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Let it be Waived

Given Indin's whopping annual trade surplus
with Bangladesh. the countervailing duty imposed
by her on certain Bangladeshi exportables does
not quite stand to reason. It is basically out of
touch with the current bilateral ambience for get-
ting things on an even keel between the two
countries with one of the mutually accepted focal
points of attention being the trade imbalance it-
self : India has three billion dollar worth of share
of the cake annually while Ba esh accounted
for exports to India in the order of 70m dollar —
as in last year. The fact that two-thirds of the
business operates through illegal channels rein-
forces the argument for a much more organised
approach to be taken at the inter-state level to
bilateral trade than what is being demonstrated
now.
Against the backdrop of expectancy and antic-
ipation for bridging the trade gap and
Bangladesh's self-inspired lowering of her own
tariff structure for an easy access of goods from
the region to her markets, Indias protectionist
duty comes as something of a damper to
Bangladesh.

The levy of 20 per cent on our jute carpet,

high demand in the Indian market, could have
been justified if (a) we had offered a price lower
than what was obtaining in the home market or
in a third country implying that we were dump-
ing the goods in the Indian market; (b) if indus-
tries+<in the jimporting country, manufacturing
similar items were being put at a disadvantage by
the imports; and (c) if there were specifio com-
plaints about the same from the local industries
before the Indian government. On all these
counts, argue our businessmen, the countervail-
ing duty does not seem tenable. .
Thank God, the existing forums between Indja
and Bangladesh are well-poised now to take up
the issue and solve it for the good of both coun-
tries. The Joint Economic Committee formed by
the Confederation of Indian Industries and the
MCCI, Dhaka is there to be nudged and already
the matter is before them. We are hoping that in
the light of an earlier discussion on. the subject
with the Indian Foreign Secretary Salman Haider
when he was in Dhaka, the JEC meeting will deal
with the question at a greater length and get it
over with at the earliest.

Pulling up the Socks

This year China has been experiencing one of
the worst floods in its histpry. Floods in India may
not have been that severe yet; even so, they are
very much there. Scientists are becoming more
and more convinced that an unusual global
warming is taking place to put the seas in a spate
and make the rivers across a vast territory of the
globe swell, too. So it is only natural that the ex-
iguous Bangladesh delta will encounter an inter-
play of cascading and swelling waters, which is

likely to prove far too challenging for it to cope
with. '

The build-up of floods has been gradual and it
is clearly on a woisening course. Commensu-
rately, our preparedness for floods and their at-
tendant ills will have to be extensive and exhaus-
tive. Our national resources are not enough to
tackle such a calamitous situation. The flood in-
formation centre should by now have made a real-
istic assessment of the nature of the deluge and
the various needs for lessening the sufferings of
the victims. This will help us strengthen th
equipment base for our preparedness. '

The challenges ought to be met on two fronts:
a) providing emergency relief, treatment and
shelter; and b) allowing no scope for any section
of people to make the most of a helpless situation
facing the majority of people. Already relief and
medical teams have been deployed to reach suc-
cour to the victims but we are about to face the
twin challenge of scarcity of the essentials and
their galloping prices. Dislocation of communi-
cation has to be tided over by making alternative
. arrangements. Mechanised country-boats can be

indust

Control Mechanisms of Income Tax Administration

NLY 550000 assesses
paid income lax in the
financial year 1993-94
which is less than 0.5 per cent
of the population. While there
are aboul 30000 companies in
the country and only 15228
companies paild tax in FY
1993-94 fle there are 2.5

. mjllion employees in private
garments °

sector (excluding
) and peveral other
(more than 1 5 million emplo-
yees) in public sector. only
82856 salaried ﬂn&b{m—pmd
income tax 993-94
Furthermore, a huge amount of
tax-money remained arrar
every year. Arrears of income
tax is one of the highest in
Bangladesh. Arrear of incdme
tax as a percentage of
collection was 60 per cent In
Bangladesh in IQEE, 36 per
cent in India in | , and-less
than 10 per cent in Japan, UK,
and USA

