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Nannu's
defensive
stroke

Sports Reporter

Cricketer Minhazul Abedin

Nannu. the national all-roun
der. dropped by
from the cam

the ACC and 1

the BCCB

preparing for
C tournaments,
defended his case yesterday
while talking to The Daily Star.

Replying to a question, the

prolific bat and useful bowler,

said that he had sought written

permission of tour manager
Reza-e-Karim to over-sta
the States for a few wee
enable him to look
wife's treatment.

On being handed over his

1n
to
after his

passport, normally in the keep

of the team manager. Nannu

assumed that he was granted
his prayer. "As a matter of fact,
| was. surprised to learn from
the press that | have been
served a show-cause notice.”
said Nannu. The former na-
tional skipper was last night
Blggaring his reply to the

'CB along with documents.

It may be added that Nannu
along with Athar Ali, Faruque
Ahmed and Enamul Hug Moni,
all serving the national team
for long, were surprise exclu-
sions [rom the camp, paying
the penalty for playing truant.

Although Nannu and Moni
have returned in the mean-
while, Athar and Faruque are
still with Uncle Sam.

Chess board

unchanged

Sports Reporter

Defending champion IM
Reefat-bin Sattar. his arch-rival
IM Ziaur Rahman and Arman
Monir maintained their all-win
record in the Open Interna-
tional Rating chess tournament
on completion of the fourth
round at the NSC chess room
yesterday.

IM Reefat, one of the two
most talented players in the
country after the JE[IIIHH'E of
Grand Master Niaz Murshed
from the national circuit,
crossed a major hurdle on his
way to retain the title defeat-
ing International Women's
Master Rani Hamid.

Meanwhile IM Ziaur Rah-
man. a perennial foe of Reefat,
continued to shadow his Biman
teammate at the cost of
Shawkat Hossain Pallab.

On the other hand, Arman
Monir, a surprise pack at the
top. got an effortless yet cru-
cial win to earn full four
points, thanks to the unavail-
ability of his opponent Khan-
daker Kayes Hassap._ _

Trailing the table leaders by
hall a point are - Indian Var-
gosh Koshi. Saifuddin Lablu,
Hasibul Hasan Hanif and Sayed
Ruhul Kabir.

In this round. Koshi. the
lone overseas player in the 10-
round Swiss League meet, de-
feated an unheralded Ashrafur
Rahman Murad. Shipul
checkmated Tofazzel Hossain
Rumu while Lablu and Hanii
split a point in a drawn match

DMCA's int'l
soccer tourney

Sports Reporter
The Dhaka Metropolis Club
Association (DMCA), a welfare
body of the Dhaka-based clubs,
has expressed their desire to
jointly organise an interna-
tional tournament this year

This was disclosed by the
president of DMCA, ASM Sul
tan, in a press briefing at the
conference room of the Na
tional Sports Council yester
day.

‘We want to organise a
tournamen! like the C Cup
which we successfully hosted
jointly with the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) way
back in 1991" said Sultan
who is also a vice-president of
the DMFA and president of

DMCA's 199] tournament
invelved three Calcutta giants
East Mohun Bagan and
Calcutta Mohammedan — along
with the three local power
houses Abahani Mohamme
dans and Brothers Union

This year the DMCA are
planni;}g to organise such a
meet after the completion of
the Senior Division football
league which kicks-off tomor

Natl TT
Ansars lift

team title

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Ansars. the un-
disputed women's table tennis
monarch in the country, won
the team title of the 21st
national championships in Ra-
jshahi on Saturday

While Bangladesh Biman. a
la Ansars in the men's circuit,
captured the boy's team crown
with a thumping 3-0 win over
hosts Rajshahi, who had earlier
faced the same ignominious si-
tuation in the women's final.

in the best-of-five boys team
event final Pappu of Biman set
pattern of an otherwise one
way traffic by defeating Rokin
22-20. 21-22. Gautam then
erased Nazmul 21-13, 21-12
before Edison compieted the
Rajshahi whitewash with a
crushing 21-12, 21-14 defeat
on Zia

in the women s team event
final. Ansars' Zobera Rahman
Linu, a long-standing national
paddier. met little resistance
in overpowering Rajshahi's
Tumpa 21-17. 21-12

Rinu then made it 2-0 with
a facile 21-13. 21-9 thrashi
on Shaheen She then joine
Shamima to wrap up the
maich defeating the Tumpa-
Shaheen pair 21-15. 21-16
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in reply to Pakis
tan's Iimposing
first innings total
of 448, England
put up gritty
show vyesterday,
“= on the third day
of the second Test, at
Headingley., according to BBC
monitored here late last night.

