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Investment on the Poor

A panel discussion on the national budget, or-
ganised by the Institute for Development of Policy
Analysis and Advocacy. Proshika, and inaugurated
by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, on Tuesday,
concentrated on economic growth vis-a-vis the
poor's place in the process. Both the prime min-
ister and the discussants at this gathering agreed
on a very important point, which is that the poor
must be allowed the fullest realization of their
potential through participatory development pro-
grammes. This is also a prerequisite for ensuring
social justice -

We could not agree more on that point. How-
ever, we would like to suggest a different ap-
proach to the problem of poverty alleviation. It is
now an established tact that investment on the
poor, particularly in our country's context, is
much more rewarding compared to that on the
rich. So there is no need for condescension or
uncalled for sympathy for the poor, when the ob-
jective is nothing less than national development
or economic growth. The definition of growth, of
necessity, must take into account the overwhelm-
ing majority who have the potential to positively
contribute to national development. Since there
is no question of doing any favour to them and
moreover it is simply good business to spend
money on thé poor, what is needed now is to
formulate an appropriate policy and go full steam
ahead with its implementation.

We are not talking about something new, the
wisdom has always been there to utilise. The
main challenge concerns the will to go about the
business, Are we ready to go the whole hog to ac-
complish the job? That is the question now. As
the evidence shows there is little risk in making
investment on the poor, including the hard core
ones, we find no reason any longer to beat about
the bush with our commitment to poverty allevia-
tion. If the return on investment in job creation
for the poor proves so substantial, then quite
predictably there would be an impetus to growth
and creation of wealth.

Indeed there is no alternative to a rapid devel-
opment of our human resources. The bottom half
of our population really holds the key to our eco-
nomic miracle. So can we suggest that from now
on no development plan or economic project will
get the official sanction if it is not friendly to the
poor?

Act of Supreme Kindness

Now this may not be in bad taste to talk jest-
ingly about the many one-way lovers deadbent on
marrying the American girl living in Bangladesh
without a visa. No doubt this pledge was in the
glorious Kknightly tradition of chivalry and was
aimed at helping a damsel in distress. But Eli-
adah McCord, living for four years in Dhaka jail
with the Supreme Court confirming a life term on
her, could hardly be bothered by any thought of
suitors offering their lives on a platter. On Tues-
day, now 23, she was born into a new life when
she was set free thanks to a Presidential amnesty.
She must have been thinking about home and
parents. How does it feel to lose every hope of life
and then suddenly coming back to all the possi-
bilities of it? Like an almost resurrected Desto-
. evsky who survived a-firing squad, she must be
experiencing the value of every free and living
moment more than most of us mortals.
We welcome the amnesty. It has been declared
very correctly at the right time — after all the ju-
dicial efforts were exhausted — and for the right
reasons. Her tender age. Her best atonement for
the bad thing she did. smuggling drugs into this
land, was a pithy little plea — let no one commit
the mistake I did. We congratulate President
Biswas for his act of humanity and kindness
which no doubt would touch many a heart both
in Bangladesh and the US. ‘
This is an expensive gesture, however. The
Malaysians don't believe in this and their uncom-
promising ways with drug traffickers have kept
their land comparatively free of drug abuse in a
region reeking literally of pot smoking. Drug
abuse is on the rise in Bangladesh and the
government must take pains to ensure that the
drug lords do not get a wrong signal from the
amnesty. To balance the President's good deed it
is necessary that a serious campaign be mounted
against drug trafficking.

Eliadah is a once convicted criminal, May she
lead a life that can wipe out this stigma.

Olympic Immortals

Almost from the ashes of a Olympics-squad re-
jection , has risen the phoenix we congratulate
in Carl Lewis . He failed to perform his way into
the US sprinting team. But in long jump he
landed a gold to make it to nine equaling the le-
gendary Paavo Nurmi's tally in the twenties. This
great track and field feat, however, leaves un-
touched Jesse Ownens' four golds in one and the
same 1936 Olympics. Carl is not a member of the

look hopefully at a tenth that can be his if he is
taken on the relay team.

