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KATHMANDU, Aug 3
Nepal's main opposition party
saldd vesterday that it would
Llot k passage of treaty with
India on border river devel-
opment in the Nepali Parlia-
ment. reports Xinhua.

The coalition ernment is
expected to table the Nepal-
Indian treaty on Maha

River to the on-going Parlia-
mwnt session for ratification.

President of the o tion
Communist Party of Nepal
(UML) Man Mohan Adhikari

said at the Lower House that
the treaty could only be pre-
sented to Parliament six
months from now* after exten-
sive discussions on every
aspect of the treaty

The ratification of the
treaty. which needs at Jeast a
two-thirds majority in the
House would be unlikely with-
ot the support of the UML

International

Assad greets Km“ Hussein 1in Damascus

'Israel may pu]l out of Lebanon |

if Hezbollah men give up arms'

JERUSALEM. Aug 3: Prime
Minister Benjamin tharwahu
said on Friday Israel would be
ready to pull out of Lebanon 1l
Islamic militants were dis
armed and no measures were
taken against the Jewish
state's allies in the area, re

s Reuter.
The right-win Israeli
leader told Israel television in

an interview that such and ar

rangement with Beirut could
pave the way for a formal peace
deal with Syria.

“If we know that Hezbollah
is disarmed in Lebanon, that it
won't altack us anymore and
that a proper arrangement is
made for our allies in South
Lebanon and we have satisfac
tory security for our northern
border from the Lebanese side
then we have no reason to be
in Lebanon,” Netanyahu said.

prime minister Shimon Peres
in elections two months ago —
spelled out what ‘has been
dubbed the "Lebanon first™ ini
tlative aimed at breaking the
deadlock in peace move with
Syria

Damascus has rejected the
icea.

Israeli troops and members
of their allied Soath Lebanon

patrol a 15-km (nine-

milcrmrupariml zone in South
Lebanon which the Jewish
state says is necessary (o pro
tect its northern border

Islamic militants from the
pro-lranian Hezbollah (Party of
God) group have waged a
guerilla war to expel Israeli
soldiers from Lebanon. where
Syria is the main powerbroken

‘1 think this would be a real
contribution towards at'him"inﬁ,
a wider understanding whic

tanyahu said.

A senior Syrian official on |

Eﬂday described the Lebannng
rst” proposal as a "trap

at sabotaging the brotherl

Syrian- Lebanese ties" whic

could not lead to peace.

Syria s price for peace is a
complete Israell withdrawal
from the strategic Golan
Heights which the Jewish
state captured in 1967 Middie
East war

AFFP adds: King Hussein of
Jordan arrived in Damascus

today on his first visit in to

years for talks with President
Hafez Al-Assad on sealing their
reconciliation and efforts to
jumpstart the peace process
with Israel

Syrian officials said Assad

greeted the hn:ﬁrnt the airport
at the start of one-day visit.

King Hussein was accom-
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Top negotiators fo visit Groznz

Moscow keen to restart

collapsed peace talks

MOSCOW, Aug 3: Top Rus-
sian negotiators said Friday
they would fly to the devas-
tated Chechen city of Grozny
this weekend to try to restart
collapsed peace talks with
separatist rebels. although no
concrete meeting is set. re-
ports AFP.

The secretary of the gov-
ernment commission on re-
solving the 20-month war,
Sergei Stepashin. said he toid
the mediator of the Organisa-
tion for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe [(OSCE) that he
was ready to meet rebel lead-
ers.

"We arrive on Saturday and
this is not secret. 1 have said
via OSCE mission chief Tim
Guldimann that we are ready
to meet,” Stepashin told re-

porters. -
No time or place has been

acheslav Mikhailov, also fing
to Grozny., indicated there
would be little room for cem-

promise. squarely blm
Chechens for the b
in talks.

He accused Chechen rebel
chief of staff Aslam Maskhadov
of dciihera:cly avoiding new
talks "to try and convince peo-
ple that the federal centre is
the side violating the agree-
ment.’

