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NEWS BRIEFS

2 Deputy Attorneys
(General appointed
By Staff Correspondent

The government has ap
pointed Supreme Court Advo-
cates Md Faruk and Md Mun
surul Haq Chowdhury as
Deputy Attorneys General This
was announced by the Ministry
of Law Justice and Parhamen
Lary Aflairs yesterday, K says a
PID handout

Ctg Port workers
withdraw 'go-slow’
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAC ONG. Aug 7: "ine
employees of the Chittagong
port observed a four-hour
strike from 8 am today de-
manding increased financial
benefits Meanwhile. the dock
workers and operators willi-

drew lheir pgo-slow progra-
mmt from ast night, officiiis

Degreemms
results today

The resulis of BA B55 B
Com. BSC (pass) and certifi-
cale course examinations |%95
held under the National Uiu-
versity will be published today
The results have already been
sent to Deputy Commissioners
of all districts, said an NU
press release yesterday. The
examinees will be able to col-

lect their results from their
respective college centres. re-
ports LUUNB

3 more BNP NEC
secretaries named

BNF (‘ha:rﬁcrmn Begum
Khaleda Zia has nominated

three sons to the partys
National Executive Committee

in '!-E'[ retarial capacities. The
point secretaries
{a.)-ﬂahi City Corporation
ma]rul Mizanur Minu
as one of the or ing secre-

taries, Ajker Protyasha ediibr
Abul Hossain as information
and research secretary and
Moulana Sakhawat Hossain as
religious affairs secretary. said
a press reiease yesterday re

ports UNB
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A regular scene on the Kamalapur Mugdapara road in the city.
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JHENIDAH. Aug 7: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
called upon the ille al arms
holders to surren their
arms within the dtadline, an-
nounced by the Home Min-
istry. reports BSS.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at the Jhenidah Govern-
ment High School Maidan
here, the Prime Minister said

those, who would deposit their
illegal arms by August 10,
would be provided with all
kinds of facilities, including
Ip c:fcr jobs so that they could
ea normal life.

District Awami League Pre-
sident Ayub Hossain presided
over the meeting while Edu-
cation Minister AHSK Sade-
que, State Minister for Infor-
umimn Frol Abu Sayeed,
Tayubur Rahman MP, Dr ‘EM

.. MP, Biren Sikder MP
Mrs Rehana Akhter Hira MP.
and leaders ol Awami League
and its front organisations
were present on the dais.

Sheikh Hasina said her gov-
ernment was committed to
wiping out terrorism from so-
ciety to ensure security of the

ople. "Terrorists, whoever
e raight be, would be dealt
with iron-hand,” she said and
added that the lives of the
people were made miserable
during the last regimes by giv-
ing political patronisation to
terrorists and anti-social ele-

ments.
The Prime Minister said
her government is pledge

bound to establish a corrup-
tion-free society so that the
benefits of independence
could reach the common peo-
ple. "We have been voted to

wer to serve the ple and

ring abuut their welfare. not
to enjoy power," she said and
directed the partys leaders
and workers to te them-
selves towards achieving that
goal

Sheikh Hliml naid her gmr

érnment - :
massive pmtﬂrnmu to set .:;q
cottage and small scale indus-

tries to create oﬁ opportuni-
ties for the p-cupl: partl-:ularlf
for womenfolk.

The Prime Minister assured
that her government would

give all kinds of incentives to

Poor judicial process

Falling standard of publi
education and lack of adequate
training, experience and ac
countability have adversely al
fected the standard of the ju
dicial process in the country
observed Justice Naimuddin,
acting Chairman of the Law
Relorms Commission (LRC)
The LRC has been consti-
tuted to update the age old
laws of the country rmxtnunr
the systemn of management of
courts, and recommend repeal
or amendment to laws wviolat
ing the lundamental rights ol

the people sald the acting
chalrman
The LRC was formed

through an executive decision
gazeiled on A.gnl 7. 1994
Sources sakd a bill in this re-
gard is likely 1o be placed 1n
the Jauya Sangsad soon Lo
uake the commission a per
manent statutory body

The Comumisséon has heen
mandated to examine the
obsolete ouldated. oppressive
laws and reconumnend repeal or
amendment to those o keep
pace with the modern world

it has also been empowered
to recommend enactment of
laws or amendment L0 the ex-
isting ones to encourage in-

Lack of proper education,
accountability blamed

By Mizan Al

vestment, attract foreign in
vestiment and Lo examine taxa
tion and company laws

To Improve the manage
ment ol courts, the Commis
sion has been empowered to
recommend measures flor
training of the judicial officers
and advocates and also to find
out the causes ol delay in dis
posal of cases

Justice Naimuddin, talking
to The Dally Star. sald a judi
cial training insttute has al
ready been established as an
dutonomous body with Justice
Badruzzaman as its head

Quoting a study on the
causes of delay Naimuddin said
"Actual judicial work Is not

ormed for more than two
ours a day on an average
There is also a lack of account-
ability and supervision at dif-
ferent levels.”

