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NEWS BRIEFS

Old man chopped to
death in Jhenidah
JHENIDAH, Aug 3 . An old
man was cl’mpﬁed to death by
miscreants at his Noapara vil
?c heme in bhd:ld.kupd thana
the district early today Po
lice said some eight miscre
ants attacked Ali Ahmed 70
at midnight while he was
ing at the varandah of his
house and chopped him to
death. Police recovered ihe
body this morning and sent i
toe Jhenidah Sadar Hospital

morgue lor aulopsy. reportis
UNB

Fake HSC examinee
arrested in city
A special uad of detective
E:kl::t yesterday arrested a
HSC examinee from the
Mohammadpur Central College
centre. in the city. Jane Alam
28 was appearing in the on
gn ASC cxamination under
Board on behalfl of one
Abdur Rahman, an examinee
from Mirpur Bangla College
On interrogation, Alam con
fessed to police that he is a
third year student of Political
Science De t at Jagan
nath University. said a DMF
press release, reports LUNB

2 children drown

COMILLA. Aug 3. Two chil-
dren. Monir Hossian, 4. and
Salcha. 5. drowned in a pond
at Captan Bazar in Comilla
town today

Earlier. the victims were
seen playing near the pond
close to their home eyewil
nesses said

The bodies were recovered
after two hours

11 schoolgirls
killed in Iran

TEHRAN, Aug 3. Eleven
high schooigiris were killed
and 59 others seriously injured
when two buses collided head
on In eastern Iran, the news

3!‘“3?5“”!" reported today.
Says

Kibria, Saifur debate over state of economy

The Jativa Sangsad EJS] yes-
terday, unanimously passed the
Tk 2,965 crore 10 ?; h and 63
thousand supplementary bud-
F, et for fiscal 1995-1996. fol-
owing a lively debate between
Finance Minister S A M S Kib-
ria and his predecessor M Sai-
fur Rahman over the present
state of the national economy.

Of the supplementar
grants. Tk 2.715 crore 17 1
and 19 thousand are on rev-
enue heads and the rest on de-
velopment accounts.

Iﬂbria introduced the Con-
solidated Fund [Sugplem&ntar}r
Grants and Appropriation) Bill
1996, in the House after a
three-day general dlscussmns
on the supplementary bud

Opposition BNP mem
moved some 62 cut mntiuns‘
but Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury used his discre-

By Staff Correspondent

tionary power 1o guillotine
those to save time.

Earlier, Kibria and Saifur.
who was finance minister in
the Khaleda Zia administration
engaged in a debate over the
national economy. Both of
them, however, agreed that a
consensus between the Trea-
sury and the Opposition

benches on various national is- |

sues was imperative for socio-
political and economic ad-
vancement.

Contesting Kibria's con-
tention that the government of
Sheikh Hasina has inherited a
“fragile economy,” Saifur ar-

d that the government of
Khaleda Zia had given a sound
footing to the economy.

In his concluding speech,
Kibria, however. defended his
earlier remark saying: "l still
maintain that we have inher-

Supplementary budget
passed in Parliament

ited a fragile economy."

Both of them put forward
statistics to substantiate their
respective views,

The foreign exchange re-
serve, which was 750 million
dollars when the BNP took
over five years back, was over 2
billion dollars when it left in
March this year, said Saifur.

The former finance minis-
ter said the investment-GDP
ratio, the tax-GDP ratio and
the national savings increased
in last five years, giving the
national economy a strong
footing reducing dependency
on foreign aid.

He mentioned the liberali-
sation programmes and said
the stockmarket had grown
tremendously in last five years.
The market capitalisation
which was only 25 million dol-

See Page 12 Col 4

'

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that her
government ﬁad given top pri-
ority to poverty alleviation
through spread of education
and downsizing the population
growth, reports BSS.

"We are looking forward to
assistance from the World
Bank in this regard.” she said
when Ms Mieko Nishimizo, di-
rector of the Bank's South
Asia region. called on her at
her office.

Chief of the World Bank
Resident Mission in Bangla-
desh Pierre Landell Mills, ERD
Secretary Dr Mashiur Rahman
and Secretary to the Prime
Minister Dr Mahiuddin Khan
Alamgir were also present on
the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina said, educa-
tion is necess as well as re

duction of population growth is
vital for ndding the nauon ol
the choteffof poverty. =
She also rejerred to the
World Bank assisted Food for

Work rogramme in
Bangladesh and stressed the
need for its expansion in the

greater interest of the

The Prime Minister also re-
ferred to several problems
identified by Ms Mieko
Nishimizo in various sectors in
Bangladesh and said her gov

| ernment was taking steps to

remove bottlenecks for their
solution

PM seeks WB aid for
poverty alleviation

"Things cannot be done
overnight and it will take time
for us as we have inherited a
legacy of the last 2] years." she
said.

