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insine tocny AL, BNP exchange accusations Taka devalued
& -
Article ® . again
_ By Staff Correspondent
Where do We Go The Taka has been devalued
3,%311‘131 the US dollars again by
from Here? | sa, effective [rumkmday.
said a Bangladesh Bank press
Column: As [ See It ' S rtl%?fhyfﬁtﬂrday. ——
by Ikram Sehgal ave valuation Eﬂgﬁm ;31111 Sank
: esh Bank's
Page 4 tl;uyln a;u:}:d Eﬁlﬂgrllg hf:m u:ﬁ:nd
roim 5 have been refixed
at Tk 42.05 and Tk 42.25 re-
Focus e St i e Spectively per US dollar.
The eral discussion on  at 8:30 pm. liament words used so far This is the second time that
: the supplemen budget for Meanwhile, the Speaker by MPs of both sides. the Taka has been devalued
Food Security and 1955, ﬂ,ca} in Jatiya had a mee with Chief Whip The House reached the since the AL government came
Biodiversity turned into of the Sangsad Abul Hasnat state of pandemonium when to power. The last devaluation
Page 5 I.Inn of political ora- Abdullah and Chief Whip of the Shamsuzzaman Dudu of the was made on July 14 when the
lﬂl']i’ etween the Awami  Opposition Khandaker Delwar BNP, referring to a statement Taka was adjusted downward
- League and BNP I:ﬂ;latnri E;ssain at the former's cham- ﬁf‘:dﬁh'?' n&li A};vaml!t Iéri:lague by 15 poisa against the dollar.
who severely critici eac - rendra Debnat am-
IntGrllatlonal sthers % for various past Before giving the floor to  bhu, said "Only a Hindu could JMBA (A d
miadcecl?‘iy both political and anyone nftlfr geauEPUtrnlgf tll:e compare Bangabandhu with : (Amendment)
'Srn Lanka pen economic. session, the Speaker told the the holy Quran.” “31 1
s ch ca;l‘tfa .d The accusation and counter House that no member should WHI": the utterance of the Bill "96 PlﬂCEd
80 InucK on actence accusation eventually led the make any statement in word "Hindu”, the Speaker A Bill seeking amendment
Sangsad almosts to a state of Parliament hurting the reli- asked the member to stop to some articles of the Jamuna
I Serbs to bar UN inves- andemonium that made gious sentiment of any legisla- immediately. "Otherwise you Multipurpose Bridge Authority
ugatﬂm from Exhu- aker - Humayun Rashid tor. He also asked the mem-  would be ousted from the Ordinance 1985 was placed in
aves in Cﬁwﬂhmjr adjourn the sitting bers to behave according to House,” he said. The Speaker Parliament yesterday, reports
ming gr for "five minutes" to bring back the dictates of the Constitution  further said that he would not e UNB.
Srebrenica order in the House. and the JS Rules of Procedure. allow anyone to make any =l : Communications b?“r?isll'fr
But the session resumed 80 He also announced that he derogatory remark on any reli- - : . Anwar Hossain tabled the
Page 8 minutes after it was adjourned = wotld expunge all the unpar- See Page 12 Col 3 Water logging in a city road offer yesterday's shower. — Star photo Tataivs Multipur{[;uﬂ ?ﬁggl?
' Authority (Amendiment i
= - : - =| 1996 Eur:snll]méh impljement;&
Business B a0 : tion of the bridge project a
Tk 100cr agri subsidy PM assures visiting delegation propes maintensnct -
Lolcal traders urged to uw,; R b AR
ge authority
- oogtm ks a farce: BNP All bottlenecks to be removed %7
: e removes the possible legal
» ' hurdles on way to discharging
Washington close to By Staff Correspondent * the authﬂlgtsy’ﬁfﬂ?utﬁaﬂ%ﬂruﬂpré}
. . SUures s
approving UN—I!‘&qﬂll* BNP Secretary General Ab- In a press statement, the for J a anese mvesunent maintenance and management.
for-food deal dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday BNP leader pointed out that
P 6.7 termed the Tk 100 crore agri- there were four crore farmers :
e o culture auhsidig in the in the country for whom the Prime Minister Sheikh Japanese role in reconstruc-  of the FBCCL All’p(}rt Rd most
budget arce taking into amount of the proposed sub- Hasina said measures had been tion of the war-ravaged He further said the delega- .
account the ratio of the total sidy was insi t. taken to create congenial at- Bangladesh. tion members observed that aCCIdE‘,n[*pr(}ne
amount and the number of Referring to the finance _ mosphere for foreign invest- "Japan stood by during the the new administration pro- ; :
DSE price index 1156.17 {+0.75%) farmers in the country. minister's proposal to provide ment in the country and hoped Liberation War of our cnunLr{ vided in the budget sufficient n Metrop(}lls
Market capital Tk 7932.05 ¢r f subsidy for purchase of agricul- ' : Japan would make substantial she said and hoped that the incentive on foreign invest-
