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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina formally commissioning BNS Barkat, the newly acquired

patrol craft in Chittagong yesterday.

Water recedes from Anwara, Sandwip -

Flood situation in

Banrsal static

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 4: The overall
flood situation in Barisal. Patu
akliali. Bhola and Perojpur
districts remained unchanged.

In Barguna. flood water has
receded from the town area
today. The situation in low-
laying areas of Hizla. Mehendi-
ganj, uganj thanas of Barisal
remained static.

Water-level in the rivers of
Kirtonkhola and Arial Khan in
Barisal, Sandhya in Jhalokathi.
Andharmanik and Lohalia in
Patuakhali, Tetulia in Bhola
Biskhali and Baleswar in Bar-

na district registered fall to-

ay but the Meghna in Bhola
still following above danger
mark. according to official and
local sources.

Qur Staff Correspendent
from' Chittagong reports : The
flood situation in the coastal
areas of Anwara and Sandwig
islands improved today wit
the recession of tidal waler
from the affected areas.

According to officials. the

people who took shelter in
safer areas have now started
returning to their homes.

But some ol the homeless
people were still staying at the
cyclone-shelters. Nine unions
ol Anwara and the Sandwip is-
land were submerged by tidal
water while over 10.000 peo-
ple were affected.

Besides some 200 houses
were damaged when tidal wi
ler entered there through the
breaches of the embankment.

The district administration
has requested the Water De-
velopment Board to repair the
breeches of the coastal em-
bankment.

According to the local Red
Crescent S-m:ictlv‘. there has
been an outbreak of diarrheal
disease among the flood af
fecied ple in Anwara.

But the Civil Surgeon office
and the district administration
said. no such reports were
available with them.

Stormy debate in JS
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tional.

By speaking against the
caretaker government the BNP
lawmaker violated the Consti-
tution and lost his member-
ship as per Article 70, Khasru
argued. He also demanded that
Saifur's statement be expunged
from the proceeding. Other-
wise, the seat of the BNP MP
should be declared vacated for
going against his party deci-
sion, Khasru said.

After the minister's state-

ment, the Sreaker said he
would give full opportunity” to
Saifur hman to give his ex-

planation later. Sailur was not
present in the House at that
time.

As several BNI® MPs rose
and shouted to speak on the

issue., Humavun Rosbhid
Chowdhury gave tloor 1o Col
(retd) Akbar Hossain ol the

Ernu:st_tng the law minis-
ter's contention Col. (retd)
Akbar said none would lose his

arliament membership unless
e votes against the party de-
cision.

Supporting Saifur's com-
ment, he said that differences
of opinion on any issue in a
democracy party was usual and
that the former minister
(Saifur) had expressed his per-
sonal opinion.

The BNP lawmaker also
criticised the Awami League
for not cooperating with his
party while it was in r for
making constitutional provi-
sions for forming a caretaker
government to hold national
polls and viewed that the
membership of those who did
not accept the sixth parlia-
ment should also go.

er Humayun Rasheed
Ehnwdhu% then said that
points by both the sides were
well taken and added he would
Fiv: his decision on the "very
mportant constitutional point"
at an appropriate time.
Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed then
stood on a point of order while
the Chair requested him not to
speak more on the matter.
Tofael insisted the Chair to
"do something” on the issue
and repeated the Law Minis-
ter's contention. Referring to
Akbar's statement. Tofael said
that Saifur could eontradict his
decision in the lia-
party meeting. as
the hnw of his
issue and the Constitution has
been amended for this, he
speak in the House
the
the

cannot

:Fr-t constitutional -
sion," minister uﬁ-l’"’

T . 4 asked how BNP

MP oppose the 13th
amendment which provided
for formation of the caretaker

government after he himself
signing the amendment.

On the sixth parliament.
Tofael said it would remain as
a 'stigma’ so long it existed in
the Constitution. "Were not
demanding that the sixth par-
liament be blacked out."

