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Living with the Enemy

recently phlished
annual UN report cun-
centrated on some
frightening images while
dealing comprehensively with
Lthe state ol world population.
Narrowing its angle to condi-
tions of life in urban areas, it
offered a f[ew snapshots of
some of the dirtier cities with
their deadlier consequences.
In Philippines, it observed,
tons ol garbage spewed out by
the Filipino cities is taking its
toll onn children's lives. Re-
cently. one year old Irison So-
lis died of pneumonia and four-
year old Lovelyn Najera died of
meningitis. The children they
ayed with survived but with
ig stomachs, dry hair and
symptoms of malnutrition.
ese however are the only
two of the more than thirty-
five filth-borne diseases.iden-
tified by a public health profes-
sor at the University of Philip-
pines.

It is not only the problem
with the filth or garbage. A
more lethal enemy is playing
havoc with the life of the urban
f)opulaﬁnn, It is air pollution.
n the larger mega cities, par-
ticulate concentrations are di-
rect hazards to health. Mexico
City and Sao Paulo, for exam-
ple, are afflicted with exces-
sive levels of carbon monoxide,
ozone and particulates that
lead to increase in respiratory

by Chandra Shekhar Das

different parts of the city. The
test or survey was aimed at de
ciphering the praportional
presence of elements respon-
sible for air pollution, namely
suspended particulates, sul-
phur dioxides and nitrogen
oxide. Some of the more pollu-
tion prone areas due to heavy
automobile traffic throughout
the day. like Gulistan. Moti
jReel. Paltan., Asadgate and
Farmgate were targeted.
Asadgatie and Farmgate, the
two more traffic-tormented
areas, recorded suspended
articulates per cubic meter
our or five times higher than

clusion ol an exasperated and

hopeless ind but the realistic -
dpd sensible approach is to ar- *

rest the rise in the level of air
pollution. For this the overall
maintenance of the vehicles
and the observance of all the
traffic-rules have to the en-
sured.

The two most concerned
governmen{ agencies — Police
and, BRTA — do not seem to
be fully alive to their roles in
safeguarding the public health.
Lack of coordination and sin-
cerity is eating into the func-
tional ability of both. BRTA of-
ficials have the habit of only

the standard. Similarly, sul- “admitting their responsibility
phur dioxide was found to be in keeping watch on the con-
ditions of vehicles plying on

resent in proportion three to
E\re times higher than the
standarg per cubic meter. The
data derived from the survey in
the commercial areas did not
deviate much in statistics.

The picture, was infinitely
wholesome during the days of
non-cooperation because no
automobiles plied on the
streets and Dhaka's air was ap-

arently immune to the possi-

ility of pollution by emissions.
Unfortunately, that was an ab-
normal and unwelcome situa-
tion and political crisis gone.
Dhaka returmed to its old sta-
tus of being the pilgrimage of
pollution.

the streets. They will, how-
éver, stop short of the'area of
performance or the question of
shouldering the responsibili-
ties effectively because they, as
they put it, are 'hamstrung' by
the absence of necessary
equipment apd manpower.
Want of desirable assistance
from the members of the law
enforcing agency also takes
away the cutting edge from
their efficiency, some BTTA
officials were heard of saying.
On the flip side, allegations
of corruption within the BRTA,
as the enhancing factor in air”
pollution, are also galore. Al-
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and so aptly phrased as the |
other name of life in the
schoolbooks, was traced as a
iabolical enemy at thnes,
aicly long time ago. Polluted
water is an emissary of death
as a great many diseases, we
know, are water-borne. But the
apparently Innocuous and
sweet running water that we
consume is becoming increas-
ingly hazardous for health. -
Arsenic, a chemical element
whose presence nd a par-
ticular quantity in the usable
water is deemed hazardous for -
health, is reportedly higher at
an a]arnulﬁhucalu: in the water
A recent study of the un-
derground deposit of water at
Narayanganj., and some border-
ing areas has revealed mind
cases of arsenic con-
tamination. A particular place
at- Narayanganj registered
arsenic contamination of 1.01
mg per litre which is 20 times
the 0.05 limit
stipulated by the World Health
Organisation (WHO). Although
some€ bureaucratic activities
were noticed “this
alarmin
cause for this huge arsenic
contamination in the under-
ground deposit of water re-
mained unravelled. It is gener-
ally believed that the chemical
poisoning caused : to the
ground by the industrial wastes*
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and cardio-vascular diseases.
In Mexico City. lead poisoning
caused by emissions cars

and trucks is thought to be the
cause of 1,40,000 children res

quirior:_g remedial education
and ension of 46,000
adults of whom 330 die annu-

ally fromh heart attacks. In
Cairo, lead concentration in
the air is five to six times

