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Baishey Shravan Special

Recalling Tagore

AISHE (22nd] Shravan
coinciding with 6th Au-
gust '96 is the 55th
anniversary of death of Poet
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore
who by his literary genius has
enriched all the branches of
Bengali Hterature and thus
raised its status to that of a
world - literature along side
others so great. He enhanced
the prestige ol not only the
then India but also of Asia by
being the first winner of the
world's most coveted Nobel
Prize for Literature from this
of the world. He was not
only a great poet but a great
short: story-writer, a dramatist.
a novelist, a travelogue writer,
an essayist and a great. song-
writer and composer. He was
also an artist. an actor, a singer
and an educational reformer.
He was a greal humanis! and a
‘dedicated ambassador of world
peace. On this day of his sad
demise we ‘recall with grati-
tude his great contribution to
our existence.

Born in 1861 and brought
up in a rich zamindar family of
Zorashanko. Calcutta. the liter-
ary facultiegs of Rabindranath
. began to deVelop at a very early
stage of his life. Rather dis-
gusted with the formal educa-
tion system he studied English
literature wunder his Tutor
Henry Molly in Brighton,
En and developed apti-
: for writing in his uilm
soli-

to write poems depicting the

of nature. He 'tried to
find out its inner beauties and
moved from one type of cre-
atien to another composing
thousands of s and peems.
wri hundreds of short sto-
ries. dramas, essays, rfovels
and travelogues which could
nel be completely accommo-
dated eyven in 26 veols. Many of
his gongs and ms are still
unpublished. His cohtributions
are greal wnique treasures lor

O
g

by Prof Roushan Ara Hoque

‘anfl wrote innumerable

us which we shall chérish for
eternity. -
The literary life of Rabin-
dranath had passed through
various stages of transfor-
mation affected by the happe-
nings in his personal life as
well as. ih the life around.
During the experimental stage
he wrote Provat Sangeet,
Sandhya Sangeet, Chhabi-O-
Gaan, Kori-O-Komal. Manashi
etc. expressing his deep love
for men and the beauties of
nature. In the next stage he
expressed more confidence
poems
eulogising the beauties of dif-
ferent elements of nature. He
felt so much attraction for
themi that he gdid not aspire to
depict the beduty of utppia the
abode of gods in any prefer-
ence to this world the abode of
all buman, beings where he
would be fmppier to live im.
Betweert the years 1902 and
1910 the poet los! many of his
near and dear ones and he be-
came rather pessimistic about
mortal lile and began to com-
pose poems expressing deep
attachmept towards God.
Gitanjali and Naibedya are the
ﬁfﬂducts of that stage. When
e was about 60, he gradually
regained mental stremgth and
again began to write songs ex-

grtsstng youthful vigour.
i. Mahwa, Banabas are po-

ems, of that period. During the.

last stage the sad thought of
death engulfed his mind and

he composed IMs eXpress-
irgg his deep love for truth and
reality

,The sufferings of the hu-
mapity diiring the World War
I had greatly saddened his
mind. In an essay entitled,
'Crisis of Civilisation' he
strongly condemned extreme
nationalist feelings of all su-

rpowers which ultimately
ed to the destruction of civili-
sation. Therefore as an unoffi-
cial ambassador of peace he
visited Europe. America.
Japan. Russia. lraq, Iran and
the who of Asia tb deliver his

message ol world peace and
universal brotherhood. Still
when the World War Il broke
out he became mentally ill.
After prolonged illness he died
in 1941, on the 22nd day
(baishey) of Bengali calendar
month Shravon.
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HE name Shelaidah whe-
re Rabindranath Tagore

Tagore was a versatile ge- spent much of his
branches of our | precious time during the
{ period of Zamindary was

mother-tongue have not enly
been enriched by him. He
added a new dimension to the

-

derived from two words; Sheli

and - Daha. Mr. Sheli,

cultural field by his types of | Englishman, used to reside in
creations. He wrote aryce- the area. He was, in fact, an
dramas and musie-dramas, | indigo planter whose Nilkuthi
seasonal songs. social dramas, | (indigo "house)] had been
tragi-comedies and romantic washed away by the erosion of

plays as well to .convey the
message of wisdom,

Therein he condemned thg
destructive influence of tech-
nology in the name of moder-
nity on human civilisation and
gifts of nature. Still he was op-
timistic ¢that such undesired
domination cannot continue
for long and ultimately wisdom
would help to humanity survive
and humanism to reign
supreme.