The two sides signed a
wide-reaching peace accord in
June, just before the presiden-
tial elections. but Russian
forces went back on the offen-
sive shortly after president
Boris Yeltsin's re-election.

Mihailov said that while he
supported new talks — the
first since the now Meoribund
accord was signed — mili
force would continue to be

set for a meeting. however.
Natiomalities Minister Vy-

will in the end bring about
formal peace with Syria.” Ne

panied by Prime Minister Ab-
del Karimm Kabariti.

It was the first time Ne

used in so-called "special
tanyahu — who ousted dovish —

EU wants to see failure of
Daytonaccord.TudJman

Aug 3: Croatian Tudjman's meeting with

rtnidrnt Frlnju Tudjman Lhntnn ended wtthuut the
emerged from talks with his usual joint statement to the in-
US cou Bill Clinton on  ternational press and the tra-
Friday furious with Europe for ditional photograph, and the

which holds X9 seats in the
205 seat Lower House

US to pull out
dependents of

armymen
from KSA

WASHINGTON Aug 3. The
Inited States has decided to
pull out depend=nts of US mil

—ELE T == ==

Pohce summon Megawatl for questmmng

Jakarta imposes travel ban on
speakers of free speech forum

Hary persenne. from Saudi JAKARTA. Aug 3. A travel Indonesian Democracy Pa ﬂi Jakarta police headquarters | trying to hegp the blame for Croatian president also can-
Arabia. where 24 Americans lhan has been ackd on all (PDI) addressed the six wee today at 10 am (0300 GMT)." | continuing disputes in Bosnia celled an expected visit to At-
have been killed in two terror speakers who addressed a Iree Jorum outside the PDI head Robert Tambunan., one of her | on his Croatian government lanta to see the Olympic
_ ist attacks since November a | nPec(-h foruin here in support quarters 1.1\?«-“ and the Bosnian Croatls. re- Gumes de. Sl g ciead o .-

= Pentagon spokesman said Fri ol opposition leader Megawall A violent roilitary raid on ambunan sald Megawati ports AFP turn directly to Zagreb.
Klm Hy ong [1 permanent representative of the Deéemo- day_ reports AFP Sukarnoputri. the official An the FDI headguarters last rlannrd o co-operate with po- As an EU deadline looms for Croatia was expected to
weekend put an end to the ice and attend the questioning | truculent Bosnia-Croats in the some under fire in the meet-

A decision has been made

cratic Ped ple s Repubhic of Korea to the United Nations, ad- tara news 3”"":{1’”1'"“"”

