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Muslims in Bangladesh
Monday observed the huly Eid
e- Hilndunnahl marking the
birth and death anniversary of
Pro het Hazrat Muhammad
(SM), rts UNB.

'I‘h.t ay was a public hnh
day. National flags and buntings
inscribed with a Taiyba.
both in Bengali and Arabic,
were hoisted on both sides of
thoroughfares and on traffic
islands of the capital

National flags were hoisted
atop all guvfrnnmnt and En-
vate building to mark the holy
occasion.

National dﬂllitﬁ published

ial supplements and arti-

e,s highlighting the signifi
cance of the day. Bangladesh
Betar and Bangladesh Televi-
slon put up special pro-
grammes.

Improved diets were served
in orphanages. hospitals and
vagrant centres.

Islamic Foundation and lIs-
lamic cultural centres ar-
ranged milad mahfils. semi-
nars and discussions in every

districts of the country. Dis-
trict branches of the Founda-

tion also organised fortnight-
long Islami hu-uk fairs from
Monday

Blngll Academy, Shishu
Academy. Nazrul Institute
Dhaka University and other so
cio-cultural organisations held
similar programmes. Prizes of
an essay competition on Hazrat
Muhammad (SM). organised by
Dhaka University, were dis
tributed at a function at DU
Central Mosque

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas attended a milad mahfil
held at Hangahhaban in the
afternoofn. Special munajat
were offered i1 the milad for
continued peace. progress and
prosperity of the country

Chief Justice ATM Afzal
Chief adviser of the former

caretaker government
Muhammad Habibur Rahman,

Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Prol AQM Badrud-
doza Chowdhury and Chiel
Election Commissioner Mo
hammad Abu Hena, among
others, attended the milad.
Another milad mahfil was

Miladunnabi observed

hheld in the alternoon at

Ganobhaban, the official resi-
dence of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

A two-day waz mahfil con
cluded Monday at the High
Court Mazar premises. Eid-e-
Miladunnabi processions
known as “jasne juluse” were
brought out from different ar-

eas of the city

g|uman e-Ashekana and
Ahle Sunnat Wall Jamaat jointly
brought out a procession from
Kamalapur, An umam_- Rahmani
from Mirpur Mazar And Anju-
mane Asadia Nuria Sehabhiya
from Shaymeoli

Awami League held a milad
mahfil at the party's central of-
fice al Bangabandhu Avenue
after Asr prayers. Party central
leaders attended the milad.

The party also arranged a
milad mahfil at the Banga-
bandhu Museum at Dhanmondi
in the afternoon.

Bangladesh Nationalist Part
(BNP) held a milad mahfil a
discussion at the party's
Kakrail office after Asr prayers.

The Daily Star

WB welcomes withdrawal

of lock-in

hcwl:?# Bank has welcomed
t t announcement
of mthdra':lrrnf lock-in system
and of bonus share
from taxation, which would re-
sult in growth of capital mar-
ket, reports UNB.

The Bank's Dhaka Resident
Mission chief Pierre Landell-
Mills said the security market
would attract more f in-
vestment in future with the
withdrawal of lock-in system
and exemption of bonus share
from taxation.

Landell-Mills was address-
ing a meeting with the Board
of Directors of Chittagong
?.Lﬂrh Exchange dI{,‘iE in

ittagong on ay, said a
CSE press release yesterday.

Participating in the meet-
ing. the visiting World Bank
Country Director of South Asia
Zone-1. Mieko Nishimizu, em-
phasised the importance of
macro-economic stability and
conductive regulatory envi-
ronment for a healthy growth
of capital market.

A team from the Dhaka
mission, that included Khur-
shid Alam, Owaise Saadat and
Milia Ali, also took part in the
meeting. chaired by CSE
president Amir Khasru Mah-
mud Chowdhury.