Tagore was the first Asian
to receive the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1913 as the
greatest poet of that year. The
British Government conferred
on him the title of 'Sir' and
'‘Knighthood' which he surren-
dered in 1919 as a protest
against the massacre of Indians
in Jalianwalabag. The Univer-
sity of Dhaka and Calcutta have
conferred on him the degrees
of D.Lit. The students of the
University of Dhaka have
honoured him with a grand
reception at the S M Hall.

Beside being one of the
reatest poets of all times,
agore was also a great novel-
ist. Of his romantic novels
Naukadubi, Rajarshi, Bautha-
kuranir Hat are most in-
teresting. In Chokher Bali the
love of widow Binodini has of
course been depicted as un-
tenable by the society but is
mind-stirring. 'Gora’ perhaps
is his best d Tagore was a
real great short-story writer.
His short stories have been
publishéd in three volumes of
Galpaguchha and also some in
Tin Sangi. Of fhem Kabliwala,

Khudita Pashan. Thakurda,

Kankal, Chhuti and also some
others are like treasures of Iit-
erature.

One great contribution of
Tagore to the society is the in-
lernational standard Bish-
wabharati University for the

* tributed to the establis

the river Padma. 'Daha’ means
a big ] of water. The name
of the village. therefore, means
Sheli's pool, nay an abode
formed on the pool.
_Shelaidah. which is now
located under Kumarkhali po-
lice station of Kushtia district,
belonged to Birahimpur Par-
ana [cluster of villages) in Na-
ia district. The formation’ of
Birahimpur Pargana was per-
haps not very old as no refer-
ence had been made in the
Statistical Account of Bengal by
WW Hunter or the Nadia
Kahini by Babu Kumar Nath

Mullick.

However, instead of going
through the details of the Par-
gana we may look at the back-
ground which ultimately con-
ent
of Tagore estate at Shelaidah.
Pargana Birahimpur was a :
of Zamindaries of Natore Raj
family and remained as such
‘for quite some time. Prince
Dwarakanath Tagore, grandia-
ther of Rabindranath Tagore,
bad purchased the Zamindary
of Natore Raj in an auction in
1800. The area of this estate
was spread up to Patisar of Ra-
jshahi, Shahjadpur of Pabna
and Birahimpur of Nadia dis-
trict. The Tagores of Jarasanko
were distinguished as a power-
ful and rich family of that time
untier the dynamic leadership

of Prince Dwarakanath Tagore.’

Dwarakanath also bought huge
Zamind in Orissa. Prior to
that Nilmani Tagore. grandson
of Panchanan of Jessore had
the privilege to buy property in
Orissa and his eldest son
Ramlochan also added some
property to the estate.
FPanchanan. it may be noted,
was the descendant of Pirali
Brahmin antl settled in
Calcutta in 1960,
Dwarakanath Tagore, in fact,

education of world students was the second son of
where they can study in | Rammani. who was the second
natural surroundings. both | brother of Ramlochan. and
students and teachers living Dwarakanath Tagore was

together and learning all the
subjects under direct supervi-
sion. He had utilised all the
money received from ' the
Nobel Prize in that university
which was first started as a
spot dedicated to the memory
of his father with the residen-
tial school of Shanti{-Niketan
inside it. ;

- Thus the Poet Laureate has
left behind for us a world trea-
sure of learning which we can
never comprehend in full. His
famous song Amar Sonar
Bangla Ami Tomay Bhhalobashi
is our natiomal anthem. Most
befitting the sweet tune of the
song would always reverberate
in our minds and remind us of
the great treasure left behind

thhe Poet Laureate. And on
this occasion we, of course,
gratefully recall his contribu
tions.
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dey 100pm BBC World News
115 Panorame Bel World
News 2.30 Time Out. The Con
fendérs 300 BBL World News
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Programme 700 BBC World News
115 World Business Report 730
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World News 815 Panorama
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Headlnes 105 Pagrama 145
Shephen Mawking: The Bug Oues
hon 200 BEC World News 2-30
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eom e, World Busmess Re
portAse Togsay 24 Hows: 500
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798 Rewmd V) Sopiwyz 800
Jump Start V) Trey 5908 Frame by
Frame 1130 The Vibe V) Luke
12.30n0en By Demand V. Trey
130 Rewmd V) Sopheya 2-38
Fest Day Frst Show 300 The
ndan Top 10 400 Planet Ruby
430 By Demask V) Trew 5:30