€ than global norms and
the blood of children has lead
contéent levels three to five
times higher than children in

rural Egypt. _
People in the rural areas

may be less prone to diseases

due to environmental ution
but the images from
some of the densely ated
cities are ominous. thing
is clear : the planet earth,/
home for the greatest of cre-
ations is increasingly
unfit for lving. w much is

Dhaka's contribution to this

process of pollution? Want of

E::'mntﬂ: vigilance probably
us a look into the heart
of darkness of the city we live
in. but environmental situation

of Dhaka, an aspiring mega °
city. is as bad as any other.

Emissions frem cars and
trucks is one of the major
curse of civilisation city
dwellers are plagued with in
Dhaka. Earlier this vear, a sur-
vey inclu monitori and
analysis to a limited

%

scale was conducted bye
Environment I_Jirectnrnu at

~ tan and Paltan have been por-
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The survey of the Environ-
ment Directorate tracked the

. dangerous level of pollution in
Dhaka's air to two reasons : the .

emissions from the automo-
biles and the brick kilns along
with dust. While the emissions
from the automobiles are con-
tributing to the rise of hur
dioxidé in the air, the kilns
here and there and clouds of
dust are working as the prolif-
agents of the sus-

eratin
pmdeg particulates. Compared
to Mirpur and F te, Gulis-

trayed as thée more badly af-
fected areas and the cause was

atiributed to the pas- *
e Sy L
lution by staying off from these

?mﬁ.ity could be an exercise in
ut , observes the report.
Residential areas, raising vi-
sions of relative safety for the
lesser or little passage of au-
tomobile traffic th them

are not what they seem to be.

‘Pollution has expanded its

— Star photo _Emitﬁnitnpnue

most all the car owners ap-
proached alleged that rampant
corruption in the government
agency has made the task of
procuring the fitness centifi:
cate for a vehicle as easy as a
mere child's play. Similar alle-
gations are tl}:ere against police
too. While pelice in its turn of
buck passing sometimes ac-
cuses the poor quality of the
fuel as the main source of mis-
chief, the pervasive effect of
« pollution continues to rise as
the vehicles go on lording over
the streets emitting nauseous
and noxious smoke to stuff our

~ noses and destrey our lungs.

Some i’uur years ago, an-

revealed that the

» aAutomobile wvehicles are re-

sponsible for spreading the
following air polluting ele-
ments a day: 73 tons of carbon
monoxide, 17 tons of hydro
carbon, 19 tons of nitrogen
oxide, 2 tons of sulphur diox-
ide, 4.2 tons of suspended
articulates and 128 kg of

ad. Imagination need not be
dmnﬁﬂrmlu g‘:uiwﬂ:r stretched to speculate how
background concentration 'BUch more thﬁ “hm‘l'_F state has
which is polluting the air S/9Wn Over lhese four years
slowly but surely simply becatise of the huge in-

No matter how quickly and
continually the automobiles are
contributing to the whole pro-
cess of air pollution. it is Im-

to reverse the trend.
A ban on automobiles or, in
other words, a return to those
traffic-free days of pelitical
turbulence could be the con-
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crease in the number of vehi-
cles, the subsequent rise in
the scale of emissions and
most importantly, charigeless-
ness in the general atmo-
sphere of ineffectiveness in
Lthe management.

Water., the second mosl
important condition for lifes
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revelation, the real |

EDUCATION AND EXAMINATIONS

Where the Shoe Pinches

by Abdul hﬁf@

OW that “the Prime
Minister herself called
the Education Board
officials and asked them teo
find out a 'modus-operandi’ to
solve the problemi of the SS¢

Examinees who had been
declared as unsuccessful due
lo faults in 'set code,' we hope
that the matter will be set
aside in a justified manner. We
do not t another hue and
¢cry should erupt on the delved
out 'modus operandi' again.
Whatever step is taken should
be well thought of and
preferably on consensus not
_on arbitration. :

. Though the Prime Minis-
ter's action is highly laudable
yet the question of maintaining
chain ol command surfaces
conspicuously. Taking the ini-
tialive herself she has has-
lened the salvation alright but
te our utter dismay we: ob-
served that the Education Min-
ister remained altogether in-
active. The situation demanded
his prompt intervention ear-
lier when the officials were
beating about the bush and
augmenti the aﬁuny of the
afflicted. That would be timely.
casy and within the chain_of
command. With all sobriety we
also feel that if the Prime Min-
ister instead of calling the
Board authorities would in-
struct her Education Minister
to look into the matter that
would have also been maintain-
ing the chain of command .

