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Prospects For City Transport System

It _is long since one lias
heard any talk ol doing any
thix for Dhaka s horrnble
public transport system A
cording to long sufferig
commuters, Dhaka's pitiahle
transport situation had beern
going by default more because
of the fact that people at the
policy-making levels suffered
the least from it.

Against this backdrop. it
was, ‘therefore. a welcome
piece of news that the gov
ernment has decided to recast
the transport system in the
!li_ﬁht of the needs of people

e government is reportedly
planning to initiate a 121 7
million US dollar Dhaka Urban
Transport Project (DUTP) to
improve the city s communica
tion network. The project is
expected to be launched with
funding from the World Bank
The project has both a short
term and a long-term objec
tives. At the moment. we are
more interested in the short
term objectives which seek to
streamline the mass transport
facilities with particular em-
E:laaia on increasing the num

r of private sector buses, he-
sides removal of traffic man-

agement constraints and
ysical infrastructural bot-
tlenecks. By the turn of the

century, Dhaka will become a
megacity, and the transport
system will have to handle a
far greater number of com-
muters. The long-term objec-
tives of the project have been
tailored to deal with the issues
involved.
The World Bank made ob-
servation that rickshaw-
plagued traffic has been a ma-
or factor discouraging private
us operators to invest in
premium services in city
routes low or no-profit in a
dictated tariff environment
was identified as another ma-
jor factor behind the absence
of quality bus transport in

liaka cly
thirs account that the govern
Lhid Tl
tartt! structure for buses offer

introduced
routes in next three months

eral
dressing every
problems besetting the trans-
port

By AS M Nurunnabhi

It 1s perhaps on

lately relaxed control on

Hig premium services which
recently led to the announce
ment that luxury buses will be

o select  city

While the city roads con

tinue to suller increasingly
from congestion with the stea
dy growth of new motor vehi
cles, 1l was recently reported
that according 1o the autho
rity concerned. the delay
caused by trallic congestion in

the capital costs more than
Taka |60 crore every vear. one

of the main reasons cited for
congestion is that the city has
a number of missing huks in
road networks which are ob
stacles to smooth flow of tral
li. The city roads interses

Lioiis are not made on the
modern principles of road de
sign to control the volume of
traffic. Besides. lack of provi
sion lor separating slow and
last moving vehicles in the in

tersections and on the road
links. absence of fly-overs on
the critical rail-road and road
road intersections are cited as
among the other
congestion and

City roads

reasons for
delay in the

The DUTP consists of sev
components, each ad
aspect of the

seclor within the
urview of the short-term and
ong-term objectives. The

planners have decided to sel
up a project
committee, which will oversee
the process of implementation.
It will ensure a better coordi-
nation and exchange of infor-
mation among the government
agencies concerned. The gov-
ernment is also reported to be
thinking in terms of setting up

coordination

a public consultative egroup
with a view to gathering useful
infor mation about the practical
needs ol people

It is early now to form defi-

nite ideas ol the proposed im-
provements until the details
ol the project preparation
studies, expected to gc Com

pleted in three phases by 1997
are known Among the spe-
cific areas likely to figure in
such studies for action are re-

ported to be civil works.
equipment for traffic man-
Agement. institutional streng
thening and policy studies.
The most important factor
while we consider these is

sues is that the project need
be processed for implementa
tlon with a sense ol urgency
In this context, it may be
wrong to assume that Dhaka's
rickshaws which  operate
cconomically on almost 95 per
cent ol the road system can
be eliminated totally in future
because many roads and areas

dare nol accessible to buses or
nit buses Moreover Hhere is
the question ol rehabilitation
ol the large number of people
dependent on this occupa
tiornn. What seems possible to
achieve al present is lo keep
the main transport corridors
iree from rickshaws and other
slow-moving vehicles

Though the present disar-
ray ir our transport system 1is
somewhat different in nature
because of the overwhelming
of presence ol rickshaws,
other Asian cities like Bang-
kok. Manila, Hong Kong are
also lacing tremendous con-
gestion problems which they

are trying to grapple in their
individual ways. There seems
to be no scope now for

dithering in our case because
of the approaching 21st cen-
tury with the attendant in-
creased demands for ex-
panded communication and
transport facilities

BIRDEM : Implication of body

~_From Page ]
upon as a slight on the gov-
ernment. In this particular
case it may looked upon as a
slight on the PM's office. as
Mr. Alamgir is personally re-
sponsible for its creation.

