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Opposition MPs

demand Nepalese

finance minister's
resignation

KATHMANDU July 27
Opposition lawmakers Friday
demanded the resignation of
the Nepal's Finance Minister

KRam Sharan Mahat, alleging he
violated ' the Nepalese foreign
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Sat's error on

MIAMI. July 27 A man
claiming he had & bomb I
jacked a Madrid-to-Havana

flight Friday and demanded to
be taken to Miami. where he
surrendered to police. All 232
peogle aboard were taken ofl
the Plane safely, and the boinb
turned out to be fake, reports
AP

Iberia Airlines Fligh! 6621
landed at Miami [nternational
Airport at 3 pm EDT (1900
GMT). and ence the DC-10
taxied to an open area in the
middle of the airport, police
stormed the jet.

"He indicated he had an ex-
plosive device and he told an
air stewardess that he wanted
to go to Miami.' Metro-Dade
police Detective Ed Munn said

FBI spokesman Paul Philip
in Miami gave the hijacker's
name as Saado lbrahim. about
28. from Lebanon.

[brahim was arrested on
federal charges ol air piracy
and faces a minimum of 20
years in prison if convicted. He
was lentatively scheduled to
appear in court Monday.

A Spanish government

ern Lebanon
Affairs

. Ibrahim said. "If 1

spokesman 1T} Madrid
Francisco Garcia said the
Lebanese man left Beirut on
Thursday and arrived in

Madrid after a stop in Zurich,
Switzerland. He had escaped
from a refugee camp in south
Spanish Foreign
Ministry spokesman
Inocencio Anas said in Madrid

The "bomb" he displaved to
the crew was just a lape
recorder covered with alu
minum foil, with a couple of
wires pulled out, Garcia said

According to Garcia,
putl these
two wires together, this bomb
will blow up.” He also threal
ened the crew with a letter
opener. Garcia said

“There-was never a bomb on
board the plane.” he said

The general manager ol the
Spanish airline in Miami,
Salvador Humbert, said none ol
the 218 passengers or 14 crew
imembers®*was injured. More
than six hours later, they
boarded the same plane and
continued on to Havana. The
plane arrived there about 45
minutes later.

S ugha

IﬂndSlidES ki].l 4 ill S KOI'E&: At least

four soldiers were killed and two dozen more were missing
Saturday in rain-triggered landslides as torrential rains
swamped 1he frontline area. the defence Ministry said. AP

reports from Seoul.

About 50 soldiers were buried when a

landslide hit a

military engineering unit before dawn near the central border
with North Korea. the ministry said.
Two were Killed and the rest remained missing about five

hours alter the landslide, it
near the central border with North

north of Chorwon, a city

said. The landslide occurred

Korea. 75 kilometres (47 miles) north of Seoul.

Singapore hangs 4 drug traffickers:

Four convicted drug tratfickers. a

laysian and three

Singaporeans. were hanged Friday at Changi prison in
Singapore, officials said, AFP reports from Singapore.
Malaysian carpenter Too Chai Kim, 39. was arrested in
April last year at the Singapore border for trying to smuggle
about 800 grams (28.2 ounces) of heroin in hi$ car. He was

sentenced to death by

a local court four months later. Roslan

Mohammed Sany. 29. a despatch rider was found with about
19 grams (0.67 ounce} of heroin by narcotics officers and was
sentenced to death by the court in July last year.

Rains kill 1,600 so far in China:

Fierce rains battering China have killed more than 100
people in southwestern Sichuan province, raising the death
toll nationwide to more than 1,600 after weeks of devastating
floods. officials said yesterday, Reuter reports from Wuhan,

China.

In central Bei

province,

hundreds of thousands ol

exhausted troops. police and volunteers lined dykes holdin
in the rain-swollen waters of the Yangtze near the provincia
capital. Wuhan. on guard in case Asia's longest river burst its

banks. Flood control officials in Cnugﬁin
said torrential downpours this week

in Sichuan province
ad Killed 31 people and

left 27 missing. raising the death toll from storms since mid-

June to more than 100,

ol ll »
Typhoon kills 2 in Taiwan: .
people were killed and one was missing as typhoon Gloria
swept across southern Taiwan to make landfall in China's

Fujian province yesterday. officials said, Reuter reports from

Taipei.

