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Thousands of Khmers

defect

PHNOM PENH, Aug 8
Thousands of Khmer Rouge
guerillas, among the top o
cials, defected {o the govern-
ment today Co-Premier Hun
Sen said, and the rebels radio

hinted they included the
former number two, Leng Sary,
reports AFFP.

The announcement came
two months after Khmer
Rouge leader Pol Pot was re-
ported to have died.

"1 am glad to tell you that
SOK Pheap, Division 450, and
Mit Chien. Division 415, have
joined the government,”" Hun
Sen said in a speech com-
memorati the inau ation
of a new television station

He said about 3,000 gueril-
las had defected with the two
commanders. He then inter-
rupted his speech to take a
phone call and said he had just
received "more good news that
some of the other senior lead-
ers will also come along.”

Meanwhile, clandestine
Khmer Rouge radio, monitored
h_f AFP in Bangkok, accused

to govt

Leng Sary. the former foreign
rnlrustrr of the Khmer Rouge's

overnment of Democratic
ﬁunpurhﬂa of bftng a iraitor
and of "selling out.

Mit Chien was the “mayor”
of the rebel economic base at
Pailin in the mnorthwest
provinces of Battambang and
commander of the guerillas’
Division 415. #

Sok Pheap was the com-
mander of Division 450 based
at the rebel's main military
base of Phnom Malai in the
northwest province of Banteay
Meanchey

"I".hi:}.ar cut themselves from
the Khmer Rouge and came to
]nln the ro al government to-

“ Hun Sen said, adding that
lhl.': ‘defections had been nego-
tiated for two months.

Military analysts said the
defections could a fatal blow
to the rebel movement.

Earlier report says:
Two Khmer Rouge officials,
the most senior ever to defect,

joined Cambeodia's government

today. 2

——

China slams Washington's decision

US grants transit visa to
Taiwan's vice president

WASHINGTON, Aug 8: The
United States announced
Wednesday it has granted a
transit visa to Taiwan's Vice
President Lien Chan but
stressed the decision should
not be taken by China as carry-

ing an}' diplomatic weight, re-
ports AFP

This is t of the normal
business at we have done
with Taiwan State Department,
spokesman Nichols Burns said.

It cert does not affect
in any way our official relation-
ship with the People's Repub-
lic of China.

Lien will arrive in New York
on August 12 and leave on Au-
gpull to to the Dominican

ere he will attend
elcct Leonel Fernandez.

make public appearances dur-
ing his stay in the United
States and there will be no of-.
ficial meetings, the State De-
partment said. -

Meanwhile, China swiftly
slammed the US decision to

ant a transit visa to Taiwan

ice President Lien Chan to-
day, warming that the move
was aimed at creating inde-
pendence for the island.

"Facts have proved that the
genuine motives of the so-
called transit through the US
by the Taiwanese authorities is
to carry out stop-over diplo-
macy and create two Chinas or
one China and one Taiwan." :.
Foreign Ministry spokesma
said.

"We are firmly opposed to
it" and demand t the
United States "honours the

|

Chechens still in
control of streets
in centre Grozny

GROZNY. Aug 8: Violent
fighting resumed at dawn to-
day in Grozny where pro-inde-
pendence fighters were still in
control of streets in the centre
of the Chechen capital, reports

AFE'usslan helicopters could
be heard firing at r ar in-
tervals on rebel positions in
the outskirts of Staroprom-

lovsky Et Zavodskoy. A rebel
Emmander Sultan Baskhayev,
safid the Chechens controlled
the entire centre of the
t::apita.l But he acknowledged
ndirectly that after two days of
ﬂght:ln.g they had not yet taken
any government buildings
which symbolise Russian
control over the city,

AP adds: Russian warplanes
strafed the burning Chechen
capital as government forces
fou for control. of the city's
center against the biggest
rebel offensive since a spring
cease-fire. |

Rebels surrounded soldiers
holding checkpoints and

ernment buildings

on

International

‘Gowda urged to prevent passage of CTBT

BJP urges govt to test,

deploy nuclear arms

NEW DELHI, Aug 8: India's
main opposition party urged
the government on Wednesday
to test and deploy nuclear
weapons piling pressure on
the new leaders to block a

bal test ban treaty, reports

uter.

