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Croatia's finest
hour

ATLANTA. Aug 5: They
sang together with gusto and
gride. fans and athletes cele-

rating their strife-torn coun-
try's first Olympic gold medal
reports AP,

Croatia beat Sweden 27-26
in men's team handball Sun-
day. a historic and emotional
victory for a country that has
endured so much turmoil and
grief this decade.

"This is a crown for the
greatest achievement of our
country in sport.” said forward
Goran Perkovac. wheo along
with Bozidar Jovic and Irfan
Smaljlagic combined for 18
goals.

“We achieved the highest
oal an athlete can achieve =

maljlagic said. "This was a
once-in-a-lifetime chance. It's
not very likely there will be a

next chance.”

The Croatian fans who made

it to Atlanta urged their team
on with military
waving a sea of small banners,
flags and red-and-white bal-
loons. They were among the
crowd of 3
the finale in the Georgia Dome
the largest turnout in
Olympic history for a handball
game, officials said.

Spain won the bronze with
a 27-25 victory over world
champions France as Demetrio
Lozano scored five second-half
goals. his final one with 10
seconds left.

Rakib, Bulbul
BSJA's choice

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Sports Journal-
ists Association (BSJA) an-
nounced the winners of the
BJSA awards 1995 for players,
trainers, organisers and spon-
SOrs, says a press release,

The members of BSJA
voted Rakib Hossain, the na-
tional midfielder who joined
Premier Jleague champions
Abahani this year from Mukti-
joddha Sangsad. as the best

ter and nul Islam Bul-
bul. skipper of Mohammedan

Sporting Club cricket team, as
the best cricketer.

The other awardees urr
Haider Alam (hockey). (Malibub
Alam and Nilufar Yasmieen

(athletics). Mizanur

Karar
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Rahman (swimming). Saiful
Alam Chowdhury Rinki and

Nasiruddin Johny (shooting)
Rifat bin Sattar (chess). Mosa
ddequl Haque Rochi (table
tennis). A M _ Altal Hossain
Akul (handball). Shafiquzzaman
Shafique (organiser]. Moha-
mmad Mala and M Yusuf Chow-
dhury (trainers] and Square

Pharmaceuticals (sponsors).
Five former players have
also been named for special

awards. They are Abul Hossain
(volleyball), Amalesh Sen
(football), Dipu Roy Chowdhu
(ericket), Saidul Haque Sadi
(table tennis), an Abdul
Maleque Chunnu (hockey).

Two Russians
reinstated

ATLANTA. Aug 5: An arbi-
tration court Sunday reinstated
Iwo Russian athletes who were
stripped of their Olympic
medals after testing positive
for a banned drug. reports AP

In a surpnse decision, the
Court of Arbitration for Sport
ruled there was insufficient
scientific evidence to disqual
ity swimmer Andrie Korneyev
and Greco Roman wrestler
Zatar Crulyov

The court said 1t gave the
athletes the benefit of the
doubt’ because of uncertainty
over whether the drug bre-
mantarn i1s a sumulant.

Kormeyev and Gulyov were
among five athletes from the
former Soviet Union four
Russians and one Lithuanian —
expelled for using bromantan.
The other three are likely to
be reinstated Monday. 10C of-
ficials said.

The International Olympic
Committee said last Sunday
that Korneyev and Gulyov
lested positive for bromantan
Korneyev was striped of his
bronze medal in the 200-me-
tre breaststroke and Gulyov
lost his bronze in the light fly-
weight [(105.5-pound) weight
class.

After Sunday's ruling. 10C
director general Francois Car-
rard confirmed the sanctions
would be lifted and the medals
restored,

This 18 a decision an in-
dependent court. and the [OC
will. of course. comply with it."
he said

Russian Olympic Committee
president Vitaly Smirnov ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
ruling

It's very fair. | think.” he
said. From the ning
| told the 1OC the athletes are
not guilty. If there is a mistake
and by chance this medicine
can be considered a dru
stitnulant, this is the fault
our scieniists

il

of

songs while

439 who watched

A Dutch duu appear desperdte durmg theu '«u!leyball guld medal clash with Italy at the
Omni Coliseum on August 4. Their efforts paid off as the Netherlands won the match 3-2.

