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final on Wi :
The ninth seeds, who
stunned defendi

Germany and W Cup hold-

ers stan on their way to
winning Group A scal one
more fancied rival with a de-

termined second-half display.
With both teams locked
after an uninspiring
session, Victor Ph ut
Spain ahead in the 495th
minute following a goal-mouth

scrambled from a penalty

5

Juan Escarre scored the
second five minutes later
from a stroke after in-
form striker Javier Arnau was
stick-checked inside the cir-

ATLANTA. Aug 1. Spain and
the Netherlands will clash in
Friday's final of the Olympic
hockey tournament after beat-
ing both of the 1992 finalists
in their semifinal matches on

champions

Stephen Davies.
audoin reduced the
seven minutes from

Paul
margin
the
corner push, but Australia
failed to get the equaliser
against the spirited Spanish
defence.

Australia, silver-medalists in

Barcelona, have themselves to
blame for once again losing
on the
fourth semifinal
since 1964.
They wasted three penalty
corners in the first session and
one in the second, and twice
their strikers fumbled before

an open goal.

The jubilant Spanish players
hUthd each other after the fi-
nal whistle and acknowledged
the support from some 2,
flag-waving supporters by do-
ing a victory lap.

An emotional sh coach
Antonio Forrellat said it was
his team's greatest moment in
world 3

"It's hard to describe my
feelings." he said. "This was
our biggest match ever and we

:

"Now we have an even big-
r role to perform. It's not
at the boys are overawed, but
they are very emotional. After
all, not even our own support-
ers expected us to make the

It was a remarkable turn-
about for the Spanish men,
who finished eighth in last
year's European Champi-
onships and ninth in the Syd-
ney World Cup.

They even lost a practice

]

whistle with a penalty

out
gold medal in their
appearance

PHILIPS TV

A Spanish-Dutch finale

match against Australia 1-3 a
few days before the Atlanta
Olympics started.

Taco Van Den Honert
scored a hattrick as the
Netherlands brushed aside

defending champions Germany

3-1.

The 30-year-old playmaker
showed his 209-match ri-
ence with three breathtaking
goals on either side of the in-
terval to light up an otherwise
low- semifinal.

The line-up for the final
mocked at seedings commit-
tee, who rated the Dutch sec-
ond behind Pakistan and
placed Spain ninth — just
above debutantes South Africa,
Malaysia and the United States.

Dutch coach Roelant Olt-
mans echoed his Spanish
counterpart's feelings that it
was a day to remember for
both teams.

"Making an Olympic final is
obviously very special, a great
moment for my team”, OIlt-
mans said, before heaping rich
praise on his match-winner.

"There's little more .one can

say about Taco. He's a treasure
for Dutch hockey. He's been
around for so long that one has
almost taken him for granted."

Oltmans said he did not be-
lieve the Dutch were over-
whelming favorites to beat
Spain in the final,

"Spain have to be good to
have come so far, it will be
stupid to take them tly. We
have played them ore and
understand their game."

"I think we will be well-
prepared on Friday."

No room for Lewis

Carls

of a record tenth
gold medal were
on

ATLANTA, Aug 1:
Lewis’
Olympic
ﬂrml?i dashed here

when US track and
field head coach Erv Hunt
ruled him out of the relay

team. AFP.
Lewis. after winning the

med@ 1hily to nie 31 MhEy .
began putting pressure on the
Americans

by demanding he
should be selected for the
4x100 relay

But Hunt said Wednesday he
had every confidence in his
team of Jon Drummond, Leroy
Burrell, Michael Marsh and
Dennis Mitchell, adding that
Lewis' manager Joe Douglas
had told him that Lewis was

if needed.

e have taken this into ac-

count but it ch nothing as
he did not nttmhc training

d. who had earlier

backed Burrell's Iinclusion

ahead of Lewis said: "] respect
Carl Lewis. He is a living le-
gend and | understand that the
public would have liked to see