Whether it comes about or not, Carl Lewis has
decidedly made his entry into the hall of Olympic
immortals. |

We take the occasion also to celebrate Syria's
landing its first-ever gold. Through the heroic
exertions of a Christian Arab woman. The feat is
made the more memorable by the fact that it was
the toughest of the Olympic events for women
that she won resoundingly by a big margin. Ghada
Shouaa's event, the heptathlon, is but a chain of
seven separate track and field items. And the
perfect ease and poise with which she bested
most of these events — specially the field events
of high jump, shot putt and the javelin — would
long be remembered.

She is only 23 and as she has said has a lot
ahead of her. One is bettering Jackie Joynar-
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US relay team. But his nine golds have made him .

Kersee's 7291 points. We are sure she would get.
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HE recent Federal Bud
I get has increased the
threshold of pain that
the common man has Lo
endure because ol the mis
concelved policies that a
‘democratic regime is Im-
};Iﬂnrnnng in horrendous
ashion through an errant bu-
reaucracy Despite what Mr V
A Jalarey claims. and Mr V A
Jalarey has beenn making quite
a number of claims to the con-
trary recently, the economy is
in serious trouble. If it were
not ler our much vilified paral-
lel economy. the same that ev:
eryone land his/her IMF un-
cle) wants to document and
cannot, we would be up the
creek with only a heﬂﬁlng bowl
for a paddle. The Pakistani
Rupee is sliding ominously
against the US dollar and the
country's stock markets are
barely kept afloat by frequent
doses of massive public sector
intervention
An economic disaster-in-
the making is not a startling
revglation. not only does it
tost the man in the street
more to go on ving, every day
drives him deeper into debt
The middle class cannot afford

to die even their hard saved
life nsurance may not be
worth the paper it is written

o given that the Minisiry of
Finance [MoF) has reqguisi.
tioned almost all of State Life's
funds to create the instant lig-
wdity Government of Pakistan
(GoP) seems to acquire when
ever an IMF deadhine ap
roaches. Creative accounting
w damned. we have resorted
to outright fudging to maintain
the financial lie that all is
‘milk and honey”™ with respect
Lo Oour economy.
Former Finance Minister
Senator Sartaj Aziz made some
lelling points when releasing

Where do We Go from Here?

Implementing the rule of law in a society that accepts misdemeanour without

is no mean

achievement. Through the whole spectrym of society there seems to be a fresh wind of hope, courts are *

waking up to the fact that they have to dispense justice, not the whimsical

statistical data showing up the
economic shortcomings that
have brought us to such a des-
ate financial ition. Since
inister of State for Finance
Makhdoom Shahabuddin lives
by the formula ‘ignorance is
bliss'. the Atlas-like burden
fell on V A Jafarey whose ef-
forts were unconvincing be-
cause misrepresenting the
truth with confidence is alien
to his rather dignified sona
Rhetoric aside, the g?:-rt re
mains that we have to meet
our debt-service obligations
very soon and do not have the
wherewithal to do so with our
current hquidity. Without the
IMF crutch we can only turm to
our, traditional help from our
friends in the Middle East and
they are about 'dry them-
selves. We have no recourse
but to appeal to the
‘patriotism’ of the nouveau
rich who have salted away
much abroad from their
‘pocket money to give us a
loan at a much higher rate of
interest We will need ot least
1ISS3 llion to bail us o and
ticde things over during the
Mexico-type financial emer-
gency that most pundits pre
¢het is just around the corner
Corruption s neither an in
vention nor has it bheen
palented by the Ms Berrazir
regime. All the governmernts
Moeen (Qureshi's supposedly
squeaky clean caretaker
regime included, have hacd
their share ol rascals During
Martial Laws publicity about
the volume and frequency ol
corruption was circumscriberd
because of the restraint on the

dictates of the executive.