— AFP/UNB photo

ATLANTA, Aug 5 (AP): Carl
Lewis won another gold medal,
stirred up nearly a week uf
controversy, then disap
It seemed a fitting way Pe
to depart the Dlymplc stage

Because, for all the fantastic
achievements that made him
perhaps the greatest Olym-

pian, 'King' Carl forever
seemed tinged by controversy
and self- dizement.

At the end, he was mereély a
tator. watching from a VIP
bn-nth high atop 0Ilg'n'q:ni«: Sta-
dium while the 4 tre re-
lay team, his baby, ran without
him Saturday — and lost.

having Lewis in the relays
would have altered the result
and given him a record 10th
gold medal. But it's a pity the
ﬂucstiun ever came up in the
rst place.

e lingering impression
of Lewis l:hﬂuld ]}}awh n his
winni ap in the long jum
last ﬂﬁnday goi’ hiiII
record-tyi ]g nint gulda cover-
ing four Olympiads. The sight
of an aging warrior extracting a
jump for the ages from his 35-
year-old legs was the defining
moment of Lewis' career.

Or was it”?

The next day. like a painter
who crafts a masterpiece bul
doesn't know when to put
down the brush, Lewis began
lobbying for a spot on the 400
relay team. Never mind that he
had finished last in the 100 at
the US trials and didn't bother
to show up for a pre-Olympic
training camp.

When his erstwhile team-
mates complained aboul 'King'
Carl trying to horn his way
onto the track one more time,
he claimed he was merely
speaking for the fans who
wanted him on the relay squad

"Winning 10 gold medals
would be tre us.” Lewis
said "But after the other night,
you go through your career and
realise there is a time when
you hang up your kes and
call it a day at night

No one will ever know if

(winning the long jump] was
so special, | don't know if | can
match it.”

He never got the chance.

US coach Erv Hunt passed
over Lewis for a spot on the re-
lay team, even when his train:
ing mate and close friend
Leroy Burrell was injured.
When Burrell's replacement.
Tim Harden, sitru lf;glf-d to
graps the baton and made a
Elﬂg}}}" handoff after the sec-
ond leg, the Americans were
beaten outright in the 400 for
the first time in Olympic his
tory.

Lewis watched from his pri-
vate suit, then slipped out of
the stadium without uttering a
word to the media.

"He said. 'This' has all be-
come a big mess.” said Carol
Lewis, his sister "He gol
sucked into this whole big
mess and he got tried of it.

Of course. Lewis was used
to big messes.

He created a furor at the

‘B4 Olympics when he refused

to take his final four attempts

CARL LEWIS
in the long junmp. saying he
wanted to save himsell for the
200 final later in the day Right
in his home couniry. he was

booed the fans who wanted
to see him go for the worlid
record

Seven vyears later, in Lhe

greatest show ever for a long

_'King' Carl steps down

jumper, Lewis soared 8 84 me-
tres (29 feet) or bevond three
times at the world champi-
onships, only to be beaten by
Mike Powell's world record of
895 (29-4.5]).

Instead of praising Powell's
performance, Lewis scoffed at
it. proclaiming it a once-in-a-
lifetime effort that paled in
comparison to his own great
day. Lewis was right when he
said of Powell.
do it again.” But the public im-
age of 'King' Carl took another
blow

On the track, though. the |
whims of public opinion
couldn't diminish Lewis

greainess.

