Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has announced
in Gopalganj that her government intends to give
priority to the development of neglected areas of

the country. The idea is to ensure a balanced
growth of the economy. It is only natural for her
to focus on the backward pockets in order that
these can be brought at par with the developed
areas. We welcome the Prime Minister for rais-
| ing the issue of symmetrical development of the
country.

. She has stated that the opposition-dominated
~areas had been neglected by successive govern-
“ments during the past 21 years. Hopefully, she
does not mean that her government will simply
reverse the order of areas to set things right. The
important thing is to determine the criteria
whereby some areas would be declared backward
or neglected and others developed or advanced.
In this task, the bureau of statistics can be a
guide. While they can supply the basic informa-
tion about a particular area, it is the various
think-tanks, including the BIDS specially, whose
| assistance might be of great use in this endeav-
- our. The prime minister need not be partisan
where facts will speak for themselves.

Let the experts decide the criteria in the light
of the infrastructural and other developmental
needs of the different geographical areas. For ex-
ample, those without adequate road communica-
tion, electricity, and marketing facilities must be
the first to receive priority. Similarly, the areas
that are routinely ravaged by natural calamities —
such as floods, droughts — or have only limited
employment opportunities should easily qualify
for early government attention.

Our point is this: Let the development strategy
be fofmulated on the basis of purely economic
criteria. This calls for depoliticisation of the de-
velopment process. We suggest that the area se-
lection exercise be fully transparent and the fol-
low-up measures adopted for areas on the priority
list monitored as well. This will be the best guar-
antee for good use of public money.

Housing Headache

Anatomy of Bank Lo

HENEVER | take a
loan from the bank !
am tempted to think |

don't have to pay it back.
Afterall. this is part of our
national culture. This phe-
nomenon is eruditely ysed
in the article of Profl Muzaffar
Ahmed entitled "The Political
Economy of Loan Default — A
Quest for a Socio-Political Ex-

I:I.ln.lunn". With his permission
have quoted freely from his

work. In the context of
hank d:faujt we are reall
The large

thc banks n.'nd Sav-

i md Loans Association
(S cost the US tax payers
bilions of dollars as the SLAs
were guaranteed by the US
Government. More recently
the problems of banks in
Japan, Mexico and some other
South American countries bear
testimony to universality of
this spectre

First attempts to investigate
bank default was made by a
team led by Prof Rehman Sob-
han which. however. confined
their study to the Dcnﬁ:mt
Finance Institutions (D
conclusion that emerged
the study was that 'lhf tto—
nomic factors did not mean-
ingfully explain the default
phenomenon. Dr Kamal Sid-
diqui's tale of the emergence
of the new monied class in
the Dhaka City documents the
income effect and extra )
access to financial asset
group of bank directors and
their clients and people with
connection and access to
power have led to stagnating
economic activity, emergence
of black monied class and
misallocation of resources In
his book "Patron-Client Politics
and Baseness in Bangladesh”
Stanley A Kochanek concludes
that Bangladesh remains a
highly traditional individualis-
tic and atomised society in
which weak, poorly organised,
fictionalised social [urccl con-
front an equally weak, poorly
or aniu:d ctionalised state,
Other learned writers have
also tackled this subject viz. Dr
M Kabir Hussain in his book
‘Banking and Finance in
Bangladesh.” Some of Prof
Muzaffar Ahmed's findings

mﬁl alﬁcpn: o

tors. who
were also th: large number of

stockholders, play no role in

mn%ur anlllunna] goal.

r:npite pressure f{rom

and support accorded by
donors, Private Commercial
Banks (PCB) have not been able
to create professional man-
a?:mtnt or stop deterioration
non-activation of whatever
ofessionalism is there in the
atlonalised Commercial
Banks (NCBs) because of influ-
ence peddling.

(iii) An investigation into
the cnu-:fl hﬂf deg:dtbﬂi:ktht
opinion na ers
lﬁnwcd that hcrni:“‘ﬁﬂingnc
o Fa cuu with d:lver:i::.l
belief thnt rd.'lud nny#t:tﬂaml
able in future were the most

E"._ﬂwmt causes of loan de-

(iv) There exists collusion
amongst groups in the banks
and borrowers, borrowers and
the government, banks and the

overnment; such neutrality
as been compromised in-

e e —

by K Z Islam

allocation to selected sectors
were reviewed
id) Provisioning for ade-

qﬁat.c ﬂmty capital for banks

il:l Banks were required to
make loan classification and
make providion for doubtful
and bad loans according to
period of bad loan limits were
set for insider
courts were to be ::Hah shed
for loan recovery.