This writer studied 56
small neering enterprises
at Dholaikhal and Zinjira and

observed that majority of small
business enterprises-could
manage to remain outside the
income-tax bracket and 76 8
per cent of-the sample enter-
prises did not submit income
tax retum in the FY-1994-95
A profile analysis of these units
reveals that owners of 83 7 per
cent of these units maintain
domestic servants, 39 5 per
cent of the units have house
property and domestic ser
vanis, 23.3 per cent of the
units have a car, and 16.2 per
cent of the units have all the
facilities 1. e.. house property.
car and domestic servants
Most of these units' annual in-
come is higher than taxable
limit of Tk 55000  Furthe
rmore, 90 r cent of the
owners of these units have
direct aflfilation with certain
litical parties. They also in-
uence tax inspectors by
money or power so that they
are not bro t under tax net.
Although they are small they
have their stgong association
and each of them contributed
Tk 50 to Tk 100 (depending
on size)] to the executive
committee of their association
which in turm gave the amount
to the income tax inspectors
as bribe for not bringing them
under tax-net.
Most of the small business

, account

Umkrthc_;rmntry-kmithm, appears that an mqﬂﬂudﬂ;ﬁt

S -y

-

how he has arrived at the estimated income. Instead he just says past records’ or 'business appearance’

as the basis for estimation

units do not maintain any for-

mal books of accounts ly 4
units out of 56 units main-
tained formal profit and — loss
and balance sheet
whereas the rest 52 units
maintained rough sheets with
cash receipts and cash pay-
ments. In these cases where
proper books of accounts are
not available or are inadequate
assessing officers make an es-
limate of income on the basis
of appearance of business
housé, assessee’'s house prop-
erty, car. number of employ

ees. children, telephones. etc

There has been a tendency
among the assessees to report
an underestimated total in

COme (Cases on income tax
reported in Bangladesh Tax
Decislons (BTD) reveal this
tendency In the period
1992-94. total of income
(losses) reported b ten
assesses was Tk 2101 and
total income estimated by offi-
cers M those cases was Tk
1694957, i e., an under-esti-
mation of Tk .1715974. or
101.2 per cent of estimated

income. Under the present
'lﬁnu-m it however, appears
Lthat an assessing officer does

not give detailed explanation
as to how he has arrived at the
estimated income. Instead he
just saysd past records or
‘business appearance as the
basis for estimation What are

ast records or what is that
‘business appearance are nol
clearly mentioned in assess-
ment forms. The then Finance
Minister rightly mentioned in
his budget speech (1993 94)
that under the present system
there is no specific provision
in law for the assessing officer
to record in writing his objec-

tions regarding the assessee's

return and to allow the
aAssessec an opportunity to
submit his replies in writin
before any hearing is allo
to him. Many assessees have
complained that they do not
get adequate-opportunity to
put forward their views.

They also complain that
their statements are not at all

considered in finalising the
assessment. Under the pro-
em the a of -

ﬂﬁn record in writing his
objection or reasons for his
dissatisfaction and allow the
assessee to file his views in
writing. If the assessing offi-
cer is not satisfied with the
assessee's explanation he will
issue notice for he on the
assessee. In addition, the
assessing officer shall have to
regord the justification for
computation of income in the
assessment order. The pro-
posed measures will miake the
process of assessment much
more transparent
Furthermore. under the
present system an assessing
officer has the sole authority
over an assessment An
Inspecting Joint Commiss-
ioner of Taxes (LCT) verifies

only 10 of the assesaments
on random basis However it

appears that in many a cases
IJCT does not correct the
current year assessment [(if

there are lapses) instead he
advises the assessing officer to
be cautious about those lapses
while assessing in the future
years Furthermore, group
assessment (assessment by
more than one-assessing
officer) can be used in certain
complicated and big cases and
verilication by the WCT in
those cases can be made
compulsory. This can help
increase monitoring and can
reduce irregularities in
ASSessInent

Compared to India work
load of the assessing officers
appears to be higher in our
country. While average work
load per officer in India |s
1205 files, it is 1426 |In
Bangladesh. Furthermore,
37. of the sanctioned posts
of assessing officers are ?',?mg
control

vacant.