"India must go nuclear for
its own security compulsions,”

| United News of India quoted

Brijesh Mishra, the foreign af-
fm kesman of the right-

P (BJP), as sa
‘“Hf v

shra urge Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda's
tweo-month old government to
prevent passage of the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT), being negoti-.
ated in Geneva. Delegateés are
striving to wrap up the talks by
August 15.

indu Bharatiya Janata

draft treaty
cormmit tht': nuclear powers te
a timetable for total disarma-
ment, but the BJP said the f

resent
oes not

s the
use it

India op

government was not vigorous
enough in its stand. |

India exploded a nuclear
device in 1974 but says it has
no nuclear weapons, experts
believe India and neighbouring
Pakistan could swiftly assemble.
nuclear arms.

"We must conduct une or
more nuclear tests in order to
design muclear warheads for
our missiles, “ the ‘Press Trust
of India quoted Mishra as say-

Mishra adopted a tougher
stand than the BJP took during
the campaign for general elec-
tions earlier this year and a
12-day stint in power in Nay.

BJP sai

India's 22-
build
,short of calling fur tests,

Durin thr.,- campalgn, the

H wnud reverse

folh:y and

nuc ear stopped

Mishra said in the Geneva

talks the government was fo-
cusin
woul
the accord before
come into force. New Delhi has

on a provision which
requlre India to ratify
it could

said this imposes unacceptable

limits on its sovereign right to

decide.
Mishra said the treaty also
fell short because it would nei-

ther rein in the five nuclear
powers’ arsenals nor prevent
them from perfecting weapons
in laboratory tests. The five
declared nuclear powers are
Britain, China,

France, Russia

Dole for overturning
citizenship guarantee
of child born on US soil

SAN. DIEGO, Aug 8

Declaring illegal immigraUun

has r:ac:htd "crisis pro r*
tions” ublican leaders
called ﬂl‘l ednesday fﬂr a

constitutional amendment to
overturn a 128
antee of citizenship of any
child born on US soil, reports
Reuter.

year-old guar-

The Republican Party's plat-

form committee adopted a
proposal that citizenship be
denied to children born in the
United States to parents who
are not long term legal resi-
dents — a category coverin

undocumented aliens an

some foreigners in the country
legally as well.

Seeking to capitalise on

Ppublic outrage over illegal im-
migration platform writers
voted unanimously in favour of
the plan, a direct challenge to
“| a_longstanding
shrined in’ the fourteenth

guarantee en-

that we're rea

vention set to being

amendment to the cnnstitur
tion.

The proposal was part of a

series of measures calling for
beefed up restrictions and:
criminal penalties against ille-
gal immigrants. Amon

I.he

toughest proposals to rt
immigrants, both legal an il-
legal, convicted of _such

crimes, as domestic violence,
staiking child abuse, child ne-
glect and child abandonment-

This sends the message
dy to strengthen

our laws, said Florida repre-

sentative Bill McCollum. a

leading copservative voice on

immigration policy.

If the plan is approved at
the Republican national con-
on Monday .
in San Diago it becomes part of
the official manifesto nominee-
in waiting Bob Dole will carry
into the campaign against
President Bill Clinton.

Wednesday.
Serbs ban further
exhumation of
mass graves on
their territory

BELGRADE, 8: Bosnian
Serbs have ban further ex-
humation of mass graves on
their territory, sa Muslims
and  Croats had obstructed
such’ {:xhumatinna on their
territory, the Bosnian Serb:
SRNA news agency reported
Wednesday, reports AP.

There was no immediate
reaction from international of-
ficials or representatives of the
Muslim-Croat federation.