(i The accounts were to be
upgraded by terisation.

hat then were the
achievements of the FSRP
(which ended on 30th June
1996 after four years of ex-
pensive efforts by dozens of
expatriate financial experts)?
Bu-lu of relaxed supervision
enitral Bank due to po-

Ilth:al muscle of large defaulit-

prove to be bad and r e
write off. | would ptrlmul]my

put this figure at fifty per cent.

!’urlhepm'pul:uith:llntk

the guantum is not as

tant as to the -
ment of the various players in
the anatomy of a loan default.

The Players
Directly or indi the
following parties have a role to

play in every single banking
transaction.
listed in order
as per my personal assess-
ment

(i) Banks (NCB, PCB. DFI)

(1I) Borrower (Private. Pub-
lic and the Government).

(ii1i) Bangladesh Bank
| ulator Monitor)

iv)] Ministry of Finance
(Regulator an

have been
involverment

Appointer of

—— e e ——

an Default: It Takes two to Tango

(b) Borrowers that have go

into genuine difficulties dut tu
economic, political and fiscal

ic) Fictitious and '‘benami’
borrowers who | would term as

rouge borrowers.

{d} Borrowings by the State

owned en
{EIBGTnﬂngubythtgm

ernment in the form of bonds
Bank

or treasury bills.

May be the
could make an attempt to
guantify the loanees in the cat-

mentioned above.

ifi) The
Undoubtedly, all
transactions and facilities de-
pend on bankclient relation-
ship. However. the

Bank does have a vital role to

play in their function to moni-
tor and regulate the banks.
The whole edifice
banking system depends on

AMMMWhncmwthcdcﬁwkerMbam Muhkmumhmgm
party, what about his partner in crime? The government is hounding the defaulters and correctly so —
but why is it letting their partners in crime scot-free? Behind every rogue borrower
is a rogue banker

creasing the risk of saver caus-
ing hurt to them

[v] The to t of
DFls and NC ] as PCBs
that Prof hhtmrd interacted

with basically gave the impres-
sion of adjusted decisions ac-
cording to pressures and dic-
tates with & concern for secu-
rity and advancement in ca-
reer.

Financial Sector Reform

Apart from the numerous
commentaries on our banking
system the most comprehen-
sive work has been done by the
Financial Sector Reform Pro-
&lmmt (FSRP) funded by the

orld Bank. The mnjur rtfmn
measures su

la) Centr m:wr awa
from direct cunlrul on credit
man ent to flexibly man-
lgcd ndirect monetary  con-

Ihl Move away from com-
prehensive system of controls
on the level and structure of
interest rates to limit cost of
bank credit and to make con-
trols flexible within limits and
to allow banks to compete and
respond to market forces,

¢) Intervention in credit
allocation through preferential
lending programme. margin
requirements and minimum

ers there does not seem to
have been any meaningful
achievement as neither owner-

ship reform nor regulatory re-

form has given the desired re-

sult largely because a systemn is
as good as the people who
matter.

In the backdrop of the
above scenario, the single most
important factor that emerges
is that IT TAKES TWO
TANGO. In other words with-
out exception there is an in-
volvement of at least two par-
ties In every single default.

The Quantum

Now let us review the bank
loan default figures in the ag-
gregate. It is very difficult to
gct accurate figures and statis-
tics from the Commercial
Banks and Bank as
these are all rouded in the
veils of banking secrecy. Vari-
ous figures are published In
the newspapers practically on
a dailly basis. From the March
1996 "Economic Trends” pub-
lished by Bahgladesh Hlnh it
appears that the total advances
is shown at Tk. 39 659 crore
(Tk. 10,777 crore to Public
Sector and Tk 28,881 crore to
Privdte Sector). There are
varying estimates of how much
of the advances will eventually

Senior Officials)

vl Bureaucratic and Politi-
cal Cronies.

