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in Kushtia
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA Aug 4: Terrorists
abducted one person and de-
manded Taka 80 thousand for
his release money [rom ihe
victim's flamily members ol
Mirpur thana recently.

amily sources said that «a
gang of armed terrorists kid-
napped Amir Hossain Kheru,
38, {rom village Mollikpara of
Mirpur thana on Wednesday
night. No frace of the victim
could be available till writing of
this report, according to family
SOUICEes.

The terrorists also kid-
nﬁped Md Shajahan Ali
Malitha, 50, from village Now-
dapara adjacent to Nimtala
Bazar 11 miles from Kushtia
town on the same night. Family
sources said that the armed
terrorists took the victim
forcefully from his house. No
trace of Shajahan could be
available till writing of this re-
port. Latest reports say two
more persons were abducted
from same thana is lasl 3 days.
Details were not available.

Another news adds: CID po-
lice in separate raid a arrested
3 absconding accused on Fri-
day last. The arrested accused
are Kamruzzaman galias Belal.
Mamunar Rashid and Joydev.
Police were in search of them

for a long time. .

Distribution of
about two lakh
seedlings almost
complete

From CHT Correspondent

BORAICHHARI (Rangamati).
Aug 4: The Boraichhari Forest
Nursery (BFN) has nearly com-
pleted distribution of about
two lakh seedlings and
stumps of different trees and
fruit-
interested

 offictal said.

BEN, a permanent nur

of the Chit ng Hill Tracts
South Forest sion has been
rai and stumps
of t valuable trees like,
teek, mhﬁl. dchnmpnfq.:l.
chapalish, J , telsur, an, |

. Shilkorai. tucaﬂ;?us.
accasia aim etc as well as

fruit -bearing plants like,
pomegranate, custard-apple,

va, be etc alongwith a
M%mbﬂ of medicinal

. Forest Ranger Krishna
Bﬁﬁl Saha, the c officer
of the n d ;
individual planters, gov-
ernment and private sectors as
well as schools, madrasahs and
colleges were among those
who collected seedlings and
from BFN to dur-
season, sources said.

" In order to save the imbal-
anced environment and to
cover as maximum areas as
possible with tree plantation,
the BFN as a part of its routine
activities has also raised a few
hundred beds of in
the nursery for distribution in

the coming plantation season,
Krishna Pada added.

Bank cashier
suspended for

misappropziating
Tk 70,000

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, Aug 4: A cas-
hier of Sonali . Jhenidah

branch was suspended for his

involvement in defa-
lca bank money Taka 70
thousand, according to official
sources.

According to Sonali Bank
(SB) sources, Shamsur Rahman
Mollah, cashier of the bank
was lransferred to elsewhere
seven monthg back. But he did
not hand over the charge to
“his new colleague. To investi-
gate the matter authority de-
puted an officer. On second

day, on in tion Taka 70
thgl.tund u'r;:ﬁnd short from
the cash. The cashier allegedly
tried to adjust the money from
the remittances of Kaliganj
branch but failed. !

When contacied, Habibullah
Bahar. Assistant General Man-

EEI (AGM) Senali Bank.
] region ackno
the fact and told that the

cashier has already been put
under suspension and disci- |
plinary action was taken

against him

Tk 123 cr plan to
develop forest
resources in

coastal dists
PATUAKHALI 4: Forest
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Serious drinking water crisis
prevails in Bandarban

BANDARBAN., Aug 4
Drinking water scarcity has
taken an alarming turn in the
district causing serious prob
lem to the dwellers, especially
in this hilly town due to al
legedly mis-management of
the local Directorate of Public
Health Engineering (DPHE)

Majority people of this hilly
district town out of a popula-
tion of about 50 thousand have
been using contaminated water
from the canals, fountains,
Jjhirees and chhoras as the lo-
cal DPHE could not meet even
25 per cent of their require-
ment even after the comple-
tion of the <long awaited and
severely demanded modern
water treatment plant at a cost
of taka four crore. Virtually.
there has been an impasse in
supplying drinking water to
the tax-payers of this malaria-
diarrhoea-prone neglected
district town ignoring their
basic human rights, local lead-
ers alleged.