So how free will be the DAB
National Council be to reject
the Committee’'s findings? We
are afraid, very little. If that be
the case, then what sort of
precedence does this set up?

Where did the idea of a
committee originate? In the
morning( 24th} meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister and
DAB Council leaders, where
ministers and Mr. Alamgir
were also present. a whole
range of issues were discussed
but not that of any committee.
We suspect that it was either
an after though or spur of the
moment decision. In either
instance, the implications of
forming a government com-
mittee was not thoroughly
thought through. Apgain the
wisdom of involving the Prime
Minister's office (which carries
with it the prestige of the
Prime Minister herself] ap-
pears not to have been totally
understood. Because once the
Prime Minister is seen to be
involved then any failure
amounts to be the failure of the
whole government.

The natural persons to be
associated in resolving this
problem should have been ei-
ther the health, or the social
welfare minister. If they were
considered too high, then
their secretaries could have
started the ball rolling. How
did the PM's secretary come
into the picture, and why? By

so choosing was not the pres-
tige of the concerned minis-
ters and that of. the ministries,
severely undermined?

It must mentioned here
that we think that the Council
did not defend the interest of
the institution forcefully
enough when the suggestion of
the three member committee
was suddenly placed before it,
A dumbfounded Council ap-
peared to be taken totally E}r
surprised, as this decision was
literally thrust on it. It did not
discuss the TOR at all. Mr.

Al r cannot be faulted for
imyj his thoughts because
not bei challenged, he ma

have understood that Counci
members agreed with him.

BIRDEM was definitely one
of the very few organisations
that national and in-
ternational fame after inde-
pendence, and of whose
achievements we were so

d. Its noble mission, and

ts cheap rate and quality ser-
vice (a most rare combination
for adesh) made it almost
a 'miracle’ of a success. One
reason for it was the strict dis-
cipline with which the institu-
tions was managed by its
founder Dr. Ibrahim.

Since his death the man-
agement has gone through

imany ups and dogwns. Finally.
in the lasl several years it
seems to have found its way
again which is marked by the
tremendous progress it has
made lately in the expansion of
ils services, Its present plans
to become a regional and in
ternational centre of excel-
lence, and also to reach its
services throughout the coun-
try, are marks of its well justi-
fied self confidence.

However the wvirus that has
killed or debilitated many of
our good and dynamic organi-
sations seem to be afflicting
our beloved BIRDEM - namely
that of irresponsible unionism.
While we are in favour of
healthy and watchful trade
union movement protecling
and imﬂmving the rights of
the workers and the employ.
ees, we are forcefully against
those who try to destroy good
management practices and tie
the hands of the management
in bringing in innovation.
modern technology, competi
tiveness, transparency, ac-
countability and greater effi-
ciency.

As we may know the crux of
the present conflict lies in the
attempt by the management to
introduce 'contract' service
provision for future officials.
Presently the Inanﬂtfﬂmﬁnt car
hardly take any disciplinary
action aganist any staff. The
firing’ authority of the man-

ement stands greatly curbed,
almost non-existent. The new
service rules, which is to sup-
plement those introduced in
92, will not apply on the pre-
sent cm%lnyees who will con-
tinue to be governed by the ex-
isting service rules till re-
tirement. (It may be noticed
that the last :mpfn}rees action,
forcing the management to ac-
cept new service rules heavily
tilted against management's
freedom to act, occurred in
'92, soon after coming of a new
government. and well before
it got time to settle down. Are
we seeing a repeat of that tac-
lics - ‘force the government to
yield before it gets time to

Khaleda
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ers '

The BNP chairperson told
them to have patience and give

befitting reply politically for
the attacks and Egrassmem by

intensifying organisational ac-
tivities and strengthening the
at all levels.

he advised them to in-
Crease mass-contact and moti-
vate the people to merge with
nationalistic politics.