If carried out, the self-
styled Bosnian Serb govern-
ment's ban likely would stop
the largest exhumation in the
Srebrenica region in eastern
Bosnia.

The dispute over reciproc-
ity started a week ago when
the scheduled exhumation of
65 remaining Serb bodies from

ation of President-

He will return to New York

on August 17 to change planes
en route to . Burns said.
The Tllwm Vice Presi-
dent will not be allowed to

ERIErny

Israeli minister to meet Arafat:

Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordecha is to meet
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat late this month to discuss
the withdrawal of Israell troops from the West Bank town of
Hebron. a television report in Jerusalem said, AFP reports
from Jerusalem.

The location of the August 18 meeting was not mentioned
in the rc?ort on channel two television.

Most Israeli troops were to have withdrawn from Hebron
in March under the accords establishing Palestinian autonomy
on the West Bank but the pullout was delayed by former
Prime Minister Shimon Peres after a wave of [slamic suicide
bombings in the Jewish state.

L] [ ]

Floods kill 26 in S 2 Floodwater, rocks
and mud slides deluged a camping an:a in the Pyrenees
mountains. killing at least 26 gcr.uplc and Injuring many more,
reports said, AP reports from

Flooding and a series of pnud avalanches, cauu-cd by two
days of heavy rainfall during Spain's vacation season. also
overturned cars on nearby roads, the EFE news agency said.

Parts of the demolished ca d were strewn as far as
one kilometre (half mile) from the site.

?J]Etu authﬁtlu yesterday began inspec n!)a type ol

rrcu considered the chief suspect in the country's worsi
outbreak of food poisoning In hnlf a century, as farmers’
fretted over falling A.P%’ reports from Tnk}ru

With hctdlincl Iﬂ:e sprnutmg rn.dl-h shock ..." dominating
daily newspapers, and supermarkets hamng sales of the
offending plant, Health and Welfare Minister Naoto Kan
moved to prevent a consumer . Kan told parliament the
farm suspected of distributing the contaminated cress had
"suspended shipments” and packages of the popular parnish
now nttlng on store shelves do not pose any risk” to

3tod1eforﬂeshtrademChma.

convicted of tricking country giris into working
in brutht in the boomtowns adjacent to Hong Kong have
been sentenced to death in southwestern Sichuan province
AP reports from Beijing
Bai antn. a young woman from Sichuan, was convicted of-

solemn commitment it has
made on Taiwan so as not to
bring new damage to Sino-US
ties." he added.

Iurhl O girls from Guizhou, an impoverished inland
with the promise o &)‘;}bs in Guangdong, across the
Imm Ho I'Enug the cial newspaper Sichuan Daily

reported. Instead of getting high paying jobs. six of the giris
were sent to work in "beauty a.rII:nrs fronts for porn shops

and brothels, said the H‘.‘pﬂ[“l‘. It did not say what happened to

the other four girls.
d -
erﬁ in hnga ed a

More than 10,000
massive protest yesterday an interim pcaf:t with
Muslim rebels. while Presi Fidel Ramos again appealed
for calm. AFP reports from Zamboanga

The s in this mainly-Christian city rallied outside
a hotel where senators were discussing the peace plan
between the government and the Muslim insurgent Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLF)

King Hussein of Jordan (L) shakes hands with Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat (R) upon his arrival to Agapa air-
port Wednesday. Arafat is in Jordan to meet King Hussein
to discuss thie peace process and his last meeting with Is-

raeli Prime Mimister Netanyahu.
—AFP/UNB photo

a mass grave in the wll 0
Kamen, near the Croat-held
town of Glamoc in western
Bosnia, was concealed without
explanation.

Iran complains

to UN for US
violations of
its airspace

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 8:
Iran complained to the United
Nations gleﬂntudly that US
aircraft violated its
and carried out provecative
acts three times last Saturday,
reports Reuter.