Tasnsactions in velune 700965 JS to debate on ture equipment, Abdul Mannan KS Nabl new investment in Bangladesh, re- friendly country, Japan, would ment and improvement of in- By Staff Correspondent
Stmnastions i v 1 ol & = = Bhuiyan asked: "How many ports UNB. come forward to make larger frastructure. The Airport Road in the city
chinery? The marginal and y stitutionalise democracy and "We give special emphasis nance Minister SAMS Kibria at | the metropolis, according to a
d . BNP l middle poor class of farmers Senior lawyer of the | efforts are being made to im- on Japanese investment here. his office, Uwatoko praised the computerised data analysis
CSE price index 06794 (+1.63%) unng TUI€ donot buy machines." Supreme Court er m law and order to create  All existing bottlenecks will be overnment for taking steps | nade by the Dhaka Metropo-
Marxet capital T 1263.99cr By Staff Corresvondetit He further added. "the Shahidun Nabi (KS Nabi) has | investment-friendly atmo- removed,” she told the eco- or attractlrll# foreign investors. | jitan Police (DMP).
- gons in voi 54540 Yy po farmers expected that inputs been appointed Attorney Gen- | sphere,” she told a Japanese: nomic mission and hoped that “This [Pa\re the way for The DMP introduced com-
Bansncibons b wilesTk 167 er Leaders of both ruling like fertilisers, seeds and in- gra] an official announcement | €conomic mission which they, on return, would identify economic elopment of puterised data management
Awami League and opposition secticide will be subsidised.” reports UNB. called on the Prime Minister the fields where Japan can in- adesh,” he sai system for monitoring road ac-
| i BNP, after a brief debate in the He critisised the Finance H“IL“{ at her office }'Eﬂtﬂrdﬂ}' morm- vest. ¢ Finance Mlniﬁt'ﬂr dap- cidents in the city roads a year
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday Minister saying that the budget pointnmlt until lgﬂrt ouar Hasina further informed the prised the Japanese mission of | 556 DMP Commissioner Moha-
agreed to have a discussion on speech tried in vein to under- | in exercise of the constitu- She informed the six-mem- mission that the Board of In- the present government's | ;mmad Salam said at a press
fertiliser distributipn during mine the economic achieve- | tional bestowed upon | ber delegation that certain vestment (BOI) would fre- steps for creating congenial | priefing at the DMP head-
Supplement BNP rule. ment of the BNP government | him under Article 64, accord- Eh:'pu had been taken in this quently meet to create an at- a.rn:] favourable atmosphere for | gyuarters here yesterday. The
{ J‘ _The debaie ensu ed as BNP by presenting false mfurum— ing to the _regard ositive steps have mosphere attractive to Iur:ign foreign investors. press hnﬂn was also at-
- - Ahbhdhrl Mannan Ltm;l - KS NN ﬁ'k ‘10" aftfact foreig™ investment. - Commeree and Indusiries | fended b for offitials™of
ted a statement by Indus- annan Bhulyan ”““’if‘ d LE;‘“ labh whe had earlier u:ndamd mmlmenl Reciprocating, the mission Minister Tofael Ahmed at a t;g DMF.
Special supplement on tries and Commerce Minister the t}1nm“thm:nti:ﬂ 1 1S | his resignation after the last Welcoming the Japanese leader said: "We are glad to ob-  discussion yesterday told the Presenting an overall pic-
{ International Breast- Tofael Ahmed on fertiliser speec “'d[ o - LB general elections that brought | high powered team. led by serve the keeness of the gov- delegation that the govern- | {ure of the city traflic situation,
feeding Da distribution during BNP rule, 1""3““2‘5{? US ﬁ"ﬁ"w hereas | the Awami e to Uzuhio Unwotoko. Chairman of ernment and business com- ment will enact laws very soon | §alam hoped that the new
y immediately after the house was m{‘j whcré'{, s The government had ac: | the Japan-Bangladesh Commit- munity” here and informed to establish new Export Pro- See Page 12 Col 1
resumed at 11:20 am with as per the B'HQE E? th ﬁ' cepted the resignation letter | tee for Commercial and Eco-  that fruitful discussions had cessing Zones (EPZs) under R
Speaker Humayun Rashid nomic Review | h o St "L' of Nurullah. His resignation | nomic Cooperation and Toyo  taken place during meetings the private sector in
Chowdhury in the chair. nance ministry. the per caplia | . L effect from June 23 Englnttrin%cd Corporation. with the Foreign Minister, Fi- Bangladesh so that investors, ALPP meets
See Page 12 Col 8 See Page 12 Col 8 1996, Hasina recalled with gratitude nance Minister and President See Page 12 col 6
- on budget
Bubka pulls out of Games | S¢oltogue) Expen of maluon g Hems discussion
By Reaz ad o By Staff Correspondent
Slip of the tongue by some S'ugge lmpo S
lawmakers created some The Awami League Farhiam-