(vi] The Bank Unions
{Coercion of Officials).

As per submission earlier
and as evident from interna-

tional experience. no loan
sanction can be envi ed
without the involvement at

least two of the above men.
tioned players with the bank
remaining constant Let us
briefly analyse the role of each
of the players.

i) Banks: As custodians
wi money they perforce play
the major role in the dis-
bursement of any loan Every
loan application is subject to
intensive appraisal at various
tiers of bank management be-
fore being placed to the Board
of Directors for final approval.
No doubt the NCBs. ngr
the DFls follow their stringent
mcdurtl for sanctioning

i) The Borrowers: The Bor-
rowers could broadly be classi-
fied in the following cate-
gories: -

(a) The Good and Credit
Worthy Borrowers who have
conformed strictly to the
terms of the loan and main-
tained their accounts to the
full satisfaction of the banks.

2

the strong and honest
tory function of a Central

iv) Ministry of Finance
(MOF): The role of MOF is
quite fundamental as it ap-

points the Boards, the Auditors

and all the senior executives
inchudi the Chief Executive
of the NCBs and DFlIs.It is re-
sponsible for promotions and
transfers of all the senior ex-
ecutives of NCBs and DFls. The
influence of MOF on the
segment of the banking sector
is obvious.

v) Bureaucratic and Political
Cromies: We now step into a
sordid and grey area of the
arena of the banking system.
An influential director of a PCB
can %euunn a decision by
the Board Similarly. some
crony of a senior bureaucrat or
a politician can influence a
loan sanction.

vi) The Bank Unioms: A
force, largely underestimated.

Bank:
banking

of the

is the power of the unions to
E;saurm the sanction of a

For Every Defaulter there
is a Counterpart Banker

It is' evident that eater
the force and undue
used in the sanction of a loan
ﬂltgl'ﬂlﬂ'ilﬂltﬂkl:ﬂhﬂﬂduf

above should be classified as a
D Dl D e
c his
irregular act. A deliberate bank
default is a crime and the de-
faulter should be . But
while iﬂhi is bg::njlhlng one
party, t a t ‘his partner
in crime? The nt is
hounding the defaulters and
EDI‘TEI:ﬂjF s0 — but why is it

ng their mi]mnt
scot-free? nd every rogue
borrower is a banker.

rogue

We rarely hear of a banker
being prosecuted for a loan
that went sour. And what abott
insider . Rehman Sob-
han's IND NT REVIEW
EFEHE_!-TAHGMDESH DEVELOP-
Survey reports 10 out

of 37 (27 per cent) and 9 out
of 31 (29 cent} of each of
the two long term loaneces
could not quite literally be
traced at the address listed
with the banks. One has to
conclude that these fictitious
loanees were manufactured by-

the bank officials. No al ac-
tions were less
said about Bank the

better. It stands as a monu-
ment to serene indifference.
The of this article is
not to propose a for
loan deéfault IthilnhTIdThem
done elaborately in FSRP) but

tumahca.nlrtemptlnnppur
tion blame in a fair and

r:inulnumu-rfﬂinau
solution is likely in nt:rfu-
ture. FSRP or no FSRP, the vil-
lains remain in the )
The writer is a past Presi

dent of the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of .

)PINION

The New Proposed Budget

and Car Prices
- Q Rumman Dastgir

—

—

Three fore-locking things are at play in the
metropolitan housing sector, the suggestion be-

My mother and | attended

more and more look-alike structures have
squeezed in. Then we have the high-rise apart-
ment buildings in the private sector put on the
commercial dice but many of them sadly unfea-
tured by uniformity of standards and accessibility
to a good market, park or playground, an
auditorium or a sprightly school facility. In the

third category fall the 4 to 6-storied buildings
raised all over Dhaka and its periphery by indi-
vidual and family initiatives based on HBFC loans
or support from banks at a high interest rate.
Many of these houses do not have any adequate
parking lot, nor are they in the proximity of a
good playground or a recreation centre.

The servicing areas have grown girdling the
residential enclaves but most haphazardly with a
substandard and slimy abandon to top it off giving
rise to urban slumming, the very scourge that was
sought to be staved off by a rapid expansion in the
built-up area in the first place. What an irony!.
Environmental degradation and anabated civic
criminalities followed as if in a chain reaction
to our intermittent failures to take control of
events.

