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UP chairman

abducted, 8
houses set
ablaze
From CHT Correspondent

GUIMARA (Khagrachhari),
Aug 3: One union parishad
chairman was abducted and
eight dwelling houses along-
with a school were set ablaze
by the tribal insurgents during
the last three days at two dif-
ferent places in the insur-
ﬁnc_‘vvballerrd Chittagong Hill

acts region. official sources
said.

At mid night Sunday. Na-
gendra Tripura, the chairman
of Guimara union parishad in
Matiranga thana of the district
was abducted by the tribal in-
surgenis at gun-point from his
house at Bailyachhari village in
the same thana while he was
asleep, Matiranga thana police
:rentcd the family members of

victim as saying.

Earlier. in the same night,
the tribal insurgents set fire on
eight dwelling houses at
Harayangara village in Mati-
ranga thana of the district.
Prior to set fire on the houses,
the insurgents tortured the
panic villagers physically with
the barrels of the guns, police
guoted the victims to have
said.

Narayanpara is a village
where the displaced tribal

e were rehabilitated un-
der the Jhumia Rehabilitation
Scheme in Upland Settlement

t of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Development Board.

The high school at Bora
Mohaprumchhora in Kutukch-
hari of . Kaukhali thana in
Rangamati hill district was
E;ll‘nt to nsh:uéwhm the tril:;al

surgents set fire allegedly for
the refusal of the villagers to
pay them tolls, Kaukhali thana

said.

Tense has been prevailing
in Ma thana of the dis-
trict and Kaukhali thana in

ti hill district soon

after the gbduction of the UP

chairman and arson by the
tribal insurgents.
]

Bogra ASP files
case against his
son-in-law for

allegedly murdering
his daughter

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, 3: Shahja-
han Ali, Additional Super of
a Police filed a case

his son-in-law accu
w of murdering his daugh-

thana sources said,

ASP ahan Al alleged in
his that his son-in- [
law Mohammad Dilwar

Hasan Imam, ASI of Rajshahi
Reserve Force of , -
legedly burnt his da ter
Shahang Perveen, 21, on 4
last assisted by his family
members.

She succumbed to her in-

Tk 175 cr project to improve water
supply system in nine dist towns

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET. Aug 3: Works on a
43 million dollar (equivalent to
about 175 crore taka) project
aimed at improving the exist-
ing water supply systems in 9
district towns has been
started. The ambitious 5 year
grujr:cl styled — Second Water

upply and Sanitation Project
is being financed by the ADB.

The district towns included
in, the project are. Bagerhat,
Dinajpur, Faridpur, Jamalpur,
Kushtia, Pabna, Rangpur, Tan-
gail and Sylhet.

While talking to this corre-
spondent, an official source in-
formed that of the total
amount, 23.8 million dollars
will be spent for improving the
water supply systems, 4.3 mil-
lion dollars for improvement of
environment and sanitation
systems, while 3.6 million
dollars will be for project im-
plemerntation and management
and contingency and other
miscellaneous spending would
be 11.2 million dollars.

The official further in-
formed that, total amount in-
cludes, 27.4 million dollars in
the foreign exchange and the
rest 15.6 million dollars in the
local currency.

The project works include,

construction of new produc-
tion wells and repair of the old
wells, construction of new
pump houses and repair of the
old ones, construction of water
reservoir and renovation of the
old ones and setting up of new
water treatment plants. Be-
sides, new water supply con-
nections will be given to the
town dwellers and the existing
lines will be renovated. Han-
driven tubewells will also be
sunk and low-cost sanitary la-
trines will be supplied. A good
number of equipment and ma-
chineries will also be pur-
chased, the source added.

While talking to this corre-
spondent, Chairman of Sylhet
Pourashava, Badar Uddin Kam-
ran informed that, of the total
amount, Taka 25 crore has
been allocated for Sylhet
Pourashava. He said, the main
task for the pourashavas will be
to upgrade its water supply
service. [t will involve improv-
ing the operational efficiency
and rectilying the existing de-
ficiencies. he said.

