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10 civilians killedin | '"Pakistan would never yleld to Chnstopher for keeping

113 ing: LTTE straints arms sal
g Ay e int'l pressure to sign CTBT' ™ toa’f;ﬁn‘mAmeﬁca s

ug}uratlltu claimed Friday that
10 civilians were killed 11«

i il

permitied to travel to the re
r.i.lili J.lld ..l“ l-l:lll,lllllllll'l.'dl'lllll
inks have broken down due to

government offtensive to cap-
ture a northern town that is
the rebel headquarters. but the
military denied the allegation
reports AP,

The Delence Ministry said
government troops had only
aimed at “selected targets in
retaliation to Tamil Tiger mor
tar attack during the last one
week.

"For the last seven days, the
Sri Lankan armed forces. .. have
unleashed day and night ar-
tillery shelling on the heavily
pnpulalrd Kilinochchi dis-
trict.” a rebel statement faxed
by its Londoun office said.

The rebels claimed that 10
civilians were killed and 30
were wounded in the shelling
on Tuesday They said two

warplanes had also fired rock-
ets on civilians who had taken
refuge in the jungles ol
Puthukudiyirupu. but there
were no casualties as the rock-
ets went astray

There was no independent
confirmation of the rebel re
port since journalists are not

the fighting .

On Wednesday, the Red
Cross fjuined over 100 000
civililans to fled Kilinochehi
275 kilometres (171 miles)
north of Colombo alter a mas
sive buildup by Sri Lankan
forces nearby

The live expatriates of the
International Committee of the
Red Cross who had been oper

ating 1n Kilinochchi moved
their office Wednesday to
Mallavi, a town about 30 kilo-
metres (18 miles)] to the
southwest,

The ICRC is the last relief
agency to withdraw [rom

Kilinochichi after the military
began moving tanks, armour
and infantry toward the town

last Friday

The army says it plans to
apture Kilinochchi., where
Tahiil rebels relocated alter

the [all of their stronghaold in
Jafina City in December

The army has advanced to
within six kKilometres (4 miles)
ol kilinochchi Irom the Ele
phant Pass base

ISLAMABAD, Aug 2. Prime
Milister Benazir Bhutto reiter
ated on "Ihur*-.qjdly her country's
refusal to sign the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty unless
archenemy India also sign, re
puris AF

'If a solution to the nuclear
issue has 0 be found, it would
have to be mutual and re-
gional.” Benazir said in a
statement carried on the offi-
cial Pakistani news agency

She sald Pakistan would
never yield to international
pressure to sign the test ban

Urﬂw
‘We will sign only with In-
dia signing it as well,” she said

Troubled neighbours India
and Pakistan have fought three
wars since they gained inde-
pendence from British rule in
1947 Both are suspected of
having the capability to build
nuclear weapons

India. which set off a nu-
clear explosion in 1974 wants
the treaty to include a com-
mitmerit from the f[ive de
clared nuclear powers to get

rid of their nuclear arsenals

The [ive include the United
States, Britain. France Russia
and China.

Differences over the nuclear
isste in South Asia could jeop-
ardise the test ban treaty, say
officials attending the
tion Conieyence on Disarma
ment in Geneva.

United States intelligence
reports earlier set off alarms
when they indicated India may
be preparing for a second nu-
clear test. Pakistan. likewise.
was suspected of preparing a
retaliatory test

Both denied the reports

Meanwhile, China and Pak
istan insisted Thursday that
any treaty to ban test explo
sions of nuclear weapons must
keep on-site inspections to an
absolute minimum,

"The Chinese delegation
cannot agree to allow easy in-
spections in its country by iIn-
specliors coming and geoing
Ilﬁ international tourists,

(-
Ambassador Sha Zukang said at
the 61-nation Conference on

[sarmamernt

John Holum., the lop US
disarmament official, urged all
members of the conference to
adopt a pending r;.nm[,- romise
trealy as the best possible solu
tion for all Quick approval will
get the treaty to New York in

time for signing next month
he said
Holum urged the three

main holdouts — China Pak
istan and India —to realise that
each member of the confer
enice has had to make major
sacrifices in the compromise

