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A Priority Concern

Our readymade garments export to the cru-
cially important US market has been shaken root
and branch by a combination of factors set in mo-
tion by the two-year-long political crisis which
otherwise has turned into a memory though. To
say that we have had to pay that price to achieve
greater things in our national life, as indeed we
have, is alright philosophically; but economically,
we should be obliged now to make up for the lost
business as if we are atoning for it.

The garments export crisis must hit the politi-
cel leadership, register with them, and sink in
their hearts and minds in order that it is not left
to be wrestled with in the exclusive preserve of
the BGMEA but taken up in earnest at the heart-

land of government. :

It is no use lamenting the orders cancelled by
US buyers in the thick of ‘our political volatility.
But what we need taking to heart and doing
something concrete about are: (a) our own lapses,
if any, in terms of inventory-building, trans-ship-
ment and customs and banking arrangements; (b)
order losses to Sri Lanka, Myanmar, India and
Vietnam; (c¢) oyr lagging behind in the forward
cover of orders, which means that effective de-
mand for our apparels has clearly been on a
downswing; and (d) in view of the quota crash or
demand reduction on certain items, our ex-
porters are enjoying little flexibility for a swing or
shift from one category to another by way of
bridging the gaps in quota fulfilment,

A recovery plan must have three basic ele-
ments. First, the banking, customs, fiscal and
freight facilities ought to be fully geared to accel-
erating the pace of quota fulfilment within the
four