Kamran also said that, the
pourashava has now been sup-
plying only 18 lakh gallons of
watler per day with the age-old
system of water supply.

Though the area of Sylhet
pourashava has been anded
several times with rapid rise in
the population over the past
few years, but the authorities
could not improve the water
supply position, due to differ-
ent reasons. At present there
is a demand of atleast one and
half crore gallons of waters a
day, he said. expressing the
hope that on completion of the
project, it will be possible to
meet the demand.

While talking to this corre-
spondent Executive Enﬂ:;f::r,
Sylhet pourashava Fazlul Haque
said, initially maintenance and
rehabilitation works of the ex-
isting water supply system
would be done. Under the pro-
gramme, 7 production wells
will be constructed at a cost of
Taka 45 lakh while 3 old ones
will be developed and repaired
at a cost of Taka 5 lakh. Seven
pump houses will be con-
structed at a cost of Taka 14
lakh and setting up of 7
pumps will cost a total of Taka
33.1 lakh. He said that, 4 new
water reservoirs will be con-

structed with a targeted ex- .

penditure of Taka four crore
while the only old one will be
repaired spending Taka 4 lakh.
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The Executive Engineer
also informed that, construc-
tion of the new water treat-
ment plant would cost a total
of Taka 5 crore. Setting up of
61 kilometre new water supply
lines would cost Taka 3 Entf a
half crore while reticulation of
32 kilometres would gost Taka

.46 lakh, and development and

repair of the 28.7 kilometre
line would cost Taka 32.5
crore. The source further in-
formed that, a total of atléast
4332 new water supply con-
nections will be given at a cest
of Taka 86.5 lakh while 3000
old connections will be re-
paired and developed.

The project also includes,
1300 new hand
driven tubewells, the Execu-
tive Engineer said adding
3000 sets of sanitary latrines
will also be supplied at a cost
of Taka one crore 35 lakh.

The source however, in-
formed that, all major and mi-
nor repair and renovation
works will be completed dur-
ing the first two years while
the major construction works
would be. done later. The
whole project would be com-
pleted within 5 years, the
source added.

Rice mill boiler
explodes: One killed

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Aug 3: One
person: was killed and two
others sustained burn injured
wheén a rice mill boiler ex-
loded at Jundaha under

ashbari thana on July 30.

The victims namely Habil
15, Ranju 30, Habibur 25 were
sta III&I nearby with the rice
mill. of a sudden the boiler
exploded with a big bang that
first hit Habil who died on the
spot and other two received
severe burn injuries. They
were removed to health com-
plex in ‘critical condition.

%

Another news adds: Miscre-
ants snatched away 19 bundles
of C.I. sheets allotted for the
destitute farmers of Jamalpur
union under Sadullapur Thana
on July 28.

L]
Gaibandha district Relief
Department alloited total 31
bundles of C.1. sheets in favour
of 31 destitute persons of Ja-
malpur union.

RAJSHAHI: BDR persnel recen

arrested two persons

with a pistol from Godagari border area. They were

handed over to the Godagari thana police.

— Star photo

Research museum to open new gallery *

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Aug 3: The
Barendra Research Museum
will soon open a new gallery
named, "City Gallery" in fits
own premises, official sources
here said.

The aims and objective of

establishing such a gallery is to

-

bl

collect and display the histori-
cal baekgrounds of Rajshahi
city including its anthropologi-
cal & archaeological speci-
mens, political and social
monuments, agricultural, in-
dustrial and cemmercial de-
velopment, its literature. mu-
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sic, crafts etc.

Rajshahi City Corporation
will bear all the cost for estab-
lishing the gallery and has al-
ready given an amount of about
Taka three lakh.