Azhar, Sidhu

to appear
before

BOMBAY, Aug |: Indian cri-
ckel team Mohammad
Azharuddin and opening
batsman Navjot Singh Sidhu
would appear on August 3
before ithe three-member
panel. probing Sidhu's deser-
tion of the team, acc his

of humiliation vic-

timisation duri the tour of
in June ;

panel, ted by the

Board of Control for Cricket in

india (BCCI). includes lormer
chairman eof the selection
committee. Raj Singh. former
Indian captain il Gavaskar
and BCCI joint secretary.
Sidhu would be arriving
here on August 2 while

Azharuddin is expected tomor-
row. according to the BCCI of-

him anchor the relay.

"Bul if we offer him a
medal. who are we going to
leave out?”

Lewis did not endear him-
self to other team members
when he announced on Tues-
day: "I think we should put our

* four best runners in, and I've

beaten in the team
this year, even if | had problem
at the trials.

“If 1 could get the chance to
win 10 golds that would be
great. The ure in on be-

cause peopie wanl me to run

Yugoslavs in
v'ball semis

ATLANTA. Aug 1: Yugoslavia
claimed its biggest volleyball
victory ever when it won a
fifth-set tiebreaker to upset
defending guld medalist Brazil
in the men's vo quarter-
finals Wednesday, reports AP.

Yugoslavia, whose players
have no previous Olympic ex-
perience, advanced into the
medal round with itg 15-6, 15-
5 B-15, 14-16, 15-10 victory.
The Yugoslavs have played
their last three matches with-
out captain Dejan Brdovic, who
returned home lasi week after

death.of 14-month-old sen..

and feel that | have a L
o Rt D s HE Dl "If we. go back without a

A poll on s network
ESPN found 65 per cent of
American fans wanted Lewis to
be put in the team.

ad Lewis been allowed to

run, he would have been virtu-

ally guaranteed a tenth gold

to beat Finnish long-dis-

tance runner Paavo Nurmi's

record of nine Olympic titles
won in the 1920s.

The US have such strenglh
in depth that are virtually
unbeatable in the discipline,
despite their fallure to put a
man on the 100m podium
here,

Only a bungled changeover
— A to the US guar-
tet in Seoul in 1988 and n
in the World Championships
last year, seems to stand in
their way.

The US have never been

beaten in a oonwﬁad relay in
the Olympic or World Champi
onships.

They can claim 14 out of
the 18 Ol men s 4x100m
relay but all their defeals
— al Stockholm in 1912, Rome
in 1960 and in Seoul — have
followed disqualifications for

illegal cha ers, the US
boycotied 1980 Moscow
Gaumnes

As Drummond said when
asked who offered the major
opposition here. "What com
petition? There is none We
are going to win it. There is no
guestion about it. Iit's as simple
as that. Our biggesi opponent
will be ourselves ”

The US are also unbeaten in
five World Chamgiunih:pa.
apart from the 1995 edition in
Gothenburg. Sweden ... where
again they bungled the chan-

. with Drummond one of
the culprits.

medal it would be a defeat.”
said Vladimir Batez, who led
Yugoslavia with 35 kills. "We
believe we are capable of win-
ning a medal. What the color is
doesn't matter.”

Yugoslavia has ap ed in
only one previous Olympics,
lacing sixth in the boycotted

980 Moscow Games.

Its semifinal opponent will
be the winner of a match be
tween gold-medal favourite
ltaly and Argentina.