China is the only one of the
five declared nuclear weapons
counitries that has yel (o ac
cept the accord The others
Britain France. Russia and the
United States — have all said
they will go along even though
it means giving up important
positions

The compromise text also
sees as essential adherence by
three other countries — India.
Pakistan and Israel the
threshold powers regarded

as capable ol producing atom

bombs But of these. only Israel
nas declared acceptance

Archrivals India and Pak
1statl have raised a number of
cemnands

Many of Pakistan s concerns
mrror China s, especially in
the desire to keep a tight rein
on inspectors

On site inspections must
be a rare and exceptional oc-
currence,. said Pakistani Am-
bassador Munir Akram

India also wants the treaty
to ban non-explosive nuclear
lests. such as laboratery exper
nments. and refuses to accept a
treaty that requires India s rat
ification to go into effect

Pakistan, India and China
want to keep negotiating. but
the United States Russia.
France and Britain have ruled
out re-opening the compro-

mis¢ to any change on the
grofnds that it ®ould only
mean protracted talks that
wotlld {ail to achieve improwve-

mer

WASHINGTON, Aug 2. Sec
retary ol State Warren Christo-
pher signaltd opposition

Thursday te any relaxation ol

the long-standing US ban on
the sale of high-performance
aircraflt and ether advanced

| weapons to Latin America, re-

ports AP.
Christopher's statement
represented a setbhack to some

US weapons companies that
hope (o increase sales to Latin
America as a means of com-
pensating for losses resulting
from reduced US military
spending

The Clinton administration
is in the midst of a debate on
the issue. and Christopher said
the views he expressed were
his own and not necessarily
those of the administration.

I think we should show

| great restraint in introducing

new or higher lJevels of
weapons into areas where they
don't presently have themn.™
Christopher said’® responding
to a question during testimony
before the Senate Foreign Re-

lations Committee.

"We should try to encourage
countries to put their money
into things that are of greater
benefit o their citizens.

As the second r State
Department official] during the
Carte administration. Christo-
pher had a hand in formulating
the pelicy of imiting weapons
sales to Latin America.

The main rationale at the
time was that the military gov-
ernments then dominatin
Latin America were guilty o
human rights abuses and
should not have access to ad-
vanced US weapo

While the human rlghts sit-
uation in the hemisphere has
improved dramatically since
then, Chnistopher said there
are other reasons for restraint.

He said sales to one cnuntry
could touch off a ;
race even though rtlat:mshirs
in the area are general
friendly. He suggested that
weapons-producing countries
should establish guidelines for
the sale of weaponry

-

Bosnian PM blames UN for
fall of Srebrenica to Serbs

US urged to avoid

' Burundi's coup
- equating Islam |

nate approves Welfare {
o PP ' leader defends

overhaul, sends bill ;

to Clinton

WASHINGTON, Aug 2: The
Senate, overriding protests
that overhauling welfare would
run roughshod over the poor.
completed cml%ressmnal ac-
tion on a Republican bill to end
six decades of guarantee cash
assistance to the needy, re-
ports AP.

By a vote ni 78-21 on
Thursday, the Senate sent the
bill to President Clinton, who
said Wednesday he will sign it
after wavering for weeks and
having vetoed two previous
wellare bills. All 53 Republi-
cans were joined by 25
Democrats in passing the bill;
21 Democrats voted against it.

“This legislation is the best
chance we have today to 4
vide hope for a future for those
families and children in our
society who are otherwise
without hope.” said Senale
Budget Committee Chairman

Pete Domenici. a New Mexico
Republican.

The vote lollowed hours ol
debate in which outraged 5Se
nate gpponenis - knowing in
advance that their effort was
futile — waged a furious and
sometimes sarcastic battle tar
gftinﬁ the White House as well
as the Republican-designed
legislation itsell.

As the vote began, 10
protesters shouting, "Shame!
Shame!" and blowing whistles
from the visitors gallery
shocked senators into silence.
About two dozen US Capitol
Police officers - prepared for
the outburst in advance
briefly struggled with them
and carried some from the
chamber.