New Expression with
I Lenses
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NEWS BRIEFS

PM starts southern
By Staff Correspondent
Prime Minister and Awami
chief Sheikh Hasina is
scheduled to start a tweo-day

tour of the five southern dis-
tricts of the country today.

o a party press re
lease during her wvisit to

Khuina. Bagcrhal Gopzlga:q
Madaripur and Shariatpur dis
tricts, the Prime Hinial:r

would also wvisit the flood af-
fected areas of the region.

Minor boy
killed

By DMC Correspondent

A minor boy was killed
when a pile of fell on

him at tha.mn:uﬂpur in the

city
Shumon 3 was playing

when the accident occurred at
about 8 am. He died on the
spot. sources said.

RU first yr hons
class from Aug 3

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI., July 31: The
first year Honours classes
(Session-'95-96) of Rajshahi

University will begin on August
3, a varsity press release said.

Labourer killed in
wall collapse

By DMCH Correspondent

A labourer was killed when
an under-construction brick
on him near

. Mohammad
Zamal Hossain. 50, was fatally
injured and died on the way to
zDHCH hospital sources

; ;

UNIQUE UNIUN Russian gold medalist Alexei Nemov

shares a light moment

with tiny American star

Dominique Moceanu during a gymnastic gala at the

Georgia Dome on July 30.

— AFP/UNB photo

i
Atlanta 9%

ATLANTA. July 4]
Olympic pole vault was hit
double sensation here toda
world champion Sergei Bu Im
withdrew from the competi-
tion while arch-rival Okkert
Brits crashed uul afttr no-

heightin
%2 Sg-nuth Mncan had Just

lailed his third attempt at
5.60m and was still holding his
head in his hands in despair
when it was announced that
Bubka. who won his fifth world
title in a row in Gmh:nbur
last year, had quit the
ing round without tiiing a
vaidt

Meanwhile, tearful Sonia
O'Sulli van, billed before the
Olympics as a sure bet for two
olds, crashed out of the
;ames empty-handed here to-
day, trailing home a distant 10
in her opening 1,.500m heat.

The Irish world 5 000m
champion. who had failed to
finish the final of that race on
Sunday after str g with a
stomach problem. fell right ofl
the pace in the final lap of the
second heat

See Page 12 col 6

T l e

General

lighter moments in the Jatiya
Sangsad during the busy busi-
ness hours yesterday

While replying to a call at-
lention notices from woman
MP Prof Panna Kaiser, Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria mistak-
enly pronounced her name as
Kaimna Paiser  He. however
correcied the name instantly
but this evoked laughter in the

House during the afternoon
SESSION).