After a lackluster summei
Alec Stewart finally came out
of his pale shadow with a bril
liant 170 to propel England to
373 for five at stumps. He was
the last England batsman out
on the day. Nick Knight was
unbeaten on 51.

Resuming on overnight to-
tal of 52, Stewart went on to
complete his first Test ton in
two years just before the tea.

e England opener, who
had past 50 three times this
summer but failed to go on and
make a hundred, shared an in-
valuable 107-run second-
wicket partnership with
Nasser Hussain (48).

He then put on another
useful stand with half-century
maker John Crawley before
seamer Ataur Rahman made
the breakthrough for the
tourists, claiming the latter for
53. who notched up his fifty
with a sweetly timed boundary
off speedster Wagar Younis.

Agencies add: The first half
of Stewart's eighth Test cen-
tury was registered Friday
evening when the Surrey
right-hander toock up the at-
tack st Waqgar Younis and
Pakistani captain Wasim Akram
hitting 52 in only 68 balls as
he combined with Hussain to
take England to an overnight
104 for one.

Stewart hit eight bound-
aries for his half-century, and
although he was less essive
when he resumed after rain
had delayed play for an hour on
Friday, he was still untroubled
by the Pakistani paceman, and
ushed his score to 72 not out

lunch.

His partnership with Hus-
sain ended when the No. 3
batsman was deceived by a
Wagqar slower ball and popped
an easy catch back to the
bowler making it 121 for two,
England captain Mike Ather-
ton (12) having been caught
behind to Wasim on Friday

Leg-spinner Mushtag
Ahmed, who was hit for two
boundaries before lunch by
Graham Thorpe, had his re-
venge when he came around
the wicket to the left-hander
and had him caught bat-pad for
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Sports Reporter

16 making it 168 for three.
Stewart. having been dis-

B
missed by Muahlag twice in

the first Test, played him with
respect, but treated his bad

deliveries without mercy,
twice pulling him through

mid-wicket to the boundary.
As he reached the nineties

for the first time this summer,
Wasim replaced the tiring.

— :
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ALEC STEWART.... 170

unusually wayward Wagar to
put the pressure on.

But Stewart clipped the
Pakistani captain for two to
move on to 97, and on the
next ball drove him down the

Five earn FIDE
rating

Sports Reporter

Five more local chess play-
ers got the internation rating
according to a bulletin, pub-
lished in July by FIDE, the
world chess body. increasing
the number of Bangladeshi
rated players from 41 to 46,
said a press release yesterday.

The newly-christened play-
ers in the elite category are -
Abul Kashem, Imon. Labu, Ar-
man Monir and Masum.

The survey also confirmed
Niaz Murshed. the lone Grand
Master of the country, as the
highest rated player of Bang-
ladesh with 2510 points. [IM
Reefat with 2465 takes second
position while his rival IM
Ziaur Rahman follows closely
with 2460
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ground and scampered home
for three before raising his
helmet and bat to celebrate his

168-ball century which in-
cluded 13 boundaries.
Earlier, on Friday, Moin

Khan became Pakistan's first
wicketkeeper to score a Test
century against England as the
tourists made an imposing first
innings total of 448,

Pakistan captain Wasim
Akram sent the alarm bells
ringing early in the England
innings when he dismissed
key batsman Mike Atherton
with' the total on 14, but some
aggressive batting by Alec
Stewart carried England to
104 for one at the close on the
second day.

Moin, who earned a recall
after Rashid Latif withdrew
with a back injury. entered the
record books with his 105,
bettering the previous best b
a Pakistan wicketkeeper — 9
by Imtiaz Ahmed at the Oval in
London in 1962.

He was again in the thick of
the action when he took his
place behind the stumps, hold-
ing an excellent catch off an
inside edge to remove Ather-
ton for 12.

Shortly before tea Moin
completed his third Test cen-
tury and Pakistan's second of
the innings following Iljaz
Ahmed's 141 on Thursday.

