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NEWS BRIEFS

President assents

to two Bills

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas on Monday assented to
the two Bills, according to a
Parlilament Secretariat press
release yesterday. The two
Bills are: the Consolidated
Fund (Supplemen and
propriation) Bill, 1 and
Consolidated Fund (Grant in
Advance and Appropriation)
Bill, 1996. The House passed
the Bills on August 3.

Hasina goes to
Jhenidah today
From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Aug 6: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
visit Jhenidah tomorrow. ac-
cording to district administra
tion sources. During the visit
the Prime Minister will inau
gurate Jhenidah TV relay sta-
tion amnd address a public
meeting at the government
boys high school. She will also
meel government
the Jhenidah Circuit House.

Lankan Health
Minister in city

Sri Lankan Minister for

Health, ways and Social
Services A HM Fowzie
arrived in on a 3-day ol-
ficial visit to yes-

terday. Health and F Wel-
fare Minister Salahuddin Yusuf
received the guest at the Zia
International Airport. Health
and Family Welfare Secr

Mohammad Ali and the hig

officials at |

=

AL-15: BNP-1

86 nominations for
JS by-polls valid

after scrutiny yesterday,
ports UNB.

Election Commission Sec-
retariat sources said only two
nomination papers of two in-

re-

rl.gccttd during the scrutiny.
f:g are: M Abu Husaain
er (Rangpur-6) and Mir M
Abul l{aiam Azad (Laxmi -2).
Nomination of Abu Hossain
Sarker was rejected for his
bank loan default while that of
Azad was cancelled as voter
number and address of his

SHRAVAN 23,

Nomination papers of 86
candidates for the September
5 by-elections to 15 Jatiya

Sangsad seats were found valid

dependent candidates were

L

1o:

proposer and seconder were

wrnn%.
A total of BB candidates on
Monday submitted nomination
papers for contesting the by-
election to 15 vacated seats.
The final list of candidates
is expected to be published
after August 12, the last date
for withdrawal of candidature.
By-election to another
constituency, Bhola-1, vacated
by Tofael Ahmed of Awami
League, has been withheld due
to a stay order of the court.
After scrutiny of nomination
papers yesterday the number
of candidates in the 15 seats
are: Three each in Bagerhat-1,

1403 BS.

JP-13: Independent-34

Pirojpur-2 and Sharjatpur-1,
four each in ur-2, Bogra-
6 and Sirajganj-1, five each in

Khulna-1 and Chitt -13,
six in a-7. seven in Chit-
tagong-1, eight each in Rang-

pur-6, Kurigram-3 and Eylhet-
4, and nine each in Rangpur-5
and Laxmipur-2,

The constituencies sched-
uled for by-election were va-
cated by nine top leaders of
the three major parties, who
won more than one seat in the
June 12 election but kept one
each and vacated the other
seats as per election rules.

Of the 16 constituencies,

See Page 12 Col 7

7, 1996

@he Daily Star

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, AUGUST

T S N TR - R TS rw TSmO S SESE s

RABIUL AWAL 21, 1417 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF §
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, §
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, !

MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE 4l
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. .

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

The Theatre Centre for Social Development brought out a colourful procession in the city

yesterday marking the Hiroshima Day.
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Holding of September 5 by-
elections to the 16 vacant
seats of the Jatiya Sangsad will
be a litmus test for the ruling

Awami League as all the previ-

ous ruling parties faced the al-

legation ol manipula lis.
The agitation that finally

toppled the BNFP government
of Begum Khaleda Zia had its
root in the charge of polls rig-
ging. The then opposition par-
ties — the Awami League, the
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami — launched a cambmcd
agitation aﬁmnst the BNP g
ernment a the paﬂ falled
to maintain its neutr to a
large extent in hn]ding the
first phase by-polls to 11 par-
liamentary seats in 1991.

The joint movement be-
came intensified by the accusa-
tion of the Dhaka-1]1
by-polls and reached its peak
wheun - the , BNP -clearly -
peared to use its power as the

News Analysw

Coming by-polls litmus
test for ruling AL

By Nazmul Ashraf

ruling party to influence the
outcome of the Magura-2 by-
election.

Angered and aggrieved by
the farcical by-polls, the AL
and its allies were compelled
to resign en masse from the
parliament in late 1994 and
took to the streets demanding
all following national elections
to be held under a neutral non-
party government. They argued
that free and fair polls were
impossible under the BNP gov-
ernment.

