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Prof Rehman Sobhan cutting his 60th birthday cake at the BIDS conference room yesterday.

Director General Abu Abdullah (extreme left), Prof Muzaffar Ahmed, Prof Nurul Islam
and Prof Yunus are also seen in the picture,

Some 100 noted citizens

gathered in a special meeting
at the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS)
conference room yesterday to
ay special tribute to Prof
E‘.cﬁman Sobhan for his lifelon
achievement in the field o
economics.

The special reception was
organised on the occasion of
his 60th birthday.

A book, jointly edited by
Abu Abdullah and Prof A R
Khan. and published in honour
of Rehman Sobhan, was offi-
cially launched on the occa-
sion. Several noted economists
from home and abroad con-
tributed articles in that book.

BIDS Director G::»ral Abu
Abdullah chaired a formal dis-
cussion on "Rehman Sobhan:

Now and Then"” which was par-

ticipated by noted economist
Anisur Rahman, Prof. Nurul Is-
lam. Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed.
Prof. Nurul Islam., FProl.
Wahiduddin Mahmud, Mahiuz

Anam, M. Saiduzaman., Hasnat

Some changes
. 1n admin
By Staff Correspondent

The government has made
some changes in the adminis-
tration, said a PID handout yes-
terday.

Agriculture Secretary M
Akhtar Ali has been trans-
ferred to the Ministry of In-
dustries. He has been replaced
by Jute Secretary Dr. AMM
Shawkat Ali.

M Abdul Hannan, Secretary,
Ministry of Religious Affairs
has been transferred to the
Jute Ministry.

General Editor of the Dis-
trict Gazatteer (additional
secretary] A B M Abdus Sakur
was appointed acting Addi-
tional cretary of Religious
Affairs Ministry.

District Judge of Jessore
Amin Ullah, Member, Adminis-
trative Tribunal, Khandaker
Mohammad Abu Bakar and Dis-
trict Judge of Khulna Moham-
mad Hasan Amin have been
aﬁpninte:d joint secretaries of
the Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs.

The services of Rafiqul Is-
lam Bhuiyan, MDS, Buéadesh
Public Administration Training
Centre at Savar have been
E'Iacad at the disposal of the

inistry of Land for his ap-
pointment on deputation as
member, Land Appeal Board.

Dilip Kumar Biswas, Mem-
ber, Land Reforms Board has
been appointed on deputation
as chairman of the Bangladesh
Handloom Board.
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Rehman Sobhan honoured
on his 60th birthday

By Staff Correspondent

Abdul Hai and Mohiuddin
Ahmed also spoke at the func-
tion:

Ansiur Rahman termed Prol
Sobhan as one of the greatest
development economists ol
the day. He said as an
economist, Rehman Sobhan
was always committed to the
social justice.

Prol Muzaffar Ahmed said,
Rehman Sobhan was always
able nrovide intellectual
leadership in his field, even
though so much changed in
the global economic scene.
Other speakers emphasized
the patriotic role played by
Rehman Sobhan in the strug-
gle for autonomy of East Pak-
istan and later the birth of
Bangladesh. Speakers paid

JS debate
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original budget for 1995-96,
that some sectors would re-
quire more allocation.” said
Abu Lais Mohammad Mobin of

the Jatiya Party. Referring to
the supplementary allocation
for the public sector trans-
ports, the JP legislator
strongly opposed the idea of
maintain the "white elephant”
like the BRTC.

Dwelling on political issues,
the ruling party MPs said that
all the members of Parliament
should recognise "Bangaban-
dhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
the father of nation". But
referring to the fact that tke
AL secured 34 per cent of the
total votes cast in the June 12
election, Mashiur Rahman of
the BNP said, "sixty six per
cent of the voters are yet to
accept the idea."

Some 12 MPs including five
from AL, three from BNP, and
two each from JP and Jamaat-
e-Islami took part in the de-
bate.

State Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Abdul
Matin Khashru introduced a
bill in the House seeking
amendment to the resen-
tation of People Order, 1972,

Earlier the House witnessed
an hour-long question-answer
session.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury who chaired the
session after Maghreb prayer
adjourned the session at 10:05
lo resume again at 3:00 pm on
Saturday.
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tribute to Prof. Sobhan saying
that he created a whole gen-
vration of economists who are
playing important role in our
str e for develo t. They
pointed out that Prof Sebhan
was always active, and was
showing us new ways of con-
tributing to our country's de-
velopment.
Prof Sobhan in his thanks-
ﬁiﬂng speech said, "l feel
onoured at your reception.”
He wurged his colleagues.
friends and students to restore

the 11 of BIDS and other
similar institutions of the
country. Recalli his earl

days he said, "We have sh
many struggles and adventures.
I express my gratitude to all
those who worked with me.”

CEC calls on
Khaleda

The Chief Election Com-
missioner yesterday called on
BNP chairperson and Leader of
the Opposition Begum Khaleda
Zia and discussed with her
various aspects of June 12
general cltculclm and the furéh
comin -polis, reports UNB.

Muﬁa%ﬂ Ahupﬂmn dur-
ing the courtesy call on the
former Prime Minister., ap-

rised her of the preparations
R::r the September 5 by elec-
tions.

ID card

From page 1
10 per cent of their total loan.
In this regard, he suggested
the amount he rai to at
least 50 per cent.

Refuting the objections, the
State Minister for Law appre-
ciated the opposition law-
maker's statement and said
further scrutiny on the Bill
would be done in the Special
Committee on Bills.

Referring to ID card issue,
he said the Awami Leag'ge fv-
ernment, which established
the voting rights through the
caretaker government provi-
sion, does not want to abolish
the system.

On defaulter issue, Abdul

" Matin Kashru said : "Let's work

on it. We are ready to accept
any good sléqgmﬂun from any-
one, Let's discuss the Bill
the Special Committee for its
further improvement."

After the statement of the
Law Minister, the Speaker al-
lowed him to place the bill in
the House.

Abu Hena

: From page 1
changed his views this way.

Hena, who was earlier an
Awami Leaguer, joined BNP
just a few dﬂm the June
12 general elections.

Taking the floor on a point
of order, ruling Awami League
lawmaker Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim referred to clauses 124
and 301 of the JS Rules of
Procedure (ROP) and urged
the chair to expunge that part
of Hena's statement which was

political.

Opposition Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hussain
then referred to Clause 307 of
the ROP and said there was
nothing in Hena's statement
which deserved to be ex-
punged. He also mentioned
that during discussion on the
supplementary budget on
Wednesday, many lawmakers
made political sta ts.

us Shahid of AL, how-
ever, contested Hena's state-
ment saying that Zia was en-
m in receiving arms

t for the use of
forces in 1971, but AL leaders
including Abdul Hannan had
made Zia to read out the dec-
laration of independence for
the second time from the ra-
dio station in Chittagong on
tion Bmgilhﬂﬂhdﬂk: -
u Mu-
jibur Rahman.

The Baily Star

Govt to remove disparity

from society: Hasina

.
KHULNA, Aug 1: Awami
Ltl:g::.t President Sheikh
H ludldy said her -
ment would remove discrimi-
nation from society lo ensure

crimination to the peo-
ple to enjoy equal rights and

uonl‘ﬂun.ldutﬂbuunnnfm-

resources will be main-

tained to ensure balanced de-

t. Partisan attitude

will not be followed. she

Hasina, the Prime Minister,
flew in here in the

3

|

and ﬂ;‘.l; to the meeting
venues car folding
the Na and Prime Minis-
ter's

want a one-
is why it had introduced the
ment of national con-
.m:i“iheﬂm the BNP has re-
ject concept.
"We have elected a neutral

be accelerated by -
ment of the national consen-
"Rernai in the chair of
the Prime inister will be
meaningless il | cannot change
the condition of the common
people, cannol ensure eco-

nomic freedom for them.”
Reiterating her election
illiter

p for eradicati
urydf'om society within ten
. Hasina said education

would free the country from |

poverty. “It will not be
to remove erty
eradica illiteracy.”
She also mentioned her
plt::fes to ensure healthcare,
rural electrification and re-
moval of corruption and
terrorism from society.

possible
without

'‘MPs should use
seat belts
inJS'

By Reaz Ahmad

A young BNP deputy yester-
ﬂ'w the yse of seat
mdtumg the Jatiya

as passengers ol an
aircraft do.

