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France no more also-ran

PARIS, Aug 6: France
emerged from the Atlanta
(‘Ilwnpu s as one of the world's

rting powers, their tally of
3 medals their best rior-
mance since the 1924 Games,

in Paris, reports Reuter.

A French team official
winted out that the country's
}mh place finish on the medals
table. which included
golds. was a logical Fro%res
sion after thflr hau
medals at the 1988 Seoul

Games, and 29 from Barcelona
four years, ago.

"Today s success is nol cir-
cumstantial,” Bernard Bouran-
dy. who helped prepare the
team for Atlanta and was team
chief in Barcelona. was
reported as saying in the na-
tional daily Liberation on
Monday.

"The Seoul Games marked a
thrill with 16 medals. In
Barcelona, we collected 29 and
confirmed the trend.”

France were the sporting
world's superpower at the
start of the century. topping
the medals table in 19 '
Paris and the unofficial 1906
in Athens. In 1924, France
finished third worst finish — a
26th placing on the medals

1S -

table with just five medals.

An editorial in Le Figaro

inted out that the main dif-
erence with Barcelona was in
the number of gold medals and
that 10 were won in three
sports at which France has
traditionally excelled — cy-
cling. fencing and judo.

It added that these sports,
which accounted for 22
medals altogether, often bene-
fitted from coaching by former
champions with experience of
major world events like the
Olympic Games.

Jean Galfione who won the
pole vault in the absence of the
injured world champion Sergei
Bubka, was also a member of
the traditionally "remarkable
French school o val.ﬂting

But, in contrast, double goid
athlete Marie-Jose Perec had
left France for the United

States where she found better
facilities and coaching.
France Soir newspaper
warned of a drying up of talent
in athletics. Perec. Galfione
and Patricia Girard-Leno,
bronze medal winner in the
100 metres hurdles, were the
only medal winners.
"But behind them? The re-
lief (new batch) is a long way
from being ready,” the news-

paper said im an editorial.

It also pointed to a poor
performance in swimming, an-
other of the major Olympic
sports. "Swimming has several
lengths to catch up (with other
sports).”

French s . unlike neigh-
bours Britain who had a very
poor Games after serving as a
model for France in the past,
enjoys state funding and has a
former Olympic champion in
580115 Ministry Guy Rut. the

76 high hu:dlca gold medal-
ist.

Drut, speaking in Atlanta,
said the whole team appeared
to have become caught up in
the "dynamics of success. | felt
among the athletes a spirit |
have not always found at big
events."

Bourandy, 60, said state
funding was vital and warned
against it being reduced.

He said the state funded top
level sport to the tune of some
215 million francs (43 million
dollars) a year.

"That's half the annual bud-
get at OM (Olympique Mar
seille soccer club) in the
(Bernard) Tapie era. and it's

%ﬂtung smaller each year.” said

Martin, Stoltenberg sall
=

MASON, Ohio,
Aug 6: Wimbledon
semifinalists
Todd Martin and
Jason Stoltenberg
opened their su-
mmer hardcourt
seasons on Monday with first-
round victories at the star-
studded 2.2 million dollars
ATP Championship, reports
Reuter.

The 12th seeded Martin
clobbered fellow-American
Michael Joyce in the first set,
but had some competition in
the second en route to a 6-0,
6-4 wvictory.

Australia's Stoltenberg, the
16th seed who is coming off a
second-round elimination at
the Olympics. battled his way
past 219th-ranked American
Jim Grabb 6-4, 7-0.

The 56-player draw features
nine of the top 10 players in
the world as the US open
tune-up season begins in
earnest with only fifth-ranked
Boris Becker missing. The
German star is still nursing the
wrist injury he sustained at
Wimbledon.

World number one Pete
Sampras and eighth seed Jim
Courier are scheduled to play
second-round matches today.
Olym champion Andre

sa?bcgins defence of his ti-
tle WEdneuda}*

The top eight all received
ﬁrst-mund byes. Sweden's
Thomas Engvist, the highest
seed in action Memday at
10th, crushed Byron Black of
Zimbabwe 6-1, 6-2. But two
seeded players fell on opening
day in minor upsets.