Our main aim here is not to
explain what is chain of com-

- ;
@ | mand but to mention that it is

net only the highest authorit
concerned to take notice o
the I:ﬂ)hll:ms of the people.
Problems need to be d;:::ected
and remedied pramptly at the
appropriate tiers possi-
bly with minimum efforts to
save time for the higher au-
thorities to take care the big-
ger problems of the country.
and to relieve the agony of the
people immediately.

However, it may not be
inordinate here to specify

bl 5.1 | ol education examinations
—Star photo }{‘Uﬂtﬂhutiﬂg a great deal on
and the massive use of fer- | D€ fallure, dissatisfaction and

tiliser have led to the
‘arsenicisation’' of underground
waier.‘

ter in the case of surface wa-
ter. Almost all the rivers have
been feund to be running with
water cont ated by various
toxic ‘matters. H’uhzlﬁnga. the
river on which D stands,
is evidentially the greatest
source of contamination. A test }
of Buriganga's water at Haz-
aribagh, a locality notorious for
the mntnﬁnaung tanneries, 1
revealed that only two mg of
dissolved oxygen is there per !
litre when the desirable pro-
portion should have been four

per litre. About 2,500 tons
of liquid waste is being re-
leased in Buriganga from each
of the tanneries.

As elsewhere, City Corpo-
ration is in charge of clearing
the waste of this frighteningly |
polluted industrial area. But
the job is done most mind-
lessly and the fact that chemi-
cal waste is something very
different from the other
routine form of wastes is yet to
dawn on the Corpora-
tionwallahs. The reason for
this dangerously uniform
treatment of wasteg is the
absence of any systemm or
instruction to treat chemical
wastes differently. Reason
again — the tanneries had ar-
rived before the Corporation
came into being'
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ruination of our children.

Failures than suc-
cesses: A keen look at the ‘re-
sults of this year's SSC Exami-
nation reveals that the per-
centage ‘'of failure is greater
than of success. And the
percentage has reached an
alarming extent of 58 per cent.
This is abru!!::tly very high
compared to the previous few

years. We are no way obliged to
concede that this huge pum-

ber ol our children are unwor-
thy of attaining minimum
standard of education to pass
thre SSC Examiination. Neither
we are bound to accept that all
of them have genuinely failed.
There is a line in betweernr to
read. "
Edycation system ques-
tionable: If we concede that
these 58 per cent students
cauld not attain the minimum '
stahdard in ten years. we can-
not but be extremely con-
cerned about the very exis-
tence 8f the nation. The entire
.education system ‘becomes
uestionable. From “Class-| to

‘lass X. they had: been in
schoels. Bona teachers ap-
pointed by the bonafide

authorjties’ taught them as per
Erl!ﬂ:rtbcd ‘curriculum. They

ad been tasted year after year
and promoted to next higher
classes alter being confirmed
(hat they attained the requisite
standard of education. And
lastly when they had been sent
up lor S8C Examination. they

L Kntertainment Guide

Mavsi Naat 820 Cartoon B30 11.00 Napulgeeti 1115 Folk Bengah Movie Club Fim Show
1:00 Closed

Songs Padabal Wirtan 1220 Ek
Sip: Onek Gasn 100 Janan: 2 30

had been crucially tested to -
have attained the minimum
standard to sit for the exami-
nation. If we allow 10 peér cent
margin then 90 per cent
should have come out success:
ful. But with 58 E:r cent fail-
ures, il seems to be justified to
question the eligibility and
ability of the appginting au-
thority. teachers and examin-
ers and also their 'locus-standi'

' to comtinue in their positions. .

All of them are public servants
paid from public exchequer. It
does not appear both legally
and morally right for the cus-
todians of the public treasury
to allow such a huge amount of
public money to be squandered
in such lpa;fments only to pro-
duce failures. They are legally
and morally pledgé bound to
protect the interest of the
peuﬂle-and the country and as
such it seems to be high time
to set the socks right. .
Faulty and unrealistic ex-
amination procedure: If posi-
tive and careful altention is
paid only on the following few

ints, it may be realised how

faulty and unrealistic the
examination procedure is lor.
our tender children, One
canpot but feel that the entire
process 1is designed to
promote education for only
well to do people and leave the
helpless poor to be exploited
by them. -

“swers. It is the men

face in the process and the
‘Temain always neglected in all
respects. - . '