Moin brought up his hun-
dred when he stole a single to
gully and slid headlong over
the crease as Nasser Hussain
took a shy at the stumps at the
bowler's end but missed.

Before his desperate rush
for the all-important single,
Moin had played with compo-
sure for his centu:;y. which
came off 181 balls from 272

minutes and included 10 fours .

and a six.

Marseille win

MARSEILLE. France, -Aug
10: Striker Xavier Gravelaine
scored the crucial second goal
with a deft lob in the 69th
minute as Marseille beat Lyon
3-1 on their much anticipated
return to the French First Di-
vision on Friday, reports
Reuter.

The rebuilt Marseille side,
with Bulgarian Yordan Lechkov
always influential in midfield,
recovered after going behind
in the seventh minute to dic-
tate play and take a deserved
three points in their first step
back towards the summit of
French soccer.

Sport_

Stewart stymie Pakistan gh!

-

R e et

Pakistan skipper Wasim Akram, the sultan of swing, seen celebrating the prized scalp
alongwith his teammates while his English counterpart Mike Atherton makes a long walk
to the pavilion during the second day of the second Test at Headingley Friday.

—AFP/UNB photo
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Hoddle does
the trick

LONDON. Aug 10: England
coach Glenn Hoddle has per-
suaded Stuart Pearce to
change his mind about retiring
from international football, re-
ports AFP.

The Nottingham Forest
midfielder had announced his
intention to end his England
career after the defeat by
Germany in the semifinals
Euro '"96.

But, after talking to Hoddle
in Nottingham last weekend.
he asked for a few days to re-
consider his decision.

Pearce told the new Eng-
land coach by telephone today
that he would be available for
England's World Cup qualifying
campaign, beginning in Mol-
dova on September 1.

Hoddle, who succeeded
Terry Yenables, said: "['m
thrilled Stuart has changed his
mind. His contribution to the
England team over many years
has alrerdy been substantial,
not least in Euro '96.

"It's a major boost to have
him available for selection
again. His ability and experi-
ence will be invaluable to us.”

-_—
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President of the Dhaka Metropolis Club Association addressing a press confersnce at the

NSC conference room vesterday

— Star photo

Atlanta Games revisited!

- ATLANTA. Aug 10 (AP): Six
years of anticipation Seven
teen unforgettable days. Then
a lew hours after the closing
ceremony, the Olympic atmo
sphere began to fade

The week since the games
ended has seen the rapid re
moval of (:ermtm: decorations
a4 quick exit by the visiting
throng and the return of At
lanta to, well. just Atlanta

By the end of the work
week. gro Atlanta com
muters iaﬁr the most par
gone back to their normal rou
tines. A partially reopened
Centennial Olympic Park was
drawing a smidgen of a crowd
And the few sidewalk souvenir

vendors that remained were
offering bargain basement
prices.

The memory of the Games
was still fresh. But some al
ready missed the Olympics

"l came back te work on
Tuesday. and | was shocked
What ha to all the peo
ple?” said Darlene Websier
who works in an office building
two blocks from the park that
was the social center of the
Olympics.

"l thought there was going
to be a lag before it got back to
the way it was before.” she said
F “It's kind of sad.”

the city catches its
breath from the Olympics. it
will have a chance to party
again — although on a much
smaller scale — when the Para-
lympic Games begin on Thurs-

Then the city gets down to
the business of figuring out

how to keep up wu- mpic
momentum. especially in
dr to Atlanta's or-

dinarily somnolent downtown
for entertainment.

Just before the Games
 oca-Cola Co chairman Roberto
C Gotzueia warned city leaders

inst complacency once the
end
concern is that our city

not lapse into a glant, collec
Live nap. " the head ol Atlanta's
most promunent company said
The city has been lefl with
a number of wonderful lega-

Jacquet the
chosen one

FARIS, Aug 10: French
coach Aime Jacguet extended
his contract. to lead the host
nation into the 1998 World
Cup finals, it was announced by
the French Football Association
here on Friday. reports AFP.

