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SPORTS TALK

Pete Sampras

[US tl‘l'll'll"m superstar) -1

"To beat tﬂ' like Jakoby
wﬂﬂ'ﬁuﬂﬂ-ﬂ' L@ provyems dn o
the ‘pasl with a Iup, serve, it
was a good test. I think I han-
dled it pretty well.”

After beating the Swiss in the
first round of the ATP Champi-
onship.

BD 'Red' in BKSP
Cup hockey final -

Bangladesh "Red” booked a
seat tor the final of the first
BKSF Cup hockey tournament
eliminating Bangladﬁbh Army
"Red" by 3-2 goals in the first
semifinal played at the BKSP
ground yesterday. repgorts
UNB.

Nixon, Musa Miah and [ssa
Miah scored apiece for the
winners while Shahjahan and
Humayan scored for the losers.

Bangladesh "Red” will play
final today at 4 pm against the
winners of Bangladesh "Green"
and host BESP.

The second semi-final
match between Bangladesh
"Green” and BKSP was sus-

nded six minutes before the

nal whistle for insullicient
light in the grnund when
Green were Jeading b ‘y

Brilliant nationa fnrward
Mohammad Sadek scored all
the four goals for Bangladesh
Green with a hattrick while
Prince netted two and Titu
one for the host team,

However, the remaining six
minutes of the match will be
held today miorning.

Nat'l TT begins
at Raﬁshahl

Sports Reporter

Eight boys teains moved
into their respective -{irst
roumd group semifinals as the
21st national table tennis
championships got under way
yesterday under the auspices
of Rajshahi District Sports As-

sociation at the local gymna-

- Slum.

On the opeping day of the
week long meet, Narail, Mun-.
shiganj, Habiganj. Rajshahi.
Gaibandha, monirhat, Bar-
guna and Biman won their re-
spective group quarterfinals.

- In Group A, Narail tamed
Pabna 3-0, Munshiganj beat
Naogaon 3-0, Habiganj elimi-
nated Rangpur 3-1 and hosts

Rajshahi deleated Jessore 3-0,
! ile in group B, Gaibandha
beat Khulna 3-1, Lalmonirhat
overcame Patuakhali 3-1, Bar-

guna ousted Moulvibazar 3-0 |

and Biman outplayed Dinajpur

In the day's, other matches,
three women's teams, Bang-
adesh Ansars, Rajshahi and

arail ‘beat Rangpur, Khulna
and Patuakhali respectively
and moved into

Around 222 players includ-
ing 102 women from 31 dis-
tricts and organisations are
' fart in_the meet organ-
ised. Bangladpsh 1'nblc en-
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Mohummedan manager Imtiaz Sultan Johnny (C) speaking to the journalists while South
Koreag coach Man Young Kang (R) and skipper Jewel Rana (L) hsten to him during their
teams briefing at the BSJA office yesterday . :

Mohammedans, Bangladesh Boys brief the press

While Bangladesh
Bovs vowed to i

ght for sheer ex

stence in the

Premier lootball

league, Mohiam-

aelan ‘-«p.rr!nu, Club has

1u dhictably pronounced their
will 1o fight lor Lhe title

And ftor Mohammedans, one
of the two heavyweights in the
domestic circuil, this yvear's
thampionship will ofter twin
challenges against their pere-
nnial foes. defending cham-
pHons Abahani Krira Chakra
Mohamnmedans' firsi target is
lo restore their moral by
fdefeating Abahani. something
which has eluded them for the
last couple of scasons and
secondly. to dethrone .their
arch-rivals, who are by
contrast on the hot traii for a
hattrick ol league titles.