Nishimizu said sound do-
mestic policies and a
environment have been the
main factors in the phenome-
nal growth of the stock mar-
kets m East Asla

She expressed her satisfac-

By-polls: BNP
invites
nomination

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will receive nomi-
nation papers from the intend-
ing candidates to contest by-
elections in 16 constituencies
of the seventh Jati Jya Sangsad
on BNP ticket on 31 and
August 1 till 5 prn at the
party's central office, a party

ress release said, reports

Nomination papers could
also be bought from the party
office on both the days at the
same time, the press release
added.

BNP parliamentary board
will interview the party nomi-
nation seekers on August 2.

Shibir activist
killed 1in
Sitakunda clash

From Staff Correspondent
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Shibir was killed and another
injured in a clash with the ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) near Sitakunda
College on Monday. police said.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Md Shahjahan, an HSC
examinee from the Eitakunda
College. The other victim Nur
Hossain was admitted the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital.

SP of Chittagong Abdur Rauf
told this correspondent that
four activists of the BCL were
arrested today in connection
with the incident. He said the
incident was the result of a
clash that took place at
Sitakunda College between the
two groups on July 24.

Eliadah freed
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Chief Deputy Whip in the US
House of Representatives, said
that he as urged the
Bangladesh government to re-
lease McCord in view of her

Richardson said the rela-
tionship between Bangladesh
and the United States is in a
“very good shape and it will
improve".

Richardson described his
discussion with President Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Foreign Minister Abdur Samad
Azad as 'very fruitful.'

Referring to the June 12

al election in Bangladesh,
US lawmaker said: "A vig-
nruua election takes place.
There is a strong op sitinn.“

He appreciatcdpopreaent
government's development
pr ammes and policies, in-
clu on market economy

d labour.

Ri{:hardsun who visited
Bangladesh for their time in
six months, said the tour
would further strengthen bi-
lateral relations.

On eve of her d e Eli-
adah left a message for the
people of Bangladesh: "Don't
commit a mistake what I
committed."”

She thanked the govern-
ment of Bangladesh for show-
ing a humanitarian attitude to
her. Replying to questions, Eli-
adah sai in Bengali:

adesh is a nice country
which I'll remember for ever.
Assalamualaikum, Khoda

H’qg.:.
liadah's presidential
amnesty came three weeks
after the Appellate Division of
the Supreme 'Court turned
down a verdict of the High
Court Division lowering her
shment from life term to

Sgl:nn earlier sentenced
to life imprisonment in 1993
by a lower court for dru

of CSE within a short period of

less than a year

Amirl(h.uruli(_‘.hnwtﬂim

told the meeting that CSE. the
count
committed to providing a
tran ent, accountable and
compietely automated facili-
ties. It plans to introduce
satellite trading facilities in
the future.

Chowdhury emphasised pri-
vatization of some enterprises
in blic sectors, like ener
and fertiliser, which would
help expand the capital mar-
ket as well as improve the
country's financial health.

Jailbreak
Home Ministry's
probe report

submitted

three-member com-
the
the

The
mittee constituted by
Home Ministry to probe
July 13 jailbreak su

ytﬂcrﬂ . reports UNB.

Tht mmrmttu was formed
with Giasuddin Pathan. joint
secretary of the Ministry, as its
convenor. The two other
members are Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Habibur Rahman and SP of CID
Shahidullah Khan.

Details of the report on the
Dhaka Central Jail incident,
submitted to the Home Min
istry, could not be known.
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Speaker Humavun Rﬂﬁhld Chnwdhury presiding over the first meeting of the JS ﬁdvlﬂur}r Committee at the Sangsad

Bhaban yesterday. Prime Minister and Leader of the House Sheikh Hasina also attended the meeting.

BNP attends meet
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Post and Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Nasim,
Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid
Advocate, Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah. Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Opposition Chief Whip Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain. Jatiya
Party Chairman Hussain Mo-
hammad Ershad, Advocate
Rahmat Ali (AL) and Jamaat-e-
Islammi MP Kazi Shamsur Rah-
IMAr.