The bill would end the six-
decades-old federal guarantee
of open-ended assistance to

the poor.

B ujh

Husseln to visit S

Hussein of Jordan will visit S

1A todax King

a on Saturday for

time in two years to bolster relations ‘betwecn the Arab
neighbours soured by Amman's peace treaty with Israel, AFP

reports from Amman.

Relations began improving at the end of June when lhc
king met Syrian President Hafez al-Assad on the sidelines of

the Arab summit in Cairo.

It was their first meeting since

Jordan signed a peace treaty with Israel in October 1994,

which angered the Syrian
peace deals with the Jewis

est nuclear

resident, which op
state and has l:a
mcn Arab front in negotiations.

to build 2 N-

Ja an Nuclear Power Corp is to
ower stations at a cost of one trillion yen

sed separate
ed for a com-

WGI'P
uild two of the warld 5

6 billion dollars), Nihon Kogyo newspaper reported, AFP

Eaj,rs fmm Tokyo.

The report said the two power statioms. both capable of

generating 1,500 me
would use advanced

awatts, would be the world's largest and
reeder water reactor technology.

Eitel new UNSC

Ambassador Tono Eitel of Germany too
president of the Security Cnuncil

pre sident:

ver on Thursday as
succeeding ambassador

Alain Dejammet of France, Reuter reports from United

MNations. s

The presidency rotates monthly according to the English
alphabetical order of the Council's 15-member delegations.

Ex-Nazi1 SS officer

SS officer Erich Priebke, freed Thur

sgaiIEd.: Former Naz:t.

ay by a military court in

Rome, was taken to prisnn by Carabnieri, in an armoured van

at 2.40 am Friday (
. Earlier Italian J

40 GMT‘.I an AFP reporters said.
tice Minister Giovanni Maria Flick had

said that Priebke would be jailed again in- a non-military

prison.

-China sends Chen to labour camp:

China has sent a dissident to a labour camp for three years o
cndangtring national security” by penning a petition

demanding the
members said

Chen Long

release of all
esterday, Reuter reports from Beijing.
e, detained in May,
oshan Labour Camp in the eastern province of Zhejian

political prisoners, family

has been sent to the Lu-
to

serve three years of re-education through labour, they said.

Chechens kill 8 soldiers: =

Eight Russian

soldiers have been killed and 10 others injured in the past 24
hours in Chechnya, the Russian Defence Ministry said early

yesterday, AFP
Ministry spo

Mosc

kill

nya for his part told the Interfax news
diers had been killed and ei
ambush by secessionist rebels

the capital Grozny.

French blsho

The French bishop of Or

orts from Moscow.

esthan Alexander Ovchiniko,
w Echo Radio., did not say where the soldiers were
or injured. A spokesman for Russian troops in Chech-

cited by

agency that four sol-
t injured, most of them in an
in the vi]lagc of Jalka, east of

killed in Algeria:

was killed in a Pomb a

ack, only

hours after laking part in a ceremony honouring seven French

monks slain b
Source said Friday, AP re
Henri Claberie died

Algerian militants, an informed- Algerian
rts From Algiers.
ate Thursday

in the explosion for

which three was no claim of responsibility, said the source,
who refused to be further identified. No other details of the
attack were immediately available.

4 sunken warshi

Four sunken warships belo
Japan during

r%]gs to be salvag

the 1594 189

ed:

to a fleet that fnught against
inu Japanese War are to be

vaged soon from their resting place at the bottom of the

Yellow Sea, AF re
The salvagl:
northeastern Liaoning

rts from Beijing.
ort is being carried out b
rovince,

Dﬂnggan% city in

the State Bureau of Cultural

Relics, the Museum of Chinese History and the hcadem{' of
Arts of China, the official Xinhua News Agency said late

Thursday

4 chnibers die in Swiss Alps: rou

mountain climbers have fallen to their deaths this

near the Matterhorn, Switzerland's landmark horn-shaped
peak, AP report from Zermati.

ek on or

The latest fall occurred Thursday when a climber fell from

about 4, mq
unidentified ' clhmber's
feet) below on the Furgg G

metres (13,450 Iect] on the Matterhorn. The
landed about 700 metres (2.300
cier, rescuers said.