A seven-year-old girl was killed when a three collapsed at a
kindergarten in the southern county of Tainan on Friday. Four
other people were injured in the same incident, disaster
ﬂfﬁ(‘iﬂ]f said. A 53-year-old motorcyclist died after falling into
a river in northeastern llan and another Ilan resident was
reported missing after going fishing.

Light plane crash kills 5 in SA: .

light ~airplane crashed into a vegetable patch inside a prison
compound in Kimberley Friday killing five passengers, a
prisons spokesman told SAPA News Agency. AFP reports from

Kimberley.

The dead included two male policemen and the husband of

a staffer at Kimberley prison, spokesman Koos Gerber said.

No injuries were reported and it was not clear how many
people were on board the plane, he added.
-

US Australia forge new
defence pact

SYDNEY, July.27: Australia
and the United States ‘today
torged a new defence pact to
boost joint combat capabilities
for regional conflicts
which they said underpined
regional security, reports
Reuter.

Australian Defence Minister
lan McLanchlan, in a shift from
Australia’'s Previous policy of
territorial defence said stro-
nger security ties between
Canberra- and Washington
would see their armed forces
build a capacity to fight to-

gether off shore. -+
"Both within Australian and

outside Australia we will be

rometing thin budgetary con-
Etraint: as muchdtf

bility as
told rern ters.

Austral
Alexander
Defence Secretary

Downer,

and '

orce | mo-
possibly can,” he
McLanchlan,

an Foreign Minister
us

William
Perry, US Secretary u_f State

Warren Christopher and mili-
tary chiefs from both countries
wound up two days of annual
security talks today. -

They reaffirmed a commit-

ment to stronger relations and

pledged to help safeguard re-
gional security.

"Both sides agreed to ex-
plore ways to enhance gooper-
ative activities and cfepl]::‘:- -
ments in the Asia-Pacific
which are intended to support
regional peace and security,”
said the communique issue
the end of the talks.

The two countries made a

separate securily declaration,
similar to the agréement
boosting security cooperation
between Japan and the United
States signed earlier this yéar.

Both nations stressed their
determination that the
Australia-US alliance make an
important contribution to a

stable and peaceful Asia-Pacilfic,

at

sea level rise

LOS ANGELES. July 27
Reports that ocean levels had
risert nearly an toch 125 cen
limelres] since [|992 were in
lated by an error 1IN meEasure
ments from a satellite instru
ment NASA scientists say
ports AP

That means scientists will
have 1o revise earlier state
ments based on the erroneous
ligures that the dramatic
rise could™ ™ evidence of global
warming, climatic trouble
ahead or possible danger to
low Iving coastal areas

A programming muscalcula
tiornn with the TOPEX-Poseidon
salellite was the reason tor the
exaggerated rise, the National
Aetonautics  and Space
Administration says

Ower the next tew months,
papers with the real, final sci

re

entifically peer-reviewed an
swer will come out in jour
nals.” Victor Zlotnicki. a re
search oceanographer al

NASA s Jet Propulsion Labor-
atory in Pasadena. California,
said Friday

Launched in 1992 as a joint
project between France and
the Uinited ptates. the satellite
was designed to probe climate
changes such as drought and
flooding.

Burundian PM
resigns

BUJUMBURA, July 27:
Burundian Prime Minister
Anotoine Nduayo resigned on
Friday a day after former mili-
tary ruler Pierre Buyova seized
power in a bloodless coup. re-
ports AFP

Nduayo a Tutsi. who has
been preémier since February
1995, admitted he had failed
in his attempt to "bring peace
to the country.’

Speaking on national radio,
he said he had not succeeded
in his peace mission because
the partnership with ‘the
ousted president Sylvestre
Ntibantunganya. a Hutu,” was
extremely difficult and as a
consequence, inefficient ”

I was bad based on differ-
ent and irreconcilable aims, he
added

‘Tt is for this reason that my
government has stood aside for
a more unified team”.