- Evaluation of answer
scripts: - Multiple choice an-
swer sheets are evalnated by
computers . It is an advanced
technolo But ‘computers
have no ability to set t an-
ehind
who feed the computers with
right answers, most Yrubably-
the teachers. whose eligibility
and ability ase put to question.
If result wrong answers are set
as right then right ones beg
come€ wrong. Even in thi
year's set answers, there ap-
Paar to be many mistakes in
almost all the subjects. Conse-
quently, the students who
mark right answers get . less
marks and those striking set
wrong answers(of course |
don’t know how] score more.
Ol course those who have pre-

h.atl inlorivations of the set

-wrong answers do the best,

v Then there is the monster |

the 'set code' which swallows -
the entire examination of a
student if wrongly marked or
not marked. What we feel nec-
essary to minimise these prob-
lems is to make public the
. earmarked answers immedi-
vately atter the examination and
before setting in the comput-
ers for corrections by the peo-
ple within a short stipulated
period of time with valid doc-
—— e ———————————————

SSC Examination is a very important and
significant factor in one'’s life. But ironically the
* students become helpless after submitting their
papers to the Board. They are ¢ompelled to depend
on their luck not on their ability... Unjustified
results and failures ruin the future of many

* brilliant students on the very first step of life

Bifurcated examination on
each subject: The students are
required to sit for multiple
choice and easy type-of exam-
inatdns on each subject. Mul-
liple choice questions have o
limits and no defined pattern;
50/35/25 questions are set
from the entire syllabus and
also from outside the text
books for each subject, anyway
at the discretion of the setters-
it becomes a torture on the
children to find ot the right
answers from the question pa-
pers, then find out the tiny
round dots on the answer
sheets and mark those with.
ball pen so accurately that no
ink goees outside the dots.
Time allowed is only sixty sec-
onds for one question. It is
only possible by those who
have suflicient facilities and
scope for praectice. In the vil-
lages and even in ‘the rémote
district towns poor students
have no such facilities to prac-
tice even once in their school
life . So they do poorly in the
examination.

As for ess#y type of exami-

nakions. contents ol the pre-
scribed text books fall too
short even to obtain pass

marks. For a better position tr
division how much a student
needs to go beyond his text
books is also unlimited. Those
lucky ones who can afford ex-
pensive private coaching and
access to lot of reference
books pass and achieve good
positions and divisions. The
rest remaining limited to
school studies and text books
either fail or do poer results.
And there mainly the poor
and under-privileged sindents
of the villages. Doors ot higher
studies are slammed on their
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uments and arguments,

As for the essay type of an-
SWer scripts, it appears to be a
total mess. Again Lthe examin-
ers are the same teacher. who
fail to teach and judge their
studerntls in ten years. It is re-
ported that good and experi-
enced teachers find private
coaching more lucrative than
the strenuous job of examining
the answers scripts. So, appar-
ently. the examiners are
deemed to be of belaw stan-
dards and qualities. Moreover
it is no denying the fact that
“the examiners often do not see
the papers for themselves.
They get it dorie by their sons,
daughters. relatives and even
the students who are not at all

eligible to do so. The result is -

ostensible. The papers are not
evaluated properly and justifi-
abhly. And we cannot but term it
as irrational., This ts simply
playing with lives of the stu-
dents. ° | ’

Unjustified re-examination
Procedure: There is a’ proce-
dure for getting the answer
scripts re-examined after pay-
ing a fee. Those students who
unexpectedly fail or get r
marks assumably due to faulty
evaluation, go for re-examina-
tion ol their answer scripts
paying the required fees. But
irony of fate is that the marks
neither increase nor decrease.
It remains eonstant. The stw-
dents are denied of their legal
benefils for reasons best
known to the Board authori-
ties. But speculation spells
that it is sp done only to shel-
ter 4he defaulting examiners
lrom their due punishments
and also to establish that the
Board is always infallible.

Mostl objectionable is the
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procedure of re-examination.

.The examinee is never called
tor se his answer scripts
or &mﬁdﬂd with a photocopy
or to be represented in the re-
examination by a representa-
tive. Complete operation is
carried out mysterioisly in the
dark. Doubts persist that re-
examination is never {im__tz and
only the original marks are re-
declared. But an dggrieved
student seeking re-examina-
lion {ustiﬂah!y deserves all
leasible facilities to satisfy his
query. He has every right to
receive full benefits if his
claim is established legally.
Denial- of one's due and legal
rights to protect a defaulter or
false dignity of the Board
seems to be uiter violation of
human rights and appears to
be a savage and dlagnllc tor-

- tures on our own children.