Tofael's comments sgarkecl
off noisy protests from the Op-

ition and many of its mem-

rs including Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury rose on thefr feel.
In his bid to go back to the
day's business. the Speaker
repeated that a very constitu-
tional point was raised and he
would give his decision later,
But Prof B Chowdhury rose
again and pointed that both
Col. Akbar and Tofael gave po-
litical statements. He re-
quested the Chair to allow
Salahuddin Kader Choudhury
to speak on the issue.
alahuddin Kader Choud-
hhury said, "It's true that 1 was
with the then Opposition. But
when my opinion was sought
on the matter. I said the idea
of caretaker government was
not found even in jungles ol
Alfrica."

He also argued that Article
70 could not be applicable in
the case of Saifur Rahman.

Participating in the debate,

culture and Food Minister
Begum Matia Choudhury and
another Treasury bench mem-
ber, Begum Sajeda Choudhury,
criticised S K Choudhury for
his "changing parties and
opinion time and again."

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim, Fazle Rabbi of Jatiya
Party and Maj. Hafizuddin
Ahmed of BNP also took part
in the debate.

Pakistan owes
From page 1

them. over five lakli were

given Bangladeshi citizenship
upon their appeals in 1972
and 5,39,669 prelerred to be
I‘Fp{;ltrill'.ed to Pakistan, he
s iel.

According to a survey car-
ried out by the Rabita-Al-Alam-
Al-Islami in 1992, 2.,38,093
non-Bengalees were willing to

return to Pakistan, added the
-minister,

He told the House that soon
after his Laking charge of the
foreign ministry he sent a

to Pakistani authori-
ties through the Pakistani

High Commissioner in Dhaka
urging them to renew the
repatriation efforts.

When his attention was
drawn to the fact that some

people coming from Pakistan
were detain at the Zia In-
ternational rt recently
for h travel docu-
ments. ad Azad said. "l

have asked our envoy there

[Pakistan) to semd a report
immediately.”

L]
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BNS Barkat
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sald Lhe present governmenit
was pledge -bound to fullil the
hn|1ﬂi and aspiration ol the
elitire nation out of this scant
wealth.

Sheikh Hasina recalled the
glorious reliet and rehabilita-
tion activities ol the naval lorce
durmg natural calanntics like
tlvoding., tidal surpe. cvelone
and epidemic since the inde
pendence.

“In discharging our duties
we all have 1o remember thal
you and we all are servants of
the people — not the master.’
she said urging them to attain
confidence, spirit ol coopera-
lion. fr!lnwifreImF and alle-
giance to the ple.

"Govermment's duty is 1o
determine the national target
and Irame the sirategies and
plaiis to achieve the goal for
serving the }quple and your
duty is to perform institutional
tasks within your own periph-
ery.” she said.

The PM assured allout co-
operation of the government in
performing their duties
SIMOO0 5
Earlier. on her arrival, Chief
of Naval Staff Rear Admiral
Mohammad Nurul Islam re-
ceived the Prime Minister at
the Quarter Deck. A smart con-
tingent of BN personnel pre-
sented her with guard of
honour. She signed the visi-
tor's book and planted sapling
near the parade ground.

Later, the Prime Minister
drove to the local naval jetly
and formally commissioned
BNS Barkat — a patrol craft of
the Bangladesh Navy.

It has been named after
Shaheed Barkat who embraced
martyrdom during the historic
language movement in 1952,

BNP nominations
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zaman Dipu. Khulna-1, Gazi
Abdul Bari, Laxmipur-2,
Moudud Ahmed, Sylhet-4, Ad-
vocate Nurul Haq, Chittagong- 1
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Chit-
tagong-13. Mamtaj Begum,
Sirajganj-1 Mahbubul Islam
Talukder (Lebu Advocate] and
Sarialpur-1, Sarder A K M
Nasir Uddin (Kalu).

None involved

From page |
embassy, Brarzil, A K M Mobhi-
uddin Ahmed. Minister, CDA,
Bangladesh embassy, Baghdad.
5 HM B Noor Chowdhury.
Commissioner, Bangladesh
embassy, Hong Kong, Ahmed
Sharful Hossain. Minister,
Bangladesh embassy, Riyadh

and Mohammad Khairuzzaman,
Minister (CDA). Bangladesh
embassy, Manila.

He said of those six officers
only Mohammed Khairuzzaman
reported to the ministry on
July 8 last.

CID report

From page 1
Parlinment.

