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The Educational
Challenge

In her inaugural address to a conference on
primary education, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on Tuesday underlined the need for uniform ed-
uecational standards in the country. The issue has
seldom, if ever, received the attention of policy-
makers. That the Prime Minister is alive to the
problem augurs well but we are interested to
know if her government has any specific plan to
take the bull by the horn. The absence of a com-
prehensive policy on education has been respon-
‘'sible for wide variations in the standards of edu-
cation. Now there reigns a virtual chaos at the
primary level ot education.

It is a Himalayan task to narrow the qualitative
gaps in the three streams of education on offer.
Even if we do not take into account the various
methods and curricula within a stream —private
English medium to be precise — there is little
chance of effecting comparable standards be-
tween the general primary education and
madrasa education. Both primary and madrasa
education cannot compete with the English
medium schooling for reasons understandable.
There is. howevér, no question of bringing the
three streams at par by lowering the quality of
the best among them. The effort should be di-
rected towards raising the standard of the other
two lagging far behind. We are really bored of
hearing the same statement that education has
received the highest budgetary allocation. Now
we would like to see results. Is the allocation
enough for delivering what is needed for a coun-
try that boasts enormous human resources. To
ensure the resources meaningful utilisation we
need modern and scientific education. But we
are still stuck in the three-stream dilemma.
When opportunities at the primary level are so
discriminatory and a little more than one-third of
the population barely qualify to be literate — not
to confuse with the more fortunate ones' func-
tional literacy — it is too much to expect that the
human resource can be made desirably produc-
tive. 2
What we need is a radical reform of our educa-
tion system. We need a vision of education that
will bring out the best of our human and cultural
traits. We have to create people of peace, ethics,
professional ability and self-respect. For all this,
foundation has to be laid at the primary stage.

—

'Drug Situation Terrible

Bravo! The Home Minister went out on Tuesday
on an incognito Harun-al-Rashid-style expedition
to get the teel of the drug netherworld. He was
not without his Masroor — police top boss Azizul
Hug. In a bustee near the Magh Bazar railway
level-crossing, they found three youngmen buy-
-ing phensidyl — three phials at 120 Taka each.
The police boss enquired if the seller could sup-
ply him 300 phials readily. Yes, was the ready
reply.

Keeping intact their cover they went up to
.Demra police station to lodge a complaint against

the regular trafficking. The response from the
station people fell far short of the required.

Afterwards the same night Home Minister
‘Rafiqul Islam described the situation to reporters
as terrible. Well, Minister Islam must be knowing
that he hasn't seen even the tip of the narcot‘ic
iceberg. The expedition must stee: his resolve to
swoop down on drug trafficking. And this has be-
come immensely more urgent irc the backdrop
Eliadah McCord's amnesty.

If any one knows his Bangladesh, he knows
what do the youths, impecunious and opulent
alike, do after dusk. A %’eat many of them, that is,
Minister Islam would find a far more important
-quarry in the so-called pharmacies of the towns
in the interior — starting with, say, Narayanganj.
The business, for many of them, is dealing in nar-
cotic drugs. The phensidyl circle could perhaps
be broken with comparative ease. But not tﬁe
more dangerous one — the roaring business in
opium and canabis derivatives, [t seems that a
whole generation has fallen for these and is more
than halfway being lost to society.

We congratulate the minister on his expedition
but at the same time caution him that this would

only whet our thirst for much more better things

to come on the law and order front.

World-class Cuisine

Bangladeshi food can be a world-class cuisine.
=0 said a prominent headline on yesterday's Daily
Star front page. One who knows the matter and is

- also Bengalee enough would possibly take the po-
sition that our national dish had always been up to
world's best standards — only that the world did
not ever have a chance to know it. Perhaps main
because Bengalees never went for empire build-
ing. -

The leaders of the Bangladesh Caterers
Association in UK who are now in city spoke on
Tuesday in a seminar held to impress upon gov-
ernment the importance of the Bangladeshi ca-
tering enterprise in UK. For the government the
same occasion presented a chance to encourage
expatriates to invest in Bangladesh. It was the ca-
tering leaders who confidently expressed the
hope that, if there were right planning and man-
agement, Bangladeshi dishes could also win the
world as has been done by the Italian pizza. So
very true. Which Bangladeshi dish would offer
pizza a competition? It is chicken tenduri, ac-
cording to them. But how much 'Bangladeshi' is
that dish?