The important
mechanisms viz , survey, intel-
ligence and investigation, and
inspection are not functioning
according to objectives, The
objective of survey is to iden-

tify new petential assessees
and to bring them under tax-
net. Since e sur-
vey has been conducted only
twice. Again. t continued
for only two months and then
discentinued for political in-
fluence. The objective of the
Directorate of Inte and
investigation is to unearth tax
evasion. From 1994 the de-
partment is not wor ac-
cording to its objective rather
functioning as a normal zone
for collection and disposal
Even before 1994 performance
of the department was not. sat-
isfactory in terms of alties
and prosecution ere has
been no penalties imposed up
to 1976 and there is not a sin-
gjc evidence of ution till
ate. In the 1993-94 ad-
vice for action was given only
in less than 15% of cases
against which complaints were
lodged. This writer inter-
viewed 31 tax officials inchad-
ing the
Inspecting Joint Commissi-
oners, Deputy Commissioners.

Assistant Commissioners, and

inspectors. Majority of the re-

spondents interviewed believe
that in addition te a central in-
imvestigation
in

telligence and
there should be a circle
each territorial zone for inves-
?Igann[

~ommissioner will

and one
Commissioner under
They argue that each and

him

control mechanism has limita-

Lions.

For example. if there is only
intelligence.

one central
Commissioner of this

spotting out the proper

cooperation of other

commissioners

gence then it may not be pos-

sible to unearth evasion when

officers Iin a

Therefore, a central

e e ——— =
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gence as well as territorial in-

telligence are expected to give

a better result. There is an-
other income tax department.
calleds the Directorate of
inspection. It's objective is to
inspect various categories of-
files selected from territorial
zonal offices on a random basis.
The activities of this depart-
mert also a to be at very
low-level. Directorate in-
ted only 320 files in the
Y1994-95 and advised to re-
open only 64 files or only 20
F:r cefit of the in files.
urthermore. two-t of the
sanctioned posts are lying va-
t:D:lnt 11:2*:5 this ;_::partmcnt,
NER has started publishing its
annual reports only from the
FY 1992-93. This is a signal of
lack of transparency in admin-
istration.
Moreover, there is almost
no data on the activities of im-

Commissioners,

tax evasidn. Bach
have one
investigation circle with two or
three Deputy Commissioners

Inspecting Joint

part.
ment hardly have the means of
cases
for investigation without the
area
Again when
there is only territorial intelli-
gence and no central intelli-

territory join
hands in the evasion process.

intelli-

portant directorates viz., sur-

vey. intelligence and i

tion. and inspection. i is sur-

ising to see that only two
ines have been contributed in
s about the
Access to
is highly
my

the annual-report
activities of the DIl
these directorates
restricted. To the best
knowledge no empirical re-

search work has been-done on
their role. although the World
Bank has done some studies,
ific data could be found
The ratie

no s
in these studies.
between the highest and low-

est grade of pay under the l]::re
senit natio pay scale is 11.1]
times (Tk 10000/Tk 900}

There are 20 grades of pay un-
der the national pay structure.
cent of the
the lowest

pay and [jving at par

More than 80 per
em S are on
grades of
or slightly hi
levels.

more than 4 to 5 times.
Furthermore. the present in-

centive scheme Is vague and

subjective. The present in-

centive sysiem
€I

gher than y
In the dﬂdrﬂ\:&-

iries the ratio usually is not

rewards an

extraordinary ini-
tiative and meritorious ser-
vices in detecting evasion of

tax. What is an extraordinary
initiative and meritorious ser-
vices have-not been defined
because these variables are
subjective and difficult to de-
fine. Furthermore the detec-
tion of tax evagion is not a sin-
gle person’'s job rather it is
LI:II.I.IH!' a team m

Therefore, hardly any in-
stance of rewards earned by
the staff was known so far.
One alternative is to distribute
certain percentage of collec-
tion {other than collection at
source] in excess of certain
budgeted level of collection as
incentive payment. As a resulit
employees at large will have a
motivation to increase the
amount of collection and thus
increase their remuneration.
Performance-related pay is
Very now-a-days in the
deve countries inclu
UK and USA net only in private
enterprises but also in
sector viz., the National
Service (NHS) in the UK. The
payment is howeveér not auto-
matic; there are some disci-
pline issues. For example, an
em ee¢ shall not have at-
ten late fer work more
than 12 times in a year. If
these discipline issues and
other service rules are fol-

lowed by. it is a si |
that aﬂl employees mgna

efficiently towards the organi-
sational goal.