dresses r ‘porters Friday at United Nations headquarters to take ont dependents said Hailurday. H‘[:lﬂﬂh_ . Iree "‘I]J'I"'I."'i:l"l- hlu-mn_. and ex~ session with her lawyers ;lzldrd iuuthﬂl'an l‘mcr:l“? of j;ng on two counts for Bosnian-
_ 3 ‘ _ . _ Pentagon spokesman Ken Ba- "Thelr names have been Frllrd Megawatl supporters AP ackidal K Inbonis Lendar a: R star. T n ias out at Croat intransigence.
in New Yo rk. The ambassador discussed relations between cotl "We expect the vast ma sent o immigration otlices al rom the building d'“I': ‘“rl Hoti Ties European circles for blaming
North and South korea and hopes for reunification. jority ol dependents will | all sea and airports in the Mass riots followed in :rl:-:irngl 12;1 qucd“ nr:ult::t Croats for all the {lls currently He European Union has
- AFPAUNB photo b ve country to prevent them from which three people died and Sl je has been charged plaguing Bosnia's Dayton prace given the Bosnia-Creais in the
They ll be out relatively fleeing overseas.” said a senlor 26 were injured with E:?;‘:El'llﬂn Kie Tawnae accords southern city of Mostar until
soon 11's a question of charter- mli&arz; nm;rga who declined M#anwh:k. lludm;utu 8 op said Saturday Thc rrim:Tll lm‘Thr Ull;ubT 3::[:5 haE a dmldniﬂhtd'l?l’.:m GMT) 31‘.;]1:
. - me flichts to get the : to identili osition cauder egawati . y ading ro t there are Eu- ay to end their boycott
12Indlﬂ.'1fﬁldle ﬂfter con rF ].l uor: ‘old AEI’ ERaemant he The source did not provide Eukarnnpu‘ln has received a Punishable by death. ropean circles which want to n:{r'l -elected city council of
Twelve people died after consuming home-ma uor.. The e decision to pull out the | the names or number ol peo police sunumons for question- Also Saturday, police sald | see Dayton (the Bosnia e which a mlinly Hul-hm coall-
Times of Indiz ' reported yesterday. Reuter reports from New | O dependents of US mili | Ple on the blacklist and Antara  ing ‘this morning. her lawyer they have summoned pro- | accords) fail and the Croats tion has a maj
Delhi. | tary personnel i Saudi Arabia | did not report which authority  confirmed with AFF Saturday democracy leader Megawati | blamed for this" Tudjman told Mijo Hrkjlkm'i{‘ the mayof of
Five of the 12 'were in India's northern state of Haryana. coincides with the move —of | 18sued the list. “She received the police Sukarnoputri for questioning | Croatian journalists in Wash- Croatia held west Mostar, said

which had bani 1eq’ liquor sales trom July 1. The other seven
were in the ea stern state of Bihar, At least 35 others in
Haryana were ac Iniitted to various hospitals in serious condi-
tion, In Bihar tl ie incident took place in the state's capital

Patna, the newsp, 1] er said.

hoon claims 39 in Taiwan:

least ople c'ied and 34 went missing when typhoon
Herb ldshed Taiwz n this week, triggering the worst flooding
in 30 vears. the L) nited Daily News reported yvesterday. AFP

reporis from Taipe 1.

The death toll w ould rise as more bodies of victims buried
by landslides in c« *ntral Taiwan were reirieved, the paper
p}tdicted. The offic ial National Police Administration (NPA)

toll stood at 19 dead and 41 missing.

Friday that the Croats would

aboul events leading up to the
not give in.

ingion in remarks broadcast by
violence.

suminons on Friday night at 8
Croatian television.

some 4,000 US troops [rom Dozens of activists. student
pin (1300 GMT) to go to the

Dhahran and Rivadh to an air ; leaders and members of the
base in the desert.

Wives of Western
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Off the Record

-

SRINAGAR. Indja. Aug 3:
The wives of two Western
tourists kidnapped by Muslim
rebels in Kashmir more than a
year ago pleaded with local vil-
lagers Saturday to help win

- —— = e o ——
s T

l ]I ,EA I‘Ebej ‘S k_lll 4 CQPS in Assam: their husbands' release, re- [ SAN FRANCISCO: About l:\:.u dozen activists, some wearing
Separatist guerillas i1 1 India s north-cast state of Assam killed ports AFP _ :pl&:t: ;uitltlil;d monkey mas l::acged a nog protest Fri:hy
four Indian policemen on Friday. officials said. Reuter reports X Jane 5511‘5‘“]‘3 1erllf:1' of ;olectmtn federal E.“‘:'nﬂmm“ﬂ ancel AP.

fies American Dona utchins,
e and Julie Mangan, wife of NASA. stop torturing monkeys mnl':[mﬂl

The demonstration was an apps mu;esm: whcn:l
vote was scheduled on an t that could cancel the

oject, which involves the United States, France and Russia.

e project studies bone loss and the effects of space travel
on astronauts' muscles.

Two monkeys are scheduled to {ly into space in October.