Going uncompromisingly for the genuine and
p authentic — the real stuff — is a surer key to suc-
cess in the market-place. The merchandise you
offer must carry with it culture which would sell

harm in beating others in the tenduri also..
But there are some other mughlai meat dishes
peculiar to Dhaka and doubtlessly top class.
Rezala, for one. And then there are the famous
chaaps and glassies of mutton which the enter-
prising brave ones should not forget about.
The world is going veg — slowly but steadily.
There is a whole world there to be won for the
Bengalee entrepreneurs.. ‘

it high and also more. Nevertheless, there is no-

With the knowledge that Indian

The De Beers Make-believe

origin stuff may not be entirely acceptable to the Pakistani Palate if it is found

coming from India, De Beers is probably the "Trojan Horse" being used as the acceptable face camouflaging
the Indian connection and the direct coniribution that every Pakistani citizen who can afford diamonds will

_make towards the Indian economy.

EARLY 50 years alfter Fa
kistan became an inde-
‘ftndenl country. the
diamond people have disco-
vered we exist and seem to be
coming to towmn in rather a bi
way Having flouted a bevy o
teasingly clad models wearing
expensive diamonds and hip-
hugging saris in front of a very
select and wow-ing audience,
De Beers iIs now seductively
talking about inexpensive
diomonde for the average
Pakistani ket
Since this South African di-
amond conglomerate is hardly
a philanthropic institution and
the sales promotion in
Pakistan is being locally han-
dled by an experienced adver
tising/PR firm that has obvi
ously done its homework. they
probably know something that
we don't. According to most
analysts, Pakistan is in a deep
economic crisis, the average
man in the street. the middle
class and the moderately
wealthy have all been hit hard
in descending order of misery
ie. the most miserable are
synonymous ‘with the most
poverty-stricken
Even the upper middle
class and moderately wealthy
(the upwardly mobile or
“yuppies’) have food and utility
bills rather than diamonds on
their minds
So have the De Beers mar
ket analysis team gone bonkers
in tgdng io penetrate such a
rapidly disintegrating market
or have they suddenly discov-
ered a hitherto latent love for
Pakistan that has aroused their
philanthropic instincts?
Given Pakistan s strong par

~allel] economy (may it last
long!). rapid decline of the
Pakistani Rupee against most

international currencies, the

wing enthusiasm ol revenue
officials with respect to ferret
ing out real estale acquisitions
[and the official and/or unotli-
cial tax thereof). the increas-
ing lack of lustre among the
"upwardly mobile" for gold as a
hedging asset. etc. diamonds
may have acquired a new
meaning for so many reasons,
prime among them being as a
status symbol in this very ma-
terial world for the noveau
riche.

Someone had the effrontery
in this poverty-stricken land to
display diamond-studded
jeans, it is believed that there
was no dearth of buyers for
this sickening monstrosity.

Selling diamonds to suit the
common pocket in Pakistan
may not be a sick joke after all!

Those Pakist who have a
penchant (and the where-
withal) to acquire these

“inexpensive’ diamonds need
to have a short course of intro
duction in diamond's commer-
cial history vis a vis South Asia.
Most of the world's commer-
cial diamonds (at least 75 per
cent) arrive uncut in India at a
comparatively low price, India
being not only the largest
market for the finished prod-
ucts hut also the biggest as far
as expertise for the cutting
anrldpoll.shing of uncut dia
MoOnas

