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Life and Teachings of Prophet

VERY year the Muslims,
almost the world over

E celebrate 12th Rabiul

Awwal (Muslim calendar mon-
th) as anniversary of birth ol
holy prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) with due religious
solemnity. In Bangladesh also
the day is declared as public
holiday and special arrange-
ments for holding discussion
on the life and teachings ef the
holy proﬁhrt are made
Prophets (PBUT) were sent
from time to time to guide the
mankind to lead a lile as or-
dained by the Almighty . But
in course of time and for
vested interest. the true teach-
ings of the prophets. either
were forgotten or ignored. The

first among the chain of
rophets was prophet Adam
rﬂ.. while the last was

Muhammad (PBUH). He came
at a time when the whole of
Arabia was plungell into dark-
ness and ignorance. Instead of
following Allah, the one God
and Lord of the universe, they
were worshipping multiple
gods. Ka'ba alone had 360
ods. Besides this. they in-
ulged themselves in various
vices including cruel practice
of killing female children and
revengeful activities over trivea
for generations. They enslaved
e and had lost the sense
of right jor wrong. They mnfal-
treated women and consid-
ered them as only slaves. Then
a situation like "might is right”
prevailed and life for the weak
and the poor had almost be-
come intolerable. People, par-
ticularly the*saner and the be-
lievers among them (since
there were the Jews and
Christians besides pagans) ex-
pected a saviour to come
within the indication made in
the Bible, so that he could
undo the social ills that then
prevailed.

Then in that land of dark-
ness and incivility, according
to men of learning. a male
child was born in the most
honourable tribe — Al-Quraish,
on the 12th Rabiul Awwal Em{_!
res ding to- 570 AD. He ha
luaﬁlrils father before his birth
and lost his mother too a few

ears after birth. He was
ooked after by his grandfa-
ther and his uncle Abu Taleb.
He was named Muhammad and
groomed in orphancy.

He grew up like other chil-
dren but with a difference. He
had no formal education yet he
led a most modest, chaste and
enlightened life. He never
bowed his head before the
idols of any kind although that
was in vague then. He always
sﬁnkc the truth so much so
that people called him °'Al-
Amin' or the most trust wor-
thy. He was highly respected
for his quality of head and
heart. The situation around,
that is the social #is. incivility
ete. ed himm much. At thal
stage of his early youth, he
was perha the lone person
in the world to float the con-
cept of a voluntary body to help
the distressedi¢ He formed an
organisation called

“Hilfulfuzool” to help the peo-
ple out in distress. Of course
this was a noble idea but such a
concept alone could neot cure
the age-ald ills of the society.

He led business expedition
to Syria. His honesty and

Muhammad (PBUH)

by Abu Imran
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happening it is sa}d he went
home shivering and asked his
wife Khadija to wrap him with
a blanket and narrated to her
the incident.

Hira and meditated. When he
became forty, at one point of
time, he felt something
strange within himself. It was a
Divine ordainment. Arch An-
gel Gabrail (AS) was there in

trustworthiness and purity of

‘character almost became a fa-

ble so much so that a rich lady

named Khadija proposed Him

for marria%‘e. This was ac-
im

cepted by . They lived a
happy life although it is stated the cave. He hugged him and

that the wife was much older said, "Read in the name of th
to him. ; Lord”. To this he (Muhammad)
' said. "l do know no reading".

As said, the situation around Them the Arch Angel hugged

She consoled him and
said, that he was  the true
prophet of Allah as earlier he
never told lies and lived a life
of unblemished character. Al-

kept him worried and this him over again, and he lah would never put him to
worriness grew so much with (Muhammad) began followin humiliation. To further testify
that in his late thirties he him. He was thus bestowe the incident, Hazrat Khadija

went to her uncle, who was a
great Jearned man and priest
of his time. He examined the

N

prophethood by Allah to lead
the mankind to the right path.
With this strange but real

devoted himsell to meditation #
and occasionally retired to a
cave in the mountain called .