print media. that nadir of cor-
ruption has ohly been sur-
passed by the presemt free-for
all. Furthermore, corruption is
not confined to the hierarchy.
It s wvery much present
through the entire spectrum of
government. In many cases
those who made hay while the
sun shone in the B0s have the
sun still shining on them in
the 90s and they are making
event more hay ese stalwarts
just change their liveries
(loyalty being an abstract form
to them} from time to time

given rise to another disturb-
ing phenomenon. the flouting
of ill gotten gains without any
fear that (s the level of
brazenness we have ascended
to. So what if there 18 an over-
size farm in Surrey. a luxury
apartment in London. an elab-
orate chalet outside Paris or
even an island off Spain? Is
there anyone in authprity with
the courage or the conscience
to ask where. 4dn the absence of

any known business the
money came from? The
Opposition must be com-

and are very much still run
ning the government for their
new masters as they did for
their old masters. without »ffi-
ciency and with jts usual dose
ol nepotism anf corruption
That is the suim of the authen
tic statement repeatedly made
hy Murtaza Bhutto himself
prime suspe®t of conducting
an elaborate “"Noora Kushti’
with his PM sister 1o keep jus
hee (and the Armed Forces)
away from his doorstep

You may resent the corrup
tion, reflined over the ages |t
has now become an accepted

part of lile and you cannot do
much about it That compro
mises our principles for; this
shotfld not be acceptabile to
civilized society That fact has
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es from Karachi

mended for the sophisticated
ploy of requesting the ruling
couple ‘to redeem their
honour by filing a suit against
the errant British newspaper
that spread such “canards’
Despite a lot of rhetoric and
chest-beating about tribal
honour” and a dramatic tearful
denial one notices that honour
has become siihwservient (o chis-

(retion, understandably the
hetter part of vabwir After all
whial 1% 1o e gainced by denvibig
A1y |arther what everyone
knows to be the truth” Better
to bhrazen it o1t and rely on a

. gullible public to have a short

memmory. the Madam Marcos
example (s a perfect role
imodel to emulate. the bhrazen
face ol rorruption in the face

of public ure,

Why blame Ms Benazir in
isolation. blame 'the retired
ballerinas’' who surround her
and insulate her fromm what the
public really think Having
served Zia faithfully whether in
uniform in civil service or on
deputation with international
organisations. these persons
obviously believe that there is
no life after retirement. unlike
old soldiers they refuse to

sim fade away. They want to
live their entire public life all
over again, the second time

de-
ac-

devoted. almost exclusive
voted. to the pursuit a
uisition of money and power
or at least three of their future
generations. Some of these re-
tired ballerinas roundly vilified
and targeted the PPP during
Zia s regimne_ creating hell-on-
earth for the party workers in
whic hever field their authority
held sway The pall-bearers at
Zia s last rites today occup
luxurv official residences EH'IJ
perks/privileges resembling
those of an Arab Prince, while
the PPP workers except for a
privileged few who have come
to terms with their conscience
and have been accommodated.
are still camped outside in the
cold

During the of serving
Zia, PPP workers kept on
searching for a place in the
sun. today Zia s cohorts occupy
the same seats of ﬂ:r-v:r"l
did under Zia while the I!:Ig;
workers have their share but
mily in the form of a scorching
sun outside the corridors ol

power And what about those
‘retired ballerinas™ that serve

_dispense justice,

the World Bank and the IMF
before retiring to become
doomsday soothsayers about

tll-x]eir cnunt:}ryak::!nnam}c
shortcomings? At

like Dr Mahbubal Haqpﬁpﬂ:rl‘:
settled down in Pakistan. the
others come here either dur-
ing their holidays or on
‘emerging” business. That is
the sum total of their brand of

patriotism.

Increasingly the last ho
for this country seems to
tl;e hl;]:EII" found indmncc
ol the fudiciary. Im
thcrulcnf];w”m;mt" )‘ﬂ
accepts misdemeanour without
embarrassment is no mean
achievement. Through the
whole spectrum of society
there seems to be a fresh wind
of hope, courts are waking up
to the fact that they have to
not the
whimsical diclates of the ex-
ecutive. in _a third world enwvi-
ronment, display of such inde-
pendence by the judiciary not
only needs courage, it requires
that cou be shored up by
an effective authority.

has to stiffen up the
judiciary's spine in the face of
the threats and calummies
huried at them. the j
can only be strong if they are
comiortable that su rt te
them is credible. As go
today. the economy is in del-
drums to the extent of com-
pri national security while
the rule of law is not only be-
ing mocked with contempt. it
is &g viciated at will in the
face judicial restraint. The
exercise of government has
become a sham devoted solely
to the practice of n ism
and corruption. Where all
this leave those who have a
stake in this land? Where do
we go from here? And when?