Not since the great .Jesse
Owens dominated track and
field during the mid- 1930s has

there been an athlete with the |

spread and explosiveness of
Car]l Lewis. And no one per-
formed so well, for so long.
Lewis e golds and one
silver include four golds at the
1984 Los Angeles Olympics
matching Owens' feat of four
golds at the 36 Berlin Games,

Lewis also equalled discus
thrower Al Oerter's record ol
winning the same event [(the
long jump) in four straight

CAlympics

For more than a decade, on
one beat Lewis in the long
jump. No one ran more sub 10-
second clockings in the 100.
No one has run on more 400-
meire relay teams that have
broken 38 seconds.
one has soared farther than

He mag never |
hi

And no |

8.50 (or 28 feet] more often in

the lm:Lj
L:Iii set or helped
set 10 world records.
‘Carl 1s the greatest athlete

I ve ever aeen. sald 1992
Olympic coach Mrel Rosen
and he proves it time and
tHime again

Yet the man himself re
mained an enigma to the very
end

None ol you . Lewls once
sald  “will ever know who |

l‘!"u“_‘f alll =
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ATLANTA Aug 5 (Reuter)
Working Irom his own script

LR

)

lo a soundtrack of raw south
ern rock and roll, Michael
Johnson tulfilled the Americar
dream and transformed the
face of the Atlanta Olympics

Team Johnsom persuaded
International Athletics Author
ilies Lo accept their rewritien
versiof of the Olympic sched
ule and permit the Texan at
tempt the first mens 200 and
400 metres double

A track designed 1o he the
fastest 1n history was laid. the
publicity machines were set in
actionn and corporate sponsors

the most unashamedly
commercial Games in history
sat back and waited for John-
son to deliver

And how he delivered 1n
19.32 unforgettable seconds
Johnson set the world 200
metres record spinning into
another dimension in the
greatest demonstration of pure
speed seen at the Olympics
since Florence Griffith-Jo
made a similar mockery
women's world 200 mark 1n
Seoul eight years ago. Johnson
released four years of planning.
I:r:paratmn and pressure in a

¢ roar of relief as he saw
th: time flash up on the score-
board.

Rock and roll. the street
music of Atlanta, resounded
ﬁ'u-:jn tﬂht stadium loudspeakers
an 2.000 spectators cele-
brated.

For Johnson the puritan
work ethic had triumphed.
Now come the rewards.

Earl Lewis won his fourth

title, >u for
tirm: in an .
ircna € com tive
stee] which made him ar-

guably the greatest Olympian
n history

For a of hours Lewis
was also a great champion re-
flecting humility and in

sight on a matchiess career
The following day it was the

Atlanta's

old brash graceless Lewis
lobbying vigorously In an ultl
mately [utile attempt o gel on
the 4x100 relay team and win
a |Oth gold medal

Instead of Lewis it was
Donovan Bailey right hand
held high who was lirst across
the line as the Canadiai team
humilated the Americans In
any other year Bailey who
broke the world record in the
|00 metres final would have
been the track athlete ol the
games

WElgh[lill;I‘g preserve ol
the big men from the small
countrnies working out obses
sively in seat-stained gymnas-
tums. did not escape the Las
Vegas touch

FPortentous music swelled to
a chmax between lifts anird
specltators were lreated 1y

magical moments

viden shols ol the contestants
preparing bacokstage

11 this super-charged aumo
sphere Turkish featherweight
Naim Suleymanoglu became
thie first man to win Lthree con
secutive gold medals after an
engrossing contest with Greek
Valenos Leonides

Gymuastlics provided won-
derful television raungs and a
perfect hercine in Kerrt Strug,
who ignored the pain {from a
sprained ankle to clinch gold
for the US women's team with
a vault that left her crumpled
111 pair on the floor.

Four world records fell in
the pool while Alexander
Popouv and Kieran Perkins con
firmed they were the outstand.
ing lreestyle exponents of
Lheir generation

L

it possible
ATLANTA, Aug 5: He did it
lor his country and teammates,
to pay back those who pre-
pared him from a moment of
Olympic glory. But most of all,
Josia Thugwane won the

Olympic marathon Sunday for
his hero. Nelson Mandela, re-

ports AP.
"I am dedica this medal
to him because he made it

possible, he made us free,” the
tiny runner said after winning
the closest Olympic marathon
in history to become the first
black South African to win a
gold medal.