Taking art in the discus-
sion on le supplementary

hudqcl a I:IHP deputy. Shah Md
Hussain, did another
mistake that earned him a
“table thumping’' appreciation
from AL lawmakers. He wanted
to mention the "famine” ol
1973-74 but, mistakenly men-

tioned the riod as 1993-94
Hussain owever corrected
himself.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury very wittily asked
BNFP lawmaker MK Anwar to
‘'match” the time of his wrist
watch with that of the Speaker
whenever he enters the House
A humorous Chowdhury told
this to Anwar when the latter
drew his attention to the allo-
cation of time for MPs. whose
call attention notices (CANs)
cannot be entertained by the
Chair. Anwar had clai that
the Speaker allocated three
minutes less than the stipu-
lated 30-minute time.

The lawmakers enjoyed
some lighter moments when
the Speaker said laughingly
that he would consider em
ploying a "handwriting expert"

and keeping record ol
"lB:t:Imcn signatures of the
A all endorsed his
"noble” idea.
See Page 12 Col 7

CTBT: No change in Indian,Chinese stance

GENEVA. July 31: India and
China stood firm today in their
objections to a draft nuclear
test ban treaty on the third day

of the disarmament confer-
ence's final round of talks on

1]’1:42:(1. reporis AFP/AP.

negotiations are pretly
much where they were on
Monday™ a diplomat said
"There hasn’'t been much

change for India or China and |

don't think much will changc

this week.” Negotiations,

gun two and a half year

S
are running out of time d:‘ﬁ

tions bid to get the c
sive test ban chaty%%’ﬂ
ready for signing by the UN
Assembly in

September

But India wants the treaty
modified to include a time
bound commitment to total

nuclear disarmament
declared nuclear powers —
HBritain. China. France. Russia
and the United States — and
China |is unhap%r with
CTBT s provisions

site In

= Amjﬂﬂ led

pressure India to support the
CTBT.

Inder Kumar Gujral made it
clear earlier today
Delhi would object to any pro

by the

the
Snap omn-
tons.

Indian delegation leader

Arundhati Gomes said she had
met Tu:nd? with conference
president Ja

consultations
coming the obstacles.

ap Ramaker in
aimed at over-

Asked whether New Delhi

retained its threat to block

progress towards a consensus

of [ht 61 dtlsfatmna she
COurse

efforts to

Indian rmirnister

that New

vision in the r!r it
viewed as Ccoercion.

India has opposed the draft
treaty because it makes India's
signature necessary, alongwith
those of other countries with
nuciear capability

"If there are any attempts at
pushing forward such a text,
we will have to > such ef-
forts.” Gujral said, indicating
that India's envoy at the
Geneva talks will vote against
the draft treaty rather than ab-
stain.

trealy It

Giving India’'s first reaction
toc Monday's test in China,
Gujral said the explosion

oved that India cannot re-

iﬂuinh its own option to
atomic we

"Such testing programmes
inevitably give rise to gquestions
relating to India's national se-

" Gujral said.

C ina said the experiment,
conducted at the Lop Nor
deseri, 1,000 kilometers from
the Indian border. would be its
final test

india tested a nuclear boinb
in 1974 and some experts
claim it has assembled a
weapon or can do so quickly
But officially it has maintained
an ambiguous policy of not ac-
knowledging a nuclear arsenal
nor allowing international in-
spection of its nuclear sites.

India s to the treaty's
so-called ‘entry into force’
stipulations, which in the cur-
rent draft require the so-called
threshold powers — India,
Pakistan and Israel — to sign

the treaty in order for it to
take effect

duty compensation

By Staff Correspondent

Former Finance and Pla-
nning Adviser Prol Wahiddudin
Mahmud suggested that im-

rt duty compensation at a
at rate would boost export of
non-farm products from rural
Areas.

"By providing this compen-
sation. the environment can be
created for the potential ex-
porters and growth can be
stimulated through non-farm
activities,” he said while mak
ing the wrap up presentation
al a day long national work-
shop on "Stimulating Growth
through Rural Non-farm Activi-
ties in Bangladesh: Review of
the Experience and Search lor
a Policy Agenda.” at city hotel

Mother, son
murdered

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July 31. A
housewife and her minor son
were murdered at village
Dublagari under Palashbari
thana yesterday

According to police Lutfa
Begum, 20. wife of Amirul |s-
lam. a rickshawvan puller, and
their three year old son Saha-
jatan, were found dead inside
their house in the afternoon

Witnesses said, the neigh-
bours broke open the house
and found the blood stained
bodies of the mother and her
SON

Her husband, Amirul re-
Eortcdly left the house with

s van early in the moming.

yesterday.