The meeting in detail dis-
cussed the distribution of time
and other related issues for
proper disposal of various pro-
cedures of the current session
of Parliament.

Different aspects of discus-
sion to be held on supplemen-
tary budget and the 1996-97

budget, and disposal of differ-
ent Bills and notices received
as per Rules of Procedures
came up for discussion.
Secretary of the Parliament
Secretary Abul Hashem and
Additional Secretary Khan-
daker Abdul Haq were also
present in the meeting.

Hasina: Poverty
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poverty.

Hasina said participation of
people, particularly the poor,
is indispensable for the devel-
opment and poverty alleviation.
Because of this reason we are
:tirzﬁﬁergjgcd to form decen-

ut Eow:rﬁ:l local gov-
l:rréimﬁnls. the Prime Miniiter
541

The Prime Minister thought
right allocation of resources on
right sectors could be one of
the important ways of remov-
ing poverty.

She said one lakh six hun-
dred fifty one crore taka were
spent on annual development
programmes during last two
decades, but the country has
not achieved the desired result
from this expenditure.

Ambitious targets for
growth rate were set, but they
were never achieved. A very
few programmes adopted un-
der ADP were completed as

er schedule. As a rcault the
urden of debt on the poor
people of this country kept in-
creasing day by day, she added.

The Prlme Minister said
her government was trying to
present such a budgets as
would play a positive role in al-
leviating poverty. She pointed
out that her government got

only three weeks' time to pre-
sent the current budget.

Prime Minister Hasina

stated that growth rate could
not necessarily alleviate

poverly. But if poverty is dlle-
viated, the growth rate would
c:rtain] increase. she said.
on the occasion
LGREMlnlat:r Zillur Rahman
said it would not possible to al-

leviate poverty without draw-
ing up a pro- le budget.

— PID photo

Chambers' reaction on budget
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budget about privatisation of
essential infrastructure facili-
ties such as electricity,
telecommunications. "It was
not expected that the budget
would remain silent on such a
vital development issue and
keep the investors in suspense
in view of the worsening short-
fall in electricity. telecommu-
nications facilities,” it said.

“We urge u the Govern-
ment to place the Annual De-
velopment Programme (ADP)
in the Parliament as a ture
to the spirit of natio con-
sensus on economic develop-
ment," the chamber suggested.

MCCI also expressed its
concern over the budget's pro-
vision with regard to appoint-
ment of members of the Taxes
Appellate Tribunal. "In every
likelihood, the change will be
misused to make the Appellate
Tribunal an extension of the
tax administration, thereby re-
versing a system which has de-
veloped since 1922 when the
Income Tax law was intro-
duced and also contradictin
the Government's avowe
commitment to separate judi-
ciary from the administration.”

MCCI felt that extendin
VAT to wholesale and retai
levels as proposed in the bud-
et, the requisite steps should
e taken after ful consulta-
tions with trade bodies.

DCCI

Welcoming the ﬁrupﬂsed
budget, the Dhaka C ber of
Commerce and Industry yes-
terday said that the budget
proposed some avenues
through encouraging agri sec-
tor, highest allocation in edu-
cation seclor, targeting long
terrn growth rate, highest allo-
cation in transport sector,
highest domestic contribution
lo -the annual developmernt
rnﬁramme. ADP, lowering the
ighest ceiling of import-duty
and creation of an agricultural
subsidy fund.

DCCI, however, expressed

concern that some of the bud-
get provisions might be detri-
mental to the economic
growth and interest of locai
trade and investment.

Despite specific commit-
ments for rapid industrializa-
tion, the bud et does not pro-
vide for an finite incentive
for rnth uf local industries,
DCCI noted.