18 combatants killed in Turke

Eighteen combatants, including 11 members of the secu
forces, have died in a clash between Kurdish guerillas and

- Turkish

taanrkm
the border with

government fnm:a security officials said yesterday,
Reuter rmu from Diyarbakir.’

8, five vill guards and seven Kurdis-
Ig rebels ﬁ:rc killed in the clash near

raq on Thursday nigh

t, officials at the re-

g;lonatgovmmr‘ 8 office in the southeastern city of Diyarbakir
other details were immediately nvaﬂahre 5

with terrorism

WASHINGTON. Aug 2: The
head of Algeria's moderate
Hamas Islamic Movement said
on Thursday he had urged se-
nior US officials to avoid equat-
ing Islam with terrorism and
applauded US support for
steps toward democracy in his
homeland, reports Reuter.

Mahioud Nahnnah. the
runrer u]_] in Algerian presi
dential elections last Novem

ber. told a news conference he
was visiting the United States
to- advertise "an image of mod

erate and tolerant Islam . ”

"We were received as rep
resenting more than 3 million
votes," he sald, speaking
through an interpreter. He
said he pressed his US hosts
for help in ending the political
violence that has killed an es-
timated 50,000 people since
1992, when the army backed
authorities cancelled a general
election that t’undeunenta]lsls
were expected to win.

Government empluyed nurses pruu st on Thursday 1n New
Delhi against the wearing of white uniforms, maintaining

A ——l

that, aside from difficult to maintain, the wearing of white
by women 18 considered inauspicious in India (white 1s the
colour of mourning worn by widows in Hinduism) Approx-
imately 1000 nurses took part in the demonstration demand-
ing that their white skirt uniform be replaced by a more

conservative — and less inauspicious —

SArlS.

camel-coloured

— AFP/UNB photo

Sharma okays sweeping bill

NEW DELHI, Aug 2:
President Shankar

Indian
Dayal

‘Sharma late Thursday ap-

proved a sweeping bill to clean
up elections in the world's
largcst democracy, officials
said, reports AFP.

Sharma also gave his nod to
amend the Jammu and Kash-
mir Representation of People
Act as a part of the electoral
reforms bill, in a bid to enforce
a strict code on contestant in
the upcoming legislative polls
in Kashmir,

The electoral reforms bill.
which came into effect Thurs-
day. has hiked the security de-

sit for candidates 10-fold to

000 rupees (142 dollars).

"However. in the case of
candidates belo to back-
ward classes the security de-

to clean up Indian polls

posit will be 2,500 rupees (71
dnllarn} said KL thanpuna

legislative aecrmz
The new law also brought

down the ¢ period
of candidates {rom 20 days to
14 days in a bid to slash elec-
tion expenditure and has in-
corporated provision to keep
out "nonserious” candidates.
"A candidate not flelded by
a recognised fFuliUcal party
will have to file nomination
papers duly subscribed by 10

uﬁosal y reglstercd voters
F:{ is constituency.” Mohan-
puria said.
+ A recognised political party
is one whose election symbol
is recognised by India‘'s au-
tonomous Elcctinn Commis-
sion,” he added.

“The bill also gives statutory

powers to election observers
to stop counting in the event
of booth capturing and ather
irregularitjes.”

e new law also prohibits
the sale and distribution of
liquor during the 48-hour
riod before pprlltn? and has
made possessjon ol arms near
polling booths an offence.

It also provides for the de-
limitation of constituencies,
empowers the Election Com-
mission lo appoint indepen-
dent ohservers to guarantee
[air polls and limits candida-
ture to a maximum of two con-
stituencies.

Officials said the legislation
would pave the way for Lhe
early announcement of dates
for legislative elections in the
troubled Himalayan province.