Highlights

- sure-seeking boss, Charlie

(never fully seen on camera),

I'l-m women —
all brght, g pohce-
raned, who work as privale

i's back sunny
beaches of Calfformia for a
brand new season of the worid's

o the

most gﬁpulir series,
BAYWATCH AT 20:30 (BST)
Returning 10 their jobs as life-
guards are David Hasselhoft as
Lt Mitch Buchannon. Pamela
Anderson Lee as C.J Parker
Dawd Charvet as Matt Brody
and Alexandra Paul as Lt
Stephame Holden (now with
short hae'). Joming the

| leam are Newcomers
Yasmine Bieeth as Stephams's
younger sister Caroiine and
Jasson Simmons as new bad-
boy-on-the-block Logan Fowler
its all sun, all acion. all drama

Rewind VJ Sopwya 6:30 Big Bang
V) Mlessandra §:00 Planet Ruby
830 V) Messandea 900 The Vibe
VJ Luke 1000 Fust Day Fuft
Show 10:30 Sewl Cwrry 1100
Speak Easy Featurng REMOD 11:30
The Ride V) Trey 12.00mn Over
The Edge VJ Seplwya 12:30 Biy
Bang V) Alessandra 100 Haysah
188 By Demand V) Trey 3-00 By
Bang VJ Alevsandrs 500 Frame by
Frarme

STAR PLUS

Style 5:30 Nanny and the Proles
sor 10:00 M Belvedere 1930 Yan
Com Cosk 1108 E' For

adopted by Ramlochan. Apart
from a fleet of cargo boats for
trading between India and
Epggland. Dwarakanath could
amiass a huge wealth by obtain-

high offices under the Bri-
tish Administration. Story goes
that Dwarakanath became a
favourite of Queen Victoria and
Aacountess of Paris®

After the sad demise of
Prince Dwarakanath. his eldest
son Maharshi Devendranath
Tagore. who also had devel-
oped sort of spiritualism. took
over the responsibility of
looking after the estates' The
Maharashi had a towering per-
sonality. and himsell super-
vised the Zamindaries. When
Devendranath decided to re
tire from active supervision.
the responsibility was devolved
on Dwijendranath. his eldest
son, Some time in the process

:,:-._.

arl-

Prakashika,

Prince .

Shelaidah and Rabindranath

by Mohammed Amjad Hossain

Sarndaﬁranhad Gangopadhya,
eldest son-in-law or ¥
otirmdranath, the eldest son

of Dwijendranath, was assigned _

the look-afler job.

Meanwhile, Maharshi De-
vendranath received series of
complaints against staff mem-

- bers of the Tagore estate and

octasionally complaints by
tenants against the oppression
of Zamindar aﬁpf:ared in the -
Grambarta Prakashika which
Harinath Majumdar (Kangal
-‘Harinath) of Kumarkhali used
to edit. It was reported that
Maharshi Devendranath used
tog subscribe Grambarta
which was re--
vealed from the accounts book
maintained by the Maharshi.

As a consequence of the
complaints, Maharshi Deven-
dranath became disenchanted

jali, which he believabl

" planted by Tagore himself on

two sides of the pond. The pair
of tress still hold the fragrance
the poet loved so much. ‘But
Padma and Gorai, which were
the source of inspiration to the
poet, are practically dead now.
The whole area has become a
semi-desert.

laidah with Kushtia.

At* the Kuthibari, Ra-
bindranath Tagore wrote pro-
usely and so enriched the

engali literature, It may be
noted that his English Gitan-
wrote
at Kuthibari of Shelaidah,
brought him laurel at home
and abroad. It was published b
Macmillan Company on behalf
of London Indian Society:in
1912 while Tagore was on a
tour in America.