His continued role at the
head of the national team
however was never really in
doubt. despite the disa
pointment of deteat by penalty
shoot against the Czech Re
publdic in the semifinals of Euro
96

Federation president
Claude Simonet said that the
announcement had been de-
layed in order to let the post
Euro '96 tensions settle

A few days after his return
from Euro 96 he assured us
that we could coumt on him
lJacquet). " said the president

“There were no need for
long discussions between the
various parties.” Jacguet was
first appointed in December
1993 after France's faflure to
qualify for the World Cup finals
in the United States.

Until the Eure loss. the
French team went 27 matches
without suffering a defeat un-
der his leadership

For his part. the president
of the national league Noel le
Great indicated his pleasure at
the resigning of Jacquet. and
gave the coach the support
of French football.

J too. found it diffi-
cult to his enthusiasm.

The World Cup in France
represents a (antastic objec
tive, he said. bre the me-
dia silence that has reigned
since Euro 96

cies. Now it's the job of the
city leaders to utilise the lega-

cies, both the physical legacies
and the in . 1o the bet-
terment of the city.,” said

Steven Labovitz, Mayor Bill
Campbell's chief of :

: city has launched an ef-
fort, called the Atlanta Renais-
sance Programme, to promote
economic development and
neighbourhood planning. A
non-profit task force also has
been created to direct devel-
opment in the neighbourhood
surrounding entennial
Olympic Park. Labovitz said

Another key to revitalising
downtown after hours is a new
sports arena planned by
Turner Broadcasting System
Inc to replace the mni
Though the site of the arena
still is not settled. Labovitz
_.raau]1 there is no doubt it will be
uilt

Aside from any develop-
ment, a behavioural change
must occur. Atlanta area resi-
dents (raditionally have
avoided downtown except for
work When suburbanites do
venture downtown at night for
conceris or sporting events
they usually dash back home
once the performance is over

Labovitz said the Olympic

Park. which drew overflow
crowds late into the t dur-
ing the Games, made that

people will stay downtown — if
there's something to do there

‘What this showed us was
the residents have a whole
new appreciation for down
town.” Labovitz said. "I there
are things of inierest, they will
come. It's our job to make
certain there are things of in
terest

T think the Park will at
tract,” he said. "If we are able
lo create the entertainment
vehicle that we are talking
about. they will come. And that
is our challer — to make
certain that we have things
down there for them to do.”

Hockey league

Players' transfer
from Sept 15

The inter-club players'
transfer for the metropolis
first division hockey league
will begin on September 15 at
the Eanﬂ%ladtsh Hockey Feder-
ation office, reports UNB.

The five-day transfer for-
malities are scheduled every
day from 5 pm to 7 pm.

The league is likely to start
in the first or second week of
November. But this will de-
pend on completion of renova-
tion works and laying of astro-
turf at the Hockey Stadium,
scheduled to be completed by
October 31.

As in the past. each partici-
pating team will be allowed to
enlist and field a maximum ol
four foreign players in the
league.

Asia Cup
football

AMMAN. Aug 10: Two goals
from national football star
Jeryess Tadrus helped Jordan
to a 4-0 victory against Pak-
istan in Friday's Asian Cup
qualifying match. reports AP

Pakistan meet Iragq Sunday
in the second match of the
qualifying round, while Jordan
play Iraq in Tuesday's [inal
match.

The Group Six winner pro
ceeds to the finals that will be
held in the Uhited Arab Emi-
rates in December.

Bangladesh, another member
nfﬁlnupﬁi:.withdmwfmmthe
competition, citing lack of funds
to B chesir |

Solidarity race
in Sarajevo

PARIS. Aug 10: Some of the
world's top athletes will be in
Sarajevo next month for a soli
darity meeting aimed at help
ing to rebuild the war-hit city,
the International Amateur Ath
letic Federation (IAAF) said on
Friday. reports Reuter

A delegation from the IAAF
travelled to the capital ol
Bosnia and on Thursday fi
nalised the details of the first
nhmrta event to take place in
the country after the 43
month war which ended last
December. the IAAF said in a
slalement

The competition on Sep
lember 9 will be preceded by a
ceremony led by Bosnian
President Alija ]zet ovic, the
grmdrm ol 1he International

lympic Committee (10C),

Juan Antonio Samaranch, and

the |AAF
Nebiolo

Bebeto starts
with a
winning note

RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 10

president, Primo

Flamengo celebrated the re
turn ol international stiriker
Bebeto by beating Atletico