After a
finishing process,

sophisticated
the dia-

monds assure a new value,
much in excess of the rela-
tively cheap labour that wenit
into vahie addition to its finish-
ing stage e g a rough. uncut
S1000 may

diamond worth

Education. transport and
medicines are mostly out of
their reach, theirs is a 15th
century existence with 20th
century problems. There is a
social obligation here that re-
guires not only the govern-
ment to make a sacrifice but
for those also who can afford
diamonds to at least try and do
so. However one cannot prag-
matically expect many of those
being targetted by De Beers as
potential customers to sud-
denly discover a social or a
moral conscience and help the
heipless in any positive way,
the least they can do is to re-
strict to some extent the
spending the countrys hard
earned foreign exchange in
unnecessary purchase of these
non-prodifkctive but expensive

precious stones. ;
Tius is particularly galling

because almost all the value
addition from the diamond s
rough uncut stage goes directly

AS | SEE IT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

now fetch 85000 6000. In the
next stage when they are set in
a necklace,
other pilece of jewellery, the
vilue addition thereofl from its

primary uncut stage be in
many multiples. l.e. it mag
climb to many times the

5000 6000 value

Mamonds may be a girl's
best friend but for a country as
impoverished as ours and
acutely Irr]lnf not only the
rising costs ol imports but a
burgeoning import bill as well
in the [ace ol dwindling lor-
eign exchange reserves. evern
“inexpensive diamonds ma
be a luxury that we can ill a
ford at the present time

Literally a stone throw from
our five-star hotels in Karachi
where the De Beers diamond
extravaganzas are usually held
as a "sound and light” show,
peaple live in make-shift shel-
ters without ru ningwwatl:r or
plumbing or i.as hatever
electricity they get, if they
manage it, is by the time-
honoured method of illegal
connection, the "Kunda’,
Bereft of clean drinking water,
they can hardly manage one
s(juare meal a day.

address.

BIRDEM affair

Sir, Your analytical review
on 'the BIRDEM affair' pub-
lished in The Daily Star on J:Rr
27 has hit the nail on the head.
It is beyond doubt that we
need less government inter-
ference to be able to progress.
The various. NGOs and the
donors' confidence in them
have proved this beyond doubt.
In fact, the private sector in
the business has also made
great achievements with less
interference from the govern-

" ment. In this context, we must

learn to get out of the grip of
the 'red tape’. And when we
talk about the democratic pro-
cess we must learn to live with
opposition and opposite views
and opinions. ]

Your newspapef has always
tried to give the correct per-
spective at different times on
critical issues. It is very en-
-couraging to see you continue
to do so. You have our full sup-
port and encouragemernt.

Akku Chowdhury
Banani. Dhaka

1|

Sir, I think that Mr. M K
Alamgir's handllnﬁ of the
BIRDEM situation has given
out a signal. Wrong or right
perhaps lies with the Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to
prove.

This is a riﬁht signal if we
think this is the same Awami
League showing their own style
of handling matters and intér-
fering anywhere even in the
private, independent, non-
government institutions.

It is not the right signal if

we believe AL has vowed not to
allow repetition of such acts,
which some people during that
time labeled as fascist.

Mr. Alamgir had no business
oing to BIRDEM. He has
elped bring down the author-

ity of BIRDEM in the name of
solving the problem. He has
set off an unhealthy prece-
dence of direct inwervention by
the government and a bad ex-
ample for many trade union
leaders to start movements to
bring down good management
practices.
* The prime minister may
seek an explanation from him
and if unsatisfied please take
action and set an example of
good governance.

Sohail Hassan®

- Audit reports

Sir. Recently the Com-
troller and Auditor General
1as submitted six annual audit
reporis. (wo appropriate
accounts and nine finance

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all .communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Abdur

accounts to President
Ratunan Biswas. Accepting the
reports, the President has said

thal
much helpful for financial
discipline in public sector.

We agree with the state-
ment of President. We also
thank Comptroller and Auditor
General for the pains he has
taken in preparing the reports.
We, however. wonder how
many government servants
read those .big volumes of au-
dit. accounts and finance re-
ports; follow and maintain fi-
nancial rules and discipline.
Moreover. what benefit do the
members of the public derive
from the leviathan but incom-
plete audit reports?