Criticizing the expansion of
the VAT network and with-
drawal of lock-in system in
forei portfolio investment,
the CI said that mere ex-
pansion of the VAT base would
worsen the situation by in-
creasing the prices of most
essentials and all out with-
drawal of the lock-in system

Sunset units
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sector. market economy and
furm investment.

e new government is
propagating a very clear eco-
nomic policy,” said leader of
the mission Uwatoko, who is
the chairman of Toyo Engi-
neerincf Corporation.

ressing the meeting,
Japanese
Yoshikazu Kaneko hoped that
the visit of the Japanese eco-
nomic mission would dispel
the misunderstanding among
Japanese business circle that it
was premature to do business
or make investment in Bangla-

desh.
The Japanese economic

mission arrived on Monday on
a brief visit to study political
and economic situation in the
country and exch views
face-to-face with the
Bangladesh side on business in
general.

The mission includes lead-
ing Japanese business per-
sonalities representing Nichi-
men Co itsubishi Corp.,
Toyo nginccring Corp.,
Marubeni Corp., and Tokyo
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries.

Ambassador-

may | dize the interest of
the mﬂ:llurl in the share
market.

The Bangladesh Jute Spin-
ners Association in a 8 re-
lease yesterday said that if the
assurances given in the pro-
posed budget was imple-
mented 1t wuuld eg;n:atly elp
the t:x rt-oriented industries.

Ped that the with-
drawa] k-in system, ceil-
ing of 30 per cent IPO for the
foreign investors and fixing of
2 per cent quota for the non-
resident citizens of
Bangladesh would help develop
the country's capital market.

DSE

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
Ltd has welcomed the pro-
posed budget as it has stressed
on industrialisation of the
COUI .
Imtiaz Hossain, Chairman
of the DSE in a statement ves-
terday said that the withdrawal
of the lock-in system on for-
eign ?]ortfullﬂ would help boost
the share market, thus accel-
erating the industrialisation of
the country.

Withdrawal of the gain tax
on bonus shares, reduction of
corporate tax of banks and in-
surance companies will also
have a positive impact on
country's economy, Imtiaz said.

BGMEA

President of the B desh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA) Redwan Ahmed
hailed the proposed budget as
no new taxes were im

Noting that the budget did
not specify any incentives for
the hundred per cent rt-
oriented industries, Ahmed
expressed his concern that the
authorities did nol cc.npletely
exempt the garments indus-
tries Irom paying tax-ai-source,

sm . She was de Dr Atiar Rahman, Senior
frﬂm Airport | Research Fellow of BIDS pre-
3. '? kilograms of | sented the key note paper in
hﬂ'ﬂhh‘l 1 | the discussion.
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Lewis leaps into
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400m relay to gnld

Lewis' triumph allowed him
to equal Finnish running le-
end Paavo Nurmi's track and

eld record of nine titles in
the 1920s. Lewis' fourth title
in a row also allowed him to
match discuss thrower Al
Oerter's record of four consec-
utive titles between 1956 and
1968, He also tied swimmer
Mark Spitz for most golds by
an American.

On a hot, muggy evening
under hazy full moon, Lewis
started off slow and got better
and better, soarin .50 me-
ters (27 feet, 10.75 inches) on
his third jump.

That gave him the right to
jump last in the final group of

t athletes on the last tlgrw
at s. Lewis used that
ilege in a smart bit of :

this ﬁl.lling

on his fourth ju i en no

one caught up to him in the
fourth round.

His fifth {um was short of

his best, but with world record

holder Mike Powell injured
after his foul on fifth attempt,

Lewis didn't have
worry about.

It was all over after fellow
American Joe Greene, second
going into the last jump, failed
to catch Lewis,

Lewis, so relaxed at the
start, wore a nervous look on
his face when he readied him-
self for that huge third jum
His hands knifing thruuﬁh
air in his classic style ac-
cﬁleratad into the takeoff, legs
c ;

He lay face-down in the
sand for a moment, knowing

much to

he had gotten off a lbll]}r
medal-winning jum e
saw where he ndplnnded he

broke into a broad smile and
ut his hands on the side of
s head as if in disbelief.