Thousands of people of this
district have long been suffer-
ing fromm diarrhoea and other
intestinal diseases aftef
drinking contaminated and co-

From CHT Correspondent

liforim bacteria indested water
to i alarming rate. AL least
230 people ol this district,
especially trom the far flung
and inaccessible areas have
died of diarrhoea and other in-

testinal disorders from January

this year till date on drinkin
the contaminated water. loca
leaders. social workers and
relation of the victims alleged.

Diarrboea may break out in
an epidemic form at any time,
if the present state of supply of
drinking water let pgo un-
changed, said physicians and
health workers working at dis-
trict headquarters and other
places of the district.

No supply of drinking water
takes place for months in Ban-
darbun municipality., but the
DPHE bills even for water sup-
ply-suspended period and re-
alise the monthly bill threaten-
ing to disconnect supply lines,
municipality dwellers alleged.

Seven water lifting pumps,
out of eleven, have gone out of
order since start of their oper-
ation in 1985. Due to non-
availability of spare parts and
constraints of neeessary fund.
the repair work of these seven

water lifting pumps could not
be possible. an engineer from
DPHE said. ;

The newly constructed
waler treatment plant was not
brought into commission due
to non-installation of electric
connection accompanied by
the dilly-dallying attitude of
DPHE officials, sufferers al-
leged.

Meanwhile, an amount of
Taka 1.27 lakh has allegedly
been paid to Messers Salma
Enterprise irregularly in the
month of June last. reportedly
without any valid quotation to
perform the job. But, till date
nothing has yet been done,
concerned soupces alleged.

When contacted recently an
afficial from DPHE requesting
not to be named told this
corespondent that the con-

tractor was paid 4-5 times
higher than the schedule rate
of the job.

Sufferers sought the neces-
sary step of the concerned au-
thority to arrange early to
bring the water treatment
plant into commission to miti-
gate their sufferances.

B o a0

BORACHHARI: Partial view of Borachhari Forest Nurserv.

distributed in the pngoing plantation season.

s

Thesc seedlings are being
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Electricity supply crisis hits
common people in Sylhet Div

SYLHET. Aug 4 : Frequent
Loadshedding of electricity has
made the life of the people of
Sylhet Division miserable dur-
ing the last few weeks. Severe
rise in the temperature in the
northern region ol the country
has also attributed much to the
situation. The country's maxi-
mum temperature was
recorded in tﬁis region during
the last few days.

The frequent electricity
failure has badly hit the ebm-
maon town dwellers. Especially,
the students including the
HSC examinees are the worst
sufferers. Besides. small and
big industries are also suffering
much due to the [;:»r!:".l'ailllnr,l
power supply crisis throu
outl the four districts in the di-
vision.

it is observed that, when
the power goes out without any
prior notice, it takes hours to-
gether to resume causing
muech inconvenience for Lhe
subscribers. Sometimes it is
alle that, remote areas in
cluding bazars and important
comimercial centres remain

— :‘

From Staff Curreapnn&ent

without eleetricity for days to-
ether. People especially the
usinessmen have to incur
losses for it. Besides. common

consumers do not get any clear,

information about the power
‘disruption from the complaimnt
centres of the offices of PDB. it
is alleged. -

The people in general
throughout the division were
found very much annoyed. due
to the psevailing trregularity in
the power supply as the total

generation ol power In the re-
gion is much moreé than the
actual demand. It may be

stated here that, a total of 160
Megawatt wer is being prp-
duced in tf:g three puwr% Etfl
eration units of Power Devel-
opmen! Board (PDB) in Sylhet
reglon

It Includes, 50 Megawatt
from the Shahfjibazar power
station, 90 Megawattl from the
th-hupg‘,an] Combined Cycle
Power Plant and 20 Megawatt
irom_ the Humd%auu Fower
statfbn per day e total de
mand for power in 4 districts
ol Sylhet Divistion stands at 80

to 90 Megawatt, during the
peak hour. informed an official
SOUTCE.