Filipina maid Sarah Balabagan-escorted by Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon (L) after a
news conference on Thursday. The 17-year-old returned to the Philippines after serving two
years in jail in the United Arab Emirates for the killing of her Arab employer who had raped
her. She was sentenced to death in 1995 but a royal decree commuted the penalty.

— AFPfUN B photo |

"Istarted by the coup).”

l L] I l

BILJUMBIJRA. Aug 2 Bu
rundi's new military leader de
fended his army takeover and
appealed on Thursday to the
world not to impose sanctions
arguing they would only
deepen ethnic divisions. re
ports KReuter

It was the [irst reaction
Huyoyva who took power a wee
ago after the Tutsi led army
firlpunrtl Hutu President
Sylvestre Ntibantunganva, to
Wr—:!nrmiay s sanctions deci
sion by East and Central
Alrican leaders

“The threats of sanctions,
the verbal raising of the stakes
will ‘'only deepen the fracture
which already divides the na
tion, the retired Tutsi army
tnajor said in a statement

"We ask the entire interna
tional conununity to do all it
can to avoid attitudes thal
could extinguish this ray ol
hope and the positive dynamic
he said

Iraq warns Iran
[ ]
agamst further
- [ 1 &
mcursions

BAGHDAD, Aug 2: Iraq
warned Tehran on Thursday
against any further Iranian in-
cursions into its northern ter-
ritory saying it had the right to
take measures to defend its
sovereignty, reports AFP.

[n 'a message addressed to
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, and issued by
official Iragi news agency INA,
Iragqi Foreign Minister Mo-
hamed Said as-Sahaf con-

demned Iran's incursion last
week into northern Iraq. "

“The Iranian aggression is

ainst the integrity and

vereignty of Iraq and consti-
tutes a flagrant violation of UN
Security Council Resolution
598 on the ceasefire between
the two ceuntries in 1988 Sa-
hal said.

Raj Kumar wins
'Dada Saheb Phalke'
film award

BANGALORE, Aug 2: "U'Et-

| eran Kannada film star ]|
| Kumar. 'who has cast a spel

over millions of Kannadigas as
an actor, yesterday expressed

joy over being chosen for the

coveted "Dada Saheb Phalke
Award"”, saying "it is God's
wish," reports FPTI.

"I have not achieved any-
thing real. I never expected
it,” Raj Kumar, apparently
overcome by. being a recipient,
told PTI here, on a” humble
note,

A heart throb of millions of
his fans, Raj Kumar, who is
known for his rivetin or-
mance in whatever character
he portrayed, said "the fruit
[award) has come on its own,"
implying he never aspired for
it.

He said the haplpmeas of his
fans who, "have always show-
ered affection on me and
blessed me, is my happiness
too.”

——— —

| the United Nations came at a

US House passes official English language bill

WASHINGTON, Aug 2: Al-
most all federal government
business would have to be con-
ducted in English under a bill
the House passed 259-169
Thursday after emotional de-
bate. It would mean an end to
such services as Spanish or
Chinese-language voter in-
structions, reports AP.

To become law, the bill also
must be passed by the -Senate
and si
ton, who threatened a veto.

During a rare appearance as
a debate participant, Hoéuse
Speaker Newt Gingrich said
English is the tie that binds

the count together, and
mastery of the language is crit-
ical for immigrants who expect
to do well. -

"Our greatness in part

comes from our ability to
rrm":ltingI pot,” Ginrich said.
"While | cherish every person
who comes from anywhere
who comes here legally and
seeks to pursue happiness..., |
want thém to become Ameri-
can, and part of becoming
American involves English."”

Democrats denounced the

ed by President Clin-

bill. which was sponsored by
Republicans, as divisive, anti-
immigrant and. disrespectful of
nmiinorities.

Rep Jose Serrano drew
Derpocratic app plause after sug-
gesting that
amended to bar presidential
candidates from using the fed-
eral campaign funds to adver-
tise in Spanish. His idea was
voted down 257-171.