Whi;nn f].:m w‘.hiul- flag went
up, signaling a clean jum
Lewis poppeﬁ up and .!'I.'Ilgd
his arms in triumph as the
crowd chanted "U-8-A, U-S-A".
He ran along the inside of the
track and applauded with the
crowd,

That jump would stand for
gold.

histo

Lewis had struggled Sunda
night simply to reach the final.
In lf;_th pllal:c bafml-_:: %;la;t
quali ng leap, with o the

31 cing to the final,
h: made the crucia] jump to
advance.

"I had to tell myself, this is
the last meet of your life. Do
you want it to end like this?"
Lewis said.

"It brought out the best in
me. | needed that.”

Yet no sooner had he won
his ninth gold. than Lewis left
open the possibility of goin
fml- a 10th — in theylm .
relay. Lewis didn't qu for
the race he once uwnq négy the
100, but he thinks he's strong
enm:gh to anchor one more re-

lay victory. )
3 thjnk Icrruvcd my fit-
ness,” . understatin

what he had done. "I'm in

shape. | would love to be in
that relay. | don't want to be
mean try to take anybody's
spot. | don't want to put any-
body in a pesition where

there's bickering, but I'd love
to run in it."

ry’s second bourse, was

tted its

H
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Girl's body found

inside suitcase
By Staff Correspondent

case which was found aban-

way station in the city yester
day morning.

According to police. the
railway security staff on suspi-
cion, picked u
fmfn platform

Mtr.r opening the suitcase
police found the body

girl inside. The body bore
marks of injuries
The identity of the wvictim

killi could not be known

immediately.

The b!ﬁr was sent to the
Dhaka ical College Hospi
tal (DMCH) for autopsy

No change

From Page |

Moreover, the open market
policy that 'did much damage
to the local business during
the last few years remains un-
touched in the budget. he said

Ahmed said there is hardly

any taxes on luxury Iitems
which are being bought with
the hard-earned for cur-
rency. Besides, he said, there
was lmlhlL! I? the bu t Lo
create or the nem-
P

hen asked about their
opinions on the budget,
from various walks of life said

the budget hardly made any
change in their day-to-day life.
‘Most ol us are c with
what prices would go up or
down" sald a . housewife al
Dhanmondi adding the new
budget did not give us any
guideline In this regard

Aboul the decision to bring
luxury items, including motor
cars and air-conditioners, un-
der the purview of the Value
Added Tax, a car trader in
Dhanmondi area said, this will
result in a steady rise in the
price of cars.

"We already pay 10 per cent
tax when a reconditioned car
is taken to the show room,"
said Naim Galffar, a car dealer,
expressing his s at fur-
ther expansion of the VAT
network.

Some people welcomed the

. decision to reduce ta.n:n un

mmuumunt=4ﬂﬁrﬂ¥

45 per cent to

This will

invest in the amusemen

tor, they said.

"1 am trying to set up an
amusement park in Rajshahi.
Reduction in taxes will give a

boost to my project, said Molla
Harun, a businessman in the
city

About reduction of duty on
double decker buses, some
said taxes on all sorts of public
vehicles should be reduced in
order to increase the number
of transport in the city roads.

An owner of a in
Dhanmondi area the
budget as, according to him,
the prices of many essentials
would come down shortly. He
said, the ent had done
well by waving taxes on man

agriculture products “"whic
would not only help the farm-
ers but also the consumers.”

Mad man

From Page 1
hammad, 30 and Shafiqg, 25 —
were rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.
Newsman rushed to the
hospital after the incident.
Talking to them minutes be-
fore him death, the alleged
mad man identified himself on
Salu and said he head a
mother. But nothing could be
known about him address and
where from he got the bill-
hook.

Asked why he killed the
vendor, Salu cried and stared
around.

Till filing of this report at
8.30 to-night, police arrested
none in connection with the
incidents.