"I'm not an extremist. | could see in some cases where you
can use animals for medical reasons, but | can't justify this in
my mind,” said Barbara Chase as the passed out flyers at the

downtown Federal Building.
But Susan Paris, president of Americans for Medical

Indian authorities launched g M i e SR SRl i e T Pr Educational Foundation, said it is important to un-
a search of Magam Rakh two e dcrstand the health effects on astronauts.
months ago for the bodies of il e "':':_.'_‘-"53‘_"“-: e b R, - '‘We know there is bone loss alld heart muscles get af-
b el B e i et - e . > o fected when astronauts fly into s " she said, "but we need
ern hostages after an arrested to understand why that happens.

Muslim militant said all had
been killed by their captors.
but none were found.

17 Afghans die
»1n tribal clash

ISLAMABAD. Aug 3: A tribe
in eastern Afghanistan said on

They said United L iberation Front of Assam {ULFA) rebels
ﬂﬁrt‘ onn a polii2e vehicle in Dhubri town, killing the
ﬁ:mr The ULFA is [ig hting to create a separate homeland.
More than 2.000 peop le have died in the rebellion over the
past 10 years in Assarn1 lKknown for its team and rich oil re-

SEIrves.

US eases resitiriction on Ukraine:

The United States ori1 Friday scrapped Cold-War era
restrictions on defence: trade with Ukraine. the eighth
former Soviet republic to 1oe taken off the prescribed list. AFP
reports from Washington.

“This is a major step forward for Ukraine and for the de-
velopment of a very close  US-UKraine relationship, State De-
partment spokesman Nic)1olas Burns said. Ukraine was take
of the US government's irnternational traffic in arms regula-
tion list (ITAR)] which dir«ects the State Department to deny
licenses or defence serwvice 's to certain countries,

2 foreigners kid napped in Chechn a:

Two members of a Frencl' humanitarian mission have
kidnapped by unknown ar med people in the Chechen l:;@.]:utal
Grozny, a news agency said Saturday, AP reports from Grozny.

ITAR Tass did not ident ify the mission but said its leader
Jean-Pierre Mahe reported the abduction Saturday to Chech-
nya's Moscow-backed Inte:rior Ministry.

Gunmen kill {2 E tian cops:

Suspected Islamic militants shotl dead two policemen and a
?nfﬁcial in a village of E gypt's troubled southern province

Briton Keith Mangan, met the - et
village head at Magam Rakh, | gl ° T
the head priest of the local | LW - - - G e T o MR g
mosque and other villagers. | B S i Ry g
"Please provide .us with ol
clues about our husbands and
we will be thankful to you.”
Schelley told one of the village
“1 women.
‘We want to know whether
they are alive or dead.”

A rocket 1s Eent a;u'borue frnm one of the Russian ' 'L:rad missile system launchers in the
Shatoy region of the war-torn North Caucasus republie to Chechen separatist positions on
Thursday. — AFP/UNB photo

PA slams Israeli PM for lifting
- freeze on Jewish settlements

; : JERUSALEM, Aug 3: Pales- olicies of the dovish Labour

E‘;L?Eaif’;l lttw;l?jc;v?é’rtﬁg r;: rh':f‘" tinian officials havtg slammed Envernment which forged
_ : - : 4 Israeli Prime Minister Ben- lamic bombing spree in Febru- peace deals with the PLO.

== Miny pipolie kaid yeslendidy, E FEPORIS oL LG, Heh P etausputesang ek ke amin Netanyahu's decision to ary and March Fhat killed 59 The right-wing Netanyahu,
oY S0 Shies ; St hedeved o be iembere ol the | Itahcbased Algham hews:sers {iﬂ a freeze on Jewish settle- people in the Jewish state. who ousted Labour in a na-

outlawed Jamaa Islamiyaa. killed the Pnhcenwn standing vice reported, says Reuter. Ela:ﬂaa has spearheaded Pales- tiondl election two months

uard outside the home of { he: mavor ol Ashmunine village Al least 17 people were HRlAD & pﬂsiﬁzn to Imasl PLO. ‘aga,b the fears deals

ate Friday, As they fled. the y also gunned down a local offi- killed and 25 wounded in the peace m?:-w:s -:Thl;sl spells an end to the

cial who was coming out of a mosque. police said. battles between the Shinwar - | i
S Rnadad Arbes Ln Naws Members of the Palestinian previous government's policy

Hunt for missing
elephants

COLQMBO: Police detectives in Sri Lanka are hunting for at
least seven elephants reported missing from various Buddhist
temples, police said Saturday, s AP.

e directive to send sleuths on the trail of elephants
came from President Chandrika Kumaratunga after allﬂln:
that elephants donated to various temples were being as
pets in the homes of powerful local businessmen and politi-

cians.