Speaking about the power
sector, the Prime Minister
said her government was ac-
tively considering for increas-
ing the power pgeneration in
the interest of the national
economy. 'The last govern-
ment did not try to increase
even one megawatt of power in

the country.” she said.
Sheikh Hasina referred to
her recent meeting with

labour leaders and said her
government was working on
reducing system loss in the
power seclor.

Tk 7037.62 crore
advance grant
for '96-97 okayed

Parliament yesterday ap-
proved advance grant to tﬁ
lune of Tk 7,037 crore 62 lakh
and one thousand. earlier al-
lowed by a Presidential Ordi-
nance, lor fiscal 1996-97. re-
ports UNB

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria introduced the Con
solidated Fund (Grant in Ad-
vance and Appropriation) Bill,
1996, seeking approval of the

See Page 12 Col 7

Rival transport
workers clash in
Barisal : 20 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 3: The road
communication between
Barisal and other districts and
places, including Dhaka, was
disrupted today fnlluwin
clashes between rival groups o
transport workers that left
some 20 people injured.

The disruption in road
communication came following
a series of clashes between the
Barisal District Road Transpori
Workers Union and the Barisal
District Auto-rickshaw and
Tempoo Drivers Union.

According to hospital
sources, some 20 persons
were injured. 2 of them seri-
ously. during the clashes. Ma-
ibar Rahman Sarwar. a former

P, and president of the
Barisal district road transport

.workers umion was an -

injured The other injure
Hira, 20. Bipiob, 22. {brahmm.
24  Altal. 40, and Chottu 18 —
were admitted to the Barisal
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College
Hospital

At least 5 buses and 3 auto-
rickshaws dntt tempoos were
damaged. The office of the

| Barisal district auto-rickshaw

and auto tempoo drivers union

| was ransacked. A case was filed

| with

Kotwall in this

connection

police

A SPECTACULAR ARRAY: The Spanish Olympic rhythmic mn;simﬁ team ‘taught in
the hoops during the final of the group competition at the Georgia University Coliseum on

August 2

ATLANTA. Aug 3: While
Amertica waited 1 y to see if
Carl Lewis would ence again
defy all odds and go for a
record 10th goid al. Ger
many took four Olympic titles
before midday to leap into
third place in the medals
table, reports Reuter

Away from the penuiltimate
day of competition, Atlanta was
burying the woman killed in a
bomb attack one week ago
which will scar the memory of
these Games

Nine titles were up flor
ﬁrlhl in the climax of the ath

tics competition. But the fo

AFP/UNB photo

Lewis' quest for 10th gold
hangs in the balance

cus, not for the first time in
the last four Olympics, was
"King Carl” Lewis

Since he unexpectedly won

the long jump to equal Finn
Paavo Nurmi's record nine
Olympic golds. the pressure

has been on US relay coach
Erv Hunt to slip Lewis into the
4x100 metres relay at the last
minute to give him a crack at
an historic 10th

Hunt was keeping up the
suspense until the last possible
minute. He said if all his four

preferred runners were fil
there would be no place for

See Page 12 Col |
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Flood situation is still unchanged in low-lying areas of the city. The phﬂtﬂ was taken from Mugdapara area yester-

day.

Flood engulfs fresh areas
in greater Barisal

BARISAL, Aug 3: The overall
flood situation in Barisal. Patu-
akhali. Bhola, Pirojpur and
Barguna districts further dete-
riorated during the last 24
hours.

In Hizla. Mehendiganj.
Agailjhara. Gournadi and
Babuganj thanas of Barisal,
more than five thousand acres
-of cropland have gone under
waler with nearly three hun-
dred lamilies homeless. New
areas in these thanas are still
being inundated everyday.

According to official
sources, nearly 40 thousand
people in Barisal district were
affﬂ:ltd by floods during the

sl 4

Libuted i the allecied areas.
In Patuakhali. the flood sit-
Sadar and
Mirjaganj thana areas re-
mained unchanged. The peo-
Flt of 14 unions are badly af-
ected. Nearly one hundred

| families have been marooned

there. According to the local
people, no reliefl goods has

' reached the area.