"~ Islam Calls for Unity of the
Muslim World

He vigorously tried to unite all
‘the believers under the banner
of Islam., the Quran and his
Prophecy. Also on numerous
occasions, when there was an
eminent danger of a conflict
between the so-called Muhajir

the other prophets from their
Lord: we do not make any
distinction between any of
them, and to Him we do sub-
mit.” With this background of
believing in the genuineness
and truthfulness of all the

HE Holy Quran calls not

only the followers of Is-
: lam to unity and bro-
therhood but also the followers
of other great religions, such
as Christianity and Judaism.
The Holy Quran says: "Prophet

Muhammad (SAW) believes in prophets of God, it is well and Ansar, the Prophet (SA
what has been revealed to him justified that the Quran calls personally intervened in order
from his Lord. and so do the the believers true brothers of to cease the hostilities.

believers: - they all hetieTe in each other, The cds!ahmf htrﬂji;lﬂltl was
Allah and His aposties.” Finally. the Holv Quran rec- preserv y the Holy Imams.
According to the Quran. Islam nmmend}; its fﬂligfcrs to be For ple. Iﬂm ﬂ_!;[hnmczl;j
is the religion of all the always united and not to fight ]rnnat]j,r fad:]:l]r:u ol r.iﬂprﬂ >
believers in God. In other . .h other. because then t ey ems of the whole ul:ijﬂ
words, in the perspective and || become weak and their community stressed on Is c
terminology of the Holy Quran, e will be. destroyed. Se, .» Uity. “You .1 of the
Christianity and Judaism too ' walid and you | of the

in the Qutan thére is a strong
rﬂnmmma:id ., in faet,
an instruction for the unity of
the Muslim world which, in
the Quranic terminology, also

includes ]:tnplr of the Book,
i.e., all believers in God. in the

sghool monotheism, the secret
of all the problems of the Mus-
lim ‘countries is the difference
of opinions and lack of unity.”
Islam, as a universal religion,
does not recognize any bound-

are, in a sense, part of the
same continuous revelation.
That is why, in the Quran,
evenn [brahim is said to be a
“true” Muslim.

Furthermore, in the Quran

we read: "Say: We believe in aries based on face or geo-
Allah and what has been re- cl;?ﬂtfi}él}ﬂ?t:Shf; Fevelstions raphical location. In the
vealed to us, and what has - 51.11'3:1. as well as n the tradi-
been revealed to Ibrahim and The Holy Prophet of Islam tion of the Holy Prophet

(SAW] is guoted’ as saying:
. "The believers are like a a sin-

(SAW). the message has always

Ismail and Ishaq and Yaqub
been addressed to the people,

and the tribes, and what was

gle hand." During his lifetime

chn to Musa and Isa and to the believers and Muslims. —/

- mankind. A

signs and said, "He is the
omised prophet as made in
holy book.” This further
fortified him. Then anward
uranic revelations continued
om Allah and the whole of
the Holy Quran containing
guidance to m was re-
vealed on the holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) ever the
23 years from the age of 40.
He
was asked to. Those teach-
ings, the cardinals being
belief in Allah (one God) and
he His last Prophet (PBUH),
truth, honesty, justice, equal-
ity, brotherhood, indiscrimi-
nation, day of judgement, re-
ward for good deeds and pun-
ishment for wrong doings,
some compulsory and volun-
tary rituals etc. etc. This how-
ever, earned wrath of the
ople with vested interest.
ut he was firm  in his belief
and practices. Initially he
could not succeed much but
later after migration to Madi-
nah Sharif, he did succeed in
forming an Islamic state
which . ensured justice, eco-
nomic independence and
peace thrm‘.:-plﬁuut the whole of
Arabian peninsula and even

This
with true-teaching from Allah
breathed his last, according to
learned people also on the
same day, that 12th of Rabiul
Awwal (632 AD). Thus this day
has double importance. But
his death was not the end. He
has been living through his
teachings for ages and would
continue to do so until the day

. of dooms. S
The Prophet's (PBUH)
teachings are so great that
even non-Muslim felt no reser-

vation in paying rich tributes
since these meant to serve the
cause of humanity and ensure
peace and prosperity for the
uotations may
be worth noting here:

"l have always held religion
of Muhammad in high estima-
tion because of its wonderful
validity. It is the only on
which appears to possess that
assimilating capability to

ch phases of existence
which can make itself appeal
to every age — s Nicolson

PhD, A Guide to Islam, stir-
ling, 1951, P-16 since re-

quoted in the book, Islam an_

Introduction, page 48).