"Mohammedans always(rlay
for the championship
alre ready 1o put behind the
blues of the last two seasons

winnhiF the trophy”. said Im-
liaz Sultan Johnay, manager of
MoU - while elaborating on his

team s pregparation for the
lorthcoming league @i the
Bangladesh Sports Journalists
Associaticn (B5JA) office last

evening. the third day of such
e table sessions with the

ten Premier Division outfits.
But this is a special situa-
tion. We got little time to pre-
piare ourselves for the dcda-
ston . sald Johnny, a former
natienal plaver

cash on the iull potentials.,

It may be mentioned that
eariier the authorities had de-
vided to skip the league. the
most gntertaining sporting
event i the country, with non-
plausible excuses such as the

hinaneial constraints of the
clubis, hﬁlFmg only to cast a
shaduw ol gloom among the
booters.

iHut under the changed po-
litical circamstance, thanks to
the initiative ol the sports
miinister Obaidul Quader,
‘DMFA finally agreed to hold

who fiirther -
added that it is very difficult to -

Sports Reporter

the league in the shortest
possible time, leaving all the
clubs running short of training.

However, Johnny. who dis-
closed that his club started the
official camp on July 258,
claimed Mohammedans have
chalked up a different plan
under their South Korean
coach Mann Young to de-
liver the best under the cir-
cumstances.

“We are running short of a
gquality striker in the team’,
said the Mohammedan man-
ager, adding that the club is
drap:-ratclifwln search ol an
aplomb stalwan from abroad as
soon as possible.

“"We are (rying our utmost to
fly in a quality striker either
from Nigeria or Russia belore
our first match of the league”,
revealed Johnny. He also said
that Moham s had earlier
tried to rope in players from
South Korea. but with no avail.

Replyin to a quarry,
Johnny said that they had also
tried to convince Muktijoddha
to release two of their players
mutually. But they replied in
the negative.

"We were su
the way Mukti
four of their key booters for
Abahani’, said a visibly de-
jected Johnny. However, he
was proinpt to add that Mo-
hammedans are the best bet in
the Iray.

"The

rised to see
dha released

fight for the title will

- to get accustome

— Star photo

Expatriate striker for MSC

L]

the players™, said Kang. who
had earlier coached Muktijod-
dha last season and was the
chiel coach of the national
team in 1994

“The defence looks impres-
sive and the midfield lacks co-
hesiveness. But the '‘main
problem is with the striking
power”, sald Kang while elabo
rating his team’'s strength.

Mohammedans are going to
play with one libero in a sys-
lem called 1-4-4-1,
Is
or

:?/lng lo fit in either Arman
faz up front

Meanwhile. Jewel Rana, the
Mohammedan captain who was
present in the briefing. said
that they are trying their best
with dhe
lew approach of the coach.

"Il 18 very tough to absorb
everything at the moment. But
with time it will be much
easier.” said the Mohammedan
central defender to the press.

While commenting on the
pool system Jewel refterated
the stand of the Fool Play-
ers Wellare Association
(FPWA). who had earlier called
it a violation of plavers rights.

Bangladesh Boys. one of the
two promotees in the Premier
league this year. had also made
their visit to BSJA's briefing
session yesterday. But they
hardly dared to project any
ambitious target.

"We will ht for uur sur-

vivul in the elite

mairily’' coticentrate Between” ‘Shafiul’ Hbsael Urdl in b an

Mohammedans and Abahani -
They (Abahani) may have a bet-
ter team on paper. but we will
prove it in the field", said
Johnny, who also added that
they want fair refereeing

whether they are local or from
OVErscas.

On the.other hand. Mann

Young Kang. the Mohammedan
coach who took over the

charge of the team on July 27,
said that at this'moment he is
concentrating mainly on im-

proving the mental and tech-

nical strength of his boys.
'l have little time to shape

'otherwise sedate session 'with
the journalists. Their coach
Abdus Sadeq sang the same
tune.

“You can not expect a better
result in such a competitive
meet with a bunch of rookies”,
said Sadeq, who is also the
coach of the Bangladesh U-19
team. But Selim, the custo-

dian-cum captain of Boys, had -

a different opinion.

"We will play to win every
match, no matter who are our
opponents”, said the lanky
man under the bar with a con-
fident note.

and Kang’

she semifinals.

the morn-'

ommissioner and
nldant

present on the occasion.