In a letter to Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
Iranian UN envoy Kamal Khar-
razi said a US fighter plane
broke the sound barrier over
Bushehr, in the northern Gulf,
at 1745 and that more than 20
US F-14 and F-15 fighters
were observed nearly six hou
alter 30 miles (50 kmj) south
ol Bushehr.

At 2300, he said, a US
fighter flying from west to east
violated Iranian airspace.

Clinton vows to
continue search
for life on Mars

WASHINGTON, Aug B8:
President Bill Clinton on
Wednesday vowed (o continue
ll::mﬁn‘mﬁ]e I’g life en H?ni lol-

t scovery of clues
that primitive life forms inhab-
:rr# the red planet., reports

“1 am determined that the

American space programme
will put its full intellectual
power and technological

owess behind the search for
urther evidence of life on
Mars ® Clinton said at the
White House.

The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
[HASM Wednesday discussed

dxme?fthatiﬂmpkuu
crmr.-n ¢ form of life resem-
bat:tu'lnmlyhaveud-bd

un ars some Lhree billion
years. -

That conclusion was based
on evidence found in a mete-
orite from Mars that landed on
earth about 13,000 years ago.
said NASA Administrator
Daniel Goldin.

[sraeli jets.
rocket Hezbollah

posts in Lebanon

BAALEEK, Lebanon. Aug 8:
Israeli Air Force jets rocketed
Babion's SyTian policed Beka

Syrian policed Bekaa

alley for a second time before

da'-'n today. security sources
said, reports Reuter.

The sources said the jets
fired rockets in two raids
lhnut an hour apart into tar-

bdun?n' to tht anti-Is-
raeli pro-lranian Hezbollah

group near the town of Baalbek
in the Bekaa.

Reuter reporter Ramez Is-
m.lﬂ said from Baalbek that

tﬁmhﬂmu—

at the attack-
tn second raid.
air attacks followed the

killing of one Israeli seldier

and the 1o two

others in a attack on

thetr out mﬂ-.:l:hl.nb-mH
on

Hezbollah had claimed respon-
sibility for the assault and a
earlier attack on Monday.

|

"and the United States. .

Four of seven Mujaheddin POWs, including a Moroccan, two Jordanians, an Algerian and
two Palestinians exchanged with a Boenian pilot by the Crgatian authorities for four Croats
and a Swedish mercenary, cross the Neretva River near Mostar Wednesday. Under the

Dayton pence accords all prisoners were to have heen freed in January.

— AFP/UNB photo

Lankan jets, artillery
pound LTTE posts

COLOMBO, Aug
Lankan warplanes and artillery
pounded Tamil rebel positions
Thursday, trying to crack the
Euerillas fierce defence  of
their largest stronghold. mﬂl—
tary officials saiqd, ‘Fm

For three days, il Tig:r
rebdls have blocked the mili-
tary's assault on Kilinochchi,
ane of the last towns still un-
“der rebel control, in a key bat-
tle of the 13-year civil war.

Rebel fighters in heavily for-
tified bunkers and dug into ir-
rigation ditches have rained
rockets and mortars on the
armour and infantry columns,
haltin%{ the advance about
three kilometers (two miles)
north of Kilinochchi.

Official reports of casualties
usually are delayed by a day. By
Wednesday, the army sai 381
people had been killed in the

8: -5rt

diers and destroying six tanks.

Kilinochchi, which had a
peacetime population of
20,000, controls the shell-gut-
ted hi hway from the Sin-
halese-dominated south to the
Tamil-populated Jaffna Penin-
sula in the north.

The battle also is important
for morale following recent
setbacks by each side.

Last Decembér, the army
evicted the Tlgers from their
political and military head-
quarters in Jaffna City. Last
month, the guarillas routed’
nearly 1.400 soldiers in the
east coast base of Mullaittivu.

"All attempts by the armed
forces to advance further to-
wards Kilinochchi have been
folled effectively,” the rebels
said in a statement from their
London office on Wednesday, ”

Relief workers say more

NEW DELHI, : India's
two main puljtlcal es at-
tacked the US Senator Hank
Brown Wednesday for visiting
Kashmir, saying his trip to the
northern state amounted to
interference in the country's
internal affairs. r s AFP.