The Clinton administration
threatened a veto. "This highly
objectionable bill is unneces-
sary, inefficient and divisive,"
said a statement released by

the White House Office of Man- .

agement and Budget.

Under the bill, the federal
government would have to
Erlnt most of its documents in

nglish. No longer would the
Internal Revenue Service, the

tax agen rint information
i Boiah. Dt satole.
itizenshi ccremunien
would Jhave to conducted in
English, but ernment em-

clals would not

Elcuﬁmd from speaking with a

person in a I-'nrel:n language.

the bill e

ported in
such as Canada would erode

schools routinely provide

The bill makes exceptions
for agencies involved in inter-
national relations, trade, the
census and national security.

Agencies also would be allowed

to communicate in other lan-

guages during emergencies
that threaten public health or
safety.

The bill also wmilld kill part

of the Voting Rights Act,
which requires that ballots be
printed in foreign languages in
areas with large numbers {}f
people whose native langu

is other than English It wou -:1'
not
cials from using foreign lan-

gup; rters said the bill was

neede
government shouldn't have to
print
around 320 languages resi
dents speak.

prohibit state or local offi-

becanse the federal

documents in all of

Some also Ex};)resseci fear
that language difficulties re-
iflingual nations

US unity. ’
Gingrich noted that public
Cr in

ately

it wo
lax-paying, patriotic Americans
from
need
ment only
able to speak English
Democrat s
the bill a slap in the fage for
thousands of immigrants who
can't enrol

don't care how
it,” said Rep
Garza of Texas
making us the laughing siock
of the world..
It's absurd.”

struction in dozens of lan-
guages in parts of the United
States that are home to pock-
ets of immigrants of a specific
nationality

"This is a level of confusian,
which, if it was allowed to de-
velop lor another 20 or 30
years, would literally lead, 1
think, to the decay of lhr core
parts of our civilization." Gin-
grich said.

Democrats spoke passion-
%ajn.st the bill. They said
uld keep hard-working,

etting information they
rom the federal govern-
because they're un-
uently. -
akers also called

in overcrowded
English-language classes.

"“This is mean-spirited. |
ou camouflage
"Kika" de la
“This bill is

It's ridiculous

SARAJEVO_ Bosnia-Herze-
govina. Aug 2. Bosnia's prime
Jninister on Thursday blamed
IUN officials for last yvear s fall
of Srebrenica to Bosnian Serbs
and demanded they testify to
the war crimes tribunal re
ports AP ;

Hasan Muratovic's attack on

If true. his accusation would
not directly lay responsibility
on the government for any
massacges. But it would erode
the moral stand of the Bosnian
Fovern . and be a Ecuﬁca],
wmbs as Bosnian elections
approach on September 14.

Muratovic said Srebrenica
was traded for UN soldiers
taken hostage by the Bosnian
Serbs in May and June 1996

five-hour parliament session
that centered an the fall of

Srebrenica and another east He said the mment could
Bosnian enclave, Zepa, to prove this, but revealed ne
Serbs in July 1995 new evidence.

Both enclaves were UN “"We should ask the Security

Council and the war trime:
tribunal in the Hi‘l{lk.lt

tion Janvier, ash lnd
Boutros-Ghali in the Hﬂuc as
witnesses of genocide, and

later we will see if they will
only be witnesses,” Muratovic

"safe areas” Srebrenica's fall
was a turning point in Bosnia's
3 and half year war

The debate, broadcast live
on state television. followed a
charge last month from a par-
llamentary deputy that the
Bosnian government deliber-

ately sacrificed Srebrenica. He was referri to Gen.
The deputy, Ibran Mustafic, Bernard Janvier of France, UN
survi Srebrenica's fall and commander in former Yu-
alleged Serb massacre of thou- goslavia in the summer of

1995,

Off the Record

sards of its Muslim men.

P L] E rl- I l -

WASHINGTON: As Ilvy League-educated career women.
eran campaigners and- political advisers to their Innhnndl. |
Hilary Rodham Clinton and Elizabeth Dole hm both shown
th n bc tough cookies, repeorts AP.