The body of a mine-year-old
girl was recovered from a suit-

doned at the Kamalapur rail-

the suitcase
1 at about 10

of the

and other details about the

PARIS. July 30: The world s major powers
age of 25 measures to combat terrorism tnd
t them without delay and appealing

jom in a a]obal fight against political violence, reports Reuter.

adopted a pack-
to im-
nth:rllitnltn
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forward. he will not find it
backward-looking at all. His
remarks are base . We have
given clear direction for
y alleviation education.

alth and investment.”

When asked whether ex-
pansion of irrigation facility
could be made successful
without reducing
diesel. he said special mea-
sures will be taken for those
farmers using diesel pumps for
irrigation. specially in the
drought hit regions. from the
Taka 100 crore block alloca-
tion provided for in the bud-
get

The finance minister
replied in the negative when
whether the AL govern-
ment had changed the fer-
tiliser distribution system
which during the BNP had
led to an acute crisis of fer-
tiliser.

“The past government had
politicised the fertiliser deal-
ership system.” explained the
finance minister. “We could
have scrapped it. But we did
not do that because we do not
proceed with political motiva-
tion. We did not change it
n;trnilhlhﬂbecauu we are
t tnkjng o ensure
distribution of fertiliser.” s

When his attention was
drawn to the big jump in the
allocation for the defense sec-
tor, Kibria said "Defense is a
very important and it must h-r
modernised and well-
equipped. | think there should

JCD, BCL
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sought neces assistance
from the law enforcing agen-
cies in Lhis r:gard.
The provosis' meeting ex-
pressed the hope that various
Igiﬂl:ll Dmu ﬂur.llnt bod-
the
positive roles in removing
outsiders.
Earlier, the central and DU
units of the ro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra IJCDI
and the Awami Iﬁﬁ\m
Chhatra Leagu a meeting
at the Prn-ctura Office to dis-
cuss the illegal entry by out-
- signed by
In a resolution, co-
JCD and BCL (S-P) leaders, the
meeting resolved that no out-
sider and non-student would
be allowed to stay in the halls.
If necessary, the university
authorities, may seek assis-
tance from the law enforc
agencies to oust the outsiders,
savs a press release,

the price of

Sufficient incentives

be no question about il.
Whatever is in this sec-
tor. is necessary for the coun-
try.”
Respondi

to a su

the
government will review ways of
making the defense allocations
more elaborate in the budget

instead of the skimpy passing
remark it holds now.

When asked why the bud-
get allocated a huge Taka 440
crore in the "u allo-

cation” head. he evaded a di-
rect reply and said, "The fg
ernment always has the -
bility to allocate resources and
I do not lind any abnormality
in it

Iindustries Minister Tofael

Ahmed speaking in the press
conference ll that the

HHPgmmnmumihnlhuulm
ensure good

m
contributed to non- hnpkllﬂl
tation of policy decisions.

He cnt@rlcly
that the Board Investment
(BOI) that was set up in 1988
had its seventh meeting only
this month after eight years.
The sixth meeting was held
three years ago, he added.

Mugger killed

From P
about 5:45 am
Abbas and the ﬁl:hh.l'-
puller immediately started
screaming and a constable of

the chanc lice force on

duty at the "Llrkjlhpu

signaled the s

stop. Later, the Eﬂ'nltlhlt
sted at the residence of the

ritish Deputy Commis-
sioner, near to Turkish

Embassy, tried to intercept
the car as it made an attempt
to escape from the mcﬁ

Eﬂﬂﬂ:&t e

Police a I.I:llt the
gers tried te hit the cons
with the car. The constable
somehow m to evade
the attack and a shot at
the s e car from mthe

ter shooting, car
drove a few hundred ;
made a stop and the hit
Eersun wantggnﬂmd off the ‘H‘:—

cle and it speed off

The police and locals rushed
to the injured person and
found him dead.

Later in thcmndm‘ﬂs”nh‘lg
recovered the car
which was left on road no 107
of Gulshan-2.

A case has been filed with
Gulshan thana in this regard.
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