It is time we reversed the order of happenings
in the metropolis and started living up to inter-
national standards of town placning. In most
world capitals, the logistics, amenities and facili- |
ties are first develuped nd then the new resi-
dential areas are alln::nw.a'ts':ciFi to grow in an egg-and-
chicken sequence. This approach has the merit
of averting what is now an insufferable overlap-
ping of houses, shops and assorted business en-
terprises.

Strategically, remdenﬂal zonings ought to form

an integral part of the new town planning exer-
cise we are looking forward to.

Now Protect Her

Farida Begum, a slum-dweller of Pallabi in the
city has reminded us of that superb womanly trait
whereby some of them had taken their endan-
gered child or a husband under their wings and
;’ecnrded rare feats in surviving with their fami-
ies

When a terrorist of an armed extortionist
group was about to pull the trigger of a pipe-gun
aimed at her recuperating husband Tofazzel,
Farida, 30, sprang forth snatching away the
weapon from him. What a gutsy woman she
must have been to do that: the group had by then
terrorised the whole family not -merely by
injuring Farida's sister and mother but also
by. reappearing on the scene after July 25 when
%&y had first assaulted her husband wounding

m.

~The local MP's award of Tk 1000 for the brave
woman is a token gesture needing badly to be
followed up by monetary support to aid her tan-
gibly in self-employment.

What, however, we are terribly anxiaus about is
how to save her from a retaliatory action by the
_goons. As it is, the second attack on the spot was
'In reaction to the filing of a case with the police
-after the 25th July attack by them. And it is also
worth that the local thana had not regis-
“tered the case pro either.

If the supposedly longarmuflawnuwfaﬂsto
protéct Farida, we might well be denied of the
rare flickers of resistive powers in our folks that
| so much enrich our life. '

el

~ meant to be for the 'holy

many, ignored by some, while
none was critical or opposed
to it. In my opinion such a
workshop is not unimportant,
given the seriousness of the
problem. if and when the
cross-section of people are
represented in such a work-
shep. But, the primne minister's
initiative was so confined and
effortless that it looked like a
DUCSU sponsored seminar in
a nationtal auditorium in the
name of national consensus.

It is heartening to note that
there were some people, one
of whom grew up profession-
ally right in the heart of the
problem and traversed the
root through one of the law
enforcing agencies and held
important offices of the
Republic, finally holding the
rank of a Secretary. He was
one of the right persons to
discuss the matter either with
genuine frankness or con-
cealed hypocrisy to create a
smoke-screen for the rulin
class. Unfortunately for the rul-
ing circle, this person chose to
be righteous and fearless. He
initiated the discussion on a
ve‘H[ sensitive matter, i.e. the
making of the ruling machin-
ery. He pointed out to the mis-
use of funds by all those who
call thcmﬁ:lv:s the law makers
of the country, the custodians,
who have achieved the right to
sit in the most coveted build-
ing of the nation. He referred
to the dishonesty while they
were submitting the accounts
to the Election Comunission
showing that he or she did not
spend ond Tk 3 lakh, the
ceiling set for individual ex-
]:lr]cndlture in general election

the country. The justness of
the I:I'itl.':l'lﬂl'l inspired him to
call the entire body of the
Fuardlan angels as national
jars'. To my mind, he deserves
thanks not unly from me, but
also from the entire nation.

But, what happened to him
was just contrary to that. He
was ed. bullied and cowed
into unconditional apolo t‘?
the entire band of the nﬁ,cn
ers. When we see such a thi
happening to the truthful an
the righteous, we have no
doubt that the workshops are
ones'
only. So much for the national
COnsensus.

The whole episode was an

act of 'terrorism and violence' -

against the outspoken citizen,
who had the right to say what
he believed in. is is a denial
of basic rights and hence the

‘violation of human rights.

A K M Morshed
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Whither justice ?

Sir, The two letters which
were published on July 25,
'96, under the hcnding ‘Jail
hreakeru and 'Imprisonment
‘and release of H Ershad' in

ynur uteemed newspaper
very wise observa-

Yo, 1n fact 1t b just hit the nail'

on the head.