Du!c whose husband, is c President

Cltnlun for the November E]rtﬂdenﬂl] glection, has decided
to challenge the First Lady Circle magazine's Second
National Bi san kajc Cook

" The wife of the Republican pr:lidcntlai candidate has en-
tered her recipe for pecan roll cookies in hopes of defeating
the chocolate chip cookie recipe of Mrs. Clinion, the defend-
ing champion.

The magazine's current issue contains recipes far both
women's cookies and asks readers to test them at home and
vote for their favourite on a posteard by September 9. Results
will be announced before Election Day, November 5.

The Clinton recipe may have advantages. It calls for only 8-
10 minutes baking, whilc the Dole es take 45 minutes.
The First Lady's cookies also are healthier, wc:ﬁ:g in at 65
calories and 3.65 grams of fat each cunﬁn:d 1 calories
and 7.68 grams of fat for Mrs. Dole's coo

The magazine came up with the -contest in 1992 after Mrs

Clinton was chastised and apologised for defcndlnghﬂmwnrk
as a lawyer. saying. "l suppose I could have sta
baked cookies and had teas.”

Neither woman volunteered for the contest, which Mrs
Clinton won. Her chocolate chip r:r:iFe t 55 per cent of
readers’ votes over a recipe submitted lor Barbara Buuh Mrs

Bush later disowned the recipe, saying it belonged to a chef
who worked for George Bush when he was vice president.

Ancient American-style
spear point found

WASHINGTON: A gracefully tapered stone spear point,
similar to those thought to have bccn invented by Anmricans
some 12,000 years ago-has been found in Siberia, rai
questions about how and when ancient humans deve
such weapons, Teports AP.

The first fluted projectile point ever found west of the
Bering Strait was identified in a collectiop of stone tools un-
earthed near the Siberian city of Magadan, according to Mau-
reen King, a University of Washington archaeologist.

There is uncertainty about the age, said King. Bul the dis-
covery suggests the possibility that fluted points — flaked so
as to make a tapered point with sharp edges and a flat base —
were first made in Asia and then brought across the Bering
Strait.

"If this site dates to 12,000 years before the present, then
we might look at this as a fluting that predates that ol the
new world,” she said. "But if it postdates that time, then we
may look at the possibility of this technology movies to the
west."

King said there is not enough known now to challenge the
belief that the fluled spear point was invented by ancient
Americans living near Clovis, New Mexico, 11,000 to 12,000
years ago. Only more discoveries in Siberia might settle the
issue, she said.

A report on the discovery by King and by SB Slobodin of

Magadan is to be published Friday in the journal Science.

It is an interesting find.” said C. Vance Haynes. a Univer-
sity of Arizona expert on ancient Americans. "But by itself. it
is inadequate to address the larger pictures.”

He said the point could have n an isolated "accident” by
some Asia weapons maker, or it could have been made in
America and traded across the Bering Strait.

Drug that confounds
doctors

DALLAS: A new substance developed to help stop heart
attacks in progress has shown promise in hospital studies but
also rauses kidney damage. and researchers are going back to
the laboratory, reports AP

Patients given poloxamer 188, also known by the brand
name RheothRx, had smaller heart attacks and less heart
muscle damage. and their hearts pumped more efliciently
compared with pe r‘}l{‘ who received a dummy medication,
according to a study published Thursday in the American
Heart Association Journal Circulation. All of the patients were
given standard clot busting drugs as well.

Butskidney damage developed in some participants in the
study and in two larger clinical trials that followed.

As a result, Glaxo Wellcomme has shelved development of
RheothRx as a heart attack treatment, said IDr Gary L Schaer,
one of the study's authors and director el cardiac
catheterisationn at Rush- Presbyterian-St Luke's Medical Centre
in Chicago.

"However. another company. Cytrx Corp of Norcross.
Georgia, is trying to come up with a form of RheothRx that
will be less damaging to the kidneys

“The compound needs to be reformulated and retested
Schaer said

The study took plade at 11 hospitals around the country
Seventy five heart attack patients were given poloxamer |88,
and 39 got a placebo