According to a reliable
source. about 25 to 30
Megawatt electricity is being

shaded everyday in the Sylhet
Division for the last few weeks

However, an official when
contacted, said that they had
nothing to do here to reduce
the loadshedding as load dis-
tribution is controlled cen-
trally to meet the nationwide
crisis through the national
grid

Meanwhile, the different
local organisations and politi

cal parties have been holding
meetings and processions (o
protest the frequent loadshed-
ding of electricily in greater
Sylhet region lor the last few
weeks. They have called upon
the authorities for taking eg‘:r
live measures o alleviating the
suflertug of the people in gen
eral, cnpecinlgl the students,
immedialely. Otherwise, larger
movement would be launched.
they said

Department has taken up a
five-ye amme at a cost
of 123 crore in the coastal
mur the country to gir-
e green fields, reports
Th o
¢ programme included
development an#l establish-
ment of new nurseries, tree
planting by the side of high-
ways, railways and connecti
roads and experimental af-
forestation in sea beach.

The work on the pro-
g;amme to ensure ecological
has started in

the coastal areas hat,

Pir . Barguna. Patuakhali.
Bhﬂ:‘“ukkhj r. Feni, Chit-
tagong, Noakhali and Cox's

After gmper implementa-
tion of the programme. the
department is expecting that
dreadfuiness of cyclonic storm
and flash flood would be re-
duced t6 a great extent and
environment in the coastal re-
gon would be improved much.

Rasheed Sardar
students Zoology Department
of Rajshahi University in a pro
ject ‘
group of man at Rajshahi city
under supervision of Assistani

TANG

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY

Aug 4: Blood group B is domi-
nating among the permanent
residents of Rajshahi city. This
was revealed m a survey con

ducted among one thousand
five hundred permanent resi
dence of Rajshahi city recently

Md Giasuddin and Golam

both M 5«

titled "Study of blood

AIL: Shelterless people of Kakua villay

B’ blood group dominates
among Rajshahi citizens

.'3 ;nE )

e
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Professor Ananda Kumar

Shaha conducied this survey in
collaboratiog,

with Rajshahi
Blood Bank and Shandhani Ra-

jshahi Branch

The survey report reveals
that some 36 59 per cent
permaneri residents belong to
‘B blood group. blood group O

followed with 31 77 per cent
residents while "A  bload
group holders were placed

third with 25 33 per cent and
the rest £ 29 per centl belong
to AB blood group

Among the "B” blood group
holders "B+ve are dominating
among the permanent citizen
of Rajshahi with 98.08 per
cent people while 1.9]1 per
cent citizen belong te B-ve.

Giving the breakup of blood

ouping the project r in-
F;rmp: that u?:a:'zt EFLPIE per
cent permanent male resi
dents of the city belong to
B+ve blood and 28 70 per cent
fernale citizen belong to Beve
blood group

'acmlcd
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accepting bribe
From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Aug 4: Two BDR
jawans attacked with the BDR
checkpost at Kashinathpur
over the North Bengal High-
ways, have been suspended by
the authorities for allegedl
taking bribe. Both the %E![:H{v
jawans have been accused in an
FIR and specific anti-corrup-
tion case has been lodged
against them. ;

It is learnt that on July 13,
the said BDR jawans allegedly
took bribe form the driver of a
truck carrying Indian holders.
The Thana Nirbahi Officer,
Bera, who was incidentally
present there, searched the
pockets of BDR jawans and re-

covered Tk 400. The TNO

asked the Officer-in-Charge,
Bara thana to take immediate
action against the BDR men.

A case was lodged against
Ahsan Ali, BDR Habildar and
Monir, BDR jawan under Anti-
corruption laws. ~

Investigations have been
proceeding against both of
them.