A supervising committee
including a representative

RAJSHAHI: Rajshahi City Mayor, Mijjanur Rahman Minu, handed
Tk 2.93 lakh to Dr Saifuddin Chowdhury, Director of Barendra

opening a 'City Gallery' in the museum.

ver a cheque of about
search Museum for
— Star photo

from Rajshahi City Corporation
will look after the gallery, the
sources disclosed.

Dr. Saifuddin Chowdhury,
Director of Barendra Research
Museum, told this correspon-
dent in an interview that the
museum will be a rich one of
its kind in the subcontinent in
ancient historical and archaeo-
logical perspectives, but it
lacked in ingredients and
specimen of the recent past.

"With a view to fill up this
gap,” he said, "We have already

4 out of 5 tug boats out of order

Hundreds of railway goods
remain stranded at two ghats

GAIBANDHA. Aug 3: Railway
marine department could not
despatch goods wagons be-
tween Teestamuk ghat and Ba-
hadurabad %«Tt ue to acute
shortage of Tug boats. Out of
five Tug boats four have already
gone out of order. Hundreds of
wagons loaded with essential
itens remain parked on both
the sides of Railway ferry ghats
for a pretty long time.

According to the source of
the marine department, a total
of 210 wagons are transhipped
in three consecutive trips daily
during normal working period

opened a gallery named
"Muslim Gallery” which has Egl fﬂ;;;nl:ﬂ f’-!-’t:r: a}r?):il:'lly
been able to attract the ex- despatthed between two ghatg

perts as well as the common
people. The city gallery is be-
ing opened with same idea.”
he said.

Meanwhile, Mijanur Rah-
man Minu, Mayor of Rajshahi
City Corporation handed over a
cheque of Tk. 2,92,774 lakh to
Dr. Saifuddin Chowdhury
the first phase of establish-
ment of the proposed city
gallery in Barendra Museum in
a simple function recently held
at his office. He hoped in his
brief speech on the occasion
that the City Gallery would be
able to attract peopie and help

the experts to study. conduct

research work and write his-
tory of Rajshahi region. The
function was also attended by

Abul Qasem. Chief Executive

Officer of Rajshahi City Corpo-
ration.

for ’

every day with only a single
Tu L:at. -

eestamuk ghat Railway

marine department possesses -

five Tug boats for its operation
between Teestamuk and Ba-
hadurabad ghats. Out of five
boats three have completely
gone out of order. Another boat
could not carry enough load
due to mechanical fault, the
source said. Now only a single
Tug boat ferrying between two
ghats is operating.

Railway authority earned
major income from shipping
goods wagons which needs a
swift transhipment between
Teestamuk and Bahadurabad
ghats. According to report. two
Tug boats namely M V Bairum
Kha and M V Isha Kha lying
abandoned since last few
months due to major mechani-

From Our Correspondent

cal disorder. Marine depart-
ment. however. tried to make
the boats operational using lo-
cal technique spending about
one lakh taka but all in vain,

The said boats could not be
repaired as yet. A few days
back, a major mechanical fault
was detected in Tug M V Ti-
tumeer which has been sent to
Khulna Dockyard for major
over-hauling. Another Tug boat

18 poisonous
snakes caught

from one
single hole

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Aug 3: Though
unbelievable a shake charmer
managed to catch 1B poi-
sonous snakes from a hole on
July 27 last.

It was reported that Moitur
Rahman of Munshipara under
Satkhira pourashava informed
Lutfar Rahman a snake
charmer, of Baidyapur Colony
under the same town after see-
ing a smake in hole. Lutfar

then dug the hole and
managed to catch 18 snakes
one after another.

The length of each snakes
i1s about 18 inches, eyewit-
nesses said,

MV Mirjumalla declared re-
cently unfit for carrying wagon
boat due to partial cﬁsur er.
Now, MV Bahadur Shah an age
old Tug boat is in operation be-
tween two ghats that is carry-
g a negligible number of
wagons.