A lour-member commitlee
with Justice A T M Afzal as

chawrman carried out a study
titled "Report on the causes of
delay 1n disposal of cases and
recommendation for their
elimination and better man

ement of courts” in 1989

€ commitlee visiting various
courts and scrutinising the di-

See Page 12 col B

The Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) givi tI
benefits to dcngnated
ing countries has been rtau
thorised by the US Congress
with some changes and
short term. reports UNE quot-
ing USIS in Dhaka.
A provision reauthorising
GSP retroactively to July 31,
1995 and through May 31,
1997. was buried deep in the
bill increasing the US mini-
mum wage that Congress
passed August 2 just before fts
summer recess. President
Chntén is expected to sign the
bill
A US trade official said the
Chnton administration was sat-
isfied with the extension. The
administration had once pro-
posed g term reauthorisa-
m:m of GSF with significamt re-
forms. but that idea has gone
nowhere for two s
GSP provides US zero-tariff
benefits on more than 4 400
selected products or product

categories from more 140

US Cong okays bill extending GSP

eligible developing countries
The value of G uty-iree im-
ports in 1994 was about 8§
19.000 million.

Congress has changed the
standard hrsgaduaung' coun
tries from GSP eligibility: Un-
der the expired law. countries
were ineligible if their per

capita gross national product
(GNP) exceeded 811, in
1994. Under the bill just

passed, which uses the World
Bank definition of a 'high-in

come country. the masinium
1994 GNP level would have
been $8.600

The trade official -l he
has not yet calculated which

countries would immediately
become ineligible for GSP
treatment bhecause of the defi-
nition change

The hill also changes one of
the restrictions on GSP called
comipetitive need limits Im
ports of a particular good from
a particular country no longer
qualify for GSP treatment in a

given year if they exceed a cer

Depositors of illegal arms will
be provided with jobs: PM

the farmers with the ultimate
objective to achieve food-au-
arky. "Inshaallah we shall ful-
fill our commitment to the
people which we made in our
election manifesto for, socio-
economic emancipatiom of the
masses,” she said.

The Prime Minister also
visited the Udaipur Village
home of late Matiar Rahman.
General Secretary of Jhenai-
daha district Awami League
who died last month.

She offered fateha at the
graveyard of late party leader
and planted a I‘Lnshnachura
tree there.

Later addressing the party
leaders and workers at the
Circuit House here Sheikh
Hasina said that her govern-
ment would hel

‘wl W
”f"d the 5t

w

tho
lnj ¢
tim "during the movemsnt
and sen@ il to her for proper
action.' <

» See Page 12 Col 1

dacoit!

He is now only four years
old but accused in a dacoity
case Nlled In Tejgaon police
station in the city about two

and half years back. reports
LINB e

Maksudul Islam Masud alias
Khokon surrendered to Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Court
yeslerday to the surprise ol of
licials and others present in
the courtroom

The court granted him bail
agains! a surely ol Tk 1.000
given by the minor boy's [a
ther All Hossaln, of Haimchar
thana in Chandpur district

All Hossain told newsmen
that they came Lo know about
the case when Officer-in
(Charge of Halmchar police
went to his house to confiscate
his property on a court order
saying Masud is an absconder

The OC informed Ali Hos-
sain that his son is an accused
in a case (No 59(3) 94. Article
143/447 /446/320/380/427 /o
I CrPC) filed in Tejgaon thana

m Dhaka

But the OC and other
licemen walching a little fﬁry
as an accused retumed without
any confiscation. They also ad
vised All Hossain to bring his
son 1o CMM Court Lo seek

One Rafiqul Islam of 20/ 1
New Eskaton is the plaintiff of
Lhe case

tain annually adjusted value
level. In 1995 that level was
5122 million the bill passed
by Congress reduces the level
in 1 to 8§75 million and
raises the level 85 million in

1997

The bill would still prohibit
GSP treatment for a number of

goodl including most textile
[ aﬂ!i prdhm*ts. watches,
uutunr. an . luggage,
flat goods, work as well

as some electronic, steel Ind
glass imports that Poor
petition problems US in
dustry.