Winning the by-polls at all
costs, particularly in the op-
position vacated seats, was
considered a priority task by a
section of the BNP leadesship.
This was done to prove that
the then government was
gain wlarity because of
its m !

is tactic of ug ing to show
rising popularity
-~ See Page 12 Col 1
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6 candidates are
relatives of

party leaders

BY Staff Correspondent

Six of the candidates nomi-
nated by Awami League, BNP
and Jatiya Party for contesting
the September 5 by-elections
are relatives of top leaders of
the parties.

Sheikh Helaluddin, cousin
of AL Chief Sheikh Hasina has
been nominated to contest for
the Bagerhat-1 Jatiya Sangsad
seat, one of the two seats va-
cated by her following the

eneral elections. Prof Wahed

iah, brother-in-law of Sheikh
Hasina has also been nomi-
nated to contest in Rangpur-6
constituency on AL ticket. The
seat was vacated by JP Chief H
M Ershad.

Dr Mohammad Selim,
elder brother of Telecommu-
nications Minister Mohammad
Nasim, has been nominated by
AL for the Serajganj-1 seat va-
cated by Nasim.

In Chittagong-13, BNP has
nominated Momtaz Begum,
wife of Oli Ahmed. The seat
was vacated by Oli Ahmed.

-Jatiya Party has be
See Page 12 Col 3

Two Bills
passed

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad (JS)
terday passed two Bills see
restructuring of two agricul-
tural research organisations of
the country "to ensure im-
proved research facilities in
the agriculture sector”.

The Bills adopted by voice

vote are: The Bangladesh Rice
Research nstitute
(amendment) Bill, 1996 and

the Bangladesh Institute of
Nuclear Agriculture
(amendment) Bill, 1996.

Piloting the bills, the Agri-
culture Minister Motia Chowd-
hury told the House that the
two legislations would help the
organisations to conduct ef-
fective research and studies
for mordernising the country's
agriculture.

She said. the World Bank
(WB) would provide the insti-
tutes with financial assistance
for research work and studies.

Some Opposition members
while stressing the need for
exlensive research in the agri-
culture sector. however ex-

L{.rlcluqd their lgprlh:nlmn"

See Page 12 Col '1

“wmct Intrnbeﬁ

JS discussion on

General discussion on the
national budget for 1996-97
continued on the second day
yvesterday at the Jatiyva Sangsad
in the city, reports BSS.

Initiating the discussion
Abdul Alim (BNP-Jai urhat]
termed the budget as a cu;gr
the budget technic followe
the BNP finance minister ln
the previous budgets and that
was why he did not oppose it.

He said the budget could
not give any new direction
about the future though the fi-
nance minister claimed it in
his budget speech. The budget
speech was an echo of the
past, he said.

Alim criticised the activities
in the post-independent pe-
riod of the Awami League gov-
ernment and said in the name
of socialism they nationalised
mills and factories overnight
and ran those by politically ap-
pointed in rienced people.

In the midst of shnutin
and table thumping of Treas
fm rf;.d
some reports from the daily

‘League

‘budget continues

Janakantha published during
post-liberation period which
quoted Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman saying "l am
surrounded by flatterers, cor-
ruption all around, etc ..."

The Speaker said no news-
paper or any other unauthentic
quotations would be included
in the proceedings of the
House.

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Prof. Badruddoza
Chowdhury said there was no
provision to read newspapers
in the House but could be
quoted and the Speaker could
verify the authenticity later.

Taking the floor Awami
member Sajeda
Chowdhury said. Alim also
spoke about the past and if one
goes to the past in 1971 the
role of Alim was that of a
‘razakar .