Former Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's Congress (I
said Senator Brown had taken
"undue advantage”™ of New
Delhi's efforts to trans-

. to troubled Kashmir

holding meetings with Mus-
lim separatist guerillas in the
region.

"Brown is known to have
pro-Pakistan sentiments, and
there are other countries
which have a vested interest in
Kashmir,” said Congress Party

leader Syed Sibtey Razi a
former f home minister.
Razi said the Republican

Senator's two-day visit to the
strife-torn Himalayan state
amounted to interference in
India's domestic affairs.

Brown’'s visit to the state
summer capital of Srinagar
had. however, ended specula-
tion that New Delhi had turned
dgwn his requests for a visit to
the state.

India last year uteated a
campaign in the US Congress
by the RepubMcan Senator
which led to the uncapping of
US arms exports worth 368
million dollars to Pakistan,
New Delhi said the move
would heat up an arms race in
South Asia.

criticised a recemt visit

| Key partles attack US senator
for visiting Kashmir

The Congress. whose sup-
port is crucial for India's new
Coalition govermment of Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda, also
to
Kashmir by the US ambassador
in India. Frank Wisner.

® "We should not allow people
to take undue advantage and
meddle with the country's in-

ternal affairs,” Razi, the
Copgress leader, told re-
porters,

The main opposition

Bharatiya' Janata Party (BJP,
Indian gfnplc's Party) also at-
tacked Senator Brown and
Ambassador Wisner for holding
talks with Muslim rebels an
Kashmirl politicians saving
such visits should be discour-
aged.

. -

Ruumn soldiers carry their dead and wounded cnmraden Lo ﬂend them by helicopter out of
Grozny, on Wednesday as Chechen rebels continued their attack on the haadquurtera of the

pru-Hu-mw government in central Grozny.

— AFP/UNB photo

offensive.

including 64 sol-

diers. The rebels said they had
lost 51 fighters, while claiming

|

US China reach accord on CTBT

GENEVA, A : In a
break lrﬂh US ne-
gotiators, has to
support a historic ban
on nuclear test explosions,

Western diplomats said, re-
ports AP.

That leaves India as the
lone holdeut en the compro-
mise treaty developed by the
6]l-nation Conference on
Disarmament.

Western diplomats who
lpn:.thetn The M-;:utad Press
o1l condition anonymit
said the reversal came 2
as Chmml:]::‘l.US tors

on governing in-
specunm of suspected viola-

C‘hlni had objected to a
provision requiring a simple
majority vote of a 51 -nation
executive council to order an
ins :

I said 1t would not
the treaty unless the ty
required was raised to :
quarters, or 38 votes, which
would make it harder to call an
inspection. w Chl-n;ult
negotiators on a -
voie compromise, the diplo-

mats said Wednesday.

The deal is also thought to
include assurances from
W on the surveillance
methods that can be used as a
basis fer Inspections — an-
other Beétjing concern.

The other declared nuclear

— PBritain, France and

— were expected to ap-

prove the deal between China
and the United States.

The agreement was o be
announced to the full confer-
ence Friday after consultations
with other nations.

“We welcome this as further
progress toward an early
agreement on the text," said
British Ambassador Sir Mi-
chael Weston.

Attention now turns to
India, which has threatened to
block the accord.

The conference has been

in Geneva for more
than two years to on a
ireaty te ban nuclear tests.
Conference members have
been charged with drawi
a treaty by consensus, e
will then be formally in
Septcmber by UN members In

New York

India. which has a history of
lensions with neighbours
China and Pakistan. is thought
to have nuclear weapons

it has always denied it
Israel and Pakistan are also be-
lieved to have nuclear capabil-
ity. Some key negotiating na-
tions say without signatures
from all eight nuclear coun-
tries. the treaty is pointless

India has said it will not

the accord, and that enly
a commitment by the five de-
clared nuclear powers to elim-
inate their grsenals will change
its mind.