Economic Relation Division
Secretary A K M Mashiur
Rahman chaired the final ses-
sion titled "Search for a Policy
Agenda for Rural Non-farm
Development.” Shahid Yusuf
and Shahidur R Khandaker of
the World Bank and Debapriya
Bhattachariya of the Bangla-
desh Institute of Development

Studies (BIDS) presented
three papers. Mamtaz Uddin
Ahmed ol Dhaka University

and Faruk Akhter Chowdhury
of USAID were the lead
discussants.

Dr Mashiur Rahman said
that the size and limit of the
targeted credit could not be
sustainable for the borrower
and especially to those who
warnted to graduate to a higher
level.

Dr Debapriya Bhattachariya
in his paper said that the rural
non-farm activities were yet to
be identified as discrete com
ponent of the economy — eli-
gible for integrated policy in
ducement and strategic plan
ning

He said that there was con:
cern regarding the substitution
effect of trade liberalisation on
the rural non-farm activities
[RNA) as the average tariff in
Bangladesh was lower than the
countries of the region, partic
ularly in India and Pakistan.

He said that synergic bene-
fits need to be deri through
institutional arrangements
based on partnership among

See Page 12 Col 7

entary Party {ALPP) yesterday
discussed in brief the ways and
means to make the Seventh
Jatiya Sangsad (JS) an effective
one, sources in the party said.
In an hour-long meeting,
held at the cabinet room of the
Sangsad Bhaban, the ALPP also
discussed the slrategies re-
garding AL's participation in
the discussion in the House on
the proposed budget for fiscal
1996 97 and the supplemen-
arjf budgﬂ for 1995-96 finan-

thlrfd by Prime Minister
and ALPP leader Sheikh

See Page 1 Cal 2
By-elections: AL
Interviews
candidates Aug 3

By Staff Corresponderat

The Awami League Parlia-
mentary Board | B) wil; take
interview on August 3 of the
candidates. who have ‘sought
AL tickets for the Septenber 5
by-election

- Seventy candidates submit-
ted their applications. yester-
day seeking nornination for
election to the: 16 .Jatliya
Sangsad seats. T he candidates
have been asked to appear be-
fore the |l-m.ember ALPB
headed by part'y chief Sheikh
Hasina at the AL central office
at 9 am on Satu rday.

On Tuesday . some 77 aspi-
rants collectr:d application
forms from the party office at
Bangabandhu Avenue.

Of the 16 JS seats, where
by-election i:s due.- AL won 5.
BNFP 6 and J:itiva Party 5 in the
June 12 eled tions.

Sarah Balabagan
freed

DUBAI, July 31:. Teenage
Filipina maid Sarah Balabagan,
whose conviction for murder
in the Untied Arab Emirates
sparked international outrage.
was freed from jail today and is
on her way home. a Philip-
pines embassy official said, re-
ports Reuter,

Balabagan was released be-
cause of her good behaviour in
prison in the Oasis town of Al-
Ain where she was serving a
one-year sentence. a staternent
in Manila said

Balab . nmow |17. was
sentenced last October to the
jafl term, 100 lashes and then
deportation for stabbing to
death her 70:year-old Gulf
Arab employer. Almas Mo
hammad Al-Baloushi

il

OPPICIAL SOFT Diing
1996 OLYMPMC GAMES

LATEST FRO
Johnson eriters round-II

Olympic 400 me tres champion Michael
Johnson cruised thr ough the opening round
of the 200 metres. yesterday, clocking an
effortless 22 55 se conds to win his heat. The
28-year-old Arnerican, attempting to
become the firs!, man to complete the 200-

| ATLANIA

400 Olympic double, ran a fast curve in his now familiar ‘golden
shoes’ to open a four-metre lead ove r the field. He then slowed to
ease home by half a metre from 'crik Wymeersch of Belgium,
second in 20 68 It was Johnson's first 200 on the track since the
final of the US Olympic trials five weeks ago when he clocked
19.66 to break Pietro Mennea's 17-year-old world record. The
second round was staged yester day evening. The semifinals and

finals will take place today