Rajshahi’ DSA,
Fnrid med, was also

Giants fizzle in the drizzle

Mohammedan

Sporting Club we-
nt down f{ighting
1-2 to Brothers
IInion while their
arch-rivals Aba-
ham Krira Chakra
were hield to a goalless draw by
Arambagh KS in twé exhibition -

matches played at the Dhaka.

Stadium yesterday.

The matches, organised by
the Dhaka Metropolis Kishore
Porichalona Porishad (DMKPP)
in a bid to raise funds for long-

~lerm training of . youngsters,
attracted more than 10,000
spectators, wha crowded the

- big bowl braving the incessant

driczle to see the two most
popular outfits in the domestic

_ circiait.

Inn the first match of the
dav. Mohammedans headed

home unhappy after Jamal, the .

rew sipgning ol Brothers Union,
stabbed the ball home from
close at the strike of the final

, -whistle enabling the Gopibagh

_l:'l:rtw.
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uutﬂt a thrilling victory.

Although ohammedans
lost, the crowd was more than
paid their money's worth. in a
sec-saw encounter played with
a professional approach albeit
under the banner of an c:::hihh
tion meet.

The slrnnF vocal support
backed the lively ehcounter
marked by forays and counter-
forays. Their was even a pelt;
ing of .stones from the Mo-
hammedan gallery to give the
otherwise friendly atmosphere
a look of seriousness.

Mohammedans took the
lead in the 15th minute of the
80-minute match through
their striker Alfaz, who headed
the ball iato the right-hand
corner of the net.

But Brothers Union were
quick fo restore parity after
only five minutes when mid-
fielder Uttam slotted the ball
home with neat a placing past
an onrushing Mnhammedan
custodian Ponir.

However, the most signifi-
cant di
four days ahead of the Premier
leagu : was Brothers' youn
stri pu, who enthralle
the audlcnﬂ: with his decep-
tive runs and tricky sways. Be-
sides. he showed signs of a

very left foot. :
n the other hand, Shab-
bir, the most talented mid-

fielder ever in the country,
made a rusty yet momentous
return to the team since his
sad departure from thé top

flight after sustaining a knee
injury two years back in the
same stadium. In the da

match Shabbir played a perfect
foil for Arman in creating most

of the Mohammedan moves.
' In the other match of the

day defending league champi-
ons Abahani I%rira %hakra per-
haps too cautions Lo avoid any
injury on a slippe pitch,
Blayed safe and settled for a
orin oalless draw with
Aram

{ Abahani fiﬂward Rumi tnu to iwade a . tackle hy an Aramha]h dofanddr durmg their
{ exhibition football mltchatthl Mnﬂtﬂlmmtﬁrdly "ﬂnmtchmdodml goalless

—Stu'phm

from the match,

Sport

BCCB's surprise |

selection

Sports Reporter

desh Cricket Control

Board |
cricketers for a three-week
residential training camp to
form a national team for the
u ing ACC and ICC tro-
ies. The list of the chosen
Ia_rrrl uurprinlngly excludes
Fu.r heavyweights of the coun-

Tht four most experienced
performers missing in the list
are — opener Atahar Ali Khan,
former national ski r Min-
hazul Abedin Nannu. Middie-
order bat Faruque Ahmed and
all-rounder Enamul
Moni. The four national crick-
eters visited USA and Canada
last month alongwith the na-
tional team last month.

The reason behind their
stunning omission could not be
immediately confirmed. A
BCCB official seeking anony-
mity later said the decision
might have been taken on the
disciplinary ground. These
cricketers did neot return
home alongwith the® team and.
of them, Atahar and Faruque
are O arrive.

' their arrival, they will
have to face the board to ex-
plain their conduct. The board
will then take decision about
their future. the official told
The Daily Star

The training camp will be.
n froom August 12 at the
KSP in Savar, and the se
lected players have been re-
uest o report to manager
sari Ashraf Hossain Lipu at
BCCB office at 9 am on the day.
Mohammad Osman Khan has
been selected as the coach.