The BNP Standing Commit-
tee meeting was attended by
Barrister dus Salam Taluk-
dar, Oli Ahmed, Saifur Rah-
man, Dr R A Gani., Tanvir
Ahmed Siddiqui, Amanullah
Aman, Ehsanul Kabir and Abul
Khair Bhuiyan.
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settle down and take tough ac-
tions’).

What we have at BIRDEM is
Employees Welfare Associa-
tion, and not a trade union.
This distinction has been de-
liberately downplayed by the
striking staff members, and
one to which Mr. Alamgir did
attach much importance ei-
ther. But the very future of
BIRDEM lies in keeping this
distinction alive by all parties -
management, staff and the
government. All must work
together to uphold everything
that this distinction stands for
and underscore it in all their
actions.

There is another distinction
that appears to have been set
aside in the case of BIRDEM-
that between a government
body and a private, non-profit.
social welfare oriented profes-
sional organisation.

Did Mr. Alamgir's handling
of the BIRDEM situation pgive
out the right signals? Did not
his actions bring down the
prestige an‘dl authority ol Lo
managenient who will have ic
run the mstitution on a day to
day basis? One can understand
his eagerness to resolve the
strike -both from the point of
view of the suffering patients
and that ol the prestige of the
government which did net
want a oprolonged strike zo
early in the day But soluticn at
what price? Wasn't things
done a bit too hurriedly? W ere
the rights of a private, self run,
independent institution full
respected? Haven't we set o
an unhealthy precedence of di-
rect government intervention,
instead of working with the
management to solve problems
with its employees? We stil! cn
not know what really has been
agreed to? The staff feels that
they have got it all. The man-
agement does not know much,
and is basically marking time
till the report of the three
member committee to come
along. Was Mr. Alamgir really
fair in selecting the committee
members? Shouldn't he have
asked the Council for some
names, at least to show that
the Council's view mattered?

Suddenly. the future of one
our best known, immensely
successful, dearly loved, and
sorely needed institution
looks uncertain. Will it go the
way most others have gore,
where the government unduly
and unwittin got too in-
volved too quickly.

(Next: Comment on the in-
cident connected with Banga-
bandhu's picture)

Turkish traders
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who was present at the meet-
ing, assured his countrymen
that Bangladesh was friendly
and protective to foreign in-
vestors.

Dr Tawfik-e-Elahi Chowd-
hury briefed the delegation on
the overall situation of the
country's economic sector as
well as investment prospects.

The Turkish delegation in-
cluded entrepreneurs from
various sectors, including tex-
tiles, apparels, engineering
and construction.

The Daily Star
Two share markets |
experience 'some

corrections’

By Rafiq Hasan

Thé two share markets in

the country experienced ‘some
corrections’ last week after a

steady {:nrth over the previ-
Ous weeks, sources concerned

S;eslllng pressure prevailed

in the markets last week after

several weeks of boomi
trade. resulting in ups an

downs in the all share I
index and other market m
cators

Although the all share price
index at the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change last week (DSE)
marked a slight rise over the
previous week's record, the
over all situation at the market
was not positive always.

The index rose by 13.16

points, from 1095.99 points to-

1109.15 points, at the closing
of last week and the market
capitalisation marked an in-
crease by Tk 167 .74 crore
compared to the previous
weeks' record.

The All Share Price Index
at Chillaﬁ:mg Stock Exch
(CSE). owever, fell 8.01]
points to 459.51 points last
week from the previous weeks'
451.50 points.