That Thugwane, 25, even
ran in the race seems a mira-
cle. As an Ndebele from the
town of Bethal in the eastern
highlands, he grew up poor
and disadvantaged like most
black in the apartheid era.

Sports meant soccer or
running, requiring nothing
more than the open spaces
and dirt roads ol his settle-
ment. Only whites could use

the fancy tracks and stadiums |

in town, the law said.

Thugwane played "a lot of
soccer’ as a youngster,
dreaming of someday gelting
F aid more money than possible
rom the mental labour avail-
able to blacks. Then in 1988,
at age 17. he decided to enter
a local half marathon.

‘1 ran in that race and | won
50 rand [(dirs 11.50)," he said

through an interpreter to yet |

another interviewer a few
hours After his victory Sunday.
"That was it. | was a runner.
Here was a way to make
money."

Samaranch
for stricter
commercialism

ATLANTA. Aug 5: Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
(1OC) president Juan Antonio
Samaranch said on Sunday the
commercialisation of the
Olympics must be controlled.
reports Reuter.

"We need commercialisa-
tionn. but this commercialisa-
tion must be controlled. il
must be directed by the o
ising commiti¢e or the | or
the international Ofympic!
movement,
news coenference on the final
dav of the Atlanta Games.
which others have criticised
for being brash and "tacky”.

Northants take
the lead

LONDON, Aug 5 Kevin
Curran fired Hﬂrthamptun-
shire to the top of the Sunday
L.ra_izue with a half-century in
52 halls against Leicestershire,
reports Rruttr

Curran haimmered an un-
beaten 57. driving home the
advantage gained by Nor-
thants s sharp out-cricket as
thev won b
over from Surrey as leaders in
the 40 overs competition.

Leicestershire, but in to bat,
were dismissed for 133 in
43 | overs, with West Indies
fast bowler Curtly Ambrose
taking two for 13 and three
run outs in the middle-order
compounding the home team's
problems

Australian batsman Michael
Bevan was Yorkshire s unlikely
hero with the ball taking five
for 29 as Sussex tumbled to
206 all out after an openin
stand of 108 between Raﬂru
Rao (64) and Keith Greenlield
(47

Australia's former Test
batsman Dean Joness ham
mered his lourth league cen-
tury and ninth tn all competi
tions this season. (o
Derbyshire to an eight wicket
victory over Gloucestershire
with 19 balls Lo spare at Derby

England and Essex batsman
Naser Hussain proved his fit-
ness after a fractured finger for
this week's pecond Tesl agai-
nst Pakistan with 77 off the

Middlessex attack at Lords but |

ended on the losing side.

Middlessex. havtt;f made
220 for six, won by five runs
after off- er Paul Weekes
took four for 29 to put his
county in fourth place, four
points off the pace.

ATLANTA, Aug 5: Muham-
mad Ali's return to the
Olympic Yold in Atlanta pro-

vided the Games with one of
tta most heart-stopping mo-
ments and one of its most joy-
ful, reports Reuter.

Ali, now 54, is a tremblin
shadow of the boxing legen
whuac dperfnrmam:en in the

litical activities out
uf it made him the most fa-
mous Epﬂl’lﬂ-l'l.’lﬂ.n of his age.

But ‘the greatest' retains
the ability to inspire. And
when he grins, as he did on
Saturday night when receiving
an Olympic gold medal, the
years fall away and the world
seems a better place.

Ali first came to public no-
tice at the 1960 Olympic in
Rome when he won the ligh

heavyweight gold as Cassius
Clay. He hrew the medal into
the Ohio river in disgust on
the way home to Lousville,
Kentucky, after being refused
service in an all-white restau-
rant.

The incident changed Ali's
life. He increasingly used his
fame as a boxer — he is tho
only man to win the world
heavyweight title three times
— to become a symbol of black
pride and a voice for the op-
pressed, enraging many
whites.