We see that in the one
hand, the government has set
on a massive hunt for the 13
criminals who escaped from
prison, and offered cash re-
wards if anyone could inform
the police about their where-

offence. They had been wel-
comed back. We are appalled
by this contrast. We urge the
E;:::ernment not to be so blind,

people will lose faith in it if
t plays a dual role. To whom
people will turn for justice if
injustice stares back at them?

Nur Jahan
1390, Fast.

Chittagong
F ; a ; y
force

Sir, Following the installa-
tion of a democratic and wel-
fare government, the Bangla-
dcshedpuiic: perhaps have
start with a fresh zeal
towards establishing a crime-
free Bangladesh. thereby en-
suring public security. Even on
dealing with campus distur-
bances, the police personnel
now seem to be playing a
meani 1 role in resolving
crisis ugh mediating dia-
logue between the parties. In
some recent incidents on our
campus, we have witnessed
the OC and other police per-
sonnel of the Tajga:}n police
station performing such roles.
This is indeed very much ap-
preciable.

Police are said to be the
friends of people and if they
work independently and effec-
tively, the crime-rate in the
society should come down and
people can lead their daily life

cefully without any fear of
B::hnlg disturbed by the crimi-
nals.

Meanwhile. our police de-
partment should be mod-
ernised. This organisation

Nasirabad,

" should be provided with mod-

ern equipment. As far as my
personal knowledge goes,
there are some _active and
efficient personnel in the CID,
SB and DB but more well-
trained personnel are required
to increase credibility of these
departments. For this, training

facilities at home have to be

developed.

Here I would like to make
another suggestion, i.e. a
'university police force' should
be formed with selected and

uallﬂud lice personnel for
er campus security.

: We Bim:ere:ly ope that the
police department in collabo-
ration with other relevant or-
sations will soon achieve

e target fixed by the gov-
ernment to banish crime and
terrorism from our society.

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, Bangladesh Agri-
cultural Insﬂmm Dhaka 1207

"MPs' miﬁntaﬁm .
Sir, We congratulate our
newly elected Leader of the

House and Prime Minister .

Sheikh Hasina on inaugurating
for the. first time im our par-
liamentary history an orienta-
tion course for the newly
elected Members of Parlia-
ment of the bench.
w10 met ooy Bk Ga1r ety
would not our
elected MPs to know, follow
and maintain various rules Iﬂd
regulations, l}m and proc
dure, manners cﬂquﬂt:.
code of conduct, functions and

‘of the parliament

Leader of the Opposition Be-
Khaleda Zia also to con-
such an orientation cour-

se for the op members
to get
themselves acquainted with
norms and workings of the
parliament.

We feel that the period of
much-needed orientation
course is too short. This may
be extended to a minimum
four days and may be held reg-
ularly after each session of par-
liament for a period of two

We would also like to sug-
est here that the MPs may
ndly grant regular interviews

to the members of the public
at a fixed time for one or two
hours daily ar at least two days
a week on every Friday and
Sunday. This would help
maintain good and smooth un-
derstanding and goodwill
among the members of the
public, voters and the elected

representatives of the people.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street, Dhaka-1203

Tree plantation
Sir, The agricultural min-
istry continues to encourage
tree plantation nationwide
through advertisements and
exhibitions. Unfortunately, I
was totally disa ted to see
the plun of seasonal fruits
like mango, guava, lemon,
olive, pomegranate, plums etc,
by }rnungat:rs of the age group
10 to 20 years or so in pres-
ence of uwm:ru of those fruit
bearing trees at Eskaton-
Moghbazar area.
ose owners were defi-
nitely encouraged to plant
trees in their small com-
pounds but they are totally de-
rived of enjoying those fruits
use of such vandalism or
extortion or plundering pub-
licly in broad daylight.
ainst this backdrop I am
totally frightened to observe
such activity though these are
minor crimes and no cog-
nizance is possible under the
existing situation in the coun-
try. Thus my neighbour is de-
termined to fell those trees as
it may lead to fracas, even
bloodshed and so on. Let the
authority conceive some plans
so that humble citizens are not
discouraged to plant trees in
view of probable quarrel with

neighbours and unwanted
others.

Ahmedul Alam
14, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka.