Rabindranath -
built a road connecting She-

a Zamindar)
Tagoré estate,
It 1s reported that Tagore's
Hutcharya%ri was sold off in
an aucdon In the recent past.
It would have been better had
the Kutcharyabari been in-
cluded in the protected mon-
ument. Kuthibari was declared
a proteeted monumenf under
Ancient Monuments Act of
1906 during the Chief Minis-
tership of late Ataur Rahman
Khan, o

During the period of
Tagore's Zamindary, Shelaidah
looked vibrant and young with
the on going hubbub in the two
full-flowing rivers— Padima and
Gorai.

Tagore's house boat /Padma’

as manager of -

- remained stalioned at She-
» laidah. He used to travel hy

L ; ," ;
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-with his supervisors and de-
cided -1o devolve the responsi-
bility on his yoyn
by now established himself as a
poet. Yes, Rabindranath Tagore
look over the administration ot
Tagore estates in 189].

Shelaidah in those days was
between the Padma and the

Gorai and enjoyed the status of

a river portl. Steamer and river
craft of all sizes used to call at
the port and a brisk business
existed.

' The existing magnificent
Kuthibari of Shelaidah where
Rabindranath Tagore, had

nt a considerate part of his
life was built the Tagore
family. The eldgant three-
and-a-half storied
stands in the middle of a large
courtyard which includes one
pondd, a mamgo grove, a host of
other blossoming trees and a
tennis court. The Kuthibari has
17 rooms Rabindranath
Tagore used a room in the
second floor {or his creative
writing. Two bokul tress were

1 aily Star Entertainment Guide

st son, who -

"by renowned

building |
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Tagore's Kuthibari at Shelaidah

Peaceful pastoral surround-
ings along the river Padma and
visits by a Vaishnavi. a female
devotee of Vaishnav sect. there
must have created An impact
on Tagore in selecting poems

¢ for his Englisii Gitanjali.

Kuthibaxi — the great
poet's resort built on a plog of
13 bighas of land —was visRed
A rsonalities like
Dwijendralal Roy. known as
DL Roy. scientist Jagadish
Chandra Bose. historian Akshay
Kumar Maitra. Maharaja Jg-

+ dadindranaih of Natore, CF

Andrews, a Christian mission-
ary and a teacher at St
Stephen College in Delhi who
later joined Santiniketan., Sis-
ler Nivedita, Mohitlal Majum-
dar. Pandit (in French litera-
lure) Jatindranath, first Indian
Civil Servant Satyendranath,
artist Nandalal Bose dwuring
Tagore s lifetime while famous
essayist Pramoth Chaudhuri,
who is known by his
pseudonym Birbal. had spent
consigerable time of his life at
Kutcharabari [office bullding of

T

boal to inspect his Zamindary.
Tagore's famous poem Sonar
Tori was written in Padma boat
at Shelaidah.

There is hardly any second
opinion about the saying that
Shelajdah, Kushtia and lumi-
naries of Kumarkhali like Lalon
Shah (mystic poet). Gagan

Harkara |a postal peon-cum-

folk poet]. Harinath Majumdar
liournalist- writer) had con-
tfibtited to Rabindranath s lit-
eraryv bent of mind. Ra-

+ bindranath Tagore presented a
short sto< s

number ol poems .,
ries and plays while staying at
Shelaidah. Apart Irom Gitanjali
and Sonar Tori, hiss Manash

o

Tagore's Anniversary of Death

the t was planning to set
up his Shantiniketan there, but
he abandoned the idea because
Shelaidah estate unfortunately
went to Surendranath Tagore,
eldest sori of Rabindranath's
second brother, in 1922, fol-
lowing apportionment of the
assets of the Tagore family. But
Rabindranath paid a visit to
Shelaidah, being the last in
1922. Rabindranath Tagore
was given a heartfelt rousing
farewell reception by the peo-
ple of Shelaidah during his last
visit. He was presented with a
embroidered quilt by local
Muslim women. CF Andrews
and Surendranath Tagore ac-
companied the poet. While he
decided to stay at Jorasanko
he must have Fﬂlt the pang of
separation from Shelaidah. Ra-
bindranath reported' to have
commented that Padma had

divorced him and he really

missed the Padma which was
darling to him once.