Cristiano Caratti of Italy

icked off 13th-seeded Swiss
arc Rosset 2-6, 6-3, 6-3, and

HAVANA, Aug 6: President
Fidel Castro welcomed home
Cuba's Olympic delegation
from Atlanta on Monday. uayt:c‘;
although results had not liv
up to the forecasts the athletes
had returned “with the m-da'
of dignity.” reports Reuter.

But he said Cuba would
analyse how it could do better
in future Olympics, including
any changes needed to the na-
tional sports system. "Maybe
we are conceited in thinking
our sports system is very

" he said

Cuba won nine gold medals,
eight silvers and eight bronzes
annd finished eighth in (he
medals table. This was better
than any other nation frogn
Latin America or the develop
ing world. but below its pre

ames target of equalli its
ifth place in the Barcelona
1992 Olympics.

‘l want to congratulate you,
you have come home with the
medal of dignity, which 1s
most mmportant, Castro told
the assembled athletes on the
tarmac at Havana

The delegation had puﬂcd
off a "sporting feat” and had

Castro Welcomes comrades

Olympic doubles champion
Mark Woodforde of Australia
bounced 15th-seeded
American Richey Reneberg 6-
3. 6-3.

The 15th-ranked Martin,
whose semifinal collapse put
Malivai Washington into the
Wimbledon final last month,
trailed 89th-ranked Joyce 4-2
in the second set. That's when
Martin resumed his near-per-
fect first-set form to level the
set at 4-4

At break point in the ninth
ame, Martin rifled a blazing
orehand passing shot down
the line to put himself in 1!;7051—
tion to serve out the match.

“The first set I felt so good
hitting the bail,” Martin sajd.
"In the second set, | ran into a
few obstacles that 1 was not
prepared to deal with in m
mind. 1 finished off the matc
fairly well, but not as well as
I'd have liked.”

The 25th-ranked Stolten-
berg, who stunned Goran
Ivanisevic to reach the Wimb-
ledon semis, ca})lurﬂi the only
service break his one hour,
35 minute match to win the
first set.

He broke Gabb at love in the
ninth game when the Ame-
rican double faulted at triple
break point.

At 2-2 in the second set tie
breaker Stoltenberg took con-
trol. reeling off the five
points of the mamwch.

"It was a typical match my
first tournament on Tour since

Wimbledon, even thou 1 did
Efay the Olympics.” Stolten-
T EEI]
’I got myself into
tions, but | didn't t

tage of them all.”

fought with "honour and dig-
nity," Castro said. He added
Atlanta had been the Games of
the "special period” — the offl-
cial term for the economic
crisis Cuba has suffered since
the demise of its old ally the
lormer Soviet Union.
He said Atlanta had shown
etition was getting
Lo er, and added there were
sports where Cubans should be
competing but were not.

Castro, who has presided
over the building of a state
sports network on the com
murnist-ruled island, was warm
in his praise of outstanding
athletes, incl 800-metres
silver medalist a Fidelia
Quirot. She fought for years
and won a "diamond medal -
he saud

Quirot returned W compe-
tition from terrible burns suf
fered in a domestic fire three
years ago (Castro described the
boxing team whieh won four
golds, as “brilliant®, and
praised the women s volleyball
team. gold medalists in their
event.

He also singled out the

—amd Andret-Dihovksiy.

S

Petr Korda, Czech Republic,
def Todd Woodbridge,
Australia, 6-3, 6-0.

Vincent Spadea, United
States, def Hicham Arazi,

Morocco, 6-3, 6-1.

Bernd Karbacher, Germany,
def Jacco Eltingh,
Netherlands, 6-2, 6-4.

Chris Woodruff,
States, def Andrei Chesnokov,
Russia, 4-6, 7-6 (7-0), 6-1.

Greg Rusedski. England,
def enneth Carlsen.
Denmark, 7-6 (7-4), 6-4.

Daniel Vacek, Czech
Republic, def Alex Corretja,
Spain. 6-4, 6-4. .

Sasa Hirszon, Croatia, del
Scott Draper. Australia. 6-1.
ret.

Jakob Hlasek. Switzerland,
def Wade McGuire, United
States, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

Tim Henman. England, def
Jan Siemerink, Netherlands.
6-3, 6-2.