Earlier, a few employees in-
cluding master of M ?},Mirju-
malla were put under suspen-
sion for gross negligence in
duties. The said boat went out
of order due to rough operat-
ing which is yet to be repaired.

With the disorder of four
Tuﬁ(buats out of five, Teesta-
muk ghat Railway marine de-

artment is facing acute prob-
em in removing huge loaded
and urilloaded wagons stranded
at both Teestamuk and Ba-
hadurabad ghats.

Teen-aged girl
takes poison,
dies in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA. Aug 3: A teen-
aged girl committed suicide by
taking poison on July 28,
, According ta  police
sources, the victim Shahida -
Khatun, 16, daughter of Peer
Ali of village Naikati under
Kaligonj thana committed sui-
cide by taking poison. Family
trouble was the cause of her
suicide the sources said.

on July 17 in Rajshahi
College Hospital.

The couple, Delwar Hasan
and Shahana Perveen lived at
Mahisbathan under Rajpapar
thana in the city.

One jailed for
getting married
second time

From Our Correspondent
PABNA. Aug 3: For perform-

w marr without
any on from
the first wife, Afsar Ali Saskar
was convicted under Muslim
Family Laws Ordinanee and
was sentenced to suffer simpie
iﬂpﬂll.'l'.llllﬂl for a te;m of
one year to a fine of
Taka 10.000. Gl

Alkama ate

get of shrimp pr
not be achieved due 1o sudden
attack of “white spot disease”

White spot disease strikes, thousands
of shrimp farmers in trouble

SATKHIRA, Aug 3. The tar

uction could

in shrimp farms under greater
Khulna district during the cur
rent season

It was learmt from the dis

trict Fishery Department that
shrimps worth Taka several
crores died of while s
ease
(ghers) under Khulna Satkhira
and Bagerhat districts

t dis-
in shrimp enclosures

According to sources the

shrimp farmers of Satkhira,

From Our Correspondent

Khulna and Bagerhat districts
imported shrimp fry from In
dia and Thailand due to
scarcity of fry in the local mar
ket during the growing period
shrimp fry were attacked with
viral disease called white spot
Due to the sudden attack with
the disease, huge quantity of
shrimps died in t?u- shrimp
enclosure

The sudden attack of the
shrimps and their death due to
the disease have thrown the
marginal and middle class
shrimp larmers into greal fi

nancial distress. They took
loans from bank for shrimp
cultivatton but are not in the
position to repay them

The well-informed circle
viewed that the government
should come forward to help
the aflected shrimp farmers.

It was apprehended that
this fatal shrimp disease may
spread Lo new areas.

Mentionable that a total of
three lakh acres of land were
brought under the shrimp cul
Uvation in greater Khulna dis
trict during the season

Picst Cluss; Pobuss. & rerded
the above punishment to the
aforementioned accused.

Complainant Hasina :
the first wife of the .if.“.iﬁ'
filed the above case nst her
husband, Afsar Ali of vil-
lage Char Bhangoora
under Bhangoora thana of |
Pabna district alleging that she
was married with the accused
in accordance with the prowvi-
sions of Mohammedan Law in
1979. When she became preg-
nant, she was sent to t
house of her father for a
care and delivery. But during
her absence, her husband Afsar
riage with Shamsunnahar Be-
m‘ :}‘a ter of Abdul Majid
out or obtaining any

om her.
May 1.

1980, Hasina gave birth to a
female child.
livered, Hasina Begum. the
complainant died. case

Ali Sarkar held second mar-
same village with-
Meanwhile, on
When the jl.u:lgmun.was de-
continued for long ten years.

continue to fall However
situation in the western part of
the embankment is quite dif-

15 injured in
two separate

clashes
JHENIDAH, Aug 3: At least

hospitais.

Witnesses said the clash.
erupted when the activists of
Awarmni League attacked a BNP
worker, Amin Master. at the

village .