There is a general com-
plaint that many facts and lig-
ures about income., expendi-
ture and loss are not readily
available in various relevant
government offices including
the Ministry of Finance,
Bangladesh Bank, Bureau of
Slatistics or even the office of
Comptroller and Auditor
General and so on and so forth,

We would highly appreciate
if the Comptroller and Auditor
General kindly furnish us with
a yearly statement showing the
tolal of income. expenditure
and loss incurred by the gov-

ernment yearwise from the fi-
nancial year 1972-1973 to the
immediate past financial year
on the following heads of ac-
count thrqugh a Press Release
for information and perusal of
the members of the public for
the sake of accountability and
lransparency.

1. Amount of revenue in-
come, expenditure and loss.

2. Amount of export, import
and deficit balance of payment
thereol.

3. Amount of ADFP

4. Amount of foreign
aid /loan received and repay-
ment thereol

5. Amount of system loss in
electricity and water supply.

6. Amount of expenditure
on pay and allowances of min-
isters, MPs, government ser-
vants and employees of public
sector corporations.

7. Amounf of loss in public
sector corporations and au-
tonomous bodies.

8. Amount ol expenditure
on TA/DA for ministers, MPs
and government servants and
employges of public sector

corporations on foreign tours.

9. Amount of expenditure
on purchase, repair, mainte-
nance and POL of government
Iransports. :

10. Other information. if

army.

O H Kabir

6, Hare Street. Warl, Dhaka-
1203

hracelet or any

proper audit was very'

into the Indian rfconomy
(already a 8 5 billion trade}
Fur every piece of finished di-
amond that our ﬁlrlu may be
vying to hur, the linishing cost
oes to Indian craftsmen
cutters and polishers), an ex
pertise not only handed down
through generations but added
to by adequately funded train-
ing institutes

The difference from the
original state to the finished
stage notwithstanding., Ils
commercial value “may be even
more expensive en sold to
Pakistan depending upon what
the jewellery designer or the
diamond merchant is likely to
et
- With the knowledge that
Indian origin stuff may not be
entirely acceptable to the
Pakistani Palate if it is found
coming from India, De Beers is
robably the "Trojan Horse"

ing used as the acceptable
face camouflaging the Indian
connection and the direct
contribution that every
Pakistani citizen who can af-
ford diamonds will make to-
wards the Indian economy.

There is no conspiracy the-
ory here or a grand design to

— =

undermine Pakistan s economy
and thus compromise its na-
tiomal security, this is a hard
fact of business

To rouse the patriotic in-
stinct may be good in theory.
in practice those who can af-
ford diamonds will certainly
keep on buying them. the De
Beers presentation will ensure
that the make-believe becomes
economic reality Given that
our girls will continue to covet
diamonds as their best friend.
what the government can do is
io ensure that maximum of the
diamonds are only imported in
rough uncut state in order to
develop the local industry for
cutting and polishing. Owur
many generations of cutters
and polishers need remedial
training and upgrading to
modern sophisticated meth-
ods Like it was done in India
De Beers could perhaps help
fund a couple or so of insti
tiites [or pProcessing precious
miinerals so that our private
sector gels the expertise
through the whole spectrum of
value addition for the many
ems and precious stones
ound in Pakistan

De Beers could further help

re purchasing most of the
finished products and market
ing it themselves in the rest ol
the world in the same manner
as they are doing for India,
largetting us presently among
the many potentlial suckers
([oops. buyers!] in the world
Let our girls have diamonds
but these should be finished in
Pakistan by Pakistani crafis-
men so that the value addition
remains within the Pakistan
eConomy '

The attraction for diamonds
being quite strong in Pakistan,

the second largest market
alter India in Asia. the l]:m::m.‘-

ucts being blatantly ed by
De Beers could only be done so

when backed by diamond
studded clout Those who
normally minipulate the pup-
t strings of our l
5: not averse to f;: lustre of
diamonds, it translates into
hard curréency quite easily.
Make-believe or not, when you
have plenty of money, you have
lenty of elout. But when you
ve diamonds, you have the
loyalty of tl.ose with plenty of
clout in Pakistan forever (with
apologies to lan Flemings
"B\‘lmﬂndl Are Forever” for us-
ing the similarity very much as
intended).

