Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina offering munajat after inaugurating a TV relay station at
Gopinathpur in Jhenidah yesterday.

Commission on local

A hl%h-puwerecl commis-
sion on local government will
be formed soon to make the
grass-roots level institutions
more powerful, effective and
people-oriented, reports UNB.

¢ commission will pro-
pose a strong local government
structure after reviewing the
effectiveness of the past
upazilla system, said LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Zillur
Rahman, adding it will find out
ways and means how to make
the system effective, timely
and welfare oriented.

The minister was talking to
a delegation of the United %Ja—
tions Development Programme
(UNDP) in Dhaka yesterday.

He mentioned that role of
local government institutions
will be exparided further to set
up a strong rural communica-
tion network and protection of
environment.

The minister said Union
Parishad would be in the cen-
tre of development ro-
grammes in the overall local
government structure.

Members of the delegation
informed thiat the UNDP is
ready to give the local govern-
ment commission necessary
fund and technical assistance.

Besides, the UN grgan has
already taken economic assis-
tance expansion programme
for poverty alleviation in urban
and rural areas, protectior of
environmei.t and socio-eco-

2 shot dead

From page 1

The second victim. Ershad,
45, of Jipna village was picked
up by the same gang from his
house at around 9.30 pm. He
was killed in the same way.

The police are yet to find
the cause of the killings.

The bodies were taken to
the Sadar hospital for autopsy.
Separate cases were lodged
with police.

PM: Jobs

From page 1

A large number of leaders
and workers of BNP led by
Jhenidah pourasabha chairman
formally joined Awami League.

UNB adds: In the afternoon
the Prime Minister addressed
the district officials at the Cir-
cuit House. She asked the offi-
cials to go all out to free the
country from the grip of ter-
rorism which she observed
spread like disease allover the
country.

She also directed the offi-
cials to take care of those who
will surrender illegal arms
within the deadline. "Reha-
bilitate them and give them
ﬂ portunity to lead a normal

E‘II

The Prime Minister asked
the administration to maintain
utmost neutrality in discharg-
ing their responsibility.

Newspapermen's
memo to PM

A delegation of the central
CCC of the newspapers and
news agencies submitled a
ﬁien:ntrandum to the Prime

nister yesterday,
iy y Y. reporls

Earlier The Central Coordi-
nation Committee held a rall
at the Jatiya Press Club wit
Fazle Imam in the chair.

The speakers at the rally
urged the authorities con-
cerned to announce the spe-
cific date extending the tenure
of the Fifth Wage Board and
take steps to implement the
dearness allu;ranc: in each
newspaper and news agency.
They also called for mai%'ftau{—

ing status quo in the Ti z
Bﬂﬂﬂﬂ'lhwg e

After the rally a big proces-
sion was brought out from the
Press Club and marched to-
wards the Prime Minister's of-

Police intercepted the

fice.
procession at the Bangla Motor
crossing near Sonargaon Hotel.

govt soon: Zillur

nomic development of rural
WOImern.

The meeting was told that
an integrated and effective
training programme will be
taken up by the UNDP for skill
developmert of the elec ed
union parishad chairmen and
members for rural infrastruc-
tural development and poverty
alleviation.

The UNDFP will also provide
necessary assistance for the
slum development programwne
in the urbar areas.

The mee.ing was attended
among others by State Minis-
ter for Local Government, Ru-

ral Development and Coopera-
tives Syed Abul Hossain, UN
Resident Coordinator Eimi

Watanabe and senior officials of
the ministr .

Transport workers
clash with police
in Barisal : 50 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 7: At east 50

rsons including five consta-

les. were injured in a clash
here this mo j

The clash among the mem-

bers of the Barisal Road Trans-
ort Workers Union, the
arisal Truck Workers Union
and the police took place at
about 10-30 am at the Nathul-
labad central bus terminal.

Witnesses said, the truck
workers were planning to end
their transport strike but they
were resisted by a section of
road transport workers. This
led to the clash.

Later police came to the
spot and lobbed teargas shells
and at one stage baton charged
the angry workers.

During the clash the office
of the Barisal District Road
Transport Workers Union was
ransacked and 5 trucks were
damaged.

Police arrested 18 persons
from the spot.

Customs admn

From page 1

tion known as "GAT valuation.”

"The concept of fixing the
tariff value of goods is ex-
tremely old and not cor-
respond to the ever growing
and changing international
trade situation,” Dr Joardar
said in a paper presented at
Lhe seminar.

He, however, noted that
Bangladesh notified its inten-
tion of delaying the applica-
tion of the Customs Valuation

reement up to December
1999. He sald the country
should gradually adopt the
provisions of the agreement.