One change in the law
would benefit the least-devel
oped countries. Except for the
excluded goods mentioned
above, any from those
countries could be ted
by the president as for
GSP treatment if the US In-
ternational Trade Commission
(USITC) determines that the

rts would not Injure US

industry
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PM-level talks on water

issue, if needed: Gowda

NEW DELHI. Aug '? Indian
Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda today said that his gov-
ernment was keen to settle
outstanding issues with
Bangladesh in the shortest
possible time, reports BSS.

Deve Gowda said this when
Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
Farooq Sobhan called on him
to hand over a letter from
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina here today.

Focussing on the sharing of
the Ganges water, Deve Gowda
hoped that the forthcoming
[oreign secretary-level meeting
create the groundwork
for foreign ministers and water
resources ministers level
meeting. If required, there
could be a meeting of heads of
government to settle the issue
permanently. The venue of the
meeting could be either New
Delhi or Dhaka, a member of
the Bangladesh delegation told
BSS.

Accordin to official
sources here, the Bangladesh
Prime Minister in her letter to
her Indian counterpart has ex-
pressed her ‘firm belief that
given the vast fund of goodwill

on both sides. our two gov-

ernments will be able to wnrk

together in addressing all bi-

lateral issues in a serious and

constructive manner in the
spirit of cooperation and un-
erstanding. '

She has also mentioned in
her letter that in the common
effort to put bilateral relations
on a firm footing, Bangladesh
was heartened to note the In-
dian government's willingness
to try and reach a permanent
sharing agreement on the
Ganges water in the shortest
possible time.

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan. while raising trade
and economic relations with
India referred to the huge
trade imbalance against
Bangladesh. In this context he

said, "Although Indian exports
to Bangladesh have grown by
30 to 40 per cent, and

B adesh is one of its largest
arkets, Bangladesh's exports
to India were still insignifi-
cant,” the sources added.
Sobhan has expressed the
hope during the meeting with
the Indian Prime Minister that
India would give zero tariff ac-

cess lo a selective list of
Bangladeshi exportables. The
response of the Indian Prime
Minister was positive and he
also ﬁreed to a visit of a
Bangladesh trade delegation to

Guwahati and Shillong to ex-

plore markets for their goods

there.

Faroogq Sobhan also called
on Indian Externaol Affairs Min-
ister IK Gujral and handed
over a letter from Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad. Azad in his letter, while
conveying his greetings to Gu-
{:-al expressed his earnest

ope that the deliberations at
the foreign secretary-level
meeting in New Delhi would
be able to meaningfully move
forward the process of dia-
]::u'gue, which the governments
the two countries have set
in motion. reflecting the keen
desire 1o settle all outstanding
issues.

Azad has also expressed his
confidence that the problem of
the sharing of the Ganges wa-
ter would receive priority at-
tention. the sources men-
tioned.

See Page 12 Col 3

Jhenidah TV

relay station
inaugurated

JHENIDAH. Aug 7: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
declared that the government
would take immediate steps to
ﬁlvt autonomy to state-run ra-

. television and news
agency. reports UINB.

"The government is com-
mitted to grant autonomy to
radio, television and state-
owned news agency to keep
them free from y influence
as it believes in free flow of in-
formation.” she said while in-
augurating Jhenidah TV relay
centre here.

The relay centre has been
set up on 1.36 acres of land at
Gopinathpur in sadar thana at a
cost of Tk 13 crore with the
financial assistance of French
government.

Covering 80 kilometres ra-

the relay centre will
it BTV pregrauumes in
THlermard, Weshtia,

Jesso ".'_ huadanga. Magura
# and adjacent areas
throu s 10-kilowatt trans-

milter,

French government is also
wroviding inancial assistance
or setting up four more relay

centres at Thakurgaon, Patu-

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP MP’s son
sq'rrenders
arms

NARSINGDI. Aug 7: Son of
an opposition MP surrendered
iwo firearms to the Deputy
Commissioner in presence of
his father here today to avail of
the general amnesty declared
by government, reports