The custodians of the temnple of the tooth, which Bud-
dhists believe contains a tooth of Lerd Buddha, had com-
plained to i:::idcnt Kumaratunga that they could not find

enough elephants this year for an annual religious parade.

Organisation Jalled hundreds of
Hamas activists after an Is-

ments in occupied lands as a
huge setback for peace, re-
ports Reuter,

Israel's decision on Friday

L [ B L] [
to ease restrictions on settle- Authorily (PA) discussed Is- of hanging the communities in | .
8 die as forry SIrLs In VICHIAM: | fiu poves e plan s | Bt came e hundrods of  faels dectson 1o cance 15 Jules S G oo b | iule, It oany P, of he couny el s et
licensed for sank in a river iin central Vietnam. the official . HISHUMIRIL JIWEEIh DINIISCIM  ROISHONS JNPGSeH Dy LHERTE y : in the central mountain city of Kandy, 100 kilometres (60

PLO prison in the West Bank
town of Tulkarm, I[reeing
around 40 jailed activists from

Settler leaders said Friday's
the Israeli gov-
increase in

vious ffovernment hours after it
was annournced.
"The Israeli government's

It gquofed a
spokesman as saying his tribe
had captured most areas under

miles) east of the capital, Colombo.

The two-week-lon
phants, and thousands of drummers, dancers and flag bear-

Nhan Dan Daily reported yester diay, Reuter says from Hanoi.
The newsp cFH said the vess el was swamped by high waves
as it navigated the Gianh river” to the north of the wartime

‘decision by

ernment could spectacle with more than 100 ele-

f : Roodad control and taken the Islamic militant Hamas resolution is serious setback to Jewish population in the West .
Eanu!;;:?ﬁé:gr :ﬂ;;fd hégankg.?? ;at{;ﬂ Ft;ljlﬁ ndms] irrllagctlj ;Jde;:nl {:f:g}sr:rlllg about 100 tribal people | group. the peace process. | think set- Bank and Gaza Strip by 50,000 | ers. took place in Juli.r
cmged to carry half that amount . ' ; hostage while others were oh Residents said the Pales- tlement activity, building set- over the next two years. The custodians told Kumaratunga that the elephants given
oy | the run. tinian police opened fire on tlements, expanding settle- Around 130,000 Jewish to some temples by the country's elephant orphanage could
There was no independent | the 2,000 protesters, killing ments is a de facto cancella- settlers currently live in the have been kept as pets by politicians and businessmen who

served as trustees of temples.
The- complaint to the president said seven elephants were
known to be missing. but the number could be higher
Kumarat has ordered the Criminal Investigations De-
partment of the police to find the elephants. ‘::dt-d the officials,
who spoke on condition of anonymity.

West Bank and Gaza, home to
two million Arabs. Israeli-PLO
peace deals launched Pales-
tinian self-rule in parts of the
area in what Palestinians hope
is a step to statehood.

tion of peace.” said Paleslinian
Authority (PA] member Saeb
Erekat.

The decision marked the
new Likud administration’s
clearest break-yet with the

Peasants, troops claish in Colombia: «
least two people were killed an d more than 15 injured on
Friday in a violent clash betwee n peasants and government
security forces caught on opposite sides of one of the
frontlines of Colombia's drug wiir. authorities said, Rf'uter
reports from Bogota.