O-member rescue
cornmittee
formed

From CHT Correspondent

PANCHHARI (Khagrach-
hari). Aug 4: A 9-member
rescue committee was formed
here recently with the local
elites and leaders from both
the tribal and non-iribal
communities to arrange early
release of nine abducted of
people Pancchari thana in the
district, fgommittee sources
said. :

Mohammad Shafi, a mem-
ber of the Liaison Committee
was unanimously elected con-
venor of the newly formed res-
cue committee,

The Convenor of the rescue
committee, who is a member
of the Liaison committee, the
committee  which has been
working as bridge between the
Parbattya Chattagram Jono
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) and
the government of B adesh
to hold dialogue towaal%gsl bring-
ing out a las solution of the
longstanding Chittagong Hill
Tracts insurgency problem.
said today that a letter on be-
hall ol the rescue committee
has been lorwarded to PCJSS
yésterday evening lor immedi-
ate release of nine persons
who were reportedly kid-
napped by the tribal insur-
ents. the armed group of

SS from Panchhari thana of
the district recently.

Young woman
raped

From Our Correspondent

MOULV] BAZAR. Aug 4: A
young woman was allegedly
raped in village Uchhlapara
under Kulaura thana of the dis-
trict recently.,

According to the police, the
victim Luky, 22. daughter of
Zabber Miah of the village was
allegedly kidnapped by a gang
of miscreants and raped her in
an abandoned buil‘dg}_

The victim was admitted at
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital

. with serious injuries.

Father of the victim, Zabber
Miah filed a rApe case against
Ismail Miah of the same village
in this connectiom. No arrest
wias made till writing of this
report. « '

3 charge-sheeted
for being involved
in acid throwing
incident

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ., Aug 4:
Tarall police have submitted
charge-sheet against three
persons for their alleged in-
volvement in acid throwin
incident on two sisters an
Ltheir brother recently. The ac-
cused are — Rafique, Mizanur
Rahman and Alaluddin. All of
them have been charged under
different sections of the cru-
elty to women and children
act- 1995

According to the police, the
sons threw acid on
Pyara khtar Kochi, 18,
Farzana H Ruma, 15, and
Asaduzzaman, 13, through the
window while all of them were
in deep sleep side by side in
their house at village Kajla-Ba-
garbaid in Tarail thana. Two
sisters were rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal while the brother was ad-
mitted to Karimganj hospital.

Golam Sabbir, officer-in-
charge of Tarall thana and | O
of the case after proper inves-
tigation submitted charge-
sheet to the court. All the ac-
cused are still at large but ef-
forts are in progress to nab
them. police said.

Stolen motor

cycle recovered

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ. Aug 4. The
DB police of Kishoreganj re-
covered a stolen motor-cycle
in a raid in the house of one
Muklesur Rahman of village
Pacchim Fulbaria in Brahman-
baria sadar thana recently

Earlier. Md. Samiruddin
sub-in tor of DB arrested
one Shahabuddin from Dho-
laipar area in Dhaka city and
on the basis of his confessional
statement! recovered the mo-
tor -cycle. g

The 100 CC motor-cycle
was stolen from the house of
Md. Idris AH of Gaital In

Kishoreganj town on April 23

L
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Flood, erosion affected people in

Pabna leading miserable life

PABNA, Aug 4: More than
2,000 houses of about 30 vil-
lages under four thanas of:
Pabna district outside the
flood control embankment on
the bank of the two giant

B :._:::';:.-ﬁﬂ!\::,: i
R

rivers — Jamuna and the
Padma— were grabbed by ern-
sion rendering _over 5,000
people homeless. The afferted
penFle were compelled to take
shelters on the said flood con-
trol embankment although the
embankment itself is under
threat of erosion.

Many people in the af-
fected areas are being com-
pelled to sell out their beloved
cattles at cheaper rates.’

Several villages under Sa-

arkandi, Nazirganj, Mani-
at, Sujanagar and Satbaria
unions of Sujanagar thana were
affected by severe erosion in
the river Padma during last
three weeks and about 100
houses. situated outside the
flood control embankment,
were already grabbed by the
river. Erosion is continuing in
these areas - severely affecting
Barkhanpur of Nazirganj
unions and Machhapara of
Manikhat union.