’CB) has picked up 30

Haque
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Ijaz digs Pakistan out

m| Niaz Ahmed blas-
| ted a blazng cen-
' 'ury to help Pa

S Kistan musker a
l modest total ot
— 2R ] lor six at the
rlose of t play on the hrst
diay of the second Test against
England at Headingeley ves-
terday.

The mascular middle-order
bat held the innings together
to steer Pakistan to safe water
before accumulating a d
141 alim Mali
scored a watchful 55 while Asif
Muijtaba 19.

nhgland captain
Atherton. striving to level the
three-Test series 1-1 after
their 164-run defeat at Lord's,
won his first toss of the sum-
mer. and his decision to use
the wicket first was quickly
rewarded,

In the fourth over in-form
Pakistan opener Saeed Anwar
slashed at a wide Alan Mullally
del and was caught in the
gully for one. with the score
one for one

AP atids England left leg-

nner lan Salisbury out of its
final Xl and included Somerset
seamer Andrew Caddick to
strengthen its seam attack on
the unpredictable Headingley
pitch

"We've left the spinner out
and gone for six batsmen and
four seamers and have decided
to have a bow! this morning,’
Atherton said.

“The wicket is always very
unpredictable here. but its
been under covers for two

-

Mike -

Sports Reporter

bowhiid a poodline and Lyth
and generating sharp move-

metil ofl the seam.
New-ball bowlers

the first hour

IJAZ AHMED . J41

But England sfrayed off-line

Mullaliv
nd (Caddick beat the Pakistani
pair several times outside off,
as did sirike bowlers Dominic
Cork and Chris Lewis, reduc-
g Pakistan to 29 jor one after

é
|

and bowled too short in the

second hour. As the morning
the Headingley

eased

pr

proved much slower and
ss lively. and the Pakistani

batsmen had

enty of time to

wicket.

A no-ball by Cork iIn the
nexi over was driven by Shadab

to the boundary. registeri
Pakistan s 50. -
[jaz struck weo more

boundaries in Lewis next over,
and then pulled Cork for his
eighth boundary and his 40th
run in as balls.

ljaz's tenth of the
E;::mmg Lcum: Pakistan to 98

one in ie over
Sehure Ranch boat then Coa it
struck back for in the
next. over and had Shadab

tra leg before wicket.
ﬁab had opened the bat-
ting in place of Aamir Sohail,
who is out injured. and, the
new batsman in the second
session was [irst-Test century

maker Inzaman-ul-Haqg. whe
made his long walk to the

pavilion scoring only 2. .
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at of
on the first m mphy
Test between England and
Pakistan here today :
PAKISTAN : First innings
Saced Anwar ¢ Atherton
b Mullally i

Shadad Kabir lbw b Caddick ° 35
lfaz Ahmed ¢ Russell b Cork = 141
Inzamamul Haq ¢ Atherton

b Musllally 2
Salim Malik b Cork 55
Asif Mujtaba not out 9
Wasim Akram ¢ Russell b Caddick 7
Main Khan nof out 8
Extras. (Ib-7. nb-6) 13

Total: For 6 wkis (90 overs) 281
Fall of wkis : 1-1:.2-98:
3-103: 4-233: 5-252: 6-266

_ thete's any. | To bat: Mushtaq Ahmed,
The” Tial Which ales his ﬂa:uﬂna:lr_:d i'fn ht: l:“.n:rn;fnm i.t : f;:rir strokes off the Wagar Younis. Ata-ur-Rahman
omitted the name of very | o, hnprfully we can take ad- Lewis suffered first when Bowling O M R W
romising seamar Mizanur | yaniage of 1.” he added. ljaz belted three short-pitched Caddick 26 5 97 2
RENTATI DAU] INCITGES ARFRI England's seamers found liveries to the fence in one  Mullally 24 5 73 2
Khan, Aminul Islam Bulbul, Ja- | jife in the pitch during the over — a cracking cut past Lewls 18 3 62 O
BINge Adarm, “;;';.ﬂif‘“;::‘ﬂ first hour and troubled Ijaz guily. a backfoot drive through Cork 21 5 59° 2
Masud Pllot. Anisur Rahman., s (he lefl-hatxied ﬁmﬂh BY  cover, and rieat pull over mid-  Thorpe e W Sy
Ziaur Rashid Rupom, Al- |”
Shahriar Rokon, Hasibul Hasan 'ﬁf *ﬂ"'ﬂ" %
Shanto, Sajal Chowdhury, o
Shahriar Hossaln Bidyut, ¢ -
Khaled Mahmud Sujon, Atiar
Rahman. Naimur Dur-