38-year-old Ibrahim Hadayeh.
whose two sons were jailed.
The protesters were demand-
F the release of imprisoned
relatives on hunger strike.
The Palestine Liberation

confirmation of the report.

On Thursday, AIP reported
that at least 15 people were
killed and more than 30
wounded in a pitched battle
involving tanks and artillery.

Former French PM
Debre dead

PARIS, Aug 3: Former
French prime minister and
one of the founders of the Fifth
Republic Michel Debre died
today at the age of 84 at his
home in Montlouis-Sur-Loipe,
local media reports quoted an
announcement by his family as
saying, reports Xinhua.

Born on January 15, 1912
in Paris, Michel Debre was the
son of Robert Debre, an inter-
nationally renowned pediatri-
cian at the time.

Debre joined the resistance
fun:: nst Germany during

ar 1l and was the gov-
crnmcnt s representative in
the region of angers in the

fight for the Iliberation of
France from the Nazi occupa-
tion.

He was prime minister un-
der General Charles De Gaulle
from 1959 to 1962, and occu-

several ministerial seats
1966 to 1973.

President Jacques Chirac
said in a message of condo-
lence that France has 'lost one
of its greatest servants."

- One of the four sons of
Michel Debre, Jean-Louis De-
bre, is now the Interior Minis-
tﬂ'. -

1

Aidids death may offer a way out of Somali civil war

MOCYADISHU, Aug 3: The death of faction
leader Mohamed Farah Aidid may offer a
wa y out of five years of civil war that has left
hundreds of thousands dead of violence and
sta rvation, rival militia leaders say, reports
AP, .

Aidid's militias had forced UN peacekeepers to
abaindon Somalia. And a US manhunt for
Aidic! during the peacekeeping mjssion led
tﬂ a battle that killed 18 US soldiers and a

Bgr ted 300 Somalis. The slaughter, in Oc-

r 1993, prompted President Clinton to

ﬁﬁﬂj up the withdrawal of US forces,
ch was completed the nexi year

The official cause of Aidid's death Thuraday
was a heart attack, although White House
s rnan David Johnson said the 61-year-

genral reportedly died from surgery to
H;hﬂ a gunshot would he received during
ting.

He was buried Friday, and the streets of Mo-
gadishu, the capital . were quite.

Aidid was wounded in a July 24 battle for the
key Medina neighbourhood that controls an
im t road out of the city.

Shortly after his bugal in a simple Muslim cer-

emoriy, Mogadishu radio stations run by his

;c:lwu arc 8 announcﬁd unilateral cease-
re
The radio stations — run by Ali Mahdi Mo-
" hamed, who controls north Mogadishu, and
Osman Hassan Al Atto, a former Aidid
backer who formed his own militia — also
" noted that talks among as many as 15 polit-
ical factions were possible if the team

named to replace Aidid was ready to negoti-

ate.

"All Somalia's people are witnessing that
fisghting cannot settle the Somali problem,”
Ali Mahdi told reporters gathered at his
north Mogadishu villa Friday. "l will insist
that Somali people come together, sit to-

ether, discuss

eacefully who their leader
or the future will be."

Ali Mahdi said Aidid's death had created an
opening for a new international conference
where all Somalian factions could decide
the country's future. But he also noted that
his fighters remained on the battlefields
and would return fire if attacked by Aidid's
menn.

Aidid's radio station said a 30-member com-
mittee had been appointed to head his
Lnited Somali Congress-Somali National Al-
liance, whose me s are drawn primarily
from the Habr-Gedir sub-clan of the Hawiye
clan, one of the six in Somalia.

The radio broadcast a statement, apparently
from the new committee. calling on the
soldiers of the National Arm id's mili-
tiamen — to “remain watc ful and defend
their rights

The station alse declared a 30- -day mournin

© period, and broadcast somber music an
messa of condolence to Aidid's family.
Aidid is survived by his third wife, Khadija -
Said Gurhan, and 14 children.