'Court cup' goes
to Imran

LONDON., Aug 1: Former
England cricket legends lan
Botham and Allan mb lost
the High Court libel case
brought against former Pak
istanl captain Imran Khan on
Wednesday and now face costs

estimated at up to 500,000
pounds (7 dollars), re-
ports AFP,

lmran had insisted from the
start he had not accused either
man of being racist. but had
criticised the section of the
tabloid press which referred Lo
"pakicheats’

He also denied calling any
one — and specifically Botham
— @ cheat In The Sun article,
which saild that the "bigpest
names of English cricket” ad
interfered with the ball in a
way which today would be con
sidered illegal

He claimed his attempts at

reconciliation with the
Englishmen incl the offer
of an open letter 1o The Times

ur July, 1994, were rebuffed
because the "knives were out”
for the Pakistani team. led b

Imran, after England's 199

World Cup defeat his side

Tech Aquatic Centre on July 31.
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Gold Medalist in 3-metre springboard diving Fu Mingxia of China (C) is flanked by silver
winner Russian Irina Lashko (L) and Canada’s Annie Pelltier at the podium at the Georgia

— AFP/UNB photo

QUIPS & QUOTES

ATLANTA, Aug 1 (AP): Some notable quotes Wednesday at

the Atlanta Olympics:
"For me it

inmyi

It was incredible pain, pain not

but in my heart."

rgei Bubka, the 1988 Olympic pole vault champion and a

five-time World champion, after dropping out here use of
an injured right Achilles tendon.

is is day of my career. I've been 1
years and I set this Olympic race as my objective. is
mission accomplished.”

Pascal Richard of Switzerland, winner of the cycling gold

in the men's road race.

"The record was for me but the medal is for my country.”
Hezekiel Sepeng, whose silver in the 800 metres in
national record time is the first Olympic medal ever won by a

black South African.

"T went out there just trying to run my own race and be _

ready to attack at 120 metres. It all went well and at that

point I was

pretty sure that I could win.”

Vebjoern Rodal, Norway. winner of the 800 metres goid.
“The fact that we were behind only encouraged us to play

harder.”

Indonesia‘s Rexy Mainaky after he and Ricky Subagja

rallied twice from the

badminton doubles
"We have

I we

brin
old medal.

thmnm:uﬂmnnduhmmdr

of defeat to win the men's

China's Ge Fei after she and Gu Jun beat South Korea's Gil

Youn
doubles gold medalk <

ah. and Jang Hye-ock fof,.the. womean's,

"For me to put a person on the team that doesnt come to

practice, that

Says I dont want to do this, I don't want

to do that, when these other athletes are out there busting
their behinds, I dont think that's fair.”

US track coach Erv Hunt on Carl Lewis' wish to be

t on

the 400-meter relay team for a chance at a record 10th

Olympic gold medal.

T

BEAMING KHANS: Former Pakistan cricket captain
Imran Khan and his wife Jemima leave the High Court in
London after lan Botham and Allan Lamb lost their libel

action against him on July 31.

— AFP/UNB photo

Olympic badminton
Hoyer-Larsen
does Denmark

proud

ATLANTA., Aug 1: Den-
mark's Poul-Erik Hoyer-Larsen
broke into, an Asian monopoly
by winning the men's singles
over China's Dong Jiong 15-12,
15-10 Thursday in men's
badminton. and South Korea's
Bang Soo-Hyun took the
women's gold medal. report

cies.

Bang easily held back the
charge of 16-year-old Mia Aud-
ina of Indonesia to win 11-6,
11-7.

The left-handed Hoyer-
Larsen, at 6-feet, 2 inches
(1.89 metres), used his height
to send shorts back to Dong at
nearly impossible angles,
catching corners of the court
or just nudging a drop shot
over the net.

Hoyer-Larsen tied for fifth
in . the last Olympics but had
been: mavi
in the world and was seeded
second in the tournament at
30

On Wednesday. China's Ge
Fei and Gu Jun captured the
women s doubles title,

In a rather one-sided affair,
they beat South Korea's Gil
Young-ah and Jang Hye-ock,
15-5. 15-5.