The market capitalisation of
the CSE also declined by Tk
18 crore to Tk 4116 crore
from the previous weeks' Tk
4134 crore.

Although the week (last
week) had started with a
bullish trend at the two share
imarkets in the country. they
hecame bearish in the middle
ol the week

The all share price index at
DSE registered a new record,

Dudayev now in
Germany?

MOSCOW. July 26 Former
Chechen separatist Jeader
Dzhokhar Dudayev is living in
Germany, having fled war-torn
Chechnya in April the Russian
daily Komosokolsokaya Pravda
said today. contradicting re
poris of his death, reports AFP.

Ludayey fled to Gernmany via
the Russian republic of Dages-
tan, and was recently "at a
NATO base near Munich ®
Pravda quoting sources said

Body to probe
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a body would be constituted to
probe the incident.

It was reported earlier that
in a fire at the Chandpur Trea-
sury. some ballot papers and
related materials of Chandpur-
2 constituency were burnt.

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam was elected {rom that con-

stituency.
There were allegations that
lhe fire incident was pre-

planned. A preliminary probe
report. however, said the fire
was caused by electiric short
circuit

Maid murdered

From Page 1
€ra was working at about 7:15
pm. All on a sudden Imran
took the kitchen knife and
stabbed the maid indiscrimi-
nately.

Police sent the body to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy. A case has been
liled with Shabujbagh thana in
this connection l]asl night.

BNP: Floods
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on the opposition activists.

Bhuiyan demanded ade-
uate relief materials for the
flood-affected people, subsidy
in the agriculture, exemption
of cultural credit, financing
the tarmers to buy cattlehead,
distribution of seeds on free of
cost, sinking of new tubewells,
adequate medicine, introduc-
tion of test relief programmes
and rehabilitation of the af-
fected people.

He also called for freeing
the relief and rehabilitation
activities in the flood affected
areas from politicisation.

The BNP secretary general
urged the party leaders and
workers to dedicate them-
selves to the services of the
flood-hit people.

Hasina
From Page 1

meel the Bangladeshi commu-
nity here and attend a recep-
tion to be arranged by the
B adesh embassy here.
eanwhile, an inter-par-
liamentary delegation from
Dhaka is due to arrive here
next month. The delegation
will be led by Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid. A detailed pro-
%amme has been drawn for
the Bangladesh parliamentari-
ans to meet Chinese leaders.

India imposing
'From Page 1

plained that melamine wares
and automotive battery were
routinely subjected to such
Fenalt without any complaint
rom local (Indian) manufac-
turers and any investigation
whether dumping prices were
bci:f offered.

etropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industr
(MCCI) has already ueste
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Ministry of
to take up the issue with their
Indian coun .

The issue of countervailing
duty came up for discussion
during the visit of the Indian
Forei Secret to Dhaka
earlier this month.

MCCI has also taken up the
matter with the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, formed be-
tween the Confederation of In-
dian Industries and the MCCI.

The JEC is due to meet in
Dhaka on where the is-
sue in likely to be raised.

reaching 1110.82 points on
Saturday. The market capitali

sation on the day also reached
a record high of Tk 7542
crore.

The market Iindicators
started f just after that
day and continued for the next
Lhree days.

On Tuesday. the all share
price index at DSE declined to
1088.89 peoints, making a total
of about 21 points in three
ﬂ’!l mm-

But the share market
turned positive again in the
last two of the week when
the all share price index and
other major indicators started
returning to their earlier posi
tons.

Out of 124 average daily
traded issues. prices of 62 is-
sues gained, 58 suffered losses
while 3 remained unchanged

The average turnover in
wolume was more than 5 lakh
44 thousand and in value more
than Tk 10 crore.

Market operators and

others concerned termed the |

recession normal saying it was
usual that the share prices ol
some companies which expe
rienced much increases over
the weeks might go down for
‘correction.’