He¢ said he hoped that
Buyoya also a Tutsi, would
achieve objectives which we
have not been able to achieve,
we will give him all out sup-

port in this weighty and noble
task." -

31 more bodies
exhumed 1n
east Bosnia

SARAJEVO, July 27: UN in-
vestigators digging for evi-
dence of massacres of Muslim
men have dug up a total of 31
bodies from four grave sites in
east Bosnia, a UN official said
Friday, reports AFP.

The remains are believed to
be of men fleeing the Muslim
eniclave of Srebrenica which
fell to Bosnian Serb forces last
year. Many thousands are still
missing but believed to have
been slaughtered by the Serbs.

The four sites are grouped
close to a road just outside the
Serb-held town of Nova Kasaba.
The  first corpses were dis-
covered Monday by an expert
team working for the UN imr-
ternational criminal tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia in
The Hague.

UN spokesman Alexander
Ivanko said that 25 of the bod-
ies discovered had their hands
bound behind their backs.

May his dream

come true

CALCUTTA, July 27 : An
Indian man who lost both his
legs in a boyhood accident said
on Friday that he planned to
swim across the English
Channel in September, reports
Reuter.

"I have been dreaming of
crossing, the English Channel
and 1 have practised for
months and months in the Bay
of Bengal," 27-year-old Masa-
dur Rahmand Baidya told
Reuters.

Baidya lost his legs in a
train accident in 1978 but just
two years later became an avid
swimmer, participating in
long-distance river races in his
home state of West Bengal.

The state government has
donated 8,400 dollar to make
his dream of crossing the icy
waters between England and
the European continent, come
true. !

Pulice and rescue workers carry one of the seven victims killed in a building collapse in New
Delh: on Friday. Seven people were killed and at least 15 injured when a three-storey
building collapsed while undergoing construction. Rescuers continue to search for more

than 20 people feared trapped in the rubble

AFPYUNB photo

Rumours, bomb scares grip Colombo

Lankan Tigers putting up strong
resistance to army.offensive .

COLOMBO, July 27 : Tamil
rebels are putting up strong
resistance to an army offensive
launched in retaliation for one
of the government's worst set
backs in a long and bloody
ethnic war, 5ri Lankan army
officers said today, reports
Reuter.

They said at least 42 rebels
were killed and more than 100
wounded in the army thrust
fromm a major base at Elephant
pass at the neck of the Jaffna
Peninsula. the rebels northern
stronghold until the army
overran it earlier this year.

A military statement said 17
soldiers were killed and 36
wounded as the army. backed
by tanks and helicopter gun-
ships. thrust south towards the

rebel-held town of Kilinochchi.

It said troops advanced
about six km (four miles) on
Friday. when the offensive was
lunched. as far as the small
town of Paranthan.

The town i1s at a road junc-
tior, with one highway leading
to the northeast coastal town
of Mullaitivu, where Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
overran an army base in an at-
tack launched from thick jun-
gle on July 18.

Both sides say hundreds of
fighters were killed in the bat-
tle tor the base manned by
some |.200 soldiers.

Military sources said the
ar abandoned the base on
Friday after finding it tlattened
with nothing to salvage. pulling

out under continued attack
from Tiger rebels

Earlier report says: Sri
Lanka on Friday threatened to
draft into military service peo-
ple spreading bomb scares
after the jittery capital
Colombo was gripped by wild
rumours, state radio said, re-

The Sri Lanka Broadcasung
Corporation said rumour mon-
gers would be forced to join
the military, which is hallfillg
Tamil Tiger Guerillas. The
rebels were blamed for a
deadly train bomb attack on
Wednesday which killed 70

people.
Meanwhile, more than 100
Buddhist monks staged a

peaceful demonstration in the-
Sri Lankan capital Friday.

US Secretary of State Warren Christopher (L) and US Defence Secretary William Perry (R)

poses with their host Australian Prime Minister John Howard on Friday. The Americans
are 1n town for the annual Australia-United States ministerial consultations focusing on
defence and security. More than 20,000 personnel will take part next year in one of the
biggest military exercises since World War Il as part of expanded defence ties announced by

the US and Australia.