{u-_v. Javed Omar Belim Golla,
{arun-ur-Rashid Liton,
Hasanuzzaman Jhoru, Selim
Shahed. Nazimuddin Manna,
Habibul Bashar Sumon. Mor-
shed Ali Khan Sumon, S |bne
Saikat., Mustadir Litu, Zakaria
Imtiaz, Mohammad Salauddin.
Mafizur Rahman Munna,

Sohel 1slam and Halim S

May bids adieu
ADELAIDE. Aug 8: 'Former
Australianm Test off-spinner
Tim May on Wednesday an-
nounced his retirement from
cricket, reports Reuter.

May, who has a share in
seyeral nightclubs in the south

H S 4 b e W B 2 R i
Brothers Union defender Joy (L) clearing a ball before Alfaz (R) of Mohammedan SC could
rea::h during yesterday's exhibition match at the Dhaka Stadium. Bmther: won the, match 2-

— Star phote

Stefan sent tumbhng

heat, allowing

t‘l"ﬂ' time

In the second set, the

rlf :“@" : A?:é’:: 62nd-ranked Larssen stepped champion S through.
Agassi, fresh from UP his game to break Agassi's C will a surprise
winning an Olym- S€rve on his second break waiting in the form of Italian
pic gold medal. Point of the sixth game. _ g;nﬂﬂnmm The
3 posted a 6-3. 2-6. The match was close in the year-old journeyman
6-4 second round - third set untﬂ Larsson had a  popular Swede Stefan
Australian state capital of viclory over Magnus Larsson of Drfief la in the seventh in twe hours, 28 minutes,
1 Adelaide, said he was quitting Sweden on Wednesday to open ame, al nw:ng assi 10 break 3-6, 6-4, 7-5.

all forms of crieket for un- | {he defence of his title at the s serve for a 4-3 lead. Edberg. retiring in Nayem-

stated personal reasons.

The 34-year-old took. 75
wickets in Tests, with per-
sanal beats of five for nine and
42 not out against the West
Indies in the Adelaide Test in
1993, when Australia lost by
one run, E

On last year's tour of the

West Indies, M
man for all four Tests as Aus-
tralia regdained the Frank
Worrell Trophy 2-1.

+  May's last Test was against
England in Sydney 18 months

Ago. §

May and leg-spinner Shane
Warne took 55 wickets be-
tween them in Australian's 4-1
Ashes victory in England in
1993.

Other highlights included
involvement in Australia’s
World Cup 'triumph in India in
1987 and south Australia’'s

Sheffield Shjeld title last sea-
S0T.

was 12th

Bicknell

2.2-million-dollar ATP Cham-
pionship, report agencies.

Agassi secured the fist set
with a service break in the
fourth game.

- L4
Bicknell baffle
. *
Lancashire
LONDON, Aug 8: Martin
exploited a helpful
itch as title-chasing Surrey
it back on the opening day of
their four-day English Count
Championship encounter wit
Lancashire at Southport on
Wednesday, reports Reutér.
Bicknell took four wickets
in the final session td reduce
the home side to 128 for five
at the close.
Surrey, third in the table,
could make only 211 them-
selves, with Peter Martin and

lan Austin sharing eight wick-
ets.

World No 2 Thnmas Muster
took his first steps ®of the
suminer on North American
hardcourt and emerged with a
6-1, 6-1 win over a Polish
quallﬁer in a second round
malch.

Former French Open
champijon Muster, nearly un-
beatable on clay but still trying
to prove himself on other sur-
t'an:es‘ found his rhythm
Juichiy and never let up
against the 28-year-old Pole
ranked 217 on the ATP Tour.