' The presidential
speech and the
vote of thanks

Sir, The treasury bench re-
portedly declared that since
tlie President did not follow
their prepared speech in full
and read his own modified
version they would not in
the motion of vote of thanks as
the President had violated the
Norry.

When we - first read about

" the controversy prior to the

speech we were a bit per-
turbed, but later felt relieved
when we found that a cam-
promise had been reached be-
iween the President and the
government -and the President
delivered the speech.

It seems now the general
public have much to worry
about. Are we aﬁain gninﬁ to be
plunged into the episodes of
non-issues being forced into
issues?

It is quite acceptable that
government will prepare the
speech materials and the
President will read the same.
But was it morally right to in-
sert in the speech materials
which are of controversial na-
ture and even to such extent,
as the government party knew
well ahead. that the wordings
would not conform to the
principles upon which the
President stands?

It seems now that the gov-
ernment would like the nation
to swallow the wording "father
of the nation” and they wanted
to have the wish fulfilled by no
other person than the
President through his speech.
We appreciate the stand taken

by the President to have
deleted the controversial part.

We like to see our President
as a prestigious head ol stale

(even though he is a titular |

one) and would urge the gov-
ernment not to divert the na-
tional attention away from the
real problems which the part

in power has been entruste

by the people to address.

Nurul Basher
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Bangladesh Betar
and Joy Bangla

Sir, The letter under the
heading 'Questions bag which
appeared on July 27 in The
Daily Star drew my attention.
As there were sorme comments
about my letter written on

July 22, I think I should say a

few words, more.

I am very much aware that
before 1975, Radio Bangladesh
was called Bangladesh Betar
and even before that during
the liberation war, freedom
fighters set up Shawdhin
Bangla Betar Kendra at
Kalurghat in Chittagong.

Now the guestion is, who
changed the name? Not any
outsider who invaded our
cduntry and had aversion to
Bangla words. It was changed
by persons who fought for the
country's liberation and whose
mother language was Bangla
May bhe Radio Bangladesh

scemed to ihem more belit-
t For the last 21 years ft
had been in practice, so what
will be gamecf’ bg ch it?

As for 'Joy a, it was
the slogan of the Liberation
WAar, now we are nol at war,
and our country's name is
Bangladesh not 'Bangla.' So,
wou Joy Bangla' convey
something special? | think, we
should not become too emo-
tional

Nur Jahan

1390, East Nasirabad.
Chittagong.
"Follow the example!'
Sir, Recent news items

about Eliada McCord. an
American girl sentenced to
lifeterm for drug smuggling,

~ being freed from jail under a

presidential amnesty, has
caught my attention. The visit-
ing US Congressman Bill
Richardson has described this
as a "humanitarian and noble
gesture of the Bangladeshi
government.” _

This incident can be an ex-
ample for us to follow. Why
can't we take this opportunity

¢ to arrange for the freedom of

many (innocent) Bangladeshi

citizens abroad? Why can't WE -

initiate an international cam-
paign to free our citizens im-
risoned abroad, perhaps for
ess serious crimes? Are the
Fuwers of diplomacy of our
ﬂreiﬂnnussiuns S0 poor?

I dly draw the attention
of all the authorities con-
cerned in this regard and hope
that tactfulness and courage
will be exercised in the sg:tﬁy
release of many Bangladeshi
nationals imprisoned abroad.
We certainly expect this much
from our government!

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
27. Dhanmondi R/A
Road No 2, Dhaka-1205

Power of a poetry

Sir. The other day | was go-
ing through an anthology of-
British and American poetry
when suddenly a remark by
Samuel Taylor Coleridge about
poetry attracted my attention.
He said: "A poem is that
species of composition which
is opposed to works of
science, by proposing for its
immediate object pleasure, not
truth.”