‘Tax Reform Measures : Some Recommendations

by Md Matiul Islam
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services rendered or goods supplied should be responsible for tax collection. The NBR
should analyse the sources of income-generating activities and, wherever possible,

HERE is no disagree
ment on the need for
streamlini tax admini-

stration and simplifying the tax
system. The Finance Minister
referred to it in his recent
address 1o the Advisory
Committee of the Ministry of
Finance and so did the
Chairman, National Board of
R:venue (NBR). In fact, what is
needed in more than tax
simplification. We need tax re-
form and an entirely new ap-
proach to tax administration
which now presumes the tax
prayer to be a thief until
proven otherwise. The burden
is on the tax payer to prove
that there has been no con-
cealment of income and no tax
evasion. With his sweeping
powers, the Taxation Officer
can estimate the assessee's in-
come as he pleases with no
s¥mem of acf}nunta‘bihg in
place. The Chairman, NBR,
rightly said, "Our present
Taxation system Yepulses the
tax prayer. Our tax system is
complex, harassing and dis-
criminatory.”

The Income Tax Act is a
complicated act. Its sim%l:ﬁca—
tion will not be easy. There-
fore, any attempt at wholesale
revision would a time-con-
suming process. The decision
makers would be well advised,
therefore, to take up some of
the obvious anomalies and in-
consistencies and introduce
measures to remove them.
Specific case studies would
help reveal many of the glaring
anomalies some of which are
illustrated in this article.

Case Study No 1

(a] The Government de-
cided to encourage construc-
tion of small flats/apartments
in multistoried buildings in ur-
ban areas to ease shortage of
residential housing for the
middle class. Bangladegh Bank
issued instruction to the HBFC
and the nationalised Commer-
cial Banks to give subsidised
loan for flats in highrise com-
plex which would enjoy tax ex-
emption for five years. The
HBFC in turn issued pamphlets
to publicise the facilities of
subsidised loan and tax exemp-
tion. The NBR got the Income
Tax Act amended to extend
the benefit of tax exemption
and issued specific instruction
for compliance by the assess-
ment authorities.

(b) The assessee took sub-
sidised HBFC loan and con-
structed 10 self-contained,
identifiable flats each measuir-
ing 1500 sq ft and applied for
tax exemption for 5 years. The
DCT disallowed the claim. The
assessee appealed and won the
?ﬂpeal for all the five years.

e DCT, with the approval of
his commissioner, filed
counter-appeal before the Ap-
Feﬂaatc Tribunal to set aside

he decision of the Appellate
Joint Commissioner. e Ap-
pellate Tribunal disallowed tax
exemption for two years. A
second Tribunal allowed tax
exemption for the third year. A
third Tribunal disallowed tax
exemption for the fourth year.
The assessee got tax exemp-
tion for the fifth year automati-
cally as this was not challenged
before the Tribunal. Therefore,
the final position that emerged
was that, altho the as
legally established his claim for
tax exemption, he could get
the bcnegt of exemption for
only two years and for the
other three years the assessee
could vﬁet tax relief only if he
was willing to fight a long
drawn out legal battle with the
NBR in the Court.

The DCTs enjoy power- to
frustrate government's polic
objectives and disregard NB
directives with impunity.
Therefore, the need for|reform

in the following areas appear

necessary: :

a) Section 8 of the Income
Tax Act provides for strict
compliance of the instructions
iss by the NBR by the
DCTs, but ne provision exists
for punishment for non-com-

.no uime to

i

prescribe methods for tax deduction at source at the full rate..

pliance. Such a provision
needs to be incorporated to
ensure accountability of the
taxation officers.

b) The Department's judi-
cial and executive functions
are not well demarcated. It is
all under one roof. under one
controlling authority. The
DCT's prayer for appeal to the
Tribunal against reversal of his
decision should have been ex-
amined by a judicial authority
within the Department and not
by an executive head who has
o into the merit of
the appeal and whose only
concern is tax revenue.