He admitted that investigat-
ing into the death had already
hheen delayed, but contended
that it would not be logical to
take steps in this respect be-
fore receiving the CID report.

The home minister said the
government would also take
sieps to stop harassment ol
passengers in the airport, a
common allegation from trav-
ellers coming from abroad.

He informed that different
agencies are working in the
airport and coordination
among them is a must. He said
the prime minister has already
directed the concerned min-
isiries to ensure proper coor-
dination as soon as possible.

PIA passengers

Froin page 1

the hospital while the rest
WETE Evm first aid.

A h of 73 passengers of
a PIA flight coming from
Karachi were detained at the
ZIA for not having valid travel-
ling documents and of them
19 were sent by the return
flight of the same airline on
the same day.

The Baily Star

Hasina tells Mirersarai rally

Struggle for people's

MIRERSARAI. (Chittagong)
Aug 4: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today said she would
continue her struggle for
vstablishing people's rights
and cleansing society of cor
ruption, reports UNB.

"We have established voting
rights of the people, and now
my struggle will be for their
economic emancipation.” she
told a huge election at Jo-
rarganj High School ground in
Mirersarai thana this after-
NOOTL.

Thanking the people for
voting Awami League to power,
Hasina sought cooperation of
all in building a corruption-

free, happy and prosperous
Bangladesh as dreamt by Fa-
ther of the Nation

Criticising her political op-

nents. she said corruption

the past mment in 2]
years had ruined the economy
of the country.

A government which in:
dulges in corruption can't
make a corruption-free soci-
ely. she told the gathering.
charging the previous B
government with plundering
national wealth through cor-
ription.

1f 1 don't indulge in cor
ruption, the ministers and the
MPs can't commit any corrup-
tion”, she said

Referring to the killi of
18 farmers and 17 workers
during the BNP rule. Hasina al
leged it resorted to killing. re-
pression and oppression
whenever people raised voice
Agalnst corruption

Five thousand mills and fac
lories were closed down
Lthrowing thousands of workers

rights to continue

out of job in last five years. she
said. adding that her govern-
ment would create jobs by set-
ting up small and cottage in
dustries and agro-based indus
tries
The Prime Minister said
the past government did not
kee an of its election
pledges dLﬁng five years in
. Awami League will go
g‘; all its promises. she reaf
firmed and pointed out the Tk
100 crore earmarked in the
new budget for subsidy to the

farmers.
Stressing the need for ex

pansion of education to eradi-
cate poverty. Hasina said illit
eracy was a serious problem

for which her government h;;d
the

taken decision to free
coun from the curse within
next 10 years.

Hasina. who went to Mir
ersarai a private car. flying

the party flag. called upon the

o vote for Awami

E:-uplr
ague nominee in the coming

byelection
She said her government

would equally develop all parts
of the counitry giving priority

o thie backw.ard areas.
The neetimg was pn'ﬂuhrl

over by thana 1t president of

Awami Leagu+ Mohammad Ali
and also addressed by Engi

neer Mosharral Hossain. Mavyor
of Chittagong ABM Mohiuddin
(Chowdhury was present.

Later, the Awamil League
chief addressed another elec
tioneering rally at Abu Torab
High School ground.

She went back to the capi
tal by a Biman flight in the
evening ending her daylong
tour of Chittagong

Closing show today
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colleague woninded in a drive
by shootiiig as they returned
outl ol untorni. to their tempo

rary accomunodation in an Al
lanta suburb. The incident did
not appear to be linked 1o the
Olympics.

In the Marathon. Thug
wane, a securily guard at a
mineworkers' hostel, clocked
two hours 12 minutes 36 sec-
onds — just three seconds
ahead ol South Korean Lee
Bong-Ju and eight ahead of
Eric Wainaina ol Kenya.

[t was the closest finish in
Olympic men's Marathon his-
tory and the first black South
African Olympic gold.

His win was all the more
remarkable because he had re-
covered from being shot and
injured in a car hijacking in
March.

South Africa., who reap:
peared in the Olympics at the
Barcelona Games in 1992 after
decades in apartheid isolation,
won two Atlanta golds in
swimmming, courtesy of breast-
stroke specialist Heyns.

Earlier today. Italian Anto-

. nio Rossi took the first gold of

the day in the men's kayak
singles over 500 metres rle
spite a restless night.

