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Rafi Tragedy

N.g:SCB
axhasan
USA:

It is with great regret and
sadness | am writing this that
Rafi Ahmed. a frequent con-
tributor in scb (with net name
Pati Mastan), drowned in a NJ
bay on 7/28 6 pm Eastern
time. He has not been traced
ever since. After an all out res-
cue mission. the chance of his
survival has been described as
siim. and we are faced with a
grim consequence of his life.

Dipen Bhattacharya
dipen@tigre. ucr.edu
USA:

Intéernet binds hearts
where faces are not seen. | al-
ways wondered about the
nickname Pati Mastan. Just the
simple use of an unusual nick-
name possibly shows a man
with humor.

In this sterile world of
faceless communication you
still cannot run away from
tragedies. 1 am deeply sad-
dened, my sympathy goes to
his close ones.

Naeem
naeem@ix. netcom.com
USA:

NJ Coast Guard resumed
search this morning at 7 am.
Status unchanged. Search has
moved out of 911 status. Rafi's
parents are arriving this
morning 10:30 from Dhaka
and going to Sandy Hook.

Please pray for Rafi and
family. Please pray for a mira-
cle to happen.

Dasgupta
TXD1 1 1@psuvm psu.edu
USA:

I enjoyed many of Rafis’
(Pati-mastan) posts. | am sad
to know this. .

For interested neitors who

are curious to go back to some
of his posts. please (try
Dejanews. |

Sharif Islam ,
ssislam@mds.gmw.ac.uk
UK:

Only last Friday(26/7/96) |
received a long posting from |
Rafi ‘Ahmed, which was ex-
tremely scholarly and witty.
This moring I was trying to
cook up an answer to sound
smart and pompous. suddenly
this news caught up my eyes. |
find this news hard to swallow.
| am really worring for a per- |
son whom [ have never seen. | |
wish it was one of his practical !

I
|

jock and | wish he reappeared
on the SCB like a magician
with a loud bang.

Mahmood Hassan, USA: It was
first such news that | came ac-
cross in SCB. |1 have no words |
perfect enough to express
sympathy to those who suffer
directly for such sudden
demise. May Allah help them |
and 1 do pray for the miracle. |
We would like to know more
about him if possihle.

Naeem. USA: It is with deep |

regret that I inform everyone |
that at approx .3 PM today |
[Thursday] NJ CoastGuard lo-
cated the body of Rafi Ahmed |
[inna lillahi oa inna ilaihi ra-
jeun). Formalities have to be
completed Friday morning and
body will be brought back to |
NY inshallah Friday afternoon. |
Janaja 'will be held either
Friday aftermnoon or Saturday
morning. To send condolences |
to family . please visit Asif
Saleh's Web-site:
http: / /www4 ncsu.edu/eos /use
rs/a/asaleh/WWW /guest /rafi2 h
tm}

Our prayers for Rafi's soul
and his family.

Attention All Bangladeshi
Students in The UK!!

N.g£.: soc.culture.bangladesh
Shabbir A. Bashar o

S. Bashar@kcl ac.uk

UK:

Dear SCBites,

I post this message on behalf
of the First Secretary, Mr
Kamrul Ahsan, at the
Bangladesh High Commission
in London, UK. He is inter-
ested in contacting the
Bangladeshi students currently
pursuing higher education
(both undergraduate and post
graduate studies) in the UK.
I'm told this

is to maintain some sort of a
database of current and poten-
tial experts in the country.
You may always pursue the
matter directly with Mr

Ahsanat the High Commission .
- Fear not, 1 hardly think the
mafia is out to get you !!

Wednesday 7th August
(Al programmes are in lacal
time. There
may be changes in the progra-
mmes)

Out  Budding Sights

You may have noticed from a
recent test message posted on
SCB by myself from the High
Commission - they are finally
o1 Jine M

Their contact address eic.. are
as follows: |

Mr, Kamrul Ahsan

First Secretary

High Commission
Bangladesh

28 Queens Gate, London SW7 |
SJA

Tel. : 0171 584 0081

Fax : 0171 225 5130

E -mal

bdesh lon@dial. pipex.com

http:/ /coel eee kel ac-uk/usr/s
habbir /bd /bdsemb /bdsemb htm |
Please circulate this message |
to all your Bangladeshi col-
leagues and students who are |
not on the net. |
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The articles or "posts" (to use Internet parlance) published in this page come from the 14274 Internet usenet
news groups like soc.culture.bangladesh (scb). In these news groups Internet users from around the world
post articles, discuss views or opinions on classified issues. In "Live from the Internet" The Daily Star

reprints these posts verbatim (not even excluding the language errors) jsut as they would appear on your

computer screen. They have only been edited for size relevance to the subject matter.