Alex O'Brien, United States,

def Mark Philippoussis.
Australia, 6-4, 6-4.

Doubles:

Martin Damm. Czech
Republic and Peter Nyborg,
Sweden, def Kent Kinnear,

United States and Dave
Randall. United States. 4-6, 6-
3. 6-4.

Patrick Galbraith, Seattle

def Trevor Kronemann, United
States and David MacPherson,
Australia 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

Luke Jensen and MLIT]J}.'I}’
Jensen, United States, def
Joshua Eagle and Andrew
Florent,
{7-3)

gold-medal winning baseball
team, saying they won despite
the absence of star Pitcher
Rolando Arrojo, who delected
to the Unit States just be
fore Atlanta.

Castro. angered by Arrojo's

deiection and that of two box
ers {rom the squad in the run
up to the Games, sen! the

Olympic delegation to Atlanta
with a stern warning that de

tectors at the Games would be
viewed as trajtors
But there was only one

Cuban defection during the
Games. that of boxing coach
Mariano Leyva on loan to the
Mexican boxing squad

Tou hlnﬁ political themes,
Castro said the Games had
shown the gull between rich
countries and poor with de

veloping nations unable 1o
compete in sports such as
horse-nding

In a swipe at the United

Stales, Cuba s longstanding po
litical adversary Castro noled
the Atlanta Games had been
criucised around the world for
a series of organisational
ghtches.

before the mega-event gets underway.

United |

Russia;—

Australia 7-5. 2-6, 7-6 |

|

French heroes
back home

ROISSY, France, Aug 6:
French Premier Alain Jupee
welcomed home Tuesday
France's victorious Olympic
athletes, who won the coun-
try's best medal haul for
decades at the Atlanta Games,
reports AFP.

Sprinter Marie-Jose Perec,
who took two golds, was
among the team given a hero's
welcome at Roissy Charles de
Gaulle Airport north of Paris,
where they arrived from
Atlanta.

‘In a country which is
looking for itself and question-
ing, which sometimes has
doubts about itself, it does one
good to see France moved by a
spirit of victory,” said Juppe.

Referring to the country's
dismal economic ﬂullunk.r{xe
said "For once we find our-
selves without a cloud in the
sky, we should take advantage
of that. French men and
women have reason (o be
proud of their athletes."”

Sabatini back

on song

MONTREAL, Aug 6: Gabriela
Sabatini returned to the WTA
Tour for the first time in more
than three months on Monday
and posted a straight sets win
al the Canadian Open. reports
Reuter.

The ninth-seeded Argen-
tine, who missed both the
French Open and Wimbledon
with a slrained stomach
muscle, eased past Canadian
qualifier Sonya Jeyaseelan 6-4,
B5-2.

In other first round play,
10th seed Amanda Coetzer of
South Africa overpowered
[tallan Rita Grande 6-3. 6-2,
and 12th seed Karina
Habsudova of Slovakia demol-
ished Austrian Barbara Schett
6-0, 6-0.

The other seeds to see

opening day action, American
Amy Frazier (13), Nathalie
Tauziat of France (15) and

16th seed Elena Likhovtseva of
Kazakhstan all posted straight-
set wins.

Sabatini, whose ranking has
dropped to 14th, played her
first competitive matches
since the April Hilton Head
Tournament at the Olympics,
where she lost to Monica
Seles.

"I didn't play ve
Sabatini said of
match.

well.”
onday's

"I wasn't dictating the ral-
lies and | served pretty badly.”
added the tine, who had
three consecutive double-faults
during one game in the second |
set. '

The top eight seeds re-
Cﬂhﬂﬂlid él;ut ;'luund byes but all
atten the upﬂllng cere-
mony, mch.:ung

fendi ch

Vicario as
up Sseason moves into hlgh

gear.

A bizarre

PRAGUE, Aug 6: Czech ca-
noeist Lukas Pollert has saold
his Olympic gold and silver
medals for an undisclosed
amount after accusing the
Olympic Movement of selling
out to politicians and sponsors,
local media reported
Monday, reports Reuter.