He became a Muslim after
winning the world crown first
in 1964 and refused to fight in
the Vietnam war. He was
stripped of his title but this
served only to raise his stand-
ing among blacks.
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Samaranch told a !

six wickets to take

sweep |

FRA] r\ILANT:"L [l}l SYDNEY: Frank Sartor,

the Muavor

of Sydney, hosts of Olympic 2000, carries the Ulympic llag
r:ilmr'ingr the closing ceremony of the Centennial Atlanta

(rames on August 4.

— AFP/UNB photo

Alr, the undymg tmage

L

ATLANTA. Aug 5 Somluck
Kamsing won Thailand s firsi
Olympic boxing gold medal on
Sunday when he beat Bulgarian
Serafim Todorov in the leath
erweight linal. reports Reuter

With former heavyweight
champion Muhammad Ali
watching at ringside, the Thai

soldier won B8-5 after leading
form the start and floating for
much of the third round

He led 2:1 at the end of the
first round and 5-2 after the
second as the Bulgarian, who
beat American [avourite Floyd
Mayaweather in the semifinals,
was frustrated by the Thai's
nimble footwork

Tiny THHL.—!H dream ol a
sensational mpic gold
medal was dduhccrwhtn sSuper
heavyweight Paea Wolfgramm.
fighting with a broken nose
and wrist, was beaten in the
final

But US light-middleweight
David Reid, Hugely outpointed
and staring defeat in the face
floor=d Cuban Alfredo [hjvrrgrl

(Gold medalist Cuba &

Makikro Romero

'‘R)
Dzumadilov dunng their 51-kg flyweight Olympic final on August 4.

lands a nght jab on Kazakhstan's Bulat

— AFP/UNB photo

A maiden mark

il a dramatic last round to win
the American team's only box
ing gold of the Olympics.

It was one of the major
shocks of the boxing and pro-
duced scenes of wild jubila-
tion in the home crowd.

The Cubans finished with
four golds and three silvers,
compared to seven golds in
1 99,

Cuban Hector Vinent also
has two gold medals now after
completing a trio of Cubans
who retained their Llitles. The
light - welterweight outpointed
Germany's Oktay Urkal 20-13
to join middleweight Ariel
Hernandez and heavyweight
Felix Savon in winning their
second titles in a row.

Flyweight Maikro Romero
made a remarkable third
round combeback for Cuba’s
first gold of the day.

Spaniard wins
Dutch Open

AMSTERDAM. Aug 5 Sixth
seeded Spaniard ranrlﬂrn
Clavet won the 475,000 dollars
Dutch Open men's clay court
title on Sunday when he beat
Morocco's Younes el Aynaoui 7
3] h 1. 6:4, rtponq Rruu':r

- his Tand,

After his retirement, and

when illness took its hold on
Ali, there were occasional calls
for the International Olympic
Committee to give him a re-
placement goid.

Rumours that he would play
some parl in the Atlanta
Games surfaced in the days
! arl'=2 up to the opening.

But it still came as a shock
tl.'.l three billion people watch-

the opening ceremony on
tﬂ evision when they realised
Ali was the figure shuffling
forward to receive the Olympic
torch from American swimmei
Janet Evans,

The Ali shulfle used to be a
sight fans paid hundreds of
dollars to see, a whir of feet
that mesmerised and demor-
alised Dﬁpunents before his
fists finished the job.

The shuffle seen at the

opening ceremony was the
best a sick man could manage.

Ali's laborious efforts. with

hands shaking and determina-
tion etched on his motionless

face. to light the Olympic

flame squeezed the hearts of
everyone who watched him.

Some thought his lack of

emotion showed he was too ill

to know what was happening
around him. But the doublers
were proved wrong at the Ge
orgia Dome on Saturday wh::n
36 years on. Ali was given back
his gold.

As 10C President Juan Ato
nio Samaranch placed the gold
around his neck, Ali kissed
him on both cheeks before
kissing the medal. He was im-
mediately mobbed by Kurt
Maloe and other members ol
the dream team.