Tax aveoidance and evasion
are common problems in al-
most everywhere in the world,
The above contral mechanisms
EEP'EI:I" to be important to curb
these behaviour. ‘Control’
should net be taken-in a nega-
tive sense. Control means to
guide people to behave accord-
ing to pre-set standards and
policies which are essential for
efficiency and good perfor-
mance. When wants are un-
Himited but means are limited
an individual has a to
behave for his or her own in-
ferests even at the cost of
others' interests. There lies
the need for control. Control
helps people to enjoy their
own ts under socially ac-
ttﬂc standards, policies,
ruies, and regulations.

The writer is an as
professor. Department 3
Accounting, Dhaka University

By-elections in Sixteen Constituencies : ‘EC Faces Test of Time

HE Chief Election Com-
missioner Muhammad
Abu Hena has announ-
ced that by-elections to 16
arliamentary seats will be
id on 5th tember, 1996.
Election in these
constituencies were held on
12th: June. 1996: but have
now fallen vacant as per Article
71(a) of the Constitution of
the People’'s Republic of
Bangladesh, which is as fol-
lows: "Within thirty days after
his last election the person
elected shall deliver to the
Chief Election Commissioner
a signed declaration specifying
the constituency which he
wishes to represent. and the
seats of the other constituen-
cies for which he was elected
shall thereupon fall vacant.”
Immediately on such decla-
ration as to which constituency
she/he wants to represent,
Article 123(4) of the
Constitution comes into force,
which states : "An election to

- fill the seat of a member of

Parliament whieh falls vacant
otherwise than by reason of
the dissolution of Parliament
shall be held within ninety
days of the occurrence of the
vacancy.” Accordingly nine
MPs have vacated 16 seats, of
which 10 seats were held by
chairpersons of BNP, JP and
AL. BNP has vacated six seats,
Jatiya Party five seats and
Awami League five seats.

Naturally, the winners expect
their nominees to be elected
from their respective vacant
seats plus other seats, because
of the nature of constituency-
wise politics, on vacancy, and

'not
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In any case, EC remains the focal point to

canduct free and fair by elections, even under a party

government. It would be easier for EC and voters alike, if ID cards could be issued to the

___voters of the 16 constituencies in question:

theé parties and voters. In such
a sensitive situation. the role of
Efection Commission (E€), as
an independent constitutional
entity, can hardly be overem-

phasized.

The voters had seen free
and fair election on 27th
February, 1991. which led to
the establishment of Fifth
Parliament. It may be recalled
that parliament election '91
was widely acclaimed, nation-
ally and internationally. Of
course, there was allegation of
'subtle rigging'. but that could
make any vent in the
minds of the voters. But,
by-election in Dhaka-]
(Mirpur) constituency on 3rd
Feb. '93 when disputes ardése
on election result, the
credibility of Election
Commission seemed to be
warning. Earlier, it was

expected that technical
limitations. that were noted in

1991 election. would be
quickly rectified: and updated
modern electoral system. as
prevalent in the near-by coun-
tries. would be introduced.
That expectations in respect of
prelparatiun of proper electoral
rolls. identity cards and
proper delimitation of con-
stituencies etc did not materi-

Meanwhile, Magura by- -
election was held on 20th

March '94, where wide scale
allegations of rigging against

after -

by the opposition parties.
Awami League observed half
day hartal throughout the
country and asked for cancella-
tion of by-election result. The
mainstream opposition parties
brought to the m the issue of
care-taker government and
started movement from end of
April, 1994. The political
stalemate and agitations con-
tinued till 30th March, 1996
when a non-party caretaker
government took over power
to hold Parliament election as
per thirteenth amendment of
the Constitution, passed by the
disputed Sixth Parliament.
After the Chief Adviser of
non-party caretaker govern-
ment assumed office, the
Election Commission was re-
organized with Mr Abu Hena
as CEC, on his retirement as
Member of Planning
Commission. Before his join-
ing, the outgoing CEC, Justice
Sadek had performed the
registration of voters, delimi-
tation of constituencies, updat-
ing of.the Electoral Law and
Code of Conduct, and started
issuance of identity cards to
voters etc. The re-organized
EC could make use of the
works, as aforesaid, in the
election on 12th June, 1996,
But no headway is yet seen in
regard to issuance of identity
cards to voters, which are so
much needed to ensure free
and fair election. It is not un-