But Coleridge's observation
is not true in case of all the
poems composed by several
great poets of the world. There
are many poems which provide
moral instructions, courage to
fight back for establishin
moral values. peace, truth an
justice in the society. As study
reveals, in the ancient times,
advice about farm used to
be conveyed throu poetry,
e.g. Georgics of Virgil contains
a lot of practical advices about
farming, in Bangla, 'Khonar
Bochon' also one can find a lot
of practical advices.

M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor

Dept. of Agric. Extension

BAlI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka- 1207

Policy Dialogue (CPD).
Chairman of CPD.

HE process wh

the countries of East

Asia. in a historically
short period. transformed

themselves from largel
undivcrmg:d,.'

agricultural.
backward and stagnant
economies "tl't?h the most dy-
namic part of the %oba_l econ-
omy. has deservedly been pro-
claimed as the East Asian mir-
acle. This miracle first trans-
formed Japan which moved,
within a quarter of a century
from a war-devastated econ-
omy Yo become a eco-
nomic superpower. Then the
four tigers. South Korea.
Taiwan., Hong Kong and
Singapore moved from poor
agricultural or entrepot
economies into modern us-
trialised upper middle and
£Ven Upper INCOMme econoimies,
again within two decades
Now, over the last decade We
have witnessed the dynamism
of the South East Asian
economies of Thailand.
Malaysia and most recently
Indonesia. which are trans-
forming themselves almost as
rapidly as the East Asians
However, most remarkable of
all has been the transformation
ol China, which in the last
decade. has emerged as the
workd s fastest gr econ-
omy. to the extent that it is
now predicted that in the next
uarter of a century the GDP of
‘hina could exceed that of the

United States.
The countries of South Asia
who today. after n half a

century of national existence,
remaln mired in poverty, in a
state of structural atrophy and
appear to be taking a painfully
long time to reform them-
selves onto a sustainable
growth path which could help
to alleviate our pervasive

, all have much to learn
rom our Eastern ra.
To understand the nature of
the East Asian transformations
must be for us in South Asia,
part of a learning process
which is worth a thousand text
books on development eco-

nomics and Rlper policies

built on co tancy reports.
Our fellow Asians have trans-

formed themselves, before our
The East Asian countries

Intermational Seminar on
Lesspns for South Asia” o

| Prime

f‘f‘lrtcl.l. rermain Hvﬁ;? demonstra-
tions of the art

trying to understand and in
part lollow the East Asian ex-
ience, should not do so

have our own socio-political in-
heritance, our own institu-
tions, culture and historical

process of applied learning
needs to be treated as a highly
skilled task to be assimilated
with sensitivity and under-
atandilzg, We try to under-
stand the capacity of the East
Asians to attain sustained eco-
nomic growth, alleviate
poverty thr effective poli-
cies and so governance. We
will in the process try to un-
derstand the limitations of
South Asia and particularly
Bangladesh in this area to help
us understand what aspects
of the East Asian ence
are appropriate to our condi-
tions.

Attempts to diagnose the
East Asian experience have, in
the last few years. attracted
the attention of the multilat-
(eral development aﬁencies.
academic scholars of develop-
ment and even the attention of
discerning policymakers in
particular developing coun-

the possible

™ Vet we in South Asta. whilet

. Each of our countries

circumstances, so that the very

Learning from East Asia:
Lessons for South Asia

by Professor Rehman Sobhan
e following are excerpts f{rom € author's
address of welcome at the recently held

ing from East Asia:
sed the Centre for
€ author is Executive

tries. The Japanese govern-

ment has been particularly in-
terested to support this pro-

ch?snf theﬁEm
ian experience. ave
funded a number of stud-

ies by international

and sponsored a number of
¢conferences on this su :
The World Bank's East Asian
Miracle study was one such
J su initiative.
U in under-
took studies to support a re-
gional conference to discuss
the World Bank study. Most
recently Ja underwrote a
st on same theme g
AD in Geneva. The

of Japan has itself sponsored
comments by well known ex-
perts and seminars held in
Japan to discuss the conclu-
sions of the East Asin Miracle

i:n interpret the East Asian
experience, the World Bank
study. the ESCAP study on
East Asia and the UNCTAD
study the three studies on
East Asia — have been most in-
structive, with a number of
points in common but also

demonstrate some sharp dif-
ferences in their Jin-
terpretations of the Asian

ex This variation in
perc of the East Asian
ex ce has also charac-
terised the academic debate
on nt.