Nazimuddin Alam noted
that the way very often the
discussion gets derailed from
the main issue and hoped that
yesterday's scheduled discus-
sion on the supplementary

mthwuld .rmt end up in a |

Dipanker Talukder. a Trea-
sury bench MP from Ranga-
mati, described his district as
‘Switzerland of the East' and
E:Itnd all llﬁm:uilf;l to visit

picturesque region of
the country. He offered the
invitation while making an
urge to the minister con-
cerngd to develop a tourist
spot in Rangamati

Many members appreciated
BNFP lawmaker Nizamuddin
Khan's concern over the

fto menace in the city as
the MP gave a historic back-

ound of mosquito-prone
guhdty.
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Memo to PM
Take steps to find

Kalpana Chakma
By Staff Correspondent

Chittagong Hill Tracts Na-
tional Coordination and Peace
Council (CHTNCPC) yesterday
handed over a 10-point memo-
randum to the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament for restora-

tion of t peace in the
hill tracts.
it urged the ment to

bring back Chakma r

from Tripura, India and initi-
ate a realistic peace talks with
the Shantibahini tr{' ﬁrmmﬁ_;
committee in which the CHT-
NCPC should be included.

The memorandum wurged
the Prime Minister to take
steps to find out Kalpana
Chakma who has been

since June 11 as well as 3
other tribal and non-tribal

women kidnapped by Shan-
tibahini from the hill E'Ictl re-
cently

The CHTNCPC held a semi-
nar at the Jatiya Press Club and
brought out a '‘peace proces-
sion’ before handing over the
memorandum.

Buddhist Welfare
Trust recast

The government has re-
constituted the 7-member
board of trustees of the Bud-
dhist Religious Welfare Trust
for next three years with effect

[rom yesterday, rcm'u UNB.
State Hinl:ter

Affairs Moulana Nurul 'ﬂl.m
has been made chairman of the
trustees as ex-officio while
Rakhal Chandra Barua, Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Bouddha
Samitee and World Fellowship

of Buddhist Bangladesh Re-
gional Centre as Vice-Chair-

WASA staff

From page |
Hossain, to immediately settle
the matter through discussion
with the officers and the em-

ployees.
Accordingly. the State Min-
ister discu the matter sev-

eral times with the leaders of
liaisonm council of the officers
and employees and finally de-
cided to provide pension facili-
ties to them.

printing. People can buy the
copies for their reference, the
official said.

“The reporting Section has
sent the proceedings upto July
23 this year to the Editing
Section. But piles of these pub-
lic documents are left un-
touched”, he said.

When contacted, officials of
the Printing Department of the
Parliament Secretariat refused
to give any information about
the matter. "An official order
[orbids us to provide any in-
formation to the press,” one
official said.

Parliament Secretary Abul
Hashem when asked said, "it is
not really the time to discuss
such a thing.”

It was reported in Novem-
ber, 1995 that the department
could not print the parliamen-
tary proceedings due to lack of
equipment and manpower. A
top official had then said that a
project was underway to print
the backlog. It could not be
ascertained whether the pro-

o || ject ever got a start.

Contractor

assaulted
By Staff Correspondent

A contractor was assaulted
by a group of unidentified per-
sons as the administrative
building of Dhaka University

yesterday.

Mokbul Hossain, who has
got a contract for construction
work on the university cam-

us, was assaulted for not puz—
ng Tk 25,000 to the attack-
ers, police said.

Alleged appointment
of non-engr as
BWPDB chairman
criticised
By Staff Correspondent

The alleged appointment of
a non-engineer government
servant of the rank of %ulnt
secretary as chairman of the
Bangladesh Water and Power
Development Board (BWPDB),
was severly criticised by the
organisation’'s association of
engineers.