¢) Once the assessee's claim
and confention have been ac-
cepted for one assessment
year after rejection in earlier
years, provision should be
made for its retroactive appli-
cation for the previous S.

d) The Hglli.-‘ should have
power to initiate review pro-
cedure of such cases and issue
"no contest” instruction to the
Departmental representative

in appeal proceedings.

Case Study No 2

The verbal gift of the
assessee of her pro to her
children was confirmed by an
affidavit before a first class
magistrate and the mutation

roceedings completed. The
P}CI‘ did not accept the fact of
the gift for five consecutive
assessment years, but finally
accepted it in the sixth year.
Under the Income Tax Act,
the assessee would have to
take her chances for establish-
ing her claim before the apﬁ-_l-
late authorities for all the five
previous years.

Provision shaquld be made
which will make it obligatory
for the DCT/Appellate Authori-
ties to give retroactive relief o
the assessee.

! Case Study No 3

The DCT gave formal hear-
ing to the assessee's autho-
rised representative. At the
end of the hearing, the DCT
obtained initial of the
assessece's tax lawyer on the
order sheet. The assessee re-
ceived the formal assessment
order after about three weeks
and was surprised to find . that
the DCT had inflated his in-
come by making fresh esti-
mates of income from busi-
ness, from agricultural land
and finally through inflating his

ersonal expenditure. In the

earing, the DCT was silent on
these points and did not seek
any clarification from the
assessee. The DCT sprang a
surprise on the assessee.

' The NBR should instruct
that the DCT should prepare a
draft assessment order prior
to the hearing and discuss the
draft during the hearing with
the assessee's authori rep-
resentative before finalizing it.
This would help narrow down
the disputed claims and
counter claims of the two sides
and help reduce substantially
the number of appeal cases.

Case Study No 4

The ?sseanee's income ig
rentals from house property.
The assessee claimcdp zopfiafs
of vacancy allowance on the

ound that on the expiry of
the tenancy agreement the old
tenant left and it took about
three weeks to find a new
tenant. The DCT disallowed
the claim on the ground that
the DCT's office was no given
prior h’glnrmaﬂun of the WE
cancy. € assessee a e
a.:*u:!mIr t relief. i

e NBR should issue in-
struction that claim of vacancy
allowance in between two,

tenants up to a maximum of
one month should not be
questioned.

Case Study No 5

, The assessee's declared in-

come of Tk 100,000 was
raised by the DCT to Tk
120.000.00 with tax implica
tion of Tk 3000 00 only, The
assessee was willing to pay this
additional tax to avoid the
hassle of appeal. Two things
him from doing so. First, it
would be an admission of con-
cealment of income and sec-
ondly, this would become the
basis of assessment in the next
year.if went unchallenged.

A system of payment of
disputed tax claim "under
rotest” should be devised.
here the assessee lodges
formal protest agaimst e
assessment order. But waives
his right of appeal, the DCT

should be obliged to reexamine
the dispute in future assess-
ment. The tax payer should not
be forced to go for appeal to
establish that the T was
wrong. Where a dispute has
been raised by an assessee, the
DCT should reexamine the
dispute during next year's
assessment and decide the
case on its merit. The system
of assessment based on past

record should be a thing of the

The objectives of any tax re-
form measures should be to
raise more resources. lo re-
duce harassmemt to the honest
tax payers and eliminate or
drastically cut down potential
for corruption. The personal
tax rates are low and should
not encourage concealment or
tax.evasion provided we can
offer reasonable guarantee
against harassment and high-
handedness along with appro-
priate incentive package. To
thits end. the government
should give serious considera-
tion to the propeosals made
here.

To encourage Lhose with
taxable income to submit tax
returns for the first time and
to obtain Tax Payers Identifi-
cation Number. the first year's
tax return and wealth state-
ment should be automatically
accepted and would not be the
subject of any scrutiny. The po-
tential tax payer would feel en-
couraged to come out with his
income statement ence he is
assured that this will receive

automatic acceptance and he
would be free to devote his
time to his business,and pro-
fession with tax problems be-
hind him.