. Costa Rica

e the Fankiings -

Elye haily ,_51&[1‘ 11
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MEDALS TABLE

ATLANTA, Aug 1:

under gold, silver, bronze) 5
United States 27
Russia 21
China 15
France 13
Germany 11
Italy
Australia
Poland
Ukraine
South Korea
Romania
Hungary
Greece
Switzerland
J
ApPan

Brazil
New Zealand
Turkey

rEey
Canada
Netherlands
Kazakhstan
Belgium
North Korea
Spa
Denmark
South Africa
Elhiopia
Belarus

=
]

Britain

Czech Republic
Sweden
Finland
Jamaica
Norway
Armenia
Indonesia
Slovakia

Yugoslaviar

Ecuador
Hong Kong
Syria
Bulgaria
Kenya
Slovenia
Austria
Iran
Argentina
Taiwan
Croatia
Malaysia
Hamgiﬂ
Uzbekistan
Georgia
Israe

ﬁ:mu.,

ongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Nigeria
Moldova
Trinidad
Uganda
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Medals table after the 12th day of
competition at the Atlanta Olympics on Wednesday [tabulz

ted

s B Total
50 15 T2
16 9 46
16 10 41
14 33
43
9 26
18 34
3 14
15
15
15
13
£
9
16
10
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Arantxa aims the double

Wi .

s

STONE MOUNTAIN. Geor-
gia, Aug |: Tenacious Spaniard
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario on
Wednesday put herself on tar
get for a full set of Olympic
medals by bealing mercurial
Czech Jana Novolna to reach
the women's tennis [inal, re
port agencies.

There she will meet Ameri-
can Lindsay Davenport who
scored a bitter 6:2. 7-6 sweel
victory over her best [riend,
the flu-stricken Mary Joe Fer-
nandez.

Sanchez-Vicario who landed
a singles bronze and a doubles
stlver in her hometown of
Barcelona in 1992, said after
her 6-4. 1-6. 6-3 victory "| am
looking for a full set now.”

Sanchez Vicario. a real
streetfighter with her raw
baseline power, won through
to the final because she was
mentally muc.. tougher on the
big peinits and seized every
chance she got.

Novolna

who suffered

| cramps in her left leg in the

last set, could never produce
the dazzling form that helped
here knock out number one
seed Monica Seles in the quar-
ter-finals.

The match exposed a rift in
their doubles partncrshi&

Novotna claimed to be the
more popular player. Novotna
accused her friend ol poor
Joismanship.

‘She’s been questioning ev-
ery single call there is. even
when (here's no reason for it,"
Novotna said. "That's really
upsetting, because you
wouldn't expect that from a
player of her calibre. You would
expect a little bit more fair
play.

"But it's nothing
She doesn't do it only to me.
She does it with everybody.”

Sanchez Vicario denied
questioning calls.

‘I'm very surprised that she
says that,” the Spaniard said. "I
was just doing my job and con-
centrating and playing well.
May be she was disappointe.
because every time she has a
chance, she lost against me."

In singles, Sanchez Vicario
has won seven of 13 matches
against Novotna. They've been
playing doubles together on
the A Tour since 1994, but

ersonal.

Novotna said they are [riends
only "in a professional way."

"l know when | step on the
court that I'm a more popular
player than she is.," Novotna
said. "Whatever she's doing or
whenever she's like that, she
has to live with it. And for me
the most importiant thing is
that [ know who | am and that
| am more popular than she is,
no matter what.”

After meeting with re-
porters, Novotna and Sanchez
Vicario returned to the court
for a semifinal match in dou-
bles - this time against each
oLher.

Iraqi Olympian
defects

ATLANTA. Aug 1: An Iraqi
weightlifter who carried his
national flag in the opening
ceremony of the Atlanta
Olympics defeated Wednesday
and asked for political asylum
in the United States. Iragi op-

pa:[uhuiuﬂn officials said, reports
AP.

Raed Ahmed, 29, dashed
out of the Athletes’ Village
when Iraqi team officials
weren't looking and was driven
off by an accomplice from the
Iragi National Congress.
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