Mineiro 2-1 as the Brazilian
Championship got ofl to a dis
tinctly flat start on Thursday
reports Reuler

In the only other match
Sao Paulo beat Portuguese by

the same score in their first
competlitive match under
Brazil's former World Cup

coach Carlos Alberto Parreira

Bebeto. who has replaced
his former international strik
ing partner Romario at Fla
mengo this season. failed to
get on the scoresheet, his
closest effort hitting the cross
bar in the second half

Enter Kambli, exit Manjrekar

= L

CALCUTTA, Aug
10: India's cric-
ket selectors to-
day retained de-
posed captain

£

Mohammad Az-

! haruddin in the 14-man squad
| for

two limited-overs series,
while exciting left-hander Vi-
nod Kambli was recalled.
reports AFP,

But there was no place for
experienced opener Navjot

| Sidhu. who walked out midway
| through the tour of England in

June after a reported alterca-
tion with the team manage
ment.

Leg-spinner Anil Kumble
was made deputy to newly-ap-
peinted captain Sachin Ten
dulkar for the four-nation Sin-
ger World Series in Colombo
from August 26 and a five-
match rubber against arch-
rivals Pakistan in Canada in
September

Medium-pacer David John-
son ol Karnataka was the only
new face in the squad. which
includes 11 players who lost
both the Test and one-day

| series in England earlier in the

—
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Chairman of selectors Gun-

dappa Vishwanath said the 33-
year-old Azharuddin, who was

sacked as captain on Friday.

was still one of the best bats-

men in the game and deserved
another chance.

Kambli comes back into the
side after being axed for the
England tour on disciplinary

grounds.

Vishwanath said Sidhu was
not considered pending an

MD. AZHARUDDIN

Azhar stays in the team

enquiry against him for the

unprecedented walk-out, but

insisted the opener may be

back for the home series

against Australia and South
ca in October.

Also omitted from the Eng-
land tour parly were batsman
Sanjay Manjrekar, spinners
Venkatapathy Raju and Naren-
dra Hirwani and seamers Paras
Mhambrey and Salil Ankola.

India take on World Cup
champions Sri Lanka, Australia
and Zimbabwe in the Singer
World Series.

The India-Pakistan series,
organised by world-wide
sports promoters International
Management Group (IMG]), will
be played in Toronto f{rom
September 14 to 22.

SQUAD

Sachin Tendulkar (capt).
Anil Kumble (vice-capt),
Vikram Rathore, Ajay Jadeja,
Saurav Ganguly, Mohammad
Azharuddin, Vinod Kambli,
Rahul Dravid. Nayan Mongia.
Javagal Srinath, Venkatesh
Prasad, David Johnson, Sunil
Joshi, Ashish Kapoor.

Manager: Sandeep Patil.

Tall order for Tendulkar

BOMBAY. AUG 10
[Reuter) Mild,
impetuous, but
olten daring, Sa-
chin Tendulkar

. named India's

new cricket captain, has been
a dream come true for a nation

where millions of fans adore
the game and its heroes
The diminutive right-

handed batsman, is counted
among the world's best along
with West Indian Brian Lara
and Australian Mark Waugh

At 23, he already has seven
vears of international cricket
behind him since his Test de
but against Pakistan at the age
of 16, when he became India's
voungest Test player and the
world's second yvoungest after
Pakistan's Mushtag Mo
hammed

He becomes Indias second
youngest captain after "Tiger
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi. who
captained India at 21

With 2,911 runs including
10 centuries from 41 Tests,
Tendulkar has a batting aver
age of 54.9 runs. He is the

youngest cricketer to score
1.000 runs in Tests.

He  is also said to be the
world's highest-earning crick-
eter after signing a 10-million
dollar commercial deal to
market his name.

In a rare interview this
year, Australia’s Donald Brad-
man, widely regarded as cri-
cket's best batsman, said that
among the batsmen he knew,
Tendulkar came nearest to his
mould Tendulkar ac-
knowledged it as the greatest
compliment he has ever re-
ceived

‘What is most striking is his
immense self-beliefl and ability
lo handle pressure. Ten-
dulkar's infectious smile and
curly locks are a cruel act of
deception. Under the visage of
A cub lurks the ferocity of a
tiger." Rajdeep Sardesai wrote
in India's Sunday magazine re-
cently

Vice-captain since India's
tour of Sri Lanka in 1992-93
lrendulkar has been waiting in
the wings as a natural succes-
sor to skipper Mohammad
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Azharuddin.