Looking for
volunteers

N.g.: soc.culture bangladesh
Sohail Hasnie
reggen@uvicnet.net. au
Australia:

I have decided 1o take up a
project to develop a 2 minute
vidleo -

on the positive side of
Bangladesh. The pgarments,
leather, software and other
labour intensive indusiries
where Bangladesh has devel-
oped a capability in the last 5
years (one minute);

. The video will also promote
tourism (one minute);

. There will be a series of five
two-minute clips: and

. The video will be shown in
the National Televisions of the
Western countries - USA,
Eurepe, Australia, NewZealand

COUNTRY /STATE

‘This is a non profit initia-.

tive. 1 need you to respond.
This may also be shown in, the
departure lounges of the Dhaka
airport.
. Whether you know anybody
who will help us to create the
Video (I have a relative in
BTV who is associated with
Rupasi Bangla - he will defi-
nitely help)

Please circulate this memo
to others who may be inter-
ested.

M. Rezaul Abid
abidmr@tuns.crl

| Let me know. exactly what you
Cintend to do and how are we

going to collect the money for
such noble endevour?
I will write to you once 1

| get the price information from
| our jocal CBC station.

e — e =

NEWS PAPER FROM BANGLADESH

N.g.:.SCB

delwar
delwar@ns1.bangla.net
Bangladesh:

Beximco media Ltd, pub-
lishers of daily news paper
"The Independent” is planning
to release this on line.We
would be very grateful to you if
you kindly help us by giving
your valuable feed-back for our
feasibilty study:

(I)Indepnedent is a 16 page
multocoloured publicatiagn

(2) It is the second most
widely read English daily.

(3) Our propsed monthly sub-
scription for the online version
is USS25.- _ ¢
We look forward to vour yalu-
able commenst and suggse-
tions. '

Andrew Robinson

. the OECD. The idea is to andrew@bangla.net
promote the image of Bangladesh:
HHI;E]IH?EE%LHELP [ NEED ONE naen 1 jseked Ik
) Independent 1
' VOLUNTEERS IN EACH PHOCEnt iBaL your i the}r

were interested in publishing
postings from SCBers, they
said, flatly, no. When | pointed
out that Bangladeshis from
around the world were en-
gaged in some fascinating pub-
lic debate, and that perhaps
The Independent could use
SCB contributors as a source of
foreign correspondence, they
said. "Why should we? We al-
ready subscribe to the New
York Times News Service."
Now Beximco's Indepen-
dent has come to SCB for help

-- help on how much money
SCBers are willing to give.

In my opinion. SCB is one
of the only ‘'media forums in
the world in which
Bangladeshis can discuss is-
sues openly with each other.
Companies like Beximco are
not at all interested in sup-
porting such open forums --
they are interested in support-
ing their own profits. |

Web access in Bangladesh
has been a mixing blessing. On
the one hand we will see an
increase in large Bangladeshi
companies like Beximco using
the Internet for profit; on the
other hand, we will see a de-
crease in the number of com-
mon Bangladeshis using it
amongst themselves -for infor-
mation exchange (the price of
local email has gone up con-
siderably now that email
providers are linking directly
to the Internet).

. Perhaps, rather than paying
§25 per month and supporting
the most elitist newspaper in
the Bangladesh. SCBers should
demand a permanent place in
the pages of the Independent
(as SCB now has in the Daily
Star). i

Yes, Bangladeshis abroad
need more news about
Bangladesh direct from from
the homeland, and in the
coming months, if things go
here as expected, the SCB |
newsgroup will start receiving
a wealth of homeland news.. for
free. Beximco's Independent,
on the other hand, is inter-
ested only in the wealth, not
the news.

i m e o ——— i

COMPUTER TAX

Canada:
Ureetings!
I live in Halifax, Nova
| Scotia. Canada. CBC is the Ng:SCB
National TV here. If you want Sohel Q. Khan
- me to volunteer from this part sichan@tisl ukans.edu
of the world, consider me in. | USA:

Bangladesh should abolish

{ import tax on computer.

Shimant Manzur
manzurs@fp.co.nz
New Zealand:

Most of the wendors in

I:xprtmd in these columns

o »
Disclaimer
The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It |s free from all sorts of censorship and
| restrietions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.
The opinions expressed in these columns are the

author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to

know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions
— Editor.
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Bangladesh import spare parts
for the desktops . which are
assembled locally. That's prob-
ably why there's no pressure
on the authorities to abolish
tax on de . BTW, in case
you're f[reighting goods to
Bangladesh, | suggest not to
send 'em in unaccompanied
luggage/cargo. Reasons being.
at ZIA they handle delicate |
electronic items like brick
pieces (FRAGILE labels don't
make any sense to the labours)
., and you’'ll need te hire a
clearing and forwarding agent,
get 58 signatures (yes, 58!)
from various desks at customs
office. 1 had this nightmarish
experience couple of months
ago, when [ freighted my
brother’'s stereo components
to Dhaka (gnyways, that would
be the first and last time |
freight anything to Dhaka).

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide
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Infalbity

N.g.: alt.folklore.science
Kenly Uy - MHNG /W94 ¥
kuy@acs.ryerson.ca

Canada:

Some university profs are
notoriously stubborn and
wrong. Their status may some-
times make them even arro-
gant about their wrongs!