A meeting of the associa-
tion, presided by its president
AKM Anisur Rahman was held
at the WAPDA auditorium yes-
terday. It was attended by Md
Igbal, Selim Bhuiyan, Ibrahim

fah, Md Nurul Huda,
Iskander Azam, ANM Rizwan,
ANH Akhtar Hossain,
Aziruddin Ahmed, Sajjadul
Karim, Shahid Ahmed and
Enamul Huq, according to a

press release.
The leaders of the associa-

gualified of the or-

engineer
ganisation should be appointed
IIHWDEHEI'IIII'M. the release

| said.

| - .ﬁuln . e city .;&ay
World Breastfeeding Week.

tion demanded that the most
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'Tk 2000 cr annual
‘economic value

of breastmilk’

The economic value of
breastmilk in Bangladesh is

over Taka 2000 crore Ber an-
num, Rolf C. Carriere, UNICEF
Representative in B adesh,

said yesterday, reports :

H'r:said h{eﬁalgtgeeding COT-
tributes more to the develop-
ment of a country than does oil
or petrol and also has great
economic value,

“In this country, the esti-
mated economic value of
breastmilk is 500 million US
dollars year based on cal-
culations of the equivalent cost
of cow's milk to produce infant
formula and contraceptives,"
he told the inauguration of the
campaign for breastfeeding in
the city.

Minister for LGRD and Co-
operatives Zillur Rahman inau-

urated the campaign at a
unction held at the Osmani
Memorial Hall.

Cox's Bazar
From page 1

its embankments.

Saline water that entered
through the damaged flood
R:;utccuan embankment of

tubdia island near Ali Akbar

Dail union caused extensive
damage to standing crops.
Some 20 shrimp farms in
Dhalghata and ghl lapur
unioens ofh the island and
a thana were also af-
fected due to breach in the
embankments.

tide water also inun-
dated few villages in Shahpurir
untold
dwellers.

suffering to

As per law, printed copies
of the parliamentary proceed-
ings must be available to the
people for reference and the
responsibility is vested with
the Parliament Secretariat,
sources concerned said.

Sales agents

From page 1

UTA in London, Asha Travels
in London, Neel Akash in Lon-
don, Sylhet Travels in Manch-
ester, TWTT in Geneva, Fly
Worlds in Karachi, Walice
Travels in Germany and Padma

Enterprises in Germany.

Food target
From page 1

were identilied as environ-
ment lluters in 1994 and
1995 following a survey of the
environment d riment and
was asked to submit their plan
to check pollution in the units
within 30 days. But only 196
units respond while the gov-
ernmerit has served showcause
notices to the rest demanding
answer as to why legal action
would not be taken against
them. i

Begum Chowdhury said be-
fore serving the notices, open
discussions were held between
the owners of the units, local
elite and business communi
leaders and these were ai
at making all aware of the im-
pact of pollution and the legal
provisions in this regard.

Begum Chowdhury said the
action plans to check pollution
were sought from the units as
per decision of a meeting of
the national environment
commitiee in 1994 chaired by
the then environmeént and for-
est minister in the chair,

She informed the house
that the meeting also decided
to allow three more years to
the units to check pollution.
Accordingly, the
department served another
notice to the units,
their action but the re-

sponse was .

GENEVA. Aug

and India to approve the proposed
in its current

Test Ban Treaty

1: The United States today pressed China

Nuclear

form, that any

warning
tion would mean the collapse of 40 years of eflorts

by the international commumity. reports AFP.

"Election tribunal

From page 1
pur-5, Chandpur-1 and Chand-
ur-3 constituencies were al-

burmt.

Home Minister Is-
lam had returned m%
pur-5 with a of 450
votes owver his Abdul

Matin, a candidate from
Nationalist Party
(BNP).

Following a public com-
mitment by Chief Elec-
m Emmﬂul:nm Mohammad

Hena. probe body was
constituted on July 25 with a
joint and a deputy

ng

cerned. the members of the
committee visited C r
and met officials on
July 30 and prior to submis-
sion of their the next
day. the committee was dis-

ved by the Election Com-
mission.