As far as possible, fax
should be deducted at source
and those disbursing or mak-
ing payments for services ren-
dered _, or goods supplied
should responsible for tax
collection. The NBR should
analyse the sources of income-
generating activities and,
wherever possiblé. prescribe
methods for tax deduction at

source at the full rate. Simul-

- tameously. simplified

system
should be in plaece to deal with
tax refund cases tiously.
In USA, tax withheld at source

100-200 for tax re-
turns, Retir tmm officials
with good track record should
be & as tax advisers who
could operate from their
places of residence. These ad-
visers would like the [RS
agents of US Federal Gov-
ernment advise and assist the

% contacts between

the taxpayer and the

authority should be

or drastically reduced. This
would be possible if a central-
ized system of su tax
returns to the NBR is intro-
. The NBR would forward

i

_ advisers

of bank interest is at the rate
of 30 cent. Simul

an eflicient s of tax re-

fund mechanism exists side by
tax

side. -
The NBR should engage
advisers to assist the tax pay-
érs to computer their income
and pare tax returns. The
should be paid
retainers fee and

allowed to charge Tk

monthl
should

One MP expressed his un-
happiness for not being made a
minister, while some voters
complained that their district
has been bereft of a minister.
What they do not realise is that
it is not possible to make every
MP a minister nor it is feasible
to provide each district with a
minister to satisfy the voters.

In the circumstances, 1 was
thinking aloud, can't we run
the affairs of the state without
ministers?

In Bangla, a minister is
called "montri.” This Bangla
word, irrespective of its dic-

‘tionary meaning. conveys the

impression that "montri” is
one who gives "montrana”
(advice). In . early monarchies,
a montri's job primarily con-
sisted of giving 'montrana’ to

the Monarch/King, thereby
helping him (the
Monarch/King) issue necessary,

‘formans' (decrees). In a par-
liamentary form of govern-
ment. however, a montri does
not give 'montrana’ to anyone,
In the modern democratic
setup, a 'montri' is charged
with the responsibility of
managing the affairs of some
specified areas of functions of
the state. In this context, the
designation 'montri’ does not
appear to be compatible with
tll:c functions performed by
him.

The following suggestion is
gi!lven. keeping in mind that
the present government is ex-
pected to take the country to
the 21st century.

The present trend in large
business organisatiens is to
make policies and take decih
sions at the highest level col-
lectively, rather than individu-
ally, through boards. Even the
«chief executive officer of a
business organisation prefers
to take decisions collectively
throu a management com-
mittee these days. This trend
is, no doubt, in keeping with
the ideals of democratic norms
and values.

My suggestion is that the
present ministries should be
abolished. This abolition, ipso-
facto, will dispense with the
need for a minister. In place
of ministers, there should be a
small ¢abinet, which may be
called “"Sharka¥ Parichalona
Parishad." in Bangla. The
Parishad will be headed by the
"Sharkar Prodhan” (head of the

' | M A Sattar

would be designated as such —
and not as me Minister. It
will have 4-6 other members

who will be designated simply
as member or "Shadashya,” in
Bangla, of the "Sharkar

Parichalona Parishad" and not
as minister or "montri.”

these 5-7 members will act as
one body and they will sit in
one room around a round

table. This body of 5-7|will run

the affairs of all the depart-
ments of the government

through their respective Sec- .

retaries. collectively. They will
take all decisions by consen-
sus; no note of dissent will be
accepied — the dissenler ei-

ther wins the others over to

his int of view or he is won
over by the others to their
point of view. :

« The MPs should be
charged with the responsibil-
ity of keeping a tab on the
progress of implementation of
the decisions taken by the
"Sharkar Parichalona Parishad”
in their respective constituen-
cies, particularly on the
progress of implementation of
various projects in their re-
spective constituencies, and
submit reports to the
"Parishad" at regular intervals.
Thus the MPs will have a defi-
nite and effective role to play
in expediting the implementa-
tion of the decisions of the
"Parishad.”

Besides, the various Par-
liamentary Standing Cominit-
tees will look into the working
of their respective depart-
mernits like an auditor or like
an investigative journalist and
submit their reperts to the
Parishad for its perusal and
necessary action, at regular in-
tervals.