Pollert sold his silver meda
won in the canoe singles in
Atlanta and his gold medal
from the 1992 Barcelona
Games to a Prague investment
brokerage, the Czech CTK
agency said.

It said Pollert and the firm
agreed not to reveal how much
has been for the medals,
which will be displayed in the
firm's arters.

“"We didnt want the medal
of a Czech sportsman to fal
into foreign hands,” CTK

L=

IT'S ALL OVER, BABY! Where thousands cheered even a day before, a lone employee, tends

Atlanta's barren Olympic Stadium on Aug'uat 5.

SYDNEY, Aug 6: Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
t Juan Antonio

port as the key areas ijdég

must address at the
Games, Australia’'s sports mi-
nister said on Monday. reports
Reuter.

"Samaranch highlighted se-
curity, transport and commu-
nications as the areas which
rcquir:d jal attention in

?r arwick Smith said
alter mccting Samaranch in
Atlanta.

Smith said he would report
to Australian Prime Minister
John Howard before the end of
August with recommendations
in Security, quarantine and
customs provisions for the
2000 Games.

"I am particularly con-
cerned... that there is a single
command structure in place
where in one n is ulti-
mately made accountable for
all matters relating to secu-
rity.” Smith said In a state

ment.

Two were killed and
110 inj in a bomb blas! in
Atlanta's Centennial Olympic
Park during the Games which

ﬂldedmﬁmﬂmr

quoted the executive director "

of the firm, Martin Hanzlik, a
saying

A (rained paediatrician,
Pollert said he was fed up with
the atmosphere at the :

Pollert was not a for
comment on Monday.

It is not yet clear whether
Pollert intends to compete at
the 2000 Games.

The Czech Republic won

four gold, three silver and four
ronze medals in Atlanta.

Heavy urﬂlmmrmg machinery at -rnrk on the site af t.he main ﬂl]rmpu: Sudmm in bydney yeﬂerday The city hosts t.h:
2000 Games. In the background are the controversial, high-voltage electricity pylons the US TV networks want removed

— AFP/UNB photo

rates.

' new "bu

| skiing.

Nagano

ATLANTA. Aug 6(AP): The
welcome mat for the next

Olympics already is out.
Nagano. Japan, host of the

Winter Games opening in 18

months. is offering foreign
athletes help in )ﬂng their
airfare, a 172 mlﬁ. per hour
(275 kilometres r hour)

train ride into the mountains
and, for some, a chance to

break Js'j.mnt law.
As ol now, & are
planning to ask m to ob-

serve a Japanese custom —
shoes off in their homes away
from home, a cluster of high-
rises that will become housing
for Japanese after the Games.
In 1991, just before Nagano

' was chosen over Salt Lake City

ﬁ"mhm for the l'ﬂ;jﬁamcs
s to
for mcomndamw mw uﬂ
expenses for all co tors.
Japan's economic slowdown
since then and setbacks
caused by the yen's rise
against the US dollar have
brought headaches for

Nagano's financial planning.
A new plan w£ limit pay-
ments to 1,000 dollars per

| athlete for travel.

Takashi Yamada, a spokes-
man for the organisers, said

' that since some ],.700 athletes

from outside are expec-
¢ | ted at the N Games, this
| alone will cost 1.7 million

dollars at curremt exchange

Once the athletes reach
Tokyo, the train ride to
Nagano, about 126 miles (200

. kilometres) to the northwest,

will take 90 minutes on a
train” line due for
completion by the end of
1997. The train ride currently
takes twice that long.
Athletes comp :Hng

biathlon, which combine
shooting with cross tﬂ“ﬂlr‘_’f

will have special dis-

secuity anid trans. -

e AR

* —AFP/UNB photo

Sydney learns a lesson

Australian officials are also

considering the introduction
of new sccuﬂty laws to expand
d th:

Iigcndt % wlig;ﬁd

Sydney Games.

jlrll:llE:.JA::lm.ing security plans fea-
ture two electronic fences at
the main Sydney Olympic site
and infra-red cameras. metal
detectors and built-in move-
ment alarms at all Olympic
VENuUes.

Allanta was pia%ul:d by traf-
lic congestion during the
Games, its transport system
for athletes, spectators and
media did not meet demand
and the Games' comput=r sys-
tem failed to deliver prompt
and accurate results.

