
obstacles to making peace with
Palestinians, reports AP.

Both leaders are upset by
lsrael's decision to expand
Jewish settlements in the
West Bank and to refuse to re-
open peace talks until Pales-
tinian offices in Jerusalem are
shut, said Egyptian Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa.

Moussa described the plan
to expand settlements as "a
grave danger to the peace pro-
cess.”

Asked how the leaders
would deal with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
demand Friday that Palestini-
ans close offices in Jerusalem,
Moussa replied, "Not in a posi-
tive way.”

Neither Arafat nor Mubarak
made statemenis after the
meeting.

Moussa said the two leaders
agreed to continule meetings
between themselves and with

other Arab leaders to restart
the Israeli-Palestinian talks as
soomn as possible.

In the past week. Muh.arak
has met with Syrian President
Halez Assad and Saudi Aralnas
King Fahd 1o plan an Arab
strategy to counter Ne-
tanyahu's hard-line policies.
Arafat also met Wednesday
with King Hussein of Jordan.

Before the PLO leader
opened a session Saturday
night with the central commit-
lee ol his Fatah movement,
member Intisar al-Wagir said
she hoped the outside world
would help make Israel live up
to past agreements,

"We will demand increasin
the political pressure from al
Arab and international parties
to force Israel to implement all.,

ithe a rreciients.” said al-Wasdr
Palestinian sources, who

spoke on condilion of
anonymity, said several com-
mitliee members were disap-
pointed that Arab countries
were not backing the Pales-
tintans more strongly.

. summons to testi 1
“cused in a case of cheating an

Rao's scandal case c_aﬁ help decide his political future

NEW DELHI, Aug 11: India's
supreme Court takes up a case
this week that could help de-
cide former prime minister P
V Narasimha Rao's political fu-
ture and rock the nation's new
coalition government, reports
Reuter., . :

The court is set to begin a
hearing on Monday on Rao's
appeal against a lower court
AS a Cco-ac-

expatriate Indian businessman
of 100.000 dollars.

Last month Rao, 75. lost an
appeal in the Delhi High Court,
which rejected his plea saying
the lower court had enough ev-
idence to suspect his complic-
ity in the cdse.

An s say the Supreme
Court's decisiegp could have a

decisive impact on Rao's falter-
ing efforts to retain leadership
of the squabbling Congress

he party, which has ruled
India for all but four years
since independence from Bri
tain in 1947, suffered its worst
ever defeat in April-May gen-
eral elections.

But Congress is still the
second largest party in par
liament, and its support is
crucial to Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda's Centre-Left, 13
party coalition governmment.

A Supreme Court rulin
ordering Rao to testify couk
il:]bﬂlden his Congress rivals

d cast a shadow over Deve
Gowda's future, analysts said.

"As the [Congress]) party's
aupjort is critical to the sur -
vival of the United Front gov

ernment, any upheavals in the
Congress — like Rao stepping
down on his own or under
pressure from dissidents
could upset the delicate equa-
tion at the centre” India To
clay magazine said

Officially Congress says the
leadership i1ssue, is not open.
But many parly members who
are licking their wounds after
the humiliating electoral de
feat privately say they are con
vinced it will fare better with
out the wily Rao as its leader

Many f.f'mu_iirees members
oppose Rao s decision (o sup-
port the gevernment from out-
side and want to be part of
Deve Gowda's ministry But a
strengthened Congress unhin
dered by Rao s multiplying le-
gal woes could eventually pose
a challenge to Deve Gowda, an

alysts say.

The case involves an expa-
triate Indian who says he paid
100.000 dollars in 1983 to a
controversial Hindu holy man
who knows Rao. in a failed at-
teinpt to win a state contraci

Rao has been embroiled i
the case because the busi
nessman, Lakhubhai Pathak,
says Rao. then foreign minis-
ter. assured him at a meeting
in New York that his "work
would be done " Rao has de
nied he was in New York on
the dates mentioned by
Pathak.

But the charge against Rao
of conspiring to cheat Pathak,
71, has tarnished the image of
the man who led India through
half a decade of econionuc re
forms

The Central Bureawu ol In

vestigation. India's federal po-
hice which Rao  onece con
trolled. says it backs the sum
0N s

The embattled lformer
prime. mihmster s five-yvear
tenure was dogged by scandals
including a bribes-for-tavours
scandal that erupted in Jan
uary and torced seven mimis-
lers to resign frony Raos gov
ernmnient

The Delln High Court s
heariyig a case 1 which law
makers trom a regional party
allege they  were paid [O0.000
dollars to voie against a 1993
no-conthidenc e aetion which
[ao s governinent survived by a
waler-thin anagin

ity the past Rac w=athered a
SUpAr scarndal a row over tele
phote privatisatia and landia's
inu;m. financial scandal