From January 1, 2000, few
items which are less risky
from the revenue collection
and execution point of view
might be hrnuﬁ under the
implementation of the ee-
ment. It may be gradually ex-
panded towards full imple-
mentation, the Commerce
Ministry consultant added.

Since a big chunk of rev-
enue earning of Bangladesh
comes from customs duties,
implementation of the Agree-
ment might affect this earning.
he said and suggested the NBR
lo undertake a programme for
Tisk assessment.’

He also said that to imple-
ment the provisions ol the

Agreement, the Customs Ad-
ministration would require in-
formation concerning price.
quality, trade and business of
goods imported in B adesh
which are available through
bulletins, journals and on-line
computer networks.
"Adequate funds have to be

allocated to procure these in-
formation materials,” he
added.

Customs officials will have
to be adequately trained to ac-
quaint themselves with the
new system so that it can be
implemented on a day-to-day
basis with adequate profes-
sional support, he noted.

— PID photo
TV station
From page |

akhali, Brahmanbaria and Ra

jshahi. With the completion ol

these relay centres. entire
Bangladesh will come under
television network.

Hasina said TV which had
been turned into a propaganda
machine by the past govern-
ments will be %:'vrn autonomy
to reflect thoughts and ideas ol
the ple.

Bangladesh Television will
have to play a creative role for
increasing literacy rate and
spreading cultural activities by
giving priority to three basic
elements — education, infor-
mation and entertainment, she
said.

A competition has been
created between BTV and
television channels of other
countries as people are now
viewing programmes of other
channels through satellite, she
said adding that BTV would
have to capture a honourable
place by improving its produc-
tion both technologically and
qualitatively.

"Objectivity and neutrality
in broadcasting news are to be

The function was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Information Prof Abu Sayeed,
Information Secretary Kazi
Ragibuddin Ahmed and Direc-
tor General of Bangladesh
Television Shahriar Z R Igbal.

Education Minister AS H K
Sadeq was also present on the
occasion.

Later. the Prime Minister
unveiled the plaque and went
round the relay centre. She
also planted a sapling at the
centre premnises.

Deve Gowda

From page |

Meanwhile. the foreign sec-
retary-level meeting which be
an at the Hydrabad House
ere today opened discussions
on the entire gamut of rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries, particularly focussing on
a resolution of the Ganges wa-
ter issue and trade.

Bangladesh side at the talks
presented the Indian side with
a list of 326 priority items for
tariff concessions and with-
drawal of quantitative restric-
tions.

Farooq Sobhan who had a
very busy day also called on In-
dian Water urces Minister
Jnaneshwar Mishra with whom
he had fruitful talks on sharing
of the Ganges water.

The Bangladesh side. amo-
ng others. included Bangla-
desh High Commissioner to
India CM Shafi Sami, Addi-
tional Forei Sccrttalar Ah-
med Tareq m, two deputy
high commissioners and offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Commerce and Joint Rivers
Commission of Bangladesh
-while Indian side is 1 In-
dian Foreign Secretary Salman
Haider.

WB: Expenditure

From page 1

ance of ADP capital expendi-
ture and current budget allo-
cation has to be made to en-
sure sufficient resources for
operation and maintenance of
infrastructures.

More public resources
could be pooled to be invested
in social sectors by initiating
private sector investment in
telecommunication, energy
and manufacturing and by re-
ducing spending on food sub-

sidy programmes and the pro-
vision of agricultural inputs,
the PER report maintained.
Reviewing the trends in the
sectoral composition of ADP
during FY 1990-95, it hijh-
lighted that infrastructure &nd
energy together have contin-
ued to be the largest claimants
of ADP resources with their
share rising from 39 per cent
in FY '90 to 45 per cent in FY
'95. Transport has accounted
for 49 per cent of this in-
crease, and power 36 rter
cent.
While ADP spending has

in nominal terms since FY '90,
the share of the production
sectors has declin
from 33 pe:r cent in FY '90 to

20 per cent in FY '95,

Bangladesh will receive an
additional aid grant of 14.55
million US dollars equivalent
to Tk 59.65 crore from the
Linited States for three on go
ing development projects. re-
poris UUNB.

The two countries signed
three agreements to this effect

in Dhaka yesterday. The pro-
jects are being financed by the
United States Agency for In-
ternational Development
(USAID).

Officials said the three pro-
jects where the grants will be
utilised are: Agro-based Indus-
tries and Technology Devel-

opment Project [(ATDP).
Women's Enterprise Develop-
ment Project DP) and -

480 Title 1l Food Programme

The .:Frtl‘:n’ltﬂl for ATDP
increased the total project
amount from four million to 10
million US dollars. The private
entrepreneurs who deal with
the agri-inputs, agro-process
ing equipment, poultry and
livestock will get assistance
from the ibusiness Credit
Fund (AC under the pro
gramime.