After witnessing Atlanta's
troubles. Sydney officials have
begun drawing up plans for a
full-scale test of the city's in-
frastructure in late 1999 or
early 2000

"We've got to give ourselves
enough time to that we can
make any fine-turning neces-
sary before the event ™ said
New South Wales (NSW) state
Fremier Bob Carr after return-
ing from Atlanta.

Carr said a number of
events would be held simulta
neously at the main Olympic

preening herself

pensation to break the
Japanese law banning anyone
under age 18 [rom shooting
firearms

The organisers have lined
up 1,300 buses and 1,300 cars
for transportation among the
VETILES.

Asked abouut Atlanta's prob-
lems with lost and late buses,
Makoto Kobayashi, the organis-
ing commitiee's director-gen-
eral, said Saturday thal #
have already basically lormu-
lated the transportation plans,
but what we have seen here in
Atlanta will help us in finalis-

ing them."

Japanese security special-
ists also have been obser-in
Atlanta's arr ts. but
don't think there is much
chance of a terrorist attack in
Japan." he said.

Making their Olympic de-
buts as medal s at the
N Games will be snow-
hﬁardir;F women's ice hockey
and cu

Also fnr the first time. pro-
fessionals from the National

Hockey League will compete.
opening thrt polilhillt -
eral Dream Teams {ihr the

esquad of American prgn inr
com in Olympic baske

ha]lpe(‘la:ﬁgda Ilun-lI:i Sweden,
the Czech Republic and the
United States all are capable of
fielding similar squads in
hockey.

N o has promised that
simplicity will be another fea-
ture of the Games. That might
comfort an 10C member from a
tropical county who expressed
worries that a long opening
ceremony would expose spec-
tators to an uncomfiortable
amount of winter weather.

Now if only the argument
over the men's downhill ski
course would go away

Nagano. a city of 350,000
is a center of high-tech indus

- fundede: yeniare -but; ihloﬂﬁw

site in Sydney's west as part of
the exercise.
Atlanta was a privately-

state is un t-
ing the 2000 Games and has
budgeted to spend a 1.9 billion
dollars (1.46 billion US dol-
lars) to stage them.

Australia's media on Monday
urged Sydney organisers to
learn from Atlanta's painful ex-
perience.

"The Hard Leasson from
Atlanta is that is easier to win
the game than to run an effi-
cient Olympics,” the Sydney
Morning Herald newspaper
cautioned in its editorial.

The newspaper said Atlanta
made crucial mistakes in fail- |
ing to build all the venues well
in advance or properly organ-
ise its army of volunteers.

Another newspaper warned
that Sydney's airport did not |
have the capacity to cope with
the surge ol international visi-
tors expected during the
Olympics.

But the Herald concluded
its editorial, saying: "Sydney. |
ironically, is now well-placed
to run a successful and effi-
cient Olympics because Atlanta
= Ililfﬂrtunﬂtﬂl}' — failed to do
S0

|

iries amid the Japan Alps. It
plans to stage 14 international
competitions
test its Olympic facilities.

The downhill ski course
was tested by men's World Cup
racers last winter, and skiing's
world government body. FIS,
pronounced it oo short to
provide the challenge desired
of Olympic competition.

Not all the comment
bad.

“It's short, but twisty and
risky.” said France's Luc
Alphand. last season's top
World Cup downmhill racer. "l
like short courses, too, mi}fb-c
because | m not that young.

FIS wants the start raised
from the present 5512 feet
(1.681 metres) to 5,906 feet
(1.801 metres). A ski lift to
that height exists, hul envi-
ronmental groups objec r
ing racing from there #nud
require building more facilities
in a nature protection area
where construction is banned.