This system of running the
affairs of the State through a
small "Parishad” as suggested
above, will have to following
merits:

1) It will reduce cost of
kr:rfin% so many ministers.

) 1t will do away with cor-
ruption and underhand deal-
ings.
3) It will ensure trans-
parepcy and reduce “tadbir”
drastically.

4) It will ensure best pos-
sible decision, as the members
of the Parishad will discuss
thoroughly among themselves
before taking a decision (by

.Jnonth, each

CONSENSuUSs). :
5) It will reduce bling
among the MPs/voters for not
being made a minister/for not
getting a minister for their
district. -
Needless to mention, the
Parishad will have one/two
private secretaries who will
maintain diaries for follow-up
of decisions taken by the
"Parishad” and for keeping
record of movement of files.
The office of the "Parishad”
will, of course, be furnished
with computer, photocopier
and telephone/intercoms to all .

- the sécretaries.

It may appear to be diffi-
cult for a "Parishad” of 5-7
persons to su and mon-
itor the activities of so man
departments, particularly
when they are supposed to act
as one body. The task will be
made easier when the depart-
ments are evenly allocated to
each day of the week. For ex-
ample, the jobs/files of the Fi-
nance, Health and Family
Planning, Forest and Environ-
ment, Livestock and Fisheries
will be looked into on Satur-
days, those of Industry, Com-
merce, Planning Communica-
tions on Sundays, so on and so
forth. This way. all the mem-
bers of the "Parishad" will ac-
uire in-depth knowledge
about all the departments of

the government and as such
they will be able Lo see the pic-
ture of the government in its
entirety which will help them
take measures when neces-
sary, in the best interest of the
country.
At the close of ever
aer:rttar% will
send a report, within 7th of
the following month, to the
"Parishad” showing the

prﬂﬁrm of implementation of
eac
cerning his department.

decision taken by con-

Thus, the "Parishad”™ will

have the advantage of hawvi

reports on all departments o
the government
different sources — one [rom
each MP one from the Parlia-

from three

mentary Standing Commit-
tees and one from the Secre-
taries themselves. The

Parishad will be able to cross-
check these reports and verify
their authenticity and take
steps correctly.

Budget in the Parliament

calibre and
cated to the cause of the na-
tion.

flinching integrity with high
oroughly detﬁ-

should be addressed to the
Head of
ment/Sharkar Prodhan, and all
visitors local/foreign will be
received and heard
members of the "Pari
lectively.

tive decisionmaking process
may be introduced at each
Fuvernnmnt department at the

management committee con-
uiatirge;funne Joint Secretary,
one

sistant Secretary
member of the Staff who all
will be nominated by their re-
spective colleagues . The Sec-
retary will act as the head of
the committee. They all will sit
in one room around a round
table and function in the same
wWay as
Sharkar Parichalona Parishad.
This way, democratic culture
can be introduced
ernment offices and semi gov-
ernment and autonomous or-
ganisations

vaccepted and
country
from corrupt
favouritism and we will have a

even without mi
will take the country te the
218t Century.
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will be presented by the
"Sharkar Prodhan" or any
other member ‘of the "Sharkar
Paﬂﬁlhainmnwmad'.
case ﬂﬂm tl'lfpl. one
member of the Parishad and
two MPs (O sition in-
cluded] should lorm a team
- with the Wm
of tlle concerned mini i
the member of the Parishad
acting as the leader of the
team. The team must submit
its ,visit report to the
"Parishad” within seven days of
its return. In the next
trip, the MPs and the member |
of the "Parishad” who had al-
ready undertaken visit aboard
should be excluded and a new
team be formed in the line of
the first one. This will
be maintained t the
tenure of the government.
Needless to mention, all
the members of the "Parishad”
are expected to be men of un-

All representations/appeals

the Govern-

by the
ﬂml_

In due course, the collec-

evel of Secretdry by forming a

ty Secretary, one As-
and one

in the case of he

in all gov-

If the above suggestion is
put to work, our
. I'm sure. will be free
ion, ne and

and efficient mment
ers, which

vacrnment] and she /he