work of issuing ID cards is net

receiving due attention,
although requisite personnel
and ma s are 1o

be available with . Does it
mean that the EC wants to fol-

low the previous practice of

suspending the provision of ID

cards ‘for voti An average

voter would have been ha

to get the ID card, rather
oing
now his/her voter number,

which is asked by the polling

staff at the polling stations.
Electipn Commission also

should not ignore the com-

plaints made by the candidates
concerned and take a defence:-

plea under the cover of law, so
as to instill confidence in and
resirain them from insinua-
tion. A closer look at the
statements published in the
press would indicate that ir-
regularities were reported by
AL candidates also, who lost in
the last election. For example,
Syeda Zohera Tajuddin, com-
plained that local administra-
tion at Meherpur-1 did not re-
spond to her reports on the
polling day. In 1991, this seat
was won by AL, but in 1996 it
went to BNP. To tell the com-
plainants that EC has no juris-
dfction or advice them to go to
the Election Tribunal, if they
want, are not ‘enough. The
complaints of terrorism. per-
secution of minority voters and
vote buying etc. may not be all

to the party camp to

dimensions of such com-
plaints, which EC can only
neighbour-

S Te-

grapple with. We
instances from our
ing countries. As
ported biasness of the

personnel, EC needs to con-

sider precautionary measures
for the future to ensure free-

ness doubt.

What would be the outcome
elections of coming 5th
September? Parties are con-
cerned with it, and not the EC
which is now to hold free and
even under a
government. As such, the
take note of the role

former CEC Justice

of by
fair election,
ma

Abdur

uf under the non-

party caretaker government in
1991 and later on under the

party government, for do
the needful. We have tou
this
former CEC
"controversial” in the

There were surely reasons

as to why leaders con-
tested in the range of 2 to 5
seats and won in the last elec-
tion. The same position ma

not prevail, when polling wt[‘{
be held in -2.5 and 6,
Kurigram-3, Bogra-6 and 7.

Sirajganj-1, agerhat-1,
Hhul'}na—l:lﬂhuln-l, f’iro -2,
Shartiatpur-1, Sylhet-4,
Laxmipur-2, Chittagong-1 and
13 on 5th September 1996.
JP chief has , his  will
contest in all the_ 16 vacant

point before: how the
became

Minister in the government of
Sheikh Hasina; it would be

amusing to see as to what
would be the issues to fight

with in the by election a

the contesting parties, particy-
larly between JP and AL.
Further, constituency-wise _
party polities, local conflicts
and of candidates
cannot be ignored. The

cal somersault of Barrister
Moudud Ahmed, from JP to
BNP, allegedly to contest in a
vacant seat, has con-
founded the voters. is
apprehension that other can-
didates and may follow
suit; altheo the voters have
already expressed their dis-

likes to such ¢ of
colours the can tt:!:.rft;
the last |

In any case. EC remains the
focal point to conduct free and
fair by elections, even under a
party government. it would be
easier EC and voters alike,
if ID cards could be issued to
the voters of the above 16
constituencies. It is learnt that
30 per cent of the total voters
have already received the ID
gards. So, it may not be diffi-
cult to deliver cards in the
16 constituencies, if not al-
ready done, by enforcement of
the process started in the field
before. EC has already asked
for Tk 10 million to d the
by elections. It is, however, not '
known whether the Head of ID

cards is icluded in the ex-

nditure. We hope the EC will
able to st the test of

time and give good return of
public money spen

t. by ensur-

post electoral assessment, by

the party in power was raised

- =T

derstood why this important

unfou . There are political -seats. One Jatiya Party MP is a_ mafm:mrmﬂffranchiu.

of immense help. The important thing for the
government is not to leave any room for dishon-
est merchants to trade in human misery and ma-
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nipulate the market to line their pockets. The
IRRI and Boro crops were not affected by this
year's floods, so the rice price should not soar be-
yond the commonman's purchasing power.

‘How Unbecoming!