Flood situation slightly

improves in Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ. Aug 3 The

overall flood situation in Siraj
Eanj district improved in the
castern part of Brahmaputra
flood protection embarkment
as the water level of Jamuna

the

ferent. The tribu rivers like
Karotoa. Gumani, Ibhanga
Hurasagar and Fulzor are still
rising. Many of the seven
thanas mcl 2 Sira-
JEanj sadar. Belkuchi

Chowhali, Shahzadpur

and Tarash were inundat b;
incoming flood water through
the eroded parts of WDB em-
bankment at Singrabari in

Kazi thanas and Dhitpur in
S dpur thana. Onrush of

flood water have created pres-

sure on culverts of different
yolrits in leajcfunj-m.upur-
mamuki road disrupting road
COMUITUnIcation

137 persons
arrested 1n
Jhenidah on
various charges

From Our Correspondent

19 found guilty
in robbery case
in Kishoregan;

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 3:
Nineteen sons were found
guilty and sentenced them to
suffer rigorous imprisonment
for robbery recently.

Md. Abul Mansur, Additional
Session Judge, First Court.
Kishoregan| while delivering
the judﬁtment in a dacoity
case on July 31 found the rest
15 accused, not guilty and ac-
quitted all of them of the
charge.

Of the convicts, Layes. Sid-
dique. Bacchu, Barju and
Kalagazi were sentenced to
suffer Rl for 3 years while ab-
sconding Taher, Ranju. Dulal,
Babul. Golap, Tajul, Madhu
Mia, Shamsu, Chalkya. Mo-
taleb, Mujibur, Akkas Lta. De
wainya and St ul Islam were
sentenced to suffer RI for 3
years and to pay a fine of Taka
1000 or in default 1o suffer Rl
for two months more

The prosecution story in

s e
KUSHTIA: SM Kausar,

President, Kushtia Zila Press Club

18 receiving a Fax machine from Anwar Yousuf noted in-
dustnialist and MD, BLTC Kushtia who has donated the

same for Kushtia Zila Press Club

— Star photo

Power supply irregular
In Sirajgan;

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 3: Contin
uous power disruption in the

It was learnt that flood wa JHHENIDAH =~ Aug3. Jhe- | brief is that. on July 2, 1988 at | I WO
ter engulfed 64 unions in nidah police arrested 137 | about B am. the acoits, dis- H:,?;a;::lhslfnﬂﬂzrnﬁrvﬂ; ﬂ.f
accised persons and recov ment Board (BPDB) has begn

seven thanas under Elra]Fan
ak

ered three abandoned

guised as l!‘:-aucn ers altacked

district. More than five : of a launch bound for Bhairab | causin '
people were affected by the pipegurns from different parts | in the Kodalhati river near t@cu&:bﬂsnﬁc:ﬂ;znﬁ!aﬁ
recent floods 25 unions in of the district during last one Bhairab town. The dacoits loss Lo the produrtive sectors

charlands were detouched
from the district and respec-
tive thana headquarters

When cogtacted a source of
district Relief and Disaster
Management office told The
Daily Star that 230 metric tons
ol fnﬂds,ram Tk 2.50.000 in
cash. 525 pieces of shari, 525
giﬂ[t& of lungl and 125 tins of

isCuil were distributed among
llh? flood affected people as re-
e

month, police sources said

According to reports. the
arrested were involved with
toll collection, terrorism, oul
lawed party activities and ille-
gal arms and other anti-social
actvities

It may be noted here that
six persons in Sailkupa. o
person in Harinakundu thana
and two persons in Jhenidah
sadar thana were killed during
fast month

stopped the launch after stab-
bing its 'serang’ and looted all
belongings of the passengers.
Al one stage the dacoits
stabbed a passenger, named
Khursid to death. Later they
fled on an engine-driver boat.
A case was registered with
Bhairab police who after inves-
tigation submitted charge-
sheet st 34 persons lead-
ing to the trial in the court of
dditional Session Judge