Human rights
violations

Sir, We are Dutch members
of Amnesty International and
were shoc and angry when
lovignt informed about the fol-

ng incident.

On 31 January 1996, about
700 law enforcement person-

nel incl Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) and ice, raided the
Jagannath Hall, a Dhaka Uni-

versity hall of residence hous-

students from religious
minorities. They smashed
doors and windows, fired tear-

visitors, were injured.

The raid lasted three hours.
More than 40 rooms were ran-
sacked. About 200 students
were injured, of which 37 re-
celved hospital treatment. One
of them said he was held by
the security personnel while
police aiming at him fired a
shot in his leg.

The raid occurred a day be-
fore the then Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's planned
visit to inaugurate a book fair at
the Bangla Academy adjacent

gﬂﬂ:a would go up in the new
t. and so we were quite
D})prchenslve at the prospect
a lot more for our

orolla after the new bud-

get was announced. Conse-
guently on Jul g 28th we lis-
tened to the Finance Minis-

the of the B
ing that these are tying us hand and foot without . = — LiT P Paru.ﬁﬂ 5:; 2:. same "ﬁ-ﬁ'm joct t:r]
any freedom of action kept for the future. The Law and order abouts. while on the other, it is duties, discipline, law and as into the rooms and corri- | Other day with great amxiety per cent to 45 per cent which|
government housing complexes, previously stan- entertaining two persons. H M order in the parliament but it ors, beat the students | 2nd many trepidations — we means that car prices would ge
dardised to k minimum breathing spaces be- Ershad who had been serving would also help us grow and severely. took away students' | Nad been wanting to buy a car down by 5 per cent keeping
ALQISEIE 19 Xeeb u ng sp Sir. The prime minister's Prison sentence for quite a ﬁlve our nascent parliamentary ssions and detained arbi- | for the past month and not mind that, to the best of my
tween buildings, in addition to provisions for a initiative to hold a workshop Ri:}mh:r of offences, and emocracy an institutional rarily 95 ple or more. Al- W$cﬁ1 ?ﬁt;u l:]:td ﬂl:l' kﬂﬂ:il;dle, all cars i;;_ the
_ on the law and order problem Maruzzaman Babu who had ~ : most all of the detainees, sev- s - country are imported. if you
playground or a park, are now sardine-packed as . D e e PEOy by 10 flee the country for a grave We would request our eral of them were non-student | formed us that automobile added the 4 per cent increase

in VAT and the 5 per
decrease in import taxes,

there should be-a net
lﬂ%mvzlpﬂm..

am listing below a ‘before and

. after’ scenario as H:n
ited k e

to Dhaka University campus.
Several student groups had re-
peatedly oppo the visit.
Local human rights groups
in Bangladesh have strongl
maintained that the J
Hall icident was a calculated
move to attack and arrest a
vulnerable group in the stu-
dent community in order to
intimidate other opposition
students. It was said that the
students of the religious mi-
nority group were supporting
the opposition party, the
‘Awarni e,

We all knew that unarmed
student organisations as well
as Bangladeshi human rights
groups have continually ed
upon the government and op-
position parties to disarm
their affiliated grou
create a non-violent atmo-
sphere on campuses,

The last detained rson
was released on the 20th of

ril, more than two months

er the incident. All the eve-
nts concerning the incident
are violating the human rights
and unacceptable. Therefore
we and Amnesty International
are urging the government to
investigate the incident and
bring to justice those found'
responsible for the human
rights violations that occurred.

In our letter to the govern-
ment we urge to take action

ta,p—
e dropping pulitmall]r moti-

vated charges ainst

former prisoners u con-

science: .
¢« acting decisively against the

police and paramilitary per-

sonnel who committed tor-

ture and illtreatment;

* bringing the human rights
violators to justice; |

* strengthening the respect
for law;

* improving police traini

* bri %E: al safegua::l:llsg' in
line wit intcrnatiuna] stan:«

dards on torture (article 35

in the Bangladesh Constitu-

tion};
* ratifying international trea-
ties relating to torture.

The people of Bangladesh
should be informed that the
things that occurred at the Ja-

nnath Hall are violations of

uman rights and unacceptable
by the international laws on
human rights. Hopefully the

vernment will take the ac-
lons that are touched above
and make it known that an
repetition of such incident
not be tolerated.