When a high' government official commits an
offence of the type that an ordinary private citi-
zen does, he deserves a punishment severer than
that which ought to befall the latter. This is be-
cause he has gone against his years of training
and his given role as the custodian and enforcer
of rules and regulations the corpus of which
constitutes the law of the land. His breach of
conduct is no ordinary crime for another very co-
gent reason which is that it can have the most
adverse demcinstrative effect not only upon his
subordinates but also on the potential crooks in

our socilety itching to live by odd examples,
- On Saturday, a prominent Bangla daily pub-
lished a front-page news item about a joint secre-
tary of the ministry of science and technology
who had withheld information about himself and
managed to get three passports in his name.
While applying for one passport he had the wiles
to state ‘business’ as his purpose. Given the na-
ture of his offence, which was duly proved, he
seemed lucky to have been rather mildly pe-
nalised: his salary increment put off by two years.
The harsher punishment of six months' impris-
onment and fine of Tk 2000 as prescribed under
the Passport Ordér, 1973 was not apphcd in his
Behind this provenly guileless act one discov-

ers a particular mind-set at work wallowing in
the belief that intra-governmentally officials enjoy
an invincible immunity. It is good to see that dis-

proved once in a while.

v
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Sir, It appears from the
newspapers that the govern-
ment has decided to lift 'Lock-
in' period system for the {or-
eign investors in the primary

share market from next-

August. The reported reason is
the non-participation of the
foreign investors in the pri-
mary shares during the last
one-and-a-half years i.e. since
‘Lock-in’ system was intro-
duced. The report also men-
tioned that of the market
players of the: Dhaka Stock
Exchange, business leaders
inclu Chambers executives
and share brokers are in favour
g abolishing the 'Lock-in' sys-
['ﬂ. .
Before changing any system
the authority must examine
the reasons and the circum-
stances which lead to the in-
troduction of the system to
find out as to whether those
reasons are no longer tenable
and as to whether circum-
stances have c X
‘ Only one year's 'Lock-in’
Fcriu-d was introduced for the
oreign investors of primacy
market when it was seen that
they were purchasing primary
shares not with the intention
of the investment but with the
intention of trade. They pur-
chased shares rgserved " for

them by depriving the loeal

then
at a
in-

small investors and
earned profit by sellin
h rate to the big
m. Thus they were r

ing, not investing in rea
terms

Most of the market players
of the DSE, business
- incl Chamber executives
also gained in fhe process be-

@eservation of prim

cause they happens to be
sponsors of the companies
who were allowed to float
shares at premium rates with-
out proper examination by the
Securities and Exchange
Commission. Their floating of
shares at premium rates dis-
couraged the "National
Investors” of small means and
encouraged the foreign in-
vestors. "National Sponsors"
got benefited by floating at
premium rates. And that is the
reasons the business leaders
including Chamber executives
and share brokers opposed the
‘Lock-in' system. In India and
Pakistan three years 'Lock-in'
system have been workin

from the time the system o
reservation of primary shares

for forei investors were in-
troduced.
°  There should not be any

shares
for foreign investors without
‘Lock-in' period. If the 'Lock-
in' period is abolished then
capital shall flow out of the
country instead of flowing in. If
the government abolishes the
‘Lock-in' od, then it will be
a sort-sighted action.

Abu Ahmed
Juarshahara
37/1 (First Flour), Dhaka.

Public letters

Sir, As conscious citizens of
the state many members of the
public write letters, petitions
and send their appeals on vari-
ous matters ranging fyom per-
sonal to natio and interna-
tional affairs, to the ministers,
secretaries to the Government
wl Bangladesh, heads of the
government departments and
public sector rations, for
their kind perusal, information

and necessary action. Some of
those letters are also published
in the 'Letters To The Editor”
column of various dailies and
weeklies.

But unfortunately most of
the time those letters, petions
and eatfpeals are not at all at-
tended to, replied or even ac-
knowledged by the authorities
concerned. Is it not a violation
of human rights of the mem-
bers of the public? , :
. We request our newly-
elected government to kin
look into the matter and to is-
sue strict and special instruc-
tions to all concerned to ac-
knowledge the receipt of let-
ters, petitions and appeals
from the members of the pub-
lic with a view to carrying out
and discharging pgovernment
duties, works and re sibili-
ties smoothly and efficiently
and also for the sake of ac-
countability and transparency
in the government.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203.

Government of

consensus or what?