The WEDP project, being
implemented by Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation through a project
agreement with USAID, will
have an additional 1 050 mil
lion US dollars. The latest
agreement brings USAID sup-
»ort to WEDP to 4 1 million
IS dollars.

The funds support training.
credit for on-lending to poor
women. technical assistance,
commodity procurement and
operational expenses, started
in September |992

The 5-year WEDFP project
sceks Lo assist poor women (o
own and operate viable enter

rise in the Informal sector.
Inder the current phase ol
the project, over 34 000

women have received loans
training and business advice
through 40 field offices.
Additionally, WEDP-sup
ported enterprisers have pro-
vided paid employment for

'‘Remove extra Bumpers
from jeeps, buses'
Traffic Department of the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
DMP ordered owners to re-
move extra bumpers fixed on
their jeeps microbuses and
buses within seven days from
yesterday, as this violates Mo-
tor Trans Ordinance 1983
A DMP press release said if the
extra bumpers were not re-
moved within the stipulated

date. legal action will be taken
againal the violators. reports

for 3 projects

29 000 poor men and women

The new [ood aid agree-
mernl under the PL-480 pro
gramme will provide 23 000
metric tons of food aid valued
at 7.5 million US dollars to
Bangladesh in 1996. Wheat will
be used by the primary and
mass education division for the

Food for Education Pro-
gramime.
Since 1991, PL-480 Title

Il agreements have generated
nearly Tk 800 crore. Of the
amount, about Tk 106 crore
has been programmed for
agriculture, Tk 314 crore for
health and family welfare, Tk
|5 crore for water and sanita
tion, Tk 279 crore for prima
and mass education and Tk 1!
crore for the Palli Karma Sa
hayak Foundation, an NGO
implemented activity for
poverty alleviation

Additional Secretary of the
Economic Relations rzlivmmn
(ERD) Mohammad Shahidul
Alam. Charge d'Affaires of US
Embassy in Dhaka Nancy J
Powell and Acting Director of
USAID Lisa Chiles signed the
three agreements on behalfl of
their respective governments

Garments factory
robbery : Tk 3

lakh recovered
By Staff Correspondent

Police yvesterday recovered
Tk three lakh out of Tk 25
lakh looted from a garments
[actory at Shewrapara in the
city last month

Tk 5 lakh 92 thousand was
recovered earlier

A special squad ol the De
tective Hranch (DB) recovered
the money fromm Noagaon wvil
lage under Saratl thana ol
Brahmanbaria district early
yesterday police said

One assaulted,
dies in hospital
By DMC Correspondent

A young man severely as-
saulted by an unidentified gang
al Tejgaon in the city Monday
evening, died at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) yesterday.

The victim, Arif, 25, son of
one Tolazzal Hossain was
picked up by some five per-
sons from near his house at
the BG Press Staff Quarters in
Tejgaon. A worker in an engi-
neering workshop, Aril was
severely assaulted by the gang,
hospital sources quoting his
relatives said.

VYacuum Cleaner

DHAKA THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 199

BNP protests
atrocities on
nationalist
forces

3 ]EI':IP Secretary General Ab-
ul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterda
alleged that the ruling hnlri
League had been ating
atrocities on the nationalist
forces since it assumed power
in a bid to destroy them. re-
ports UNB.

“Thousands of BNP leaders
and supporters have fled their
respective areas in the face of
continued torture. The situa-
tion is getting worse da
day.” he mdr::'n: i{r;.:
with the leaders the BNP
and its front organisations of
Cox's Bazaar district at party
central office yesterday momn-
ing

The ruling party has
mounted repressive measures
on BNP supporters ahead of
the parliamentary byelection,
Mannan Bhuiyan said,
that thousands of his party
members have been sent to jail
in 'false’ cases "The sa-
tion process of the ruling party
has now taken its naked tumn.”

Turning to parliament ses

sion. the BNP leader sald his
party was I(rying its best to

make the Jatiya Sangsad effec-
tive and play a constructive
role despite l{u' step-brotherly
attitude of the ruling party.

"It's very unfortunate . . the
governing rrly Is not allowing
us (o speak on the floor. They
(AL) are making undesirable
comiments and statements vio-
lating the Rules of Procedure
of parlament lo des the

image of BNP. The AL MPs are
delivering long speeches tak-
ing the advantage of their party

Speaker,” he sald in support of
his contention

But the BNF MPs are being
deprived of chance for refu
the 'false and libelous’ l.lhﬁ:
tions being presented by the
Treasury bench members, he
regretted.