 Aug 3

Several hundred acres of
cropland and more than 3
hundred houses have been

Enver Pasha's
remains flown
to Turkey

ISTANBUL. Aug 3: The re
mains of Turkish national hero
Enver Pasha were flown to Is
tanbul from Tajlkistan today
74 years alter he was killed
there In a lasl stand against
Bolshevik troops

"The plane arrived with his
bod around 1 pm (1000
GMT) at the military terminal
a spokesman at Istanbul s
Ataturk Airport told Reuters

He said a small military
ceremony was held for the ar
rival ahead of an official re-
burial ceremony to be attended
by Turkish President Suleyman
Demirel on Sunday. the an-
niversary ol Enver's death.

Enver Pasha died aged 41|
inn a hail of machine gun bullets
as he led Muslim guerillas
against Soviet forces in Central
Asia. He was buried by a local
mullah in an unmarked grave

Enver, known by the title
‘Pasha’ or general. was one of
the rulms}; iriumvirate —
known as the Young Turks be-
cause of their new political
ideas — which took the Ot-
toman empire into World War
One on the side of Germany in
1914

He fled Turkey in a German
!rL.ItHILHr]IlE Mear l'hf' Wdar s -l‘_']'h‘,!
in 1918 and later arrived in
Central Asia via Berlin and
Moscow alter promising Soviel
state founder Vladimir Leunin
he would help spread commu

See Page 12 Col 3

From Staff Correspondent

submerged in Nazirpur,
Swarupkathi, Mathbaria and
Sadar thanas of Pirojpur dis-
trict. A large portion of an em-
bankment at Telikhali has
been washed away. The local
people say, relief has

reached the affected areas.

In Bhola district. the worst
affected areas are sadar and
Daulatkhan thanas. Nearly 12
thousand people of these areas

Vast areas of
Anawara,
Sandwip islands

have been affected. The DC of
Bhola has visited the affected
areas.

In Barguna district, the
worst affected areas are the
town area and six unions of
Patharghata thana. Sher-e-

anlf]a Road. Bangabandhu

and Bazar Road have been

inundated by about 2 feet of
water.

In Jhalakathi sadar thana,
the flood situation is improving
with the recession of water
from the affected areas.

UNB adds: The flood situa-
tion in and around Dhaka and
Narayanganj is likely to im-
R::ve further in the next 24

— Star photo

Trader beaten to
death in N'Ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 3: A
trader was beaten to death al-
legedly by some of his business
rivals at Ramnagar under Ban-
dar thana here this morning.

According to police and
hospital sources Hossain
Miah, 60, had an altercation
with some of his fellow traders
and at one stage, one of them
hit his head with a hammer.
Hossain died while being taken
to the Narayanganj Sadar hos-
pital in a critical condition.

Hossain dealt in cut piece
garment fabrics in Ramnagar
area. Three persons including
a woman were arrested after
the killing. They are Abdul
Malek. Panaullah and Ayesha
Begum.

A case was lodged with
Bandar thana in this connec-
tion.

Housewife succumbs

rs while the situation i
‘ifundated ““‘i-l“ fﬂnﬂw " to bullet imjuries

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. 3: Vast
areas of Anawara and Sandwip
islands were inundated by tidal
water from the Bay of Bcngal
aﬂctting over 10. 050

{% them, 7.000 pcnplf
wrre aftected in Anawara
where over 3 000 villagers
were rendered homeless, the
officials said.

See Page 12 Col 7

Information Centre bulletin
said in its next 24 hours' wamn-
Ing.

In the Brahmaputra basin,
the Turag recorded further fall
by 4 cm each at Mirpur and
Tongi and the river was flow-
ing only 1 cm above its danger
mark at Mirpur during the last
24 hours.

The rivers including the
Brahmaputra, the Teesta, the

See Page 12 Col 3

Siraj Miah's family seeks
justice, compensation

By Staff Correspondent

Relatives of Syed Siraj Miah,
a Bangladesh born British citi-
zen, who was allegedly beaten
to death at the Zia Interna
tional Airport (ZIA) in May last,
have urged the government to
ensure proper investigation
into the incident and deman
ded compensation

Syeda Samsia Begum, wi
dow ol Siraj, addressing a
crowded press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday
also urged the government to
lake sleps (0 stop recurrence
of such incidents "l have come
all the way from Sunderland,
lo seek |ustice " she said. The
name of the victim was earlier
published as Suruj Miah. The
name was corrected as Siraj
Miah by his widow An ob-
server group lrom Britain (n-
cluding Barrister Emily Thorn-
berry now visiting Bangladesh
in connection with the inci-
dent was also present at the
press conference

Emily Theornberry who
represents the [amily of Siraj,
in the case, told newsmen that
she has already met high offi-
cials in Britain and Bangladesh
All of them have assured that
justice would be done. ™ she
said

The wile of Siraj is con-
vinced that her husband was
murdered by the customs offi-
cials,” Emily asserted

Siraj. 35, had been living in
Sunderland, Britain for the last
20 years. He arrived at the ZIA
by a KLM flight on May 9 on
his way to Sylhet to take back
his wite and five children holi-
daying there, He was allegedly
beaten up at the ZIA by a group
of customs officials. He died at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital on the same day.