Muster got off court in less
than 50 minutes in contrast to
other seeds who needed three

sets of struggle to advance.
No 3 Michael Chang, win-
ner of his past two events,

moved into the third round 6-
2, 4-6, 6-3 against former top
five player Andrei Medvedev of
the Ukraine., now 35th.

The 21-year-old Medvedev,
who won four titles as a
teenager but only one since
turning 20, wilted in the 40 ¢

" the sweltering co

ber saved three match points
in the tenth game of the third
set, but was clearly failing in
tions on a
secondary showcourt.

New NSC

secret :
Sports Re;aorrt{r

The government has ap-
pointed A S M Ali Kabir,
secreiary of Water Resources
Planning Organisation, as the
new secretary:- of National
Sports Council with immedinte
eliect, :

According to a Ministry of
Establishment handout .
day. Ali. Kabir will be on depu-

tation in the Youth and Sports
Ministry till further order.

Ali Kabir replaces Fazlur -

Rahman Khan who has been

posted as the secretary of Wa-
ter Resources Planning Organi-
sation.

=y
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Chunma clinch |

Su'perC}lp CROSSWORD m; Eugene Sheffer
' DOWN- 17 Second
. HIRATSUKA, Japan, Aug 8: ‘H'A'E‘H' nnlur'-i" 1 Greek consonant
Sin Tae-Young scored the only cheese - 19 Growing
goal to give Asian club champi- “ 1 Seed - abun-
ons Ilhwa Chunma of South ﬂﬁﬂl coat dantly
Korea a 1-0 ;mn over Bellmare 'Blﬂﬂl ﬂs“" lgﬂu'ﬂ 22 Diode
Hiratsuka of Japan and the - employee Across
frports ﬂw 40 Salver of 5§ Arouse adjective
The goal came in' the 77th 14Cabon  aspechic  resent- 26 Curment
minute when forward Ko compound  color? ment 27
J‘Eﬂﬂg'w'lflﬂﬂ drlbhlcd thfﬂuﬂh 15 Bell noise 51 Difficulty 8 Gibson or m
from the right before putting a | jeoxofa 52 Assess- Brooks 29 State of
high pass into .the centre specific ment 7 Quid pro India
where Sin nodded it home. color? 83 Census 30 Tackie's
Asian Cup Winners Cup | 1g statistic 8 Tea types teammate
holders Bellmare, who needed m 54 Paradise 9 Wherever 33 Under-
1o beat the Koreans by more 20 Streisand 58 Overcome  you'd like goes a
than two goals to win the title, hit by rever- 10 Gretzky recession
fought a :aahr-:l]r from the | 21 Figure- ance score 36 Foliowed
outset, u lh hing 17 shots on skating HMF 1 m&m 'mm ﬂm
ltl wa s seven. 57 Farewell
But the visitors showed Hm Solution time: 26 min. “m ZMD WMDRH AOZ VXOV
tightdeftnﬂf:tn‘hluntln at- Hxi oA 1A abbr UOHHNAXKX WDNANEDB N A
tacks by Japanese, altho- AlLTAIM (AR ] QT RONERS?Z o UROAX
ugh Lee Young-Jin and Lee aspecific AT TTTElollM A ‘“" L
Jung-Hwa received: a caution color? [ b P NE VXB LOE.
for ungentlemanly conduct in :“" u hp:ﬂﬂ Wmmml
the and 78th minutes, - AR A RN o4 Haul POOR , THE IN LIFE ARE FLEA.
In. the first game M South *| o Q08 o A LIE[A 46 “Shave — Today’s Cryptoquip clue: R equal L
foated Beltmare 8, 1w dev | * sar Sorie A RO The 1.2 substitution cipher In which one
t -3, 8
It was the first victory in | 38 Coume. TPAILITIA] 7 et ece standsfo another  you X equah O, &
the Asian Super CJ) tenor ".;: 48 Sicilian will equal -‘ e
s g o w Sy sl 4y T.':" Skl
the inaugural last ! ftemola 0