Hecwas so thillvd 1o have
won gold on Saturday that he
(ould not get to sleep.

Czech Martin Doktor also
won a second gold, in the 500
metres canoe singles.

Plenty of other medals were
on offer on the last day of the
Games in boxing.
showjumping. rhythmic -
nastics. women's basketball,
men's handball and men's vol-
leyball.

There are 11 titles still at
stake. The United States are
well clear at the top of the
medals table on 42 golds,
ahead of Russia and Germany.

In the boxing. a super-
heavyweight from the tiny Pa-
cific island of Tonga aims to
end the Games with a sensa-
tion.

. Super-heavyweight Paea
Wolfgramm has come f{rom
nowhere to see off a string of
lancied boxers. Victory in his
gold medal bout against

Klichko
upsels

Ukraine's Viadimir
would be one ol greal
of the Olympics

There was an emotional
limax o the Games on Satur
clay when Muhammad All was
handed back a gold medal to
replace the one he threw away
more than three decades ago.

In so doing All gave the
much-criticised and commer-
cialised Games a poignant
moment ol dignity to treasure
al their end as he had done at
the beginning

Ali, who lit the torch at the
opening ceremony. received a
medal from Samaranch to a
standing ovation from the
Erlcslwd at the men's basketball
nal.

JS standing body
discusses possible
amendments to

Rules of Procedure

The first meeting of the

standing committee on Rules
of Procedure of the Jatiya
Sangsad was held at the stand-
ing comimittee room number
one yesterday with Chairman
oly the commitlee. Speaker
Humayun Rashed Chowdhury
in the chair, reports BSS.
- The meeting discussed var-
ious aspects relating to neces-
sary amendment to the rules
of procedure in order to har-
monise them with the current
parliamentary system.

A Sangsad press release
said the gﬂvernmen[ in princi-
ple has decided to make any
member of the House as presi-
dent /chairman of the Standing
Committees relating to differ-
ernt ministries instead of min-
ister concerned, state minister
or deputy minister to ensure
the accountability of the gov-
ernment.

Yesterday's meeting dealt
with the possible amendments
to the rules of procedure to
materialise the government's
decision of appointing mem-
bers as chairman of the stand-
ing committees relating to
ministries.

Garments sector

From page 1

hall, the seminar was inaugu-
rated by Commerce Secreta
A H Mofazzal Karim an
chaired by FBCCI president
Salman F ;

Tanveer Hossain also said
that "formation of blocs like
NAFTA. EEC and ASEAN had
led to increased intra-regional
trade at the cost of countries
like Bangladesh."

Suggesting preferential
trade arrangement between
the Western economic bloc
and SAPTA, he said. "Coeuntries
like Bangladesh and India
would maximise gain from
preferential trade arrange-
imment. The gains from Uruguay
Round are likely to be less
than gains from having prefer-
ential arrangement with
NAFTA, EU, AS etc.”

Mofazzal Karim said if the
country failed to establish
backward linkages in the tex-
tile sector, the sector which
shared 65 per cent of the ex-
port earnings and employed

more than eight lakh people
would into a crisis alter
2005 as the quota system
would be phased out.

"But the current pace of in-
vestment is so low, we are not
sure if the necessary amount
would be invested within the
stipulated timeframe and, our
export-oriented industry
would be able to avoid the set-
back.” the Commerce Secre-
tary added.

Prof Shamsuddin Ahmed, a
consultant in the study, said
the country's share in world
trade in clothing would in-

u-creau: to 1.75 per cent in

2000 Irom 1.63 per cent in
1995 and then would decline
to 1.449 per cent in 2005.

"It appears that Bangladesh
will maintain only the existin
shares during the perio
1995-2005, if the clothing ex-
ports from Bangladesh grow at
the rate of 10 per cent annu-
ally during 1995-2000 and five
per cent during 2000-2005,
implying an annual growth rate
of 7.5 per cent du the next
10 years,” Prof Ahmed said.

"The adverse effect on job
creation in textile industry can
be averted if the existing
quantitative restriction on im-
ports of textile products are
withdrawn in January 2005."
he added.