When the Speaker gave the
floor to S M Akram (AL) to
speak on the proposed na-
tieagal budget P and
i elecon.nmmanications irmster

See Page 12 Col 4

Bangladesh should immedi-
ately frame countervailing and
anti-dumping laws and form a
National Commission consist-
ing of government and cham

representatives to protect
local products from unfair
competition from foreign
roducts and possible
adversities' posed by the en-
forcement of GA agree
ments.
This was suggested by
economists. businesamen and
experts in different flelds at a
seminar on agreements ol the
Uruguay Round held in the city
yesterday. They observed that
although the country was al
ready lacing some rse im
plications of GATT agree
ments, the government had
hardly taken any concrete
steps to overcome those
All 1es should be recasl
and uate institutional sup
port be given in the light of
these agreements. the experts
said
A coordination and

cnmmissﬂmrn{&'iunkam'

hSB were
resent. Later uddin
usuf called on the Sri Lankan

Minister at the state guest

house Maghna', reports &
RU staff continue
strike for 2nd day

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAAHI. 6: On the
second day of the 13-day
sirike called by the officers

and employees of Rajshahi

Univer . almost all offices
remaine cl.uud on the cam-
pus. The U Authorities

andﬂ'r:ﬂﬁictrll!ﬁ
ees' Okiya Parishad ]
were contin their discus-
sions to end the strike.

Indian goods worth
Tk 60 lakh seized

RAJSHAHI, Aug 6 BDR
personinel of |14 Rifle Battalion
seized Indian contraband
worth Taka about 60 lakh and
arresied 20 persons in ial
anti-smu drive at
ent areas of the
Rajshahi, Natore, Pabna and
Noagaon during the last fort-

night .

districts of |

|

monitoring cell should also be

established in the Ministry of
Commerce 1o
matiers concerning

deal with

safeguard
measures outlined in the
Uruguay Round agreemenis.

¥ g sa.lgge:sted

seminar on

By Staff Correspondent

Uruguay Round Agreemnent will
discuss anti-dumping mea-
sures, subsidies and counter-
valling measures, safeguard
measures, customs valuation,
pre-shipment inspection and
technical barriers to trade and
import lcensing procedures.
The seminar is jointly organ

ised by the Ministry of Com-
merce and the Dhaka Chamber

Work stoppage at
Ctg dock today

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Aug 6. Eight
container vessels remain
stranded at the Chittagong
port following a go-slow' pro
gramme taken by dock work

ers and operalors, port offi
clals said
The dock workers and

equipmen! operalors started
the go-slow from August |

demanding more lips senior
port officis !
Meanwhile, the port em-

ees' association has given a
call for observing a four-hour
work abstention (omorrow
from B8 am to noon lo press
home its demand for more fi-
nancial benefits for the port
employees

'-{
Sy

-

C-op:es of the Pf'lnﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ of Wales book The Hahng of a Queen’ on sale for a

‘Countervailing steps to protect
local products suggested

of Commerce and Industry at
its office.

Additional Secretary. Com
merce Ministry Azad Ruhul
Amin inaugurated the seminar
which was chaired by DCCI
President Ali Hossain. Joint
Secretary of Commerce Min-
istry Golam Rahman. Consul
tant of Uruguay Round Study
Project of the ministry Dr M M
H Joarder, Dr Ali Rashid of
Tarifl Commission, Dr De
bapriya Bhattachariya of BIDS
lormer DCCI President R Mak-
sud Khan, among others. par
tcipaled in the discussion.

ey sald since Bangladesh
was not properly e uip 1 for
meeting the stan and
rules of the agrfﬂnrntu on
anti-dumping, counter-vailing
and subsidiary measures of the
Uruguay Round. the country
should be cautious in interna
tional trading to avoid litiga
tion and to protect the inter
esl ol the local industries

Following the agreement on
anu-dumpin countervalling
measures and subsidies. differ-
ent developed countries filed
2000 cases against exporters
of developing countries for
with the
the seminar w2s
Some 90 per cent of
See Page 12 Col 4

non-conformity
agreement,
told

- — = — =

Star Report

Alter stormy sessions for
two consecutive days, yester-
day's session of the Jatiya
Sangsad was a lively one and
was marked with some lighter
mormenits.

"How much does one of
‘patal’ (a kind of vegetable)
cost?” Awami League lawmaker
A S M Feroz asked Fazlur
Rahman alias Patal when the
later stood on a point of order

Abdul Hamid, who was in

the chair pronounced the BNP |

‘lrrunldlur s pet name — Patal
|

while giving him the floor
| "(Go to bazar to know the
price,” a smiling Fazlur Rah

i man told Feroz

The Deputy Speaker then
clarified. "l did not mean that

| patal

Thanking the Chair, the
BNFP MPF said "You mentioned
it (his pet name) with good
sense. Hut Feroz looked at the
matter with AL s eyes.”