Mannan Bhuiyan further al-
lefcd that state-run TV was
televising the enlire state-
ments and comments made
the Awami League while that of
BNP MPs are being cast par-
tially.

He sald the BNP should
have been given the u-
nity to in the l'm
refute the allegations.

Outgoing students of the Philosophy Department, Dhaka University, brought out a colourful

rally on the campus yesterday.

—- Star photo

expanded in the social sectors,
with their combined spending
rising annually by 34 per cent

noticea bly

Obituary ref on Sharifuddin

From page 1
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad

Azad made brief speeches
paying tributes to their late
colleague. Besides, the Spea-
ker, also announced names of
18 more legislators, whom he
could not give time to speak
about Sharifuddin.

Leader of the Opposition
Begum Khaleda Zia cﬁg not at-
tend the sitting yesterday.

After a two-hour discus-
sion, the House adopted the
obituary reference.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad also conducted a
munajat for the salvation of
the departed soul, before the
Speaker adjourned the sitting
at 7:40 pm to meet again at 4
pm today.

There was no other busi-
ness in the House yesterday,
according to precedence of
the House.

Sharifuddin Ahmed, elected
MP from Habiganj-2 con-
stituency twice (1991 and
1996), died at the PG Hospital
in the city at 10:42 pm Tues-
day after a prnlnnﬁed illness.
He hailed from village Jatra-
pasha under Baniachong thana
in Habiganj district.

As an expression of respect
to the late deputy, a number of
MPs irrespective of their party
affiliations, unanimously en-
dorsed a proposal of JP MP
Hussain Mohammad Ershad to
construct a road connecting
Baniachong with Ajmiriganj
and name it after Sharifuddin.

Sharifuddin Ahmed in a call
attention notice on July 24 had
drawn the attention of fthe
Communications Minister for

| constructing the road.

Prime Minister and Leader
of the House Sheikh Hasina

also asked the Communica-
tions Minister, who was not
present in the House yester-
day, to construct the road im-
mediately to honour the last
desire of the late MP and name
it after him.

In her five-minute speech,
Hasina paid glowing tributes to
the late MP and said his death
caused an irreparable loss for
the nation.

"He was a freedom fighter, a
good teacher, a lawver and also
a sports organizer. He was an
honest and sincere man and
lelt his mark in crucial periods
of history; during the six-peint
movement, '69 uprising and
even in the last democratic
movement for establishing
peoples’ franchise.” Hasina

N'ganj poura
polls Sept 29

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 7: The
Election Commission (EC) has
announced the schedule for
September 29 election of
Narayanganj Pourashabha.

ere has been no election
in this Pourashabha since
February 11, 1984,

According to a press release
of the EC, the last date of filing
nomination papers for 24 ward
commissioners and the munic-
iipalit:f chairman is September

The scrutiny of the nomina
lion papers will be held on
September 2. The last day for
withdrawal of nominations is
September B,

said. "He died iless altho-
ugh he was MP twice. This is
rare’.

She also prayed for the sal-
vation of the d soul and
expressed her heart-felt sym-
Eglish}r' ::'ﬁtl}']m:ﬂfv members of the

eav ;

Deputy Leader of the Oppo
sition Badruddoza Chowdhury
said "Sharifuddin left no trea-
sure but only geop]es' affection
that he earned by his honesty
and sincerity.” "Sharifuddin
never compromise with ideals.
I salute him," said Chowdhury.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad d told the House
that the Prime Minister gave
Tk 10.000 to the wife of Shiaii-
fluddin and assured that she
would bear the education ex-
penses of his children.

JP Chairman H M Ershad.
who took the floor yesterday
lor the first time proposed
construction of the Bania-
chong- jmirllgarﬂ road naming
it after Sharifuddin.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibira, Abdul Mannan, Dewan
Farid Gazi, Enamul Hagqg
Mostafa Shahid, Abdul Momen,
Sultan Mohammad Mansur
Ahmed and Abdus Shahid of
Awami League, Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, Khandaker Delwar
Hussain, Hafizuddin Ahmed.
BB, Jainal Abedin Faruq, Alhaj
Dr Md Ali, A K M Hafizur Rah-
man, Abul Kalam Azad and
Goutaam Chokravarthi of BNP
and Begum Rawshan Ershad,
Abu Lais Md Mebin Chowd-
hury, Nasiruddin Chowdhury of
JP and AS M Rab of JSD ( )
and Delwar Hussain Saidee of
Jamaat-e-Islami also ke to
show respect to their late col-
league.