Desiree Rm.nlngr

Kris

2614 De{ﬂ

and

Mark

Dﬂ;nb Eemm 2
Netherlands

and help

htandqﬂghnfmltd
As | saw it as an amateur

the budget s
having look
bu
of e second Pnrt of
F!nanc: Minister's s

not
at the actual

the

which on the face of it would
mean car buyers like us paying
4 per cent more for our
vehicles as per Article 40.

BIRDEM is a non-govern-
ment charity organisation with
a good reputation. It is the only
hospital in the country where
people get the treatment for
diabetic disease at a lower or
even free of cost without
harassment. The discipline
and the cleanliness of the hos-
pital is also notable. We are
grateful to Dr Ibrahim for the
sacrifice he made and the care
he took to establish this hospi-
tal.

We, the people, who are
either diabetic patients or have
diabetic patients in the family
do not wish to see any contrac-
tion in the services of this
hospital. We are very much
the few days that took place in
the BIRDEM. Mr Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir, who helped to
end the crisis within a short
time formed a committee
(without proper consultation
with the BIRDEM Council) to
review the situation. I under-
stand that Honourable Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is very
keen to solve the problem of
BIRDEM and so she had sent
Mr Al there. But I cannot
understand why Mr Alamgir
formed the coammittee and
terms of reference of the
committee without &Bger
consultation with the B M
Council. As re ed in news-
paper, Dr Fasih Uddin Mahtab
said in the press conference: "l
might not come to office from
tomorrow.” From this state-
ment can we not come to the
conclusion that he was not
happy with the decision of Mr
Alamgir? We feel in an u'rﬁuu
sation like BIRDEM, ere
quality service should be the

topmost priority, the manage-
ment should have a sound con-

anl over its employees to en-

the end of the speech we

economist judging Eu.rcly from

bill itself, in Article 43

h he

proposed i sition of VAT on
the sales u‘ansactimpu ons of cars —

ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kk ok kR Rk R R R R RN R

BIRDEM Affair

worried about the incidents of

# Item Description
1995-96 1996-97

1. Import Tax 50% 45%

2. Supplementary Duty 15% 15%

3. Advanced Income 9% 5%
|~ Taxand LC Charges

4 VAT 15% 15%

5. - Vat on Sales 0% 4%

Transactions
Total Tariff on Cars 85% 84%

s This of course is a very
ter's speech very carefully. At

simplistic way of putti

thmlnbutthe#ntdp -
seems to be correct — nlm
to me {of course as an amateur
I fully reserve the right to be
wrong). So [ feel car buyers
like myself should not heed

essure and cks from

ullying car dealers — car

Enﬂ are not ng up. at
t they have as yet.

As for my mother and me,
propose to resume car
lh with renewed zeal

and replenished vigour. Thank
wou, Mr Kibria.

sure its smooth operation to
fulfil the objectives of Dr
Ibrahim. Surely, | do not want
to say that the employer would
be rude over the employees,
but in no way the employees
should be allowed or should
allow themselves to go beyond
control which is very harmful
in the way of providing quality
services to the diabetic pa-
tients.

We also do n':.‘:rt like to see
any political atmosphere in
the BIRDEM. If the agitators of
BIRDEM hang the portrait of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

man due to their feelings
for the at leader, then I
have no to say about this.
As we see m the news that
the issue df hanging Banga-
bandhu's portrait was never
raised during the strike. But
the agitators complained to
the Secretary to the Prime
Minister that they were not
allowed to the portrait of
Bangabandhu the BIRDEM
authority. Though the issue
was raised o when Mr
Alamgir came to the BIR-
DEM . So, we can come to the
conclusion that the agitating
em[:]n 5 pﬂ:fd .lthe iu:#: tt;
capit tic ain
wlI;: not dnﬂrlhl\!: . {

However, we hope that
BIRDEM will be able to
form its duty with its old

ous utation in the cummﬁ
¢ Management wi

days.
create a relationship with
the em and the em-
ployees will also try their ut-

their re-

most to dischar
e also

w\mduuu
t the l'ﬂlﬂh-
.ndhelpt}un tlltmnh

run smoothly lntu'g:

ernment or pnhucll
_

ence.