A fine product of a genera-
tion that grew up with one-day
cricket, Tendulkar is also a
prolific run-getier in limited
over games. He usually bats alt
number four, but has often
opened the innings in one-day
games with devastating effect.

As a bowler. he has often
letched crucial wickets with
his gentle medium-pace deliv-
eries. His fielding is consid-
ered impeccable,

"The expectations (of the
public) are quite high and 1
will try to live up to it," Ten-
dulkar told Reuters in February
ahead of the World Cup played
in India. Sri Lanka and Pak-
istan

Tendulkar became Bombay
cricket club's youngest player
when he was selected a year
before his Test debut.

Tendulkar. who dropped
out of school to concentrate on
cricket, feels comfortable in
Bombay's modest surround
ings. where he learnt his game
playing with a tennis ball.

FBI rebuts 'apology' report

ATLANTA, Aug 10 The FBI
on Friday denied a report that
it wo-uld apologise to Olympic
bomb suspect Richard Jewell il
it could find no definitive evi
dence linking him to the July

27 attack on the Centennial
Games, reports Reuter
The CBS evening news said

on Thursday that Federal in
vesligators were preparing to
make what was helieved to the
the FBls f.rst -ever E}uh]ll
Apology 1o the privaie security
guard. who has been named a
suspect bul has never been ar
rested or charged with any
crime

The

news report that the

FBl is i_IFF"{]nFIliy_ o |1ss11& Al
apolugy is inaccurate At this
time there are no plans to is
SLIE An l[.ilr.lhlﬂ"u to anvone . said

Jay Spadalore. a sDecils agein
at the FBI's Atlanta office
Spadafore declined to
commenl on a separale press
report saying the agency could
issue a public stalement clear-

ing Jewell ol suspicion in the
bombing. which left two dead
and | 10 injured

Jewel, 33, was the [lirst
person to spol the knapsack
containing a homemade pipe
bhomb in Atlanta's Centennial
Olympic Park. He helped 1pa::
lice clear people away belore
the device detonated

CBS reported that searches
ol his residences by investiga-
tors have turned up no adefini
tive physical evidence to link
Jewell to the crime

Meanwhile official records
released on Friday show police
response to the anonymous
warning about the bomb was
delayed by a series of errors as
emergency operators struggled
to convey the threat to park
Security

The caller phoned the 91|
emergency line from a nearby
pay phone at 12:58 am saying
in a calm wvoice: "“There is a
bomb in Centennial Park. You
have 30 minutes

yesterday
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IEt.nmuhunnl Open Rating title-chasers engage in deep cerebration at the NSC chess room

Star photo

But according to police
transcripts, the emergency
operator spent 10 minutes
strugging to log the entry into
a computer to notify the police
dispatcher. The system would
not accept the entry without
an address tfor the 21-acre(8.5
hectares) park.

The operator finally had to
get the park's telephone num
ber from a police command
centre and called the facility
for the address without men
tioning the bomb threat before
sending the dispatch notice on
its way

In the immediate altermath
of the blast. police officials said
there had been no delays and
that the 911 operator had fol-
lowed protocol correctly

On Friday., deputy chiel
Louis Arcangell continued to
defend the actions, saying po-
lice already had received an
overwhelming number of bogus
bomb threats |

Transcripts show the oper
ator got a busy signal at the At
lanta police command centre
on the first try and, at one

Kninl. had to check the entry
y confirming that the word
| ‘centennial” had been spelled
correctly

The operator then got
through to the command cen-
tre and was told by an atten-
dant there: "l ain't got no ad-
dreas to Centennial Park. What
y all think | am?”

When the operator pleaded.
saying a bomb (hreat had been

e

received, the attendant re
nr:m!rd "Oh. it's ntnp}llu go
oflf by the time we find the ad-
dreas .’

I After getting the park's

telephone number, the opera
tor called Centennial Olympic
Park and was put on hold for
two minutes

The threat finally was re-
laved to a police dispatcher,
who radioed patrol officers at
1:12 am, 14 minutes alter the
call had been received