The prices of some issues
had gunr up because the de
mand for shares was higher
compared to the supply of
those, which had created a
liquidity crisis in the market.
said Hasan Farugue Khan Jin
nah. a member of the DSE
“The share market is quite
normal and | foresee a good
future of it", he added.

Prof Abu Ahmed, President
ol Bangladesh Share Investors
Forum sald the future of the
share markets depends on the
economic policies in the next
b el

Il the budget puts emphasis
on private sector and steps are
taken to accelerate the privat)
salion process, the share mar
ket would gain further, he said

Two more new issues were
listed with the DSE last week,
increasing the number of
listed companies to 203 from
201. The issues were Anwar
Galvanizing and Imam Butlon
Industries.

Olympics
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best country in the world. The
only way they can get us back
is cheating,” said welter-
weight Fernando Vargas after
he lost B-7 to Romanian Mar-
ian Simion.

On the seventh day of the
Games, the spotlight finall
swung onto athletics wit
Jefferson Perez giving Ecuador
its first ever Olympic medal
when he accelerated away in
the last kilometre to win the
men's 20-km walk.

The super-fast track could
spring some real surprises at
the Atlanta Games where one
of the first highlights this
weekend will be finding "the
fastest man and woman on

Gail Devers of the United
States gave a timely reminder
that she will not surrender her
100-metre sprinting crown

without a st_ru%le,
R&u:in%l in the last of seven
heats, she burst out of the

blocks to clock a highly re-
spectable time of 10:92 sec-
onds.

Her arch rival, fellow
American Gwen Torrence, who
won the world title last year
and is hot Olympic favourite in
her home town, had a com-
fortable enough victory too.
finishing in 11.17 seconds.

HSC admission
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institutions, however, are no!
covered under this admission
rule,.

The sources said that the
ministry had already sent in-
structions to different colleges
to follow the admission rules
introduced last year by the
government.

In its directive issued in
October last year, the ministry
had stated, "The government
and non-government degree
colleges shall admit students
on the basis of marks obtained
bg' candidates respectively in
the SSC and HSC examina-
tions."

"Neither there shall be any
test for the admission of stu-
dents nor the shall be
charged any fee for admission
test,” the directive had said.
"Students shall apply in forms
issued by respective colleges
for admission," it had added.

The admission rules said
“The institutions shall declare
the number of available seats
prior to admission and the
students shall be admitted on
the basis of marks obtained by
them respectively in SSC and
HSC examinations."

The rules mention, "The
list of students admitted to the
colleges shall have to be pasted
on the college notice board ac-
cording to the number of seats
declared by them on the basis
of marks obtained by candi-
dates along with another list of
50 per cent candidates on the
waiting list.”

Besides the education min-
istry is yet to decide how to
re-check the answer scripts of
those SSC examinees whose
results were withhled due to
error in up the set code.
Various 8 are ex-
amined and the final decision
is expected shortly, the
sources said.

Instructions have already
been sent to examination cen-

tres to iden those invigila-
tors who the errors
made by

students in filling up
the code, they added.

AL programmes
to observe
Mourning Day

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League has chalked
out an elaborate programme to
observed the National Mourn-
ing Day on August 15 this year.
commemorating the 22nd
death anniversary of Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah- |

- C urrency notes Upen market

Imian

The programme was fi
nalised at a meeting ol the
party s Central Working Com-
mittee held at its central office
Estrrdav with party chief and

ime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu
jibur Rahman who led the na
tion to independence was
killed on August 15 in 1975 in
a military putsch

The programme includes
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| were recovered from Zia In-

\ traced til

hoisting of the national fMag !

and party flag at half mast a
black flag atop the Banga
bandhu Bhaban and the AL
central office and all other of
fices of the party at 530 am
placing of wreaths at the por
trait of Bangabaselhu at 7 am.
offering fateha at the graves of

the martyrs of August 15 at
/ 30 am, destitute feeding at
different wards in the city

from 12 noon to 2 pm. holding
of milad mahfil anjpu}rﬂu at
places of worship and bringing
out a mourning procession in
the city at 4 pm