The Deputy Commissioner,
the Thana Nirbahi Officers of
Bera. Sujanagar, Faridpur and
Santhia thanas visited the af-
fected areas and distributed
some relief materials though

losses incurred in Sujan
thana alone, prepared by the
Agriculture Department, 685
hectares

p-idddy,

From Our Correspondent

meagre in quantity,

According to an estimate ol
ar

of paddy, 380

-PABNA: A flood inundated house deserted by its inhabitants
in village Che_l;ra in the greater district of Pabna.
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hectares of transplanted aman
185 heclares of jute,
2. hectares of vegetables -
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1308 hectares of land in all
have been eroded.

Assessments are still goin
on for finding out losses suf-
fered by the people in Bera, -
Santhia. F pur. Bh odra
and Pabna Sadar thanas due to
erosion and flood. The flood
situation in the district is,
however, improving steadily
but the sufferings and miseries
of the people were increasing

everyday.
Paucity of drinking water

became a serious problem in
‘the affected areas, short

_ age in
supply of foodgrains and price

hike of all the essential com-

modities have also been posing

a severe threat.

Meanwhile, according to an
unofficial estimate, about two
lakh landless peasants and day-
labourers in the thanas were
lying idle for almost three

months as they do not find any
job.

The market condition
throughout the district is ex-
tremely dull for want of suffi-
cient economic activities in
different sector. Extremely
high prices of essential com-
modities have aggravated peo-

ples daily life too.

T -
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PABNA: The

flood control embankment in Bera thana near

Bera Pump House is under a severe threat caused by erosion

1N river Jamuna.

' — Star photo

Flood waters enter
Chandpur town

- From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR. Aug 4: The
flood situation in Chandpur
district took a serious turn
from Thursday as fresh areas
were inundated following rise
of water levels in the river the
Meghna, Padma, Dakatia and
Donagoda due to onrush of

flood water from northern
districts.
According to Chandpur

flood control office sources.
Meghna at Chandpur is flowing
94 centimetres above danger
level. About four lakh IECDPIE
were severely affected by the
flood. The worst affected
thanas are Chandpur sadar,
Haimchar. Hajigonj and Matlab,
So far 51 unions of the district
were badly affected by flood.
About 15 thousand people in
different char unions of the
district are marooned for a
longtime. A large number of
people took shelter on differ
ent irrigation tmha(pkmcnm
and Rallway stations. Chandpur
Puranbazar and Ichali {errv
gliat were submerged disrupt-
ing communication belween
Faridgon} and Haitmehar

thhanas. Heavy showers during
the last few days thrashed the
sufferings of flood affected
people.

Standing crops on 40 thou-
sand acres of land and 10
thousand houses were dam-
aged,

Due 1o onrush of flpod water
near Chandpur, the steamer
and 'aunch terminal have been
facing threat ol erosion.

Meanwhile an alternative
launch terminal was con-
structed near Madrasha Road
for the safe journey of the pas-
sengers. '

Flood water also entered in
vast areas ol the district town.
Houses, roads, markets are in'
undated. The waerse aflected
areas of the town are: Nazir-
para. Professor para. Taltala,
Govt Stuff Quarters, Bishnudi,
Molla para, d
colony. Station Road, .ind Govt.
Womens College road.

Government has so lar sanc-
lioned Taka one lakh twenty
lhousand in cash, 120 metric
tons of rice, 100 tins of hiscuit
and 5000 pieces ol sarees.

Rahamatpur |

#Sensational Latif murder

]

Piara Begum, her
accomplices arrested

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Aug 4. Surrayya
Zaman alias Piara Begum and
her accomplices were arrested
by Kushtia police recently from
hér house on charge of mur-
dering her son-in-law Latif. an
electrician of a housing estate

it was reported that ac-
cused Piara Begum In a
planned manner killed Latif in
A994 and tried to escape the
murder charge by adopting
various means. ASP CID Kush
tia Zone filed a case in 1994
accusing 4 persons including
Surrayya Zaman allas Piara Be-
gum in July under Arms Act

and Special Powers Acl
1974 the accusation
arrested the accused and sent
them to court. Magistrate re
fused bail petition and sent
them to police remand.

ol

It may be mentioned that
the victim Latif had a love affair

with Sharmin Zaman Shampa
daughter of Plara Begum and
later they were married. But
the mother and her other re

lations could not accept the
marriage and planned to mur
der him. With this motive Latif
was called at her house near
I!iunhtll_fdﬁilntmtirmn Girls' Col

ege a alleged bcﬁ-n to tor-
ture him by tieing his hands
and legs.