UNB

Officials said Sabbir Ahmed.
son of BNP MP Shamsuddin
Ahmed and also a vice-presi
dent ol the Jativatabadi Chha-
tra Dal Narsingdi University
College Unit, handed over the
arms and some ammunition to
DC Rafiqul Islam Mia at about

2 30 pm

The surrendered arms and
ammunition are — one 122
bore foreign-made revolver
one sawed off rifle ¢ toy pistol
and eight bullets

Shamsuddin Ahmed was

present during the arms han
dover on the first day of the
four day ultimatum issued by
the government for surrender
of illegal arms

The governmen:. on Tues
day issued the four-day ultima
lum effective from 6 am yes
terday in its bid to free the
country from illegal arms and
lerrorisin

Newly appointed
govt college
teachers asked to
join by Aug 14

By Staff Correspondent

The teachers appointed on
the basis of the 16th BCS Edu
cation (Special) examination
have been asked to join their
place ol posting by August 14

The government order re-
garding ting will have to be
col from the Directorate
of Education producing the
admit car. with the oto-
graph affixed to it, issued by
the Public Serviéce Commis-
sion, an official handout said
yesterday.

Meanwhile. a large numbers
of the newly appointed teach-
ers expressed resentment over

T;Ilﬁng to The Daily Star,
an authoritative source at the
Ministry of Education said,
many ol them have been lobby-

ing for getting postings in and
around

“In government service, all
are required to serve wherever
their servi'es are neede
said an offical adding the
ings of the 1,252 teachers
were made by a commitlee
headed by an additional secre

tary

Dratt WB report says

Public expenditure
pattern still weak

by Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The World Bank views that
despite the past government's
greater stress on social sectors
and infrastructure invest-
ments, the pattern of public
expenditure remains weak in
terms of strategic prioritisa-
tion between and within sec-
tors and among projects.

Moreover, technical effi-
ciency in the use of budgetary
resources is still to be
achieved.

These observations were
made in the Bank's Public Ex-
penditure Review (PER) report
which is still in a draft form.

The Bank under took the
PER ta--AMovember last
year. a a break of six years.
against the backdrop of expan-
sionary current expenditiire
which. it said, may reverse the
macro-economic stability.

The years in review were
1990 to 1995. The last PER
was done in 1989,

"The government

"

lacks

comprehensive and clear”pol-
icy frameworks for its expen-
diture programmes in differ-
ent sectors,” the report reads.
"There is a lack of clear crite-
ria for evaluation of proposed
expenditure programmes and
implementation is weak."”
It also found that some pub-
lic spending programmes limit
rather than facilitate the scope
for private sector and NGOs.
After analys sector-wise
spending, the R concluded
at there is a '‘need for
“functional re-prioritisation
with further reduction in man-
ufacturif financial enter-
prises and agricultural mlays
on while focussing on
areas public goods
content such as infrastructure,
research and social sectors ®
It was further felt that in-
frastructure investments
should be on high-return areas
and that an appropriate bal-
See Page 12 Col 3

122 acres of DCC land
illegally occupied

By Morshed Ali Khan

At least 122 acres ol land in
different arts of the city
owned by the Dhaka City Cor
poration (DCC) are under ille-
gal occupation and those are
yet to be recovered due to var-
jous administrative tangles and

lack of initiative, DCC sources
said.
The lands. worth nearly Tk

500 crore at the current price
were illegally occupted by un
scrupulous people over a pe
riodd and no concrete step was
taken so lar to recover those

Two shot dead
by PBCP

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Aug 7 Two
W IrSONSs Wwere thurdered al
regrdly' by a gruug of armed
men belonging to the outlawed

Purbo Ban Communist
Party (PBC PF in Sadar thana
last night

Tarikul Islam. 45, of Katub

pur village was picked up at
gun point from a jatra pandel
al 30 pm. According 1o
police about 10 to 12 armed
men dragged him out of the
pandel and shot him 10 death

only a hundred yards from
there

See Page 12 (ol |

the sources added.

Many development works ol
the DCC were being hampered
because of this illegal occupa-
tion, with the backing c:-F
‘vested quarter’ within the
DO,

The DCC occasionally laun
ches drives to evict some
selected illegal occupants but
the problem persists. In many
cases, these Hlﬂt{al occupants
have gone to the extent of
building concrete structures by
exercising influence'. the
SOLITCES nted out.