It was learnt that power
disruption in the thana level
supply network have turned
very irregular recently. Every
day loadshedding is recorded
from dusk to 10 pm at night
At daytime alm_d;:owfr supply
remains suspended for hours
together The late night sup-
ply. consequent] nes  not
come o any use of the domes
tic consumers who are to pay
minimum bills for 60 units ev

ery month, Such irregularity of
power supply also causes un
toward incidents On July 31,
Balkuchi office of PDB was ran-

sacked by the angry con
sumers. #

While contacted FDB
sources said that of the total
requirement of 14 megawatlls
only seven to eight megawalls

of power are supplied from the
national grid line for Sirajgan)

district. The PDB supplies
more than three megawatt of
ower to the Palli Bidyut

Samity (PBS). Recently. a part
of Kamarkhanda thana was
transferred to the PBS to re-
duce load of PDB without in
creasing supply from the grid
line

.....
.......
-----

TANGAIL: Flood affected Kakus village Many houses

e
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.

were washed away in the area recently by the on rush of water. — Star photos by Manirul Islam Manik

One imprisoned
for raping

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGAN.J. Aug 3. One
person was sentenced to sufler
rigorous fmprisonment (RI) of
seven years and to pay a fine of
Taka on charge of raping a

irl.

. At dead of night on May 29
1995, Samila Khatun. daughter
of Kalachan of village Purba
Gobaria in Kuliarchar thana
came out of the honse In re
spond to the nature s call. Th
accused Shah Alam ol the samme
village swooped on her and
took her forcibly to a splitary
place after tieing her mouth

wilh a piece of cloth She was
raped Shah Alam there.
Samila Khatun was recovered

later In an unconacious state

A casc was flled with Ku
ltarchar thana and police
submitted charge sheet against
hMm after investigation

CHTNCPC new
executive body

formed

From CHT Correspondent

RANGAMATI. Aug3: A 2]-
member execulive committee
of the Rangamati district unit
0f {.‘hiua(gm}g Hill Tracts
National Co-ordination and
Peace Council {(CHTNCPC) was
formed here recently in a
general meeting of the council
with Shantimoy Dewan and
Bijoy Ratan Dey as president
and general secretary respec-
tively for 1996-97.

The elites of the hilly town
attended the meeting chaired
by the Senior Vice-President
of CHTNCPC AKM Maqsud
Ahmed.

Secretary General of
CHTNCPC Subinoy Chakma
said in his address of welcome
that the council was formed in
CHT region in such a crucial
time when co-ordination
among tribals and non-tribals
virtually felt extremely essen-
tial for paving the long-felt way
on resolving the vexing insur-
gency problem.

CHTNCPC founded in late
1993 has been wurkin% to-
wards sorting out the long
standing CHT problem by mo-
tivating the people through
holding of seminars, sympo-
siums, rallies and regular pub-
lication.

Drinking water
crisis prevailing
in Bandarban

ANDARBAN Aug 3:
Drinking water scarcity has
beenr prevailing in the hill dis-
trict town for the last three
weeks causing untold suffer-
mgs to dwellers, reports UNB,

Local Fublic Health Engi-
neering Department sources
zaid nine out of 11 ring-wells
went out of order totally due to
mec hanical problems. Conse-
quently two ring-wells cannot
to supply the required water to
the people

They said two of the nine
ring-wells went into heaps of
sands of the river Sanghu
aftermath of its construction

last year and they even falled
to trace out the wells.

About 40.000 people of the
town and adjoining areas are
lorced to use contaminated
river water and are suffering
from various water born dis-
cases like diarrhoea. dysentery
and cholera. :

Local people said the water

:upﬂy pru{ﬂ"l, which was ini-
tiated by the past government
at a cost of about 4 crore

could not be completed during
their tenure and no initiative

has yet been taken to eothplete

the same