It is only appropriate that

we should have from
East and South East Asia to
provide us with their own in-
terpretation of their
ment . If East Asia’'s
are to be to
use it can be done in the
specific context of individual
countries.

As the ultimate measure of
Bangladesh's commitment to
the goal of economic transfor-
mation, we are
turn to Sheikh
Prime Minister of

asina, the

sional
search for

Bangladesh's myriad

will serve some

solutions to

problems,
tive pur-

Bangladesh's Developme
where we hope to maintain an
ongoing research in in
the East Asian expe-
rience and drawing upon it to
see what is serviceable for
Bangladesh. This process

remains to

The Editor of a certain daily
has vowed to write three edi-
torials a day im order to meet
the demands of his readers or
may be to quench the thirst of
his readers. However, the kind
of news items that has been
finding prominence in that
daily as well as the issues that
the editorials have been high-
lighting. certainly, in my opin-
ion, do not meet the genuine
desire of the readers’ quench
or their thirst. The editor saw
fit to devote the second edito-
rial on July 10th to the threat
of the BNP chairperson and to
begin the last paragraph : "The
prime minister could have
perhaps ignored the veiled
threat (what was 'veiled’ about
it is not revealed!) of agitation
against the alleged government
action on party cadres of the
o ition camp.”
pp;nsd the editgrial says about
Minister Sheikh
Hasina:* Why make such
statements, and so early in the
day too? The new government
is only in #ts third week ":
while the paper itself is carry-
ing news items everyday (those
three weeks!] of people being
killed, dacoities being commit-
ted. etc. (Uttara, Segun
Bagicha. llo market. .} y
iaa%ht mﬂf:? so concerned? Is
it the prime minister's refer
ence to the conspiracy theory
of destabilising her govern-
ment? And the editor did
not even quote her exact
words as given in the daily's
heading. “Giving political
colour tfo mischiefs won't be
tolerated: PM"

The truth can be gleaned
from the BNP chairperson's
own mouth. She pointed out at
Mirersarai "that within only a
couple of weeks of the new

{HH‘HIIEHL the law and order

ad seen a serious deteriora-

Neutral Media
Nahtasha Kamal

lion causing concern amo
the people”. "It reminds us |'
the '72-'75 period.” she said.
Why? We all w who was re-
sponsible then. And if all this
is sheer nonsense, what is the
BNP leader implying? That the
present AL t is car-
out these killings and
looting to 'boost’ its govern-
ment's 1l and popularity
among the electorate? And the
fact that among those arrested
some are belonging to one
party — the only party is
doing all this, almost daily,
shrill-shouting? BNP
Quoting the paper: "
Chairperson and Leader of the
Dpﬁrsiunn Begum Khaleda Zia
at Mirersarai, Chittagong" re-
newed her allegation that the
victory of peuple was snatched
away. "People’s verdict has not
been reflected in the June 12
election.,” she said, alleging
that a particular party was an-
nounced winner in the elec-

tion. Who snatched away “the
victory of the ple”? And
whom is she accusing — the
caretaker government, the
Election Commission. or the
voters?

Khaleda Zia has threatened
sireet agitation. This is not
surprising. She seems to pre-
fer the street to the Parlia-
ment. not to mention
her complete absence during
the televised Shobinoye Jante
Chai programume where the
contesting political parties
faced the nation. The editor
did not take the trouble to
make any comments in this

regard. [t is about time
the paper stopped trﬁnf to |
sway “public epinion..." Il on

June 12th voters wanted “a
transparent and accountable
administration”, they also want
a responsible and neutral me-
dia.