The DCC's relevant depart-
ment has lost the original land
ownership map from itls
archive in the process ol
shifting to the new office’ and
consequently cannot tell how
much lI;zu'lnzl the DCC originally
owned, one source said. The
DCC might own much more
lands. than what was estimated

now. they added

An official claimed that the
failure' of the DCC to recover
its lands could also be at
iributed to the lengthy judicial
process Iin the country In

mM4any cases, there are court in
junctions regarding the lands
and the cases keep on drag
ging for years in the courts

It could not be known how
much DCC land was now being
disputed in the courts

Uruguay Round accord

Strengthening of Customs
admn suggested

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh should immedi
ately strengthen the customs
administration with informa-
tion technology facilities and
amend the Customs Act. 1969
o ensure a s customs

rocedure to comply with the

ay Round Agreements.

is was observed by
participants at a seminar
yesterday on different

agreements of the Uruguay
Round Al the seminar.
businessmen, economists and

experts observed that fon
of the t on Customs
Valuation will improve the

overall business environment
of the country.

Jointly organised by the
Ministry of Commerce and the
Dhaka Chamber ol Commerce
and Industry, the last day ol

the two day seminar was par
ticipated. dmn-nl& others. by
C"hairman of the National Board
ol Revenue Dr Sadat Hussain
Consultant of the llruguay
Round Study Project of the
Commerce Ministry Dr M M H
Joardar. Ali Ahmed of NBR
Manzoor Ahmed of the SAPTA
and WTO Standing Committed
and former president of DOCCI
A Rab Chowxlhury

Speaking on the Agreement
on Customs Valuation. Dr
Joardar said that the customs
authorities of the country de
fine value of export or imports
as per an old standard known
as ° Brussels® deflinition
whereas the Uruguay Round
Agreement on Customs Valua
tion adopted a modern defini

Sec Page 12 Col 2

JS obituary ref
on Sharifuddin

By Staff Correspondent

This Jativa Sangsad vester
day unanimously adopted an
obituary reference expressing
its deep grief and shock at the
death of Sharifuddin Ahmed.
an Awami League lawmaker,
and prayed for the salvation of
the departed soul.

“This Sangsad is expressing
deep shock and sorrow, pray-
ing for the departed seul and
expressing sincere sympathy
for the members of the be-
reaved family.” said a resolu-
tion adopted by the House.

The House observed one-
minute's silence to pay tributes
to late legislator. who died on
Tuesday night in the city.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury proposed the obit-
uary reference and opened the
floor to the legislators iinme-
diately after the House went
into session at 4 pan,

vewtiv-five members in
cluding Leader ol the llousc
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Depuly Leader ol the
House Zillur Rahman, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition

See Page 12 Col 4
Sira) Miah murder
Two customs

personnel

chargesheeted

By Statt Correspondent

The CID police has char
gesheeted two customs
personnel. Humayvun Akhter
and Edward Jacob, accusing
them of killing Siraj Miahk at
the Zia International Airport
(ZIA] on May 9.

The chargesheet was sub
mitted to the Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate s Court here on
Sunday, according to court
sources yesterday.

They were chargrthfled
under Section 302 of the Penal
Code for murder. the sources
added.

Thirty-tive persons includ-
ing some airport stafl were
also named as witnesses in the
chargesheet. Six evidences
collected by the police from
the spot were also mentioned
in the chargesheet. These in-
clude a boarding card of a KLLM

flight. Tk 4.327 a pair of
shoes. a blood staimned shirt
and some pieces ol broken
glass. the sources added

Siraj Miah, 35 a Bangla
deshi from Sylhet., who had
been living in Sunderland.
Britain. arrived at the ZIA by a

KLM flight at about 8 am on

May 9 He was severely as
saulted  reportedly by some
customs oflicials. at the air-
port He died at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital later
in the dav. according 1o re
ports

Second day of
JCD-called
strike at DMC

By Staff Correspondent

A sirike called by the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) was
observed for the second day
vesterday at the Dhaka Medical
College [DMC)

The JCD also called for a
strike at the campus on Auguslt
5. the day the college re
opened aflter an unscheduled
closure of the institution for
25 days

The college was closed sine
die following a clash between
rival student activists ol JCD
and the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) on Jduly 10 during
the Inaugural session .ol (s
golden 1nf;llr'r Progranune

During the f.flﬂi‘,' yesterday
the JOCT organiseq rm CS8I0N~
and held rallies on the campus
and demanded immediate in
plementation ol its six point
programme, announcement ol
date tor elections to the Stu
dents Undon and withdrawal .
cases [iled against them, a
cording to a press release