Sir, It ap]p-eu:s that speak-
ers, journalists and leading
writers are in confusion about
the proper appellation of the
present government. Is it a
codlition governmment? The
government denies it. Is it a
marria#e or living together as
some has suggested? 'Conse-
nsus’ in dictionary stands for
"general agreement or
concord; harmony.” We don't
find it in practice. Consensus
can also be used for "majority
of opinion," which may be
applicable in the present case.

But when JP (may be JSD
next) claims to be in op-
sition then the confusion
mes worst compounded.
More appropriately, the
sent government may be -
ignated as a bloc. ‘Bloc' stands
or "a group of le, as vot-
ers or legislators or coalition of
factions, political parties, or
interest groups, that works or
votes for or against specific
bills, roposals. or ideas: the
farm b :

Perhaps, | can offer a more
accurate definition of a bloc
(borrowed from Nirad
Chaudhuri): "A combination of

ersons or interests, usually _

nharmonious, byt temporarily
drawn together a common

cause.” And only future can tell
which!

Rab Chaudhury

The present la
a.'nd er situation

Sir, It was heartening to
hear from the new prime min-
ister and the new home minis-
ter that law and order will be
their topmost priority in run-
ning the affairs of the state. But
unfortunately it seems law and
order is deteriorating virtually
everyday with hijack, loeot,
murder etc., taking place at an
alarming pace.

It seems some elements are
makin all-out efforts to
destabilise the social order,
thereby creating economic
uncertainties and jeopardising
the society's peace and life as a
whole. The wvaliant [reedom
lighter who is known for his
determination and fearlessness
is now the home minister.
Things must improve quickly
now, and for that, he has to

re- .

take actions without any fur-
ther loss of time. We hope the

government will prove its
mettle and keep its promises
before it is too late. '
Faruguddin Ahmed

Minto Road, Dhaka

opposition

Sir, Soon after the conclu-
sion of the unprecedented
elections in Bangladesh held
on June 12, normalcy has been
restored in the country and in
public life. Now the ﬂeoplc are
sincerely observing the politics
led by the oppositions and
ruling parties in playing posi-
tive role in the economic de-
velopment of the country and
sustaining political stability
herein.

Recently two consecutive
incidents rendered by the
main opposition BNP made the
Fcopt: wonder and despair so
ar. The first one is about the
removal of the portrait of the
ﬁr:at leader Sheikh Mujibur

ahman from the Cabinet
room of the JS. The MPs of
BNP expressed their severe
reaction seeing the portrait of
Bongabandhu on the wall of the
Cabinet room. Later on, follow-
Inﬁ an instruction of the Chief
Whip of BNP (former| Delwar
official of the
Secretariat

Hussain. an
Parliamentary
pwlled down the rait. The
report was widely covered by
Lthe local dailies and made the

ople flabbergasted for such
einous and vindictive role of
BNFP MPs. Professional. cultural
and social erganisations con
demning the matier severely,
ave stalements, ral-
ies and brought out proces-

tion shoul
veloping the country
recent announcement — the
fixed amount i.e 38,000 cusecs
of water — 1
concerned as
makers of the country
could demand our due share.
Does she want to mean 38,000
cusecs of
Ganges flow is our due share?
Replying to a
Ing
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad said, "it is not understood
why she wants to reduce the
availability ol
44 000 cusecs as the case dur-
ing
Le

of the amount of sharin
Ganges water, seems to a
silly sagacity of the BNFP pelicy
makers. Because the amount
announced by the BNP would
not only be a plus
India it would alse throw the
the government into trouble
during
held with India over the sHare
of Ganges water

Md. Mus v Rohman
4/6 hﬂﬂnﬂw

Sions

The second one is about the

sharing of Ganges water. Just a
few days ago BNP Chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia announced
in a series of her mass contact
meetings in Feni district that
her party would demand the

al share of Ganges water

and it would not be less than
38 thousand cusecs.

| hope that with five-year

stagl in power Begum Zia has
gathe a lot of experience on
politics. In a democratic sys-
tem of a government, opposi-

play fair role in de-
. But her

ade the pt‘ﬂ,)ll.‘
]l as the policy
. She

water from the

uestion regard-

former PM's assertion.

water from
the period of Awami
ue to 38. W) cusecs .’

The earlier announcement
the

yint flor

the next meeting to be