However, conference mem
bers have pressured India by
placing Its name on a list ol
countries that must sign the
trealy before it can take efleci
That would mean India would
sink the agcord altogether by
not Ung
India has said It would block
the treaty in Geneva unless its
name Is removed from the list

An Indian official close 1o
the Geneva talks refterated
Wednesday that his country in-
lends to hirk the treaty.

o have killed at least 100 sol-

than 200,000 Tamil refugees
who fled when the fighting be-

an may be running short of

ood.

Off the Record

Does she have any secrets left?

LONDON : Does Fe

rgie have any secrets left? That's the
remise of a book deal signed by Allan Starkie,

former™

usiness partner of John Bryan. the American who nibbled

the royal toes. reports AP.
Publisher Michael (O'Mara
said Wednesday he
publish Siarkie s ' book
"Fergie: Her Secret Life." The
publication date and financial |

arrangements were not &

announced.
It wasn't clear what g

secrets the 36-year-old

former wife of Prince Andrew
has left. She was, after all,
only wearing the bottom half
of her swim suit when she
was photographed canoodli
with Bryan. Her financia
problems have consumed
volumes of newsprint.

She has also sold several
photo and interview spreads
to a sympathetic celebrity

magazine.

will s

Jacqueline handled zt -
pretty well

NEW YORK : With his wedding

day approaching, John F,

Kennedy confessed to his bride-to-be about his womanising,

but Jac
new book. reports AP,

"He confessed everything
to Jackie,” former Sern
George Smathers tells author
Edward Klein in "All Too
Human: The Love Story ol
Jack and Jackie Kennedy,
"Women of that class and
generation were raised Lo
turn a blind eye’ to sexuil
peccadilloes.”

The book. excerpts ol
which appear in the
September issue of Vanity
Fair magazine. also says thal
Jackie broke off an
engagement to a Wall Stree!
stock and bond salesman
John G Husted Jr to marry
Kennedy.

The book also says thai
Jackie's mother, Janei.
Auchincloss, plotted to stop
her alcoholic ex-husbani
from walking her daughter
lown the aisle. Mrs

ueline Bouvier "handled it pretty well.”

according to a

Auchincloss sent a relative to gﬂ ddtk Bouvicr drunk
before the ceremony, but Bouvier showed up at the church
anyway. He was relegated to a seat in a corner.

Al slams repression on
minorities in Myanmar

BANGKOK, Aug 8: Myanmar
military continues to detain.
torture and kill minority
groups in spite of ceasefires it
has signed with ethnic insur-
genis. Amnesty International
;&Pnr’ttd Wednesday. reports

A the root of the abuses is
the government practice of
removing Burmese — both ma-
lunt]r Burmans and minority

8 — f[rom their villages

'md ‘I) orcing them into unpaid
Iahnur according to a 14 page
port by the tondnn based
human his gmugf

The US State partment,
the International Labour Or-
ganisation and others have
strongly criticised the prac-
tice

Myanmar ernment did
not iImmediately comment on
the in the past. it has

. deler forced labour as part

of a llrliqn' for creating em-
pl en
?: Amm-lty report, based

on interview with dozens of
Ilurmese refugees in Thailand.
comes on the eighth anniver
sary of a popular uprising
against Burmese military rules

On August 8, 1988, workers
waged a general strike to
protest authoritarian rule and
economic deprivation. Virtually
every town and city in the
Southeast Asian nation of 38
million people arupted in a
mass denunciation ol the gov-
ernment.

Gen. Saw Maung seized
power the lollowing months
and ordered troops to quell

ro-democracy demonsira-
ions throughout the country.
By official count, 425 people
were killed in two weeks.

The current military gov-
ernment has reached cease-
fires wiéh Ig of the ethnic

. But abuses in minority
frﬁf. documented Amnesly
International since 1987, con-
tinue unbated. the organisa-
tion's report contends.