— AFP/UNB photo

. president Sukarno
| ousted

*

JAKARTA July 27 The
Dutch colomial bungalow hous-
ing the headquarters of Indon-
esia s opposition Democratic
Party (PDi) was a shamble
today after police raided the
building to oust political
activists entrenched inside
reports Reuter

The windows of the sprawl
ing single-storey building were
asmashed when members of a
govwernment backed rival PDI
faction ‘hurled stones at the
headquarters under the eye of
hundreds of riot police who
surrounded it at dawn 5

Inside. the building was
dlefended by supporters ol
Megawati Sukarmmoputri, daugh-
ter of Indonesia's late founding
who was
last month by PDI
rebels at a government-backed
L OnNgress.

itnesses said the defend-

ers hurled small fire bombs

and stones from within during
a standoff that
than two hours.
In nearby lanes, police bat
| 1led with stone-throwing ac-

lasted more

. opposition PDI HQs

livisis trying to break liens to
reachh the building. Soldiers
fired one or two tear gas can
nisters when a small group ol
demonsirators broke away
from the main crowd and ran
down a side street throwing
stones at gathering troops.

A bus which brought mem-
bers of the rival anti-Megawati
faction to the site in a central
Jakarta residential district
was set on fire sending
plumes of blacksmoke billow-
ing into the sky

AP adds: At least 1.000 riot
policemmen stormed the head-
quarters of an opposition
rart}r Saturday. flushing out
nundreds of supporters of pro-
democracy leader Megawati
Sukarnoputri holed up inside.

A reporter on the scene
said dozens of pe were in-
lurﬂl as the activists fo t
ack. Ogie bus was set on 4
Two armoured cars stood by.

“There were pitched t-
tles. There were lots of
injured,” said the reporter
from the British Broadcasting

I.'_'.ﬂ-rp_

Off the Record

iriend. Camilla Parker Bowiles a 5,000
lars) ring possibly signalling the couple plan ‘to become en-
gaged, a British tabloid reported yesterday. reports Reuter.

The Daily Star said there would now be speculation about
which finger Parker Bowles would
gives 4l to her on August 28, the day his divorce from
ome final.

A spokesman for Prince Charles was not immediately avail-
port.

British medja has been speculating on whether the Prince
will marry Parker Bowles ever since it became clear that his
€ to Diana was on the rocks.
such move would be deeply unpopular among Britons
and could undermine his chances of succeedi
Queen Elizabeth on the throne opinion :

The royalty-obsessed Star reported that the Prince bought
Diamond ring from the traditional London jew-

What a mess!

GRAND ISLAND, Nebraska: A woman who had stock
s0 much trash in her house that she had to go in an
through a bedroom window was ordered on Friday to clean

Frincess Diana is due to

ihle for comment on the re

1 5-year-marriag
Any

the Ruby an
ellers Asprey's.

up her act, reporis Reuter.

For 15 years. officials in this South-Central Nebraska city
have been locked in a legal battle with Bonnie Gilpin over her
habit of amassix:]g garbage in her one-storey hun%a_lnw.

istrict Jude Teresa Luther ruled on Friday
that Gilpin's home was "hazardous and unsanitar” and ordered
her to clear it out by August 26 or face the prospect of having

All country

it cleaned for her.

"She has literally filed the house to the ceiling
staff.” Grand Island city attorne
"Anything from literally rotting food, vegetables.

sent back "stunnin
Ganvymede, NASA o

Ganymede's surface last month.

"They're stunning.” Galileo projéct manager Bill O'Neil said
before a briefing here. "They show tremendous structure on
the surface that is just mind-boggling."

Scientists- believe Ganymede
ridges and craters on the moon indicate the surface pulls
apart and fills with flowing rock.

Ganymede is the largest moon in the solar system, with a
diameter of 3,269 miles (5.230 KM). Earth’'s moon is 2,155

miles {3.448 km) across.

Ring for his beloved
possibly a signal

LONDON ) Hedr to the throne /Prinee Oharles has bought his

Stunning pictures of solar

system's largest moon

PASADENA, Calif: The unmanned Galileo space probe has
' close-up pictures of Jupiter's huge moon
cials said on Wednesday. reporis Reuter.
e high-resolution images were taken by an on-board
camera that can capture features as small as 33 feet (10
metes] across. (Galileo passed within 524 miles (840 km) of

pound (38-860 dol-

ut it on when the Prince

his mother,
polls have showed.

ed
out

with this
rs said.