Dr Makbul Ahmed Khan,

roject coordinator of the

MU said that implementa-
tion of ATC would likely to
have an adverse effect on em-
ployment of child labour in the
textile and clothing sector in
Bangladesh.

Salman F Rahman said that
the country required a con-
sciously devi licy based
on cooperation tween the

ment and te sector
to face the adverse situation.

Prof Ayubur Rahman
Bhu:]yln said the country ?::::ls
not have adequate al in-
frastructure and nzlhlmcman-
power to have this massive in-
vesiment.

Nurul Haq Sikder of BG-
MEA, however, said that his
fellow entrepreneurs are de-
termined to maintain the ex-

rt earning since they have
gcn able to raise their foreign
exchange earning to two bil-
lon from zero dollar.
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WB for action in 11 sectors
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It sasd conirols on the few
products that still remnain are
no more justifiable since the
controls are ineffective even as
protective instruments as they
mainly benefit smu

Controls should be re-
placed by the lowest tariff
rates negotiable with the in-
dustries amnd consistent with

the rest ol the tantl sinxiure
it pointed oul.

About giving better incen
tives jor export. the Bank said
the government should take
actions to overcome the obsta-
cles that have caused Customs
to delay making special
bonded warehouse [acilities to
most types of export and to
further gvr]up the scheme so
that it can be used by estab
lished firms that serve both
rxport and home markets

About the stalled privatisa-
tion programme. the Bank said
the Privatisation Board should
be upgraded both in its man-
date and technical capabilities
The Board's work should be
supporterd through a clear cab
inet  policy statement on
greneric issues such as com
pensation for retrenched staff

and legal difficulties in making
sdles

It said the governinent
should set a firm deadline of
1998 for completing the pri
vatisation process, with inter
mediate targets at six month
intervals for specific groups of
enterprises

About promoting foreign
investment. the report said
the government should ad-
dress the root causes of image
problem from the inefficiency
and inconsistency in dealing
with foreign entities.

Chalking out a detailed ac-
tion agenda for the banking
sector, the report said loan re-
covery system should be tight-
ened and amendments should
be made to legal framework.

It said the private banks
should be restructured and the
central bank should be pre-

red to take a series of clearly
l%dntwh: steps to dulf:;llth
) ] lzﬂn:nlticl]ly to
comply with their contracts
Aand, : tion.

The WB stressed a
timetable for privatisation of
each NCB and a strat-
edy for dealing with debt of
slate en :

To infuse new vibrancy in
the agriculture sector, the re-
said the government

should concentrate on consol-
idating the gains from liber-
alised agricultural markets to
improve productivity and
growth

About the actions in the
sector. it said produced
urea should be priced in line
with world prices so that do-
mestic sales are as profitable
as exports.

It said seed production and
distribution need to be fully

privalised.
Restriciwons o privale
secior irade and storage of

foodgrains should be abolished
and to supply the needed fi-
nance to the agriculture sec-
tor. financial sector reform
should be extended to cover
the formal rural financial insti-
tutions. "This should include
removing the interest rate
ceiling on agricultural credit
and expediting legal reforms
for rural loan recovery.” the
Bank ed.

Political interference in ru-
ral financial institutions should

be stopped and the legal and
regulatory environment should

Hearing today
Writ challenging

declaration of

Shahabuddin as
president-elect

A writ petition filed by Ad
vocate Abu Baker Siddique
challe the declaration of
former Chief Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed as the Presi-
dent-elect of the People's Re-
public of Bangladesh by the
Chief Election Commissioner
will be heard this be
lore a High Court division
bench, reports BSS.

After filing the writ, peti-
tioner's counsel Barrister As-
rarul Hossain day men-
tioned the case before the
bench Justice Mo-
hammad Hugq and
Justice Mohammad Abdul
Matin allowed the prayer
and fixed today for the

petition.

Altorney General Barrister
K S Nabi and Additional Atlor-
ney General Abdul Wadud
Bhuiyan were present in the
court.

be improved to use mowveable
prope and accounts recetv-
able as collateral.
Siressing the need lor
maintaining macro stability.
the report maintained that to

contain inflationary e,
the government :sha.:lg’:::rm
limit the domestically financed
part of the fiscal deficit 1o no
more than 1.5 per cent of GDP
in fiscal 1997 with the help of
more rapid aid disbursements
and by checking the overall
fiscal deficit from 6.8 per cent
in fiscal 1995 to well under six
per cent.

it said the government
should act quickly to acceler-
ale improvements in all areas
of tax administration and re-
strain current expenditures by
resisting the temptation to an-
nounce public wage increases.