James Follett
James@marage.demon.co. uk
UK:

And not pnly professors.
Edison saw no future in alter-
nating current, and back in the
1950s Britain had an
Astronomer Royal who thought
that space travel was bunk.
Also 1 believe it was J S
Haldane who scoffed at the
notion of ball lightning until he
experienced it at first hand.

Minimum
Mars Crew

N.g.: sci.space.tech
Zerog
zerog@aol.com
USA:

The minimum crew size for
a Mars mission is one., Period.
Any other questions?

cd skogsberg
cd@alfakonsult. se
Sweden:

Yeah, what happens if s|he
dies? -
Magnus Redin
redin®lysator.liu. se
Sweden.

The mission fails and -you
launch another one.

Jim McCoy
mccoy@communities.com

. USA:

No, the political will to
fund such a venture disap-
pears, someone is hung out to
dry for not anticipating this
problem. and the entire pro-
gram faces cancellation.
Consider what happened when
one US Space Shuttle blew
up...and we had several we
could use at the time... If the
first

Mars mission fails there
will not be a second one within
our lifetime,

Wheel Of Fourtune 4:30 Ghaav

" The Daily Sta
reader's A

N.g.: soc.college

Ranjit

Reader, The Daily Star

BBA, Chittagong University
Can some one send me info

on admission in undergraduate

and post graduate courses in

BBA, MBA, Finance, Account-

ing, Management. Thanks in

advance.

Ashraf Ali Faruk
Reader, The Daily Star
DEDO, Dhaka:

I'm a fresh BCS (Custom,
Excise & VAT) officer. I'm in-
terested to study International
Economics in Post-graduate
level at any recognised US
University.

AGNI is Online Now !
¢ WWW \
¢ On Line E-mail
&

Agni Systems Ltd,
Plot #15, Road #17, Banani C/A, Dhaka 1213 -
Tel. 882379, 872454 Fax. 831070

All other facilities
available on the net

B7-8 Bashati Condominium

882547

The Drily Star 5

sking ......

Mearuvin
InfoCenter@worldnet.att.net
USA:

C hec

out
http:/ /www.admazing.com /info
-center.

They have a current listing
of scholarship for the month
you can browse NOW FOR
FREE ONLINE. You have to
love the free stuff!

AlB2321996
alb2321996@aol.com
USA:
I was searching the inter-
net for a book or info on how
tlo get scholorships and tuition
breaks etc. 1 found the
Volition Bookshop
<http://www volition.com/boo
kshop/> There is a whole
section with these type of
books called "Books about
Scholarships and Student
Finances."

i'Looking for
Particle Board

N._g.: alt.business.import-export
Philip Lee

ycclphil@ms 1. hinet.net

Korea:

We are buying from
Western Bio Systems Ltd,
India. Now looking for other
new supplier from India. I am
interested in Bangladeshi
products too. Pleaese revert all
information to me soon. Any
comment on this deal. pleaes
don’'t hesitate call me.

Specification;
300mmx300mmx35mmi{t)
qunatity: 40'container x 40
Destination: Pusan, Korea
Trade terms: At sight L/C, C&F

. Pusan, Korea

Contact: Young-Chung Co., LTd.
FPhilip Lee ' —'
Tel:+886 2 972 5032
Fax:+886 2 973 9794

EARN BIG MONEY INYOUR
SPARETIME

N.g.: alt.business.seminars
Steve Dowell
dowells@ix.netcom.com

USA:

If you are willing to spend
an hour or two a day working
on your computer, using your
email program and your
Internet browser... Then you
will be very interested in
TSSI's brand-new, online mar-
keting concept.

Working an hour or two a
day, you can have an
UNLIMITED income potentiall!
This is a true GROUND FLOOR
opportunity, and we'll give you
a FREE Web Page to help mar-

ket your business!
For all the details. visit my
Web page at:

hitp:/ /www. patriot net /users/
michaud /b00BO016. htm Or E-
mail me at: dow-
ells@ix.netcom.com

These newsgroups have been provided courtesy of
Information Services Network Limited (Tel. 842752).

You can also participate in this page by sending us your
views/questions/comments/inquiries (anything that you
want). The Daily Star will then send your responses into the

Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will be read

and commented on by participants from around the world.
Letters should be rioc more than 100 words in length and

titled.

Please send or fax your Internet

posts to

M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the Internet”,
The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-
1205. (GPO Box no : 3257) Fax 863035.
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TOM and JERRY

James Bond

y

SORRY, JAMES —
COULDN'T SUOW
WHILE YOU WERE
FIRNG ' YOU WOP
OFF — I'LL DELIVER
TUESE MUGS TO
THE LAW AT
GWREEN ISLAND

v 2.

BUCKS IF YOUL
GET US OUTA
TS LIMEY ' A—

.BUT YOU PROMISED