1 know, you (Patal) have a

cial relation with Feroz. "

ul Haq concluded

The House burst into lauﬁh
ter when the [}cR‘uty Speaker
told BNP's retd)
Akhtaruzzaman '!r’uuru is not
an ugly face. Don't hide it, we
want to see your nice face.”

Ma) (retd) Akhtar's flace
could not be seen as he was

See Page 12 col 6

pound at a cut
price book stall at Woodvale Rally, Southport in the United Kingdom Sunday — AFP/UNB photo
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. tion sector the to
. the current year s
| sidering expansion ol educa

[lliteracy to go within decade : PM

Public, pvt sectors need
uniform edn standard

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vf-strrddv said there is
no alternative to "education for

all” for socio-economic and po-
litical development, reports
LUUNB.

She reiterated her govern-

ment's commitment to eradi-
cate illiteracy within next 10
years and emphasised the

need for a uniform standard of

| education in both public and

private sectors.
Inaugurating a four-day con-
ference on "Universal Primary

| Education '96" at a local hotel

in the morning, Hasina also
siressed iIntroduction of
proper appointment rules to
select efficient, competent and

. re 51;{(1 nsiblé teachers.

he Prime Minister cate-
gorically said that appointment
of teachers and their responsi-

. bilities would be kept above

political influence. The govern

| ing, management. supervision,

and inspection of an institution
will also be freed from litical
interterence. she added.
Hasina asserted that her
government had given educa-
priority in
t, con-

tion as a social movement

She suggested that initia
tives be taken flor setting up
new schools expansion ol

physical infrastructure, cur-
riculum reforms. implementa-
tion of teachers training pro-
grammes and distribution of
text books free of cost.

The Prime Minister said
the nation cannot afford to

step into the 21st century
without education at a time
when the whole world is

preparing to welcome a new
civilisation based on science
and technology.

“In the last 2] years, educa-
tion has become a commodity.”
she said regretting that we do
not have a proper education
policy even after 25 years ol
independence.

In the absence of a proper
education policy, Hasina said,
the nation has been pursutﬂf,
an "immoral and valueless’
ucalion system. "History in the
curriculum was distorted in
past 21 years giving birth to a
crippled generation,” she ob-
served

Citing an example from
mathematics curriculum, she
sald. "We can't build up honest
and patriotic citizens by teach-
ing mixing of water with milk
and earning profit by selling

adulterated food.”
To save the nation from
moral degradation. Hasina

called for taking positive steps
See Page 12 Col 3

Bangladeshi food can be a
world-class cuisine

Bangladeshi food enjoys
much popularity in Britain and
has immense potential to
[lourish as an industry in Eu-
rope, America and Russia,
some Bangladeshi restaurant
owners in UK said here yes-
terday.

This can earn huge foreign
exch for the country and
creale thousands qf job oppor-
tunities for our people. they
said.

ng at an International
Seminar at a local hotel. lead-
ers of Bangladesh Caterers As-
sociation, UK. now in the city,
said that with effective busi-
ness plann and promotion,
Bangladeshi lood can be made
a world-class cuisine.

They said there could not
be any reason why Bangladeshi
tandwi and bhuna would not
be available in Toronto and
Brussels while plzza was popu-
lar in Papua New Guinea. Over-
scas Bangladeshis have the
skill and mastery in cookin
and preparing internationa
standard food but Initiative and

By Staff Correspondent

proper guidance is needed for
its expansion worldwide they
observed

The working session of the
seminar on “Populatising
Bangladeshi food worldwide
and the role of probashi in the
economic development of
Bangladesh and UK"™ was
chaired by Dr Moshiur Rah-
man, secretary, External Re-
sources Division. Three
keynote papers were pre
sented by M A Rahim, presi-
dent, Bangladesh Caterers As-
sociation, UK, (BCA) Saad

(Ghazi, secreta l.l H{,A
nndﬂdmnnnng

The seminar m 1}::-111!]}* or-
nised by Caterers
iation, U nnd the British

Commission in Dhaka

n his paper M A Rahman

said, starting in 1938, over 10

thousand Bangladeshi restau

rants are now operating in Bri
tain which provide employ
ment to more than 70 thou
sand Bangladeshi people living
there
Mohammad

Hi

Abdul Gaflar

sald Bangladeshis living in Bri-
tain are now ready to invest in
this country if the present
government removes bureau-
cratic red-tapism.