Sri Lanka is interested to

| import medicine from B -

desh, the wvisiti Lankan
in Dhaka

UNB.

A H M Fawzie. Minis-
ter for Health H s and
Social Services of Sri Lanka.

said this a with
Health and Family ifare
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf at
his office.

The two ministers ex-

pressed their interest in mu-
tual ation in heaith and
medicare sector.
ng his country’'s in-
terest in importing medicine
from Bangladesh the Sri
Lankan Minister said decision
in this would be taken
later after further discussion
between the two countries.
Welcomi the Sri Lankan
Minister, Yusuf said
since Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka are neighbours the types
of disease are also similar in
the two countries.
Both the countries can be
benefited by sharing their ex.
and exchanging ex-
, the Hinlﬂut;l:l also
emph mut coopera-
u;mﬁeﬂ of higher edu-
catilon and research in

medicine.
The Lankan

Pall of gloom
grips JS

By Nazmul Ashraf

Minister ex-

A pall of gloom gri the
Jatiya Sangsad y as it
had an unusu calm sitting.

condoling the sudden demise
of ruling Awami League mem-
ber Sharifuddin Ahmed.

Unlike on any other day,
lawmakers irrespective of
their party affiliations remem-
bered the late legislator with
profound grief and great re-
gards. He mni;u a}:; un-
COMIMOon perso ty in the po-
litical arena.

The members belonging to

various ruﬂu forgot their po-
litical rivalry for those mo-

ments. The usual noises,
and hot debate were

missing from the
The -stricken mem-
of parliament were

bers

Seern m‘ lis to
their speaking ut
the rare qualities of late Shari-
fuddin Ahmed. Side-talks were
seldom seen during the about
two-hour sitting.

Participants in the discus-
sion on an obit reference,
adopted by the House, were
unanimous that the honest,
dedicated and au:;rlc-liﬂng
parliamentarian had left no
wealth but people’'s affection
and love.

They also shared the view
that the ideals and principles,
left Sharifuddin, is exem-
plary for politicians of the
country.

Twenty-five lawmakers in-
cluding the Leader of the
House Sheikh Hasina, Deputy
Leader of the ition Prof
Badruddoza Choudhury and
Jatiya Party chief H M Ershad
spoke on the occasion paying

owing tributes to Sharifud-
n. Their voices were at times
emotion-choked, creating a
sombre atmosphere in the

lained the measures taken by

is government to ensure bet-
ter medicare to the peopile of
his country.

Both sides also i
regular exch of visits of
experts to identify the particu-
lar fields of cooperation in
health and medicine sector.

Health and Family
Secretary Mohammad Ali, Sri

Lankan High Commissioner in
Bangladesh S B a and

high officials of the ministry
and concerned departments
were present.

Tornado hits 2
Kutubdia unions

COX'S BAZAR. Aug 7: At
least five were injured
and 35 lling houses de-
siroyed when a tornado lashed
two unions of Kutubdia thana
last night. BSS.

The tornado. lasting for
about six minutes, lashed
Lemshijhali and Durung vil-
lages at the dead of night at a
speed of about 70 kilometres
per hour, said TNO sources.

Sleeping vill 8. panicked
h: rm;]ng wi “I:e;sfm leaving
their homes persons.
two of them women. were se-
riously injured. The tornado
razed 35 kutcha houses and

damaged an unspeci-

fied num of semi-pucca
houses.

Tornado-hit ple were
took shelter at different flood
reliel centres. E

Judicial process

From page |

aries and records of these,
found that the system needed
to be streamlined. Naimuddin
added “the findings of the re-
port published in 1989 are
still relevant.”

"Lack of commitment and

dedication on the of the
{udir:ial personnel, the
ack of accountability are the

root causes for delay in dis-

posal of c .. the repeort
mentioned. % in metropo-
litan areas, such as Dhaka city,

very few presiding judges take
their seat u at 10:00
am and rise at 4:30 pm, and
Nardly any

presiding judges
work after lunch.” it pointed
out.

"Barring some exceptions at
the senior level, it has been
found to be the uniform prac-
tice in all subordinate courts of
the coun that not more than
two hours judicial work is
done each ar in the court’S
the report i

"Alarming lack of supervi-
sion at all st in the subor-
dinate courts” was also
out. "The default made by the
district judges in this respect
being the most disturbing”. the
report noted. :

"There has been practically
no inspection, no accountabil-
ity over the last few and
indiscipline sgéms to plague
most of the original courts, it
said. "The judges in-charge of
individual courts and depart-
ments do not exercise effec-
tive supervision over work of
their staff as provided in the
rules.” it adth:rr
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