Charles Cuype

as an earth-like crust. but

Hutus don't expect army coup to end three years of violence

BUJUMBURA, Burundi, July
27. Tulsi soldiers hold target
ractice in the field outside a
Ithy, abandoned psychiatric
hospital. Insidé, thousands of
Hutus take refyge after losing
relatives in the ethnic slaugh-
ter. reports APF.

Jean-Claude Kashinda and
his sister would rather stay
inside the stuffy building.
where [lies swarm and tattered
sheets are strung for privacy,
than venture into the mosfly
Tutsi capital.

Despite promises from
Burundi's new Tulsi president,
Pierre Buvoya. Kashinda and
other Hutus don't expect the
bloodless army coup to end
three years of violence that has
killed 150.000 people.

"Buyoya won't bring us
peace, " said Kashinda, 20,
who arrived five months ago
from the nearby Kamenge
neighbourhood after his par-
ents died in ethnic wviolence.
"We are afraid of being killed.”

The head of the Hutu-dom-

inated FRODEBU party — the
largest of 12 parties in the
evernment that was over-
thrown Thursday — also feared
violence would increase in the
tiny central African country.

Jean Minani, in a statement
from his exile in Kenya, urged
members of his party to
"forcefully reject” Buyoya and
called for an international
force to protect Hutus.

Western leaders have con-
demned the coup. fearing it
could inspire Hﬁm{- warfare
on par with neighbouring
Rwanda's 1994 genocide,
when half a million people,
mostly Tutsis, were slaugh-
tered. So far, the West has said
nothing about sending troops
to restore President Sylvestre
Ntibantunganya.

A day after the coup. sol
diers removed roadblocks in
Burundi's capital, businesses
reopened, and the mostly Hutu
women who live in surround-
ing foothills returned to the

central market to sell fruits

and vegetables.

The borders and airport
were to reopen Saturday
morning, state-run Burundi
Radio said.

No violence has been re-
ported in the rest of the
country since the new presi
dent was named Thursday. a
N spokesman said on condi
tion of anonymity

Buyoya, a 46-year-old army
major. said the military in
stalled him as president
Thursday to stop the killing.

.1l he change is not a classic
coup,” Buyoya said Friday at a
news conlference. ‘It is an ac
tion to save a people in dis-
tress and stop repeated mas
sacres and killings all over the
country. '

In the capital. which is
mostly Tutsi, Buyoya (pronou
nced boo-YO-yah) has many
supporiers.

his is what the people
need now — someone (o reas

sure them that the country is
in good hands,” said psycholo-
gist Charles Nditije.

Buyoya is believed to belong
to the moderate wing ol the
Tutsi-dominated. 12, 000-
strong military and said Friday
coup leaders' goal is to restore
democracy. "That could take
|12 or 18 months. We cannol
speculate.” he said

Buyoya staged a coup in
1987 and ruled Burundi until
lune 1993, when he was de-
feated in the countrys first
free and fair elections in June
1993 by Melchoir Ndadavye,
Burundi's first Hutu president.
Ndadaye was killed f{our
months later by Tutsi para-
troopers in a failed coup.

Since late 1993, at least
150.000 people most of them
civiians, have died in spiraling
violence as Hutus, outraged at
being robbed of their chance at
power. have steadily taken up
arms againsi the Tuisi military
Hutus make up 85 percent ol
Burundis 6 million people,

Tutsis 14 percent

Ntibantunganya
(pronounced en-tee-bahn-
toon-gan-yah) has been at the
US ambassador's residence
since paratroopers surrounded
governmenti buildings in the
capital Tuesday night. Embassy
spokeswoman Judith Kaula
said he had not resigned

The German Foreign
Ministry said its ambassador in
Bujumbura was sheltering 18
Hutus including several prom-
inent political leaders

LIS State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns
said Friday in Washington that
the administration is reviewing
its dirs 3 million in humanitar
ian aid for Burundi and a dirs
50,000 program for training
military officers

UN Secretlary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali and the
Organisation of African Unity
said the international com-
munity would not recognise a
Burundian governmen! in-
stalled by force