The government's mone-
tary policy must not support
excess demand re and
therefore. inflation, just as it
must not crowd out the
sector credit needs in

ofar of growth
Bm Bank should

resist the expansion of bank

credit to the government and

state enterprises. the report
went on.

it added that the govern-
ment shouldkﬂhllt out the
statutory liquidity ratio which
imposes an unnecessary bur-
dﬂ; on banks and limits their
risk management.

The government should
follow a ﬂugmauc and flexible
real excha rate policy to
maintain stability and ensure
competitiveness, it main-
tained.

About human development.

it stressed ter investment
in devel the professional
capabilities of teachers and put

greater emphasis on learning
outcomes at all levels of edu-
cation. The government should
accredil all teachers based on
miniium education levels and
lraining and should establish

conmon pay sciles and oeer
opportunities lor gqualilied
leachers, it added.

The report also stressed
the need for a national

to deal with ra de-
mand for m“ypﬂlr ndmu::ll‘tiun
and increase investments in
pre-service and in-service ed-
ucation for teachers.

books, in science
and tec . should be up-
graded and examination and

assessment system should be
improved.

TOURISM SERVICE WEEK "96

8 - 14 August

EXPLORE THE TREASURE OF GOLDEN BENGAL

On the occasion of Tourism Service Week Parjatan offers week-long special sightseeing programme of Dhaka
City & suburb including a trip to historical Mainamati and Comilla at special discounted rates.

8-8-96

: 4 Hrs. Dhaka City Tour including Savar (for child under 12 yrs.)

Thursday Spots - Dhaka Nagar Museum, Bangabandhu Memorial Museum and Savar National Memorial.
Tour Price - Tk. 100.00 per child
Starting Place & Time - Dhaka Sheraton Hotel at 10.00 a.m.

9-8-96
Friday

: 8 Hrs. Dhaka-Mainamati-Comilla Dhaka Tour (for all age)
Spots - World War Il Cemetery, Salban Bihar, Femous Khaddar (Home spun textile) and

Roshmalai (special kind of sweet in thick milk) in Comilla town.
Tour Price - Tk. 350.00 per person
Starting Place& Time - Dhaka Sheraton Hotel at 8.00 a.m.

10-8-96 : 4 Hrs. Dhaka City Tour (for child under 12 yrs.)
Saturday Spots - Parliament House, Bangabandhu Memorial Museum, Dhaka Nagar Museum & Freedom

Fighters Museum

Tour Price - Tk. 100.00 per child
Starting Place & time - Parjatan Head Office (near Bijoy Sarani) at 10.00 a.m.

11-8-96 : 4 Hrs. Excursion to Dhaka Zoe (for child under 12 years)

Sunday

Tour Price - Tk. 100.00 per child

Starting Place & time - Parjatan Head Office (near Bijoy Sarani) at 10.00 a.m.

12-8-96 : 4 Hrs. Dhaka City Tour (for all age)
Mondasy  Spots - Dhaka Nagar Museum, Lalbagh Fort, Bangabandhu Memorial Museum and

& Parliament House
13-8-96  Tour Price - Tk. 100.00 per person
Tuesday

Starting Place & Time - Dhaka Sheraton Hotel at 10.00 a.m.

14.8-96 : 4 Hrs. Dhaka - Sonargaon - Dhaka Tour (for all age)
Wednesday Spots - Painam City, Folk-Art Museum & Weaving Huts
Tour Price - Tk. 150.00 per person
Starting Place & Time - Dhaka Sheraton Hotel at 8.00 a.m.

Services include - AC Transport, Snacks, Guide, Entry Fee.
Packet Lunch will be provided in Mainamati Tour

For booking and further details please contact :

Tourist Information Centres Phone
Head Office : 819192, 8178558
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel : 509479, 863391/8566

BE A GUEST OF PARJATAN

<< BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION
National Tourism Organizat

—
-!"'

- 88-02-863038, GPO
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