Asked about this, Mush-
taque Ahmed said, "After filing
of the ition with the tri-
bunal, inquiry committee
was dissolved as its ﬂndur
could have udiced the de-
cisions of tribunal.” The

ittion with the tribunal was

led on July 30 after office
hours and the committee was
dissolved the next day, he

added.
PIA passengers
From 1

The had arrtved
at 11: am and 19 of them
were sent back the return
light of the A, airport

sources said. Nineteen of them

:rhrthlent back in the return
ich took off at 2:14

lerday, sources added. P

PM's directive

coopera of all bulldlngl

tion in a

m‘“ =
Later, the : Minister

also discussed with govern-
ment officials and

the i ative of main

law and order to continue the
development activities in the

districts.

"You take up development
pn:jccu and dcl centre will
not make any delay in giving
decisions in this r:gard*" she
told them, seeking coopera-
tion from all in eradicatin

The Fﬂmﬁglltﬂ said
the country has limited re-
SOuUrces. ut tis
possible by using this limited
resources if corruption can be
removed [rom society.

She asked thé officials 10
fight against corruption to sto
its spread and ensure a -
uplift in all sectors.

The Prime Minister also as-
sured that the Rupsha bridge
would be constructed with rail
provision and communication
infrastructure of the region be
developed.

Surat Miah

From page 1

he reached the customs hall
where he allegedly made an
objectionable comment about a
female customs nnel. He
was then severely assaulted
there by some customs per-
sonnel. He was taken to the
DMCH where he succumbed to
his injuries within a couple of
hours, according to reports.

A murder case was lod
with Cantonment thana in this
connection. The CID police
}annk over the investigation

ter.

College student

From page |
stabbed him indiscriminately

while he was talking to his
friends in the palyground.

Later on the youths ex-

several crackers to re-

rain Sahel's friends from

counter attack and left the

Se : Sahel
riously woun
mmd!u?tn a Moham-
mad Al Hospit where he
succumbed to injuries.
Local the mur-
der be a sequel to previ-

ous enmity. Police arrested
four ers in connection

with the Killang

Jail escapee

From page 1

from a house in the and
was

village
ﬂ to sell it in Halu-
aghat :
They took him to Dhobaora

police station and handed him

to police as thousands of peo-
le th there to see the
gitive .

Shamsul Islam., who was
sentenced to life term. is the
son of one Kashem Ali of North
Itakhola village in frontier

Haluaghat thana.

Olympics

From page |
The IOC decided only to
reprimand Irish 5,000 metres
;Iunner Hlﬂ: McMahon after

er - dope Lest.
IM&IITHH traces of
a painkiller were found in.
McMahon's urine but they
asked Olympic chiefs not te
disqualify her because she had
taken a banned substance by

mistake.
Today's 200 metres clash

could produce one of the clas-
sic finals of the Games, with
Na 's Fredericks -
ent athiete
in the way of an
Olympic double for 400 metres
C Johnson.

Jo htcln:d: a 15-8 ;aid
vantage over the
e ey el Frde

icks since the pair first met
seven years ago but believes
the Namibian is his main
threat.

Three other track and field
finals will be decided today in-

cludi the women's 200 me-
tres Jamaica's Merlene
Ottey attempts to win the first

Olympic gold in a career
strctcg.lts‘;::k to the 1980
Moscow

There was joy at least in La-
gos where Nigerians poured on
to the streets to celebrate
their stunning 4-3 win over
favourites Brazil in the soccer
semifinals.

Nigeria, who have never
won an Olympic gold in any
event, play Argentina in Satur-
day's soccer final.

Carl Lewis, a man who
knows all about Olympic tri-
umph, briefly lost his record
glnthhﬁ'llgnm;da] nftcrl::;n

ay's ¢ long jump .

}:larkit Jayn:r-&erm. who

dropped out of the heptathlon

last weekend with a right
hamstring injury. needed just
one at t this morn to
qunliz for the women's

jun:B‘ ;
ith her right leg heavily
. she j 2] feet,
11 3/4 inches — exactly the
distance needed to automati-
cally juahfr for tomorrow’s fi-
nal, Joyner-Kersee, who set
the world record of 24-7 in
1994, is competing in her last

Olympics.
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