"Islam permits no priest-
hood, and because Muhammad
had to fight so bitterly against
idols, his religion discourages
portraiture. Mosques are deco-
rated with geometrical pat-
terns . [James A Michener,

Islam, the Misunderstoed Re-,

ligion." in the Reader's Digest,
American Edition May 1 )

"If all the world was united
under one leader Muhammad
would have been the best fit-
ted man to lead the peoples of
various creeds, do s and
ideas to ce and happiness
— (George Bernard Shaw — as
3uot=d in Betar Bangla. 16-30.

uly ‘96, Page-13).

The observance of the day
has its importance, but the
importance would be truly
enhanced if the Prophet's
(PBUH) teachings as contained
in the holy Quran and Sunnah

(his sayings/practices) are fol- .

lowed in words and deeds

since asked for.

preaching what he |

great man of all time

'Shrimp-farmi'ng: A Tale of
Money and Miseries

N every November 7,
since 1990, hundreds
of people pour into this
remote coastal village of
Harinkhola in Khulna stand in
silence before a monument.
The monument is dedicated
to the MEemory of
Karunamoyee, a poor woman
from the village who was shot
dead by goons hired by the
owner of a shrimp farm on
November 7, 1990.
. The mourning embodies a
losing battle thousands of poor
farmers in this coastal area

‘along the Sundarbans are fight-

ing in recent years. The local
mourners are also joined by
sympathisers from Dhaka and
outside the country.

Karunamoyee's death has
also led to organised protests

ainst the unplanned and bru-
ta u%ruwth of shrimp-farming
in the area often at the cost of
the poor people.

"Karunamoyee died only
once, but we are dying many
deaths every day." says a local
farmer.

The burgeoning shrimp
cultivation is bringing in for-
eign currency and affluence to
the entrepreneurs. Shrimp ac-
counted for the 90 per cent of
the Tk. 13.500 crore that
Bangladesh earned last year by
exporting frozen food.
Currently, .shrimp cultivation
covers 140, hectres of land
in the country. i

Ironically. the money is also
bringing in miseries for thou-
sands of people, mainly those
along the coastal belt.

It needs saline water to
grow shrimp. The saline water
destroys the fertility of the
croplands. To bring in the
saline water into these farms,
locally known as ghers, the
shrimp cultivators can be as
cruel as the sponsors of
Nilchash (cultivation of indigo)
who existed during the British
rule. Karunamoyee is one of
the victims of this cruelty.

Her crime was that she led
a demonstration of local farm-
ers to protest the invasion of
saline water into the fertile
croplands due to shrimp-farm-
ing. She was gunned down by
the hoodlums who were ille-
gally cutting an embankment
to let the sea water pass into
the farms through croplands.

In her death Karunamoyee
has inspired thousands of vil-
lagers to standup against the
Injustice. From an ordinary

r village woman her name

as now shot into international
prominence. Many who see the
unplanned shrimp cultivation
also as a threat to the envi-
ronment have joined the local
ple. The solidarity comes
also from foreign countries.

Harinkhola, near 'the
Sundarbans, is a 3-hour jour-
ney from Khulna. But the travel
is hazardous — from bus to
rickshaw van to engine boat.
Yet, Karunamoyee s death an-
niversary brings in thousands
of people together at this re-
mote villageé every year. Last
year, some environmentalists
from UK. Thailand and India
joined the local mourners.

The protests and interna-

tionai solidarity have done lit-,

tle to stop the shrimp cultiva-
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by Shahiduzzaman

tors from grabbing the crop-
lands and evicting the poor
farmers. If offer to buy the
croplands is turned down, re-
portedly, the shrimp cultiva-
tors resort to coercion.
Canals are being dug and
embankments cut to channel
sea water into the fields, as
shrimp culture requires a
steady supply of saline water.

‘Thus salt is eating up, for

Fund, soil nutrients of the
and, making croplands per-
manently sterile, ™

Farmers in many areas
complained that salt water
from ghers seep into adjacent
farmlands and sterilise those.
So, when a gher owner wishes
to take lease of the adjacent
land, the farmer is left with no
alternative but giving it away
under pressure.
there are other coercive ways
like threats and intimidation,
and also, allegedly, abduction
and even rape. Thus, shrimp
farmers are grabbing acres
after acres. People are forced
to leave their ancestral homes
and professions. ]

Take Deluti union, for ex-
ample, which is a indu
majority area where many of

the Hindus migrated to India

over the past 10 years to
escape intimidation of gher
OWTIIETS. N

Admitted UP chairman of
Kapilmuni, Rashiduzzaman:
"Many Hindu families have left,
Many poor Muslims also mi-
grated to near-by towns."