Nagano's Olympic organiz-
ing committee, in keeping
with its time of games that are
in harmnony with nature, is sid-
ing with them.

was

Johnson retains
IBF crown

INGLEWOOD. Caltfornia,
6: Mark Johnson success-
fully defended his IBF fly
weight title, stopping Raul
Juarez in the eighth round,

reports AP
Johnson, who also floored
the Mexican challenger in the
third round Monday night, im
woved to 30-1 his 23rd
nockout The Washington,
DC. fighter extended his un-
beaten to streak to 29 and his
knockout string to 12

Al

|
|
this winter to ‘

Tonga sits on
native Olymp
while the United States lan-
géishca in 36th place, reports

came
ment courte
weight Paea
population of around 100,000
ensured they
top of the alternative table.

sporti
Australia finished sixth and
seventh while Germany occu-
pied 21st
ished a place above the United
States in 35th. China,

world's most ulous nation.
L ‘__._E T‘rﬂ’h pﬂp

SINGAPORE, Aug 6: Tiny
of an alter-

ics medal table

uter
Bryan Thomas, vice-presi-

dent at the Bank of America in
Singapo
which
awarded divided by a country's

population.

devised a table
oints to medals

re,
VES

Tonga's sole medal, a silver, .
m the boxing tourna-

of super-h
olfgramm. ma
finished at the

more established
and

Of the
nations, Hu

position. Russia fin-
the

1 Fongs

Eﬁ

. Slovenia
. Finland.

Two Romanian
natants defect?

BUCHAREST, Aug 6: Two

Romanian swimmers have re-
fused to return home from the
Atlanta Olympic Games and
want a sporting career in the

United States,

Romanian

newspapers said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

hero.

Razvan Petcu,

Alexandru Ivanovici and
little known

previously, had told Romanian
Olympic delegation officials

they

want to settle in the

United States, daily newspaper
Curierul National said.

Romanian sports authorities

could not immediately confirm

the re
us empl;:.ass}r
they
swimmers had applied for
immigration.

aportsmm who migh

wei
ha
after a weekend disappearance
that had sparked re
he had also made a dash for a
bctt::r life.

Prutcanu, a senior
istry official. told Reuters,

history
most prominent athlete to ask
to remain this year was Iraqi
weightlifter Raed Ahmed. who
carried his country's flag at the
opening ceremony.

rts and officials at the
in Bucharest said
had no indication the

Romanian media said that
tlifter Marius Chiharean
reappeared on Monday,

ports that

Lﬁamn tlhim:nu

t wa:m 1o
d a part of thcir life in the
nited States,” Dumitru
sports min-

A final head count would be

made later on Tuesday, when
the Romanian Olymp
tion is
Atlanta, Pruteanu said.

ic delega-
ted to return from

Defections are part of the
of the Olympics. The

Post-Games
photo stop!

ATLANTA, Aug 6: With the
Olympic flame snuffed out and
much of Centennial Olympic
Park closed, sightseers have
found a new attraction — the
apartment of Richard Jewell,
reports AP.

Several carloads of tourists
found their way Monday to the
apartment bombing remained
out of sight and the FBI and
media maintained round-the-
clock scrutiny.

Some passed by for a gulck
peek and waved at the dwin-
dling battery of television
crews camped outside. One
man stopped his car in the
middle of a road and turned on
his video recorder.

The gawkers caught no
sight of Jewell, who has re-
mained inside since meeting
Sunday with attorney Jack
Martin, a past president of the
Georgia Criminal Defense
La s Association.

ewell, a privately hired se-
ard, was the first to
nntirr: the knapsack-bomb that
exploded July 27 at Centennial
Olympic Plrk. killing one
woman and injured 111.

His heroic i crumbied
when federal authorities began

investigating him, apparen ll:m

s sty
mnf—

bomber® — n
ficer who seeks to become a

-:unl:

tary man or as

FBI spokesman Jay Spada-
fore declined to comment
Monday on the investigation,

but hl.': sul l‘ﬂ that Jew!:l]
shouldn't expect
publicly \rindlr:ltt him I,

decides not to charge him.
"We don't announce that
people are cleared. The FBI

just doesn't do that." Spadafore
said.

Kenya stands

its ground

NAIROBI, Aug 6: A Kmm
athletics chief r.::
fended the Alfrican Eﬂ'l.ll‘ltﬂ'l

rformances on the track at

he Atlanta Games. reportis
Reulter.

Kenya was widely tipped
dominate events ranging from
the B00 metres (o
marathon, but in the md
left with one gold med
Joseph Keter won the 3.000

metres steeplechase.

to

the