Mscussion meetings would
be held at thana and ward
levels in the city throughout
the lirst week of August. AlL's
Iront organizations will observe

programmes throughout the
month

AL council
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as a place ol pilgrimage. should
it e deprived. Party chief
Sheikh Hasina approved the
ided and expressed Lhe view
that the mortal remains should
remain at the original place
and a monument could be
crecied in the city in memory
ol the late leader

Al the begging of the meet-
ing, AL General Secretary Zil-
lur Rahman proposed a condo-
lence on reference some emii-
nent personalities and party
leaders and workers who Hied
or were killed after the last
meeting of the ALCWC. The
meeting adopted a resolution
expressing profound shock at

the deaths.
L

Ctg.: 501082, 503578, Kiwsina: 20304, Bogra: 6215

Lett make
things better
PHILIPS

WASHINGTON. July 26:
Madrid to Havana has been hijacked to Miami. Florida. CNN

television reported today quotin

An [beria airlines fligh

t from
Federal Law Enforcement

officials. The jet was carrying 210 people. CNN reported,

repon ts AFF

Owner of bag yet

to be traced

By Staff Correspondent

The owner of the bag from

which foreign currency notes
worth about Tk 2. 78 crore

ternational Airport (ZIA) late
Wednesday night could not be
?vrstcrda\r airport

sources said
A senior official of Biman
tolkd The Daily Star last night
that they would discuss the
matter today and investigate

the incident

Flood
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may continue for next 24
hours till 6pm today. local Met
Office sald.

The sea became rough and
disrupted communications
beiween the offshore islands
and district he ers.

Overall flood situation In
Jamalpur district started im-
proving as the river Jamuna
continued rccrdmg during the
I;:t 24 hours till 6 pm yester-
[

Diarrhoea and other water-
borne diseases broke out in
the flood-hit areas. Accordi
to official sources, some 2
people, most of them children,
were attacked by these dis-
EdSeEs

Flood situation in Chand-
pur suddenly worsened yes-
terday with the onrush of wa-
ler lrom upstream.

In Bogra district, flood situ-
alion deteriorated further af-
lecting some 72,000 families
at 351 villages in Dhunot, Sari-
akandi and tola thanas.

Road communication be-
tween Dhunot and Sherpur
thanas remained cut off as a
bridfe was washed away by the
swirling flood water.

In Madaripur district, flood
situation remained unchanged
as Arial Khan river was flowing
above its danger mark.

From Page 1

not issuing fresh permits and
dealerships for essential
goods. the Industries Minister
told the BBC, present gov-
ernment would not indulge

into the practices of politicisa-
tion and nepotism as ‘pursued
by the former regime. He.

however. assured that dealer-
ships. which were issued to

real traders, would not be
written off

If we need to import sugar,
Sugar Corporation will :
If we need to import salt .
TCB will do that. And as far as
lertiliser is concerned, we will
make sure that peasants
fertiliser at the time of their
need  sald Tofael Ahmed.

tir added that in the past.
couniry exported fertiliser but.

presenily it was not being pos-
siblt us the domestic demand

increased sharply.

4 trawlers sink:
20 fishermen

feared drowned

From Staff Correspondent

HARISAL July 26: Twenty
fishermen are feared drowned
as four - trawlers un.'khm
the Bay o ngal er
afternoon, some W{ﬁ..‘l.llnut.g
ol Kuakata in Patuakhali dis-
Lrict.

Sources in Kuakata when
conlacied, said this morni
that the fishing trawlers —
sultan, FB Salam. FB Khalil and
FB Maer Doan —said from
Kuakata with 45 fishermen on
board. The trawlers reached
d:cni sea in the afternoon and
s in the Bay shortly after-
wards due to strong current
and high llz:u. Of the 45 fish-

ted to Mahipur Com-
plex. The rest 20 remained
missing till the filing of this

report,
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