However, there were con-
tradictory reports on how the
victims got into such a trouble
on his arrival, Some reports
suggestied that he had made
indecen! remarks about a fe-
male customs personnel while
some other reports said that
the customs officials had de-
manded bribe but Siraj refused

to pay.

"Siraj Miah was a highly
successful businessman in
Britain. He was a father of five
children aged between 18
months to 15 years,” Barrister
Emily said requesting all con-
cerned to refrain from sugges-
ting that Siraj was drunk at the
time of the incident which led
to his death.

"There has been a disinfor
mation campaign which emer-
ged with contradictory reports
and it is indeed too much to
bear for a family who lost a
dear one." she said

She alleged that for long

See Page 12 Col 3

By DMC Corremdmt

A housewife, who was al-
legedly shot by her brother-in-
law in their house at Gandaria
in the city on July 23, died at
the Suhrawardy Hospital yes-
terday.

Mother of a minor girl,
Tahmina Akhter Popy, 29, who
sustained fatal bullet injuries in
her chest and hand was first
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

Later. she was shifted 1o the
Suhrawardy Hospital.
Tahmina, wile of one Kazi
Abdul Jalil Titu of Satish
Sarker Road in Gandaria under
Sutrapur thana, was shot by
her brother-in-law, Ekram
Hossain, at about 7:30 on J
23 following a family feud,
hospital sources said quoting
relatives.

Meanwhile, Ekram has gone
into hiding after the incident,
police said. A case under Sec-
tion 326 and 307 was lodged.

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy. Po-
lice said they were investigat-

ing the matter,

JP nominations
for by-elections

The Jatiya Party (JP) has
nominated 15 candidates for
the coming by-elections in the
Jatiya Sangsad. according to a
press release, reports

The list of the candidates is
as follows : Ali Ashraf Chowd-
hury — Chntaung 1, Mridul
Gu}u Chi — 13, Abdul
Hye Bachuc erhgat-1,
Col (retd) Zafur mam Bir
Bikram Laximpur - 2, Dewan
Golam Mahbub - Shariatpur-1,
Advocate Lutfor Rahman - Sira-

jganﬁ 1. M A Hannan - Sylhet-
4 rs Tasmima Hossain

Pirojpur-2, Mohammad Ali -
Rangpur-2. Shah Alam - Rang
pur-5. Noor Mohammad Man-
dal Rangpur-6, Mozammel
Hossain - Kurigram-3, Aminul

Islam Pintoo Bogra - 7. Binoy
Krishna - Khulna | and Naziur
Rahman Manju Bhola-3.

Fresh violence erupts
in West Bank town

TULKAREM. West Bank
Palestinian security
lorces used live ammunition
and tear gas to disperse stone
throwing demonstrators a day
after violent clashes left one
resident dead and a dozen In
jured, witnesses said today
reports AP |
Five children suffered from

\ smoke inhalation in the over

night scuffles

A protest
lorce today in the Wesi
town of Tulkarem
almosphere was
calm

Police arrested dozens ol
suspected activists ol the mili-

sirike was In
Bank
where the
tense bul

tant Islamic group Hamas after
Yasser Arafat's security forces
opened fire yesterday on
demonstrators who stormed a
jail, killing one of the pro-
lesters

Several others were
wounded and about 60 prison-
ers escaped during the melee
By Saturday moming. all in-
mates were back In custody
but were moved to other pris
ons, security officials and
Hamas activists said

A statement I[rom 1the
Palestinian Authority blamed
the killing of Ibrahim Hadail
deh, 44. on Hamas.
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Canoeist makes a profit

Victor Partnoi of Romania didn't
win a medal Saturday in the 1,000-
meter canoe finals, but he will be
going home with a
who finished sixth in the final,
a cardboard box behind the

profit. Partnoi,

spectator stands and sold his own Olympic souvenirs.
He brought hand-carved miniature kayaks and canoes

complete with

paddles and the block canoeists use to
rest their kness while racing. Through a translator,
Partnoi estimated he has sold US dollars 1,000 worth of
the boats. Each boat, carved from mahogany, took him
about three days to complete.