, Following a financial erisis,
Tagore estate at Shelaidah was
sold. The estate went to
Sreemati Shyamrangini Roy
Choudhurany Trust. Babu Nan-
dalal Roy and Babu Pulin Kr-
ishna Roy of Choudhurany
Trust purchased Tagore estate
in mortgage sale in 1937.
Babu Nandalal Roy and Pulin
Krishna Roy were Zamindars
and bankers of the Bhagyakul
family which Lord Carmichael,
Governor of Bengal, in a darbar
held at Munshiganj, described
as great.

That Rabindranath Tagore
being a poet distinguished
himsell as a successful henevo-
lent Zamindar by dint of his
sheer perseverance, intelli-
gence and honesty has been
reflected in thRe following
stanza which was recorded in
Rajshahi district Gazetteer in
1916 by O. Malley, ICS. "It
must not be imagined that a
powerful landlord is always
oppressive and uncharitable. A
striking instance to the con-

+ trary is given in the settlement

officers' account of the estate
ol Rabindranath Tagore. the
Bengali poet whose fame is

worldwide. It is clear that to
the poelical genius he adds
practical ideas of estate man-
agement. which should be an
example to the lord Zamin-
dars.”

The Kuthibari at Shelaidah
has been renovated and it has
been noticed. of late. that pic-
tures of Tagore's visits to dil-
ferent parts of the world and
his paintings were pasted’on a
framed Shitapati (a kind ol
mat) by Bibi Russell by the
courtesy of Bangladesh Biman.
A rest house was also built near
the Kuthibari for the visitors.

" By now Shelaidah has con

td pass a long way to [}l:‘.f'.‘Dl'ﬂE‘.‘
Stratford-upon-Avon. Warwick-
shire 'or Salzburg. This place

shundari. Urbashi. Chitra. has become a symbol of na-
Khanika. Chirokumar Shave tion's pride. It is high time
etc. — all master pieces of that proper attention should
Bengali literature — were wril-

ten at Shelaidali. Rabindranath
Tagore. therefore. was more a
mai ol Bangladesh than of In-
rlia because of his long associa-
tion with this part ol the sub-
continent,

Shelaidah and Padma were

s0 close to his heart that once

be g_l'_iven to make Kuthibari of
Shelaidah and its surrounding
areas a unigque museumn
precinct for those who love
and nurture culture. This could

rhaps be a museum in line
with the Art Museum in Vi-
enna which would generate in-
come by itself.
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Three female Rookse cops hit
the mean streets of the city n
this new, Emmy-nominated
drama senes. Gone are the
prachce sessions and
situglions — now ¢ is the
thing! For these three newly
graduated female-poice officers
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Based On An Unirue Stary 15
(Mg Subtities! 3:30 Clasmc: The
General PG  (Silent) 5:30 Comedy
Harry And Son 15  (Hindi Subly
ties) 7:30 Famiy The Dog Whe
Stopped The War PG (Hind Subts
ties! 300 Hollywood 1 On 1 §:30
Action: The Terminstor 18 (Hind
Subtities) New Contract ¥0:00
2245 The Bulletin  11:38 Comedy:
Marmed To The Mob ~ (Arsiec
Subtities) 1:30 Action: Blue Tiger
18 (Arabec Subtities) 3380 Ahter
Dark: The Bug Easy 18 (Arabic
Subtstles) 530 Film Club _Jad Bant:
The Dwector's Cot 12  (Aeabx
Subtithes!

ZEETV

530 Sovw Bhai Sew 600 The
News 530 Jagran 700 ZED 30
um Honge Kasmyat § 00 insight
0 Geane Anpae 1000
Namaste indha 10:30 Umeed
1198 Close Up Antaksin 11:38

TOM and JERRY

| STILL THINK THAT
FLOWERPOT WOULD

MAKE A SUPER HOUSE!

James Bond
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-] THOUGHT

YOU LEARN

ONLY APPLES HAD | | SOMETHING LEW

WORMHOLES!

EVERY DAY,