Instsuctions to Examiners:
issues some in-
structions to the Exarmdiners on
which they act while evaluating

_answer scripts. Unfortunately

‘those instructions are not
known to the general teachers
and the students. It is another
mystery which needs to be

:open and wide. All teachers

and students ~even the

guardians have a Tight to know
these instructions at least be-

fore one year of the éxaming-

tion to prepare the students-
accordingly. e

The merit list: Last but not

the least is the doubtful merit
list. It is observed that always
the top twenty positions are

mostly occupied by the .stu-

dents of some. particular

schools of Dhaka city and of
course the prestigious cadet
colleges. Almost never any stu-
dent from the' villages or even
district towns outside Dhaka
city is placed in the top list. It
does not seem to be altogether
agreeable and beyvond doubt.

Most absurd it appears when
the students of one institution’
serially secure the Lopr-posi-
tions.This is another mystery
which shrouds the entire pro-
cess of examination. evalualion
and declaration of results.
Amazingly no provision exjsts
for other aspiring students to
challenge and get their answer
scripts compared by a neutral
bocly.

Who is the best is the most
difficult task to judge in such a
vulnerable and clumsy exami-
nation process. Judging the
'in
camera without providing fa-
cilities for open and fair trail
to all contending students,
emits smokes of doubts and
mystery, It seems wise to abol-
ish this convention in the
greater interest of the educa-
tion sector as this vague pro-
vision.ddes het bt il fhe adl
vanced cduntiries. . -

55C Examination is a very
important and significant fac-
tor in one's lite. But ironically
the students become helpless
after submitting their papers
to the Board. They are com-
pelled to depend on their luck
not on their ability. Their lives
become an object of child's
play in various ways with no
remedy. Unjustilied results
wid failures ruin the future of
mafiy brilliant students on the
very lirst step ol Lile, It is,
therelore. tesired in the
greater interest ol the nation
that the authorities concerned
ponder on these and other
points to formulate a clean and
unambiguous system of educa-
tion and examinations. leaving
no loose ends to corrupt, de-
ceive or create any mystery.
Everything needs to be iair and
clear. equal for all.
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Geography! Chemusiry §-58 e
Coliege Owu 6:25 Awu Cowses
700 Taanum ([Drama Senal) 745
Enghsh News 800 Pothuck §
(Senal) 900 Brerk for Meadin
News 18:00 Khabamama 11:15
Classics Drama Senal  Janglee
1220 Speciat TBA 100 Khas
Khas Khabiasni Close down

SONY ET

B:30am Yaadon K Bama 989
The Tiwee Stooges 9:30 Denms
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Ek Dmer Sultan 3-00 Gaan Naye
Dapan 330 ksha 505 Nepah

Programme 5:30 News 535 Desh -

Bidesher Khela 6:00 Pali Katha
6:3§ Batayan 6:55 A 730
Bangla Sambed 7:55 Diwnden
8:00 Dk Darshan B:45 Saptahiln

00:30am R D Bwman Specil
9130 Tarane 02:30 Ghungaroo
03:30 Jeeven Ke Rang 04:30 Lata
Mangeshkar Specigd 0530 R D
Burman Special  06:30 Tapne
8730 Ghungacoo 08:30 J. ven

Prem 1200 Jawab De 12:30

Daane Anar Ke 1:00 Main Nashe
Mewnn Moon - 2:00 Dance Dance
3:00 Shatran) 3:00 Fat o« Fut 4:00
Brigadier Balwant Bhawan 4:30

Ihe Music Show 5:00 Faup 5:30
Dev Anand Special §:30 Shamm

10:00 Folterne Chalo Cinema
10:30 Stand by 10:40 Silsda
11:00 Song Yatra -11:30 Ortem
Hit Thi Hit Hae 12:00 Intezaar

ZEE CINEMA

. Kaun Karse

(Rejesh K Nanda) 315  Shoot
Shoot 3:34 Prem Bandhan (Rajesh
K Rekha) 6:30™ Syvasim (Marathi)
9:15 Songs 10:08 Raput ‘Ryesh
K Vinod khanma, Hemal 12:45
(Mithun. Rapeetal
3:30 Anbann 4:00 Armaan !Taj

900 Janaw 9:30 Prachesr 1000

TOM and JERRY
WOLLD YOU TAKE

Ke Rang 0930 Lata Mangeshkar

TUEN T'LL UAVE
10 GO AFTER
SCARAMANGA . . . |
WHAT MADE YO
THIME WME WAS

Kapoor Special 7:30 Mep Marn

P
o~

5:30

[N

Tarana 7:00 TBA 9:00

Babbar. Ranpeeta)