And then, like dawn break-
ing over a desolate landscape.
Ali smiled.

That smile turned into the
boyish grin that stared out of a
million magazines 30 years ago
and the 35,000 people in th
stadium exploded into tumul-
tuous applause.

Many of those cheering
would have had little time tor
Ali during his fight for black
rights.

But the success of his prin-
cipled stand could be seen in
the men hu&l.ng and shaking

dream tean.
worshipped by a nation imper-
vious to their colour.

Anfernee Hardaway sum-
med UF what many in the
crowd feit. "l think when Mr
Ali came out the emotions
were shown for E‘Vf'rythmg he
did back then. He got the ap-
plause he drﬂewes for all the
struggle he had to go through
back there. He's still the
greatest in our hearts.”

Dutch spikers
strike gold

ATLANTA, Aug 5 The Ne-
therlands, silver medalists in
1992, won Olvmpic gold in the
men's volleyball tournament
when they beat Italy in a
thrilling five-set final on Sun-
day. reports Reuter.

The Dutch. defeated in Lhe
Barcelona Olympic final by
Brazil finally prevailed 15-12

9-15, 16-14,. 9-15, 17-15in a
Hlélli‘h which could have gone
either way in a dramatic last
set.

Yugoslavia defeated Russia
to take the bronze in the pre
ceding third-place play-off.
winning: 15-8, 7-15.15-8
15-9.

The Dutch took the closely-
contested third set after saving
a sel point against them at 14
1 3 down.

This put them two sets to
one in front but [taly, bronze
medallists at the 1984 Los An-
geles games, were tar from lin-
ished.

The Italians took a 4-1 lead
in the fourth set and. although
the Dutch came back to 6-6
and 7-7. another spurt saw
[taly square the match at two
sels each.

The last set was closelv
contested to Lthe end. like the
third

Akram amerces Durham

CHESTER:-LE-

; STREET. Eng-
land, Aug 5 Wa-
sim Akram hit a
swashbuckling 68
in 67 deliveries
and seized two
wickets with the new ball to
transform Pakistan's fortunes
against Durham on Sunday
reports Reuter

Captain and dashing all-
rounder Akram first lifted the
touring team from a precarious
157 for six to 309 all out — a
lirst inni lead of two.

Then ram's two-wicket
burst, alliled to two wickets
with consecutive balls from
Ataur Rahman, reduced Dur-
ham's second innings to 15 for
four.

Off spinner Saglain Mush-
tag also struck twice as Dur
ham, bottom of the county
championship without a win In
their 12 games. declined to 96
for seven by the close on the
second day of the three-day
match

=

Ironically. the man who
plunged Pakistan into trouble
was lefl-arm pace bowler

Simon Brown. dropped earlier
in the day [rom Englands

WASIM AKRAM

squad for the second Test
starting at Headingley on
Thursday

Brown took his tally of

first-class victims to 63 for the
season. capturing four of the
first six Pakistani wickets to
fall and Hnishing with five for
LT

He sent back openers Saeed

Anwar and Shadab Kabir in
successive overs and later ac-
counted for Salim Malik and
Asil Mujtaba.

However, Akram. who stri
ck nine boundaries., and wic-
ketkeeper Rashid Latif. with
10 fours in 55 from 72 balls.
thunderously titled the balance
by putting on 129 in 20 overs
for the seventh wicket.

Durham's wretched start (o
their second innings began
with West Indies opener
Sherwin Campbell playing on
to Rehman in only the fourth

over,
Rehmans next delivery
despatched Jehn Morris, who

has failed to reach double fig
ures in 13 out ol his 28 flirst
class innings this season.

Rehman lailed to claim the
hattrick, John Daley blocking
his next ball, but the same
batsman edged Akram to Latil
before the Pakistan captain ur
rooted Stewary Hutton's ofl
stump

(Jnl captain Mike Rose
tting with a cracked
ﬂnr'r sustained by an Akram
lifter on Saturday. remained
defiant with an unbeaten 30 at
the end ol the day