Said Sudhir Kumar Mandal
of Khaliar Char: "I heard of
those sad stories about indigo
farming during British colo-
nialists, how badly people used
to be tortured by indigo
traders. Torture by shrimp
traders now. reminds me of
those stories. These people
can go to any extent.”

Not only the villagers are
losing their farmland, shrimp-
farming has endangered the
very ecology of the region.
Salinity has seriously threat-
ened cattle population by caus-
ing acute fodder scarcity.
Trees are drying up and sweet-
water fish depleting.

Hundreds of thousands of
villagers in the coastal shrimp-
farming area are witnessing
helplessly their green crop-
lands fast turning into grey
wastelands. |

"It is a short-term gain by
the few at the expense of long-
term losses ol many. ' said an

NGO worker.
Domestic animals like cows

and bulfaloes which the farm-
ers largely depend on for culti-
vation., milk and meat are on
the verge of extinctiorrdue to
dearth .of fresh , water. and
green grass. According to a re-
cent study, there were about
1.05.5966 cattlehead in
Dakope. a shrimp-farming
thana. in 1987 which dwin-
dled to 50.000 in 1990. The
number, again. came down to
22.187 the next year.

Gausul Alam. a veterinary
doctor in nearby Batiaghata
thana. said salinity in soil was
severely affecting livestock
population, "Death rate among
livestock has reached to an

And then .

alarming proportion. Villggers
in the area are no longer in=
terested in cattle-farming",

- ' Ahmed said. .

Besides causing havoc on
cattleheads, rising salinity is
assumed to have been causing
diseases like diarrhoea, dysen-
tery, typhoid and jaundice.
According to local health offi-
cials, the number of patients
infected by such diseases are
incrcasi_n%lda}r by day.

The shrimp exporters and
maybe the government are
reaping profit, but the poor vil-
lagers are not. They are only
paying the price. A study
shows that a farmer, who owns
a land of five bigha. can earn
not more than 12,500 by
leasing out his land to gher
owners. But he can easily earn
Tk 35,000 from the land by
cultivating rice and other sup-
porting crops. On the contrary,
net earning of a gher owner
from same volume of land
stands around Tk 2 lakh.

What is really alarming is
that shrimp-farming is proba-
bly causing permanent damage
to the land. A farmer, even if
he gets back his land, won't be
able to grow crop in it,
~ Local people had 'once
fought to save their land from
salinity. As a result, Water
Development Board (WDB) had
constructed about 1000 hy-
draulic structures and 4.800
kilometres of embankment
along the coastal belt- of
Khulna, Satkhira and Bagerhat.
But the gher owners frequently
slit those structures and bring
in saline water.

Amal Halder of Pankhali vil-
lage recalled how happy they
were when a polder was con-
structed outside his wvillage.
"The polder was a great bless-
ing for us. We started growing
more crops. Those were the
golden days now blackened by
the shrimp business."

Shrimp-farming has also
fired tension in the rural soci-
ety. Armed gangs hired by gher
owners now frequent the vil-
lages. Peace is fast-disappear-

‘There is no denying that
shrimp larming has become a
boon to the connlry’'s economy.
Shrimp export letches more

than Tk 12,000 crore a year.

But the dividend is not reach-
ing the people who- are losing
their cropland. homestead and
traditional livelihood.

Few will want an end 1o
shrimp business. But authori-
ties must ensure that it be-
comes f[riendly to the local
people and ecology.

"It will be unfair to blame
the shrimp growers for harm-
ing the ecolbgy.” said Dr
Miib'uzzaman. President of
National Shrimp Cutlerists
Association. "The ecology was
already being threatened by
the unplanned construction of
polders in the area.”

Considering the plight of
the local people *TDr
Aftabuzzaman said his associa-
tion has already proposed that
|0 per cent of the earnings
should be spent for the deyel-
opment of the area and the
people's welfare i1 a special
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Comedy = Who's The Man? 18
Hnd Subtitles) 1130 World
Cnema ® La Bave Les Pims
(Enghsh Subtities) 1:30 Thriller
Pohce Python 18 (Arabec Subtitles)
330 Action - Never Say De 18
|Arabec Subtities) 530 Film Chub
Smash Palace 18 (AT abac
Subtities)
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Grace Under Fire om Star Plus. Tomight at 100