He also suggested for giving
more emphasis on tourism
sector and establishment of
more export processing zones
for attracting expatriate in-
vestment.

Saad Ghazi said that a trend
had already started among
wealthy expatriate
Bangladeshis to investment in
Bangladesh. The government

should take a ate mea-
sures (o utilise . he added

Earlier, lnlugurnllng the
seminar Iin the morning,
‘h aker Humayun Rasheed
{ owdhury sald, the

Bangladeshis living in UK have
been making great contribu
tions for the il\w"l-nt-lﬂnprm«--ni ol
the country

The inaugural function was

also addressed by among
others. former chiel justice
Kamaluddin Hossain, Major

See Page 12 Col 3
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'Surrender
illegal arms
by Aug 10'

The government has issued
a four-day ultimatum for sur-
render of illegal arms and
an?unitiun from 6 am today
Lo m on August 10, reports
N, P g €po

The Home Ministry in an
announcement yesterday
called upon the possessors of
unauthorised arms, ammuni-
tion and explosive to surren-
der those to the nearest police
station or Deputy Commissi-
oner.

"Those who will surrender
illegal arms, ammunition and

osive during the period
will not be charged only for
possessing those,” said the an-
nouncement.

The government Hopes that
all concerned will avail the
amnesly and thereby cooperate
with the government for the
sake of the country and nation.

The Home Ministry warned
that stern action would be

See Page 12 col 8

Ruling party
politicising
TV: BNP

Deputy Leader of the E
sition Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury accused the
government of politicising the
state-run television and using

it against the opposition,
reports UNB.
Briefing newsmen at

Parliament last night the BNP
leader said the government
was trying to tarnish the image

of the opposition in the House
and using the television to mo-

bilise public opinion against
BNP.

Criticising the ruhng part
for its telecast policy, he said:
"Either you sshould televise our
entire speech or refrain from a
partial cast."

"The BTV only telecasts the

See [Page 12 Col 7

Foreign Secy
oft to Delhi

Foreign Secretary Farnoq
Sobhan left Dhaka
a three-day official visit to

Delhi at the iafion _of his
mfan cou Sarman

| Haider, reports BSS.

The foreign secretary's visit
to New Dlelhi is a return visit
to that of the Indian forei
secretary to Bangladesh in last
June.

The foreign secretaries of
the two countries were man-
dated by their respective
heads of government to hold
regular consultations to dis-
cuss the entire gamut of bilat-
eral relations, particularly to
prepare the ground work for
resolution of all outstanding is-
sues between the two coun-
iries.

During the
Bangladesh f[oreign secretary
will hold talks with his Indian
counterpart on the major is-

See Page 12 col 8

Ruling party MP
Sharifuddin dead

Sharifuddin Ahmed, a Mem-
ber of Parliament of the ruling
Awami League, died at the PG
Hospital last night. He was 5,
report agencies.

Ahmed, who was elected
irom Habiganj-2 constituency,
died at 10:50 pm. His namaj-e-
janaza will be held today at 10
am at the south plaza of
Sangsad Bhaban.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas expressed deep shock
and profound grief at the death
of the newly elected lawmaker.

In a message of condolence,
President Biswas said late
Ahmed worked hard for the
welfare of the people through-
out his life.

With the death, the country
has lost a dedicated personal-
ity. he said.

The President expressed
sympathy to the members of
the aved family and prnycd
for eternal peace of the de-

visit, the

parted soul.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina also expressed her

deep shock at the death of
Ahmed. Several other minis-
ters also condoled the death of
their party colleague.
Meanwhile, Speaker
See Page 12 Col 2

Detained PIA
passengers sent
back to Pakistan

Bangladesh yesterday sent
back the Pakistani als,
who rrmntm.-d stranded at Zia
International Airport (ZIA)
since their arrival on Thursday.

“All the 53 Pakistanis were

sent back by a of
Pakistan Interna mlu
yesterday aftermoon.” sald an

on-duty immigration official at
LA

He said the PIA flight PK
267 that had landed at ZIA at
11:27 am took-off with the
Pakistani nationals at 2:56 pm.
“There was no trouble duri
their departure.” the officia
told UNB

Officials of Civil Aviation Au-
thority, Immigration Depart-
ment, Biman, ZIA and DMP
were present at the airport
during departure of the Pak-

See Page 12 col B