Al one critical stage he was
handed over to police givin
some arms in his hands an
saying that he attacked them
with arms. Seeing the critical
condMion police arranged for
admission in Kushtia General
Hospital and later he was
shifted to Dhaka where he

lice

died after 20 days of struggle
for life

People of Housing Estate
brought out a procession with
the dead bofly of Latif and de-
manded arrest of Piara Begum
and other responsible for his
murder. Police reportedly did
not take immediate action for
reason best known to them. As
a result processionists
gheraoed the police station
and pelted bricks on police
station. Police resorted to lathi
charge and blank fire to dis-
perse the crowd. After that
C1D took up the case

Heroin recovered

in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Aug +
Bangladesh Rifles recovered
400 grams heroin from a
minibus coming from Nawab-
ganj at Muralipur crossing in
the city on Monday. reports

LINB
tip-off. BDR

Acting on
fawans recovered the heroin

worth about Tk two lakh which

was kept inskle a pillow. The
seiged run!rahaml was ‘de
osited with the Narcotics
‘ontrol Department

Earlier. patrolling BDR ar
rested two people and recov:

ered a pistol frem them from

Bidirpur ghat in Godagari
thana

The arrested Nawsad Al
and Asmaul Hossain were

handed over o Lhe police

Gun battle
leaves one
dead in
Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Aug 4: One -
son was Killed and 15 others
were injured in a gun battle
between two rival groups at vil-
lage Daierpara under Daulatpur
thana late last week. Eyewit-
nesses said paddy cutting by
force in a disputed ﬂeldg re-
sulted in a fierce battle be-
tween two groups where
Waazali. 32, son of Daud Ali was
killed on the spot while vic-
tim's brother. Tozammel Hugq
was seriously wounded.

Eyewitnesses said that both
the parties were prepared for
the clash and they were
equipped with gun, cut rifle,
hand bombs and other sharp
weapons in a bid to take pos-
session of the field.

Injured Tozammel was
rushed to Kushtia General
Hospital while other injured

ersons were admitted in

aulatpur Thamrra Health Com-
plex. Dead body of Waz Ali was
sent to Kushtia General Hospi-
tal for tmortem.

No body has yet been ar-
rested. No body went to police
station to file any case. Daulat-
pur police however has regis-
tlered a case in this cbnnec-
tion.

3 alleged
smugglers

arrested

From CHT Correspondent

PANCHHARI, (Khagrachha-
i), Auf 4: The Khagrachhari
hill district Tas Force
Committee has here rounded
up last Tuesday three allege
smugglers and recovered a
large quantity of smuggled
%n(}(is from there possession at

anchhari bazar in Panchhari
thana of the district, police
sources said.

The arrested persons and
the recovered Indian sm
joods were handed over to

anchhari thana police by the
Task Force personnel. sources
said.

The raid was conducted by

Majumdar and custom inspec-
tor Kamaruddin, member of

added

Smuggled goods

seized in Feni

FENI, Aug 4: A huge quan-
tity of smu Indian goods

tion.

posited wit

godown.

niagistrate Noor Mohammad

the district task force. sources

Were Selz rom a bus near
Mohipal on DEWIHEIH]-FEI'H
bypass here last week, reports
LINB

Acting on a tip-off. BDR
men of 7 Rifle battalion raided
a bus un the ss on July 25
last and sei 505 pieces of

Indian saree, 660 pieces per-
fume and crockery and ar-
rested a man in this connec-

The arrested man was
handed over to local police and

the seized goods were de-
ﬁ the customs