Prof loan M Lewis, a British ~on Somalia,
said Aidid's death opens the situation to
“positive devel ts." |

Attempts since 1991 to broker agreements
amfong the faction leaders in Somalia have

enerally been “a complete waste of time.,"
Fﬁrgeiy ecause Aidid wasn't interested in
negotiating, Lewis said,

White House spokesman Johnson said the
Clinton administration hopes that Aidid’'s
'removal from the scene can set the founda-
tionn for a more peaceful future for Somalia.”

Aidid was the leading force behind the over-
throw of former dictator Mohamed Siad
Barre in 1991. During the dictator's increas-

— ingly brutal 21-year rule, Aidid served in the
army, cabinet and as Somalia's ambassador
to India. Siad Barre named him intelligence
chief but began to suspect Aidid of plotting
a atélst him and jailed him from 1969 to

76.

As Siad Barre's rule weakened, Aidid turned on
his boss.

Aidid’s fighters drove the fallen leader from
Mogadishu in January 1991. Shortly after-
ward, two Hawiye sub-clans — one led by Al
Mahdi and the other by Aidid — began quar-
reling over the spoils.

The country of 8 million people dissolved into
a collection of fiefdoms with no central gov-
ernment. Thousands of heavily armed mili-
tiamen, brandishing weapons Siad Barre re-
ceived from the Soviets and the West,
roamed Mogadishu and the rest of the
country terrorising civilans and destroying
the economy.

Often travelir or trucks over-
armed with anti-tank and anti-aircraft
weapons, and frequently under the influ-
ence of khat a popular narcotic plant, they
disrupted education, business aru.r farming.

More than 350.000 Somalis died in ﬂ'l'E famine
and the f{ighting.

Five hundred Pakistani UN peacekeeping
troops were sent to Mogadishu in Septemi-
ber 1992 to protect aid workers trying to
distribute food and medical supplies to
people displaced by the ting

The first US Marines went as
on December 8, 1992. Western diplomats
tried to negotiate with Aidid and other
Somali’ leaders to end the chaos. But the
United Nations soon accused Aidid of
ambushing peacekeepers and issued a war-
rant for his arrest.

By February 1993, thousands of Somalis in Mo-

gadishu, e on by Aidid, were rioting
ainst the ign intervention.

Aidid repeatedly denied responsibility for the

ambush that killed Pakistani peacekeepers

in June 1993, and accused the UN forces of

favouring his rivals.
The Unit States withdrew in March 1994,

and the final UN contingent pulled out a |

year later.
Renewed fighting broke out this year as Aidid
battled a ition of other factions for con

trol of south Mogadishu and large areas in
the south of the coun

Hospitals and clinics in ishu last week
reported more than 100 people killed and
another 400 wounded in tne past month

There are still an estimated 200,000 to
400,000 people displaced from other areas
of Somalia living in Mogadishu and another
475,000 Somali refugees outside the coun-

try.

Tigers kill 3
farmers

COLOMBO, Aug 3: Tamil
Tiger rebels shot and killed
three [armers in eastern Sri
lanka. as a week-long lull con-
tinued in the military's uﬂtn-
sive in the north aimed at
turing the largest guerilia

: | t{mm an official said Saturday.
ore at Mogadishu |

reports AF,

The rebels continued in-
termittent mortar attacks on
soldiers clearing mines in
Paranthan town, which the
military captured a week back,
said Major Eﬂak Dunuwille, a
miilit esman.

T‘ha?aﬁy says it plans to
capture Kilinochchi, six kilo-
metres (4 miles) away, where
Tamil rebels relocated after
the fall of their stronghold of
northerm Jafina City last De-
cember

The military says al least 42
rebels and 17 soldiers have
died so far in the thrust. The
rebels say 10 Tamil civiians
were also killed and 30 were
wounded by military shelling,
but military officials say y
identified rebel targets are
bﬂ?‘ﬁ attacked,

¢ government does not
permit journalists to travel to
the r and all mmnlunl-t‘l
tion links have broken down
due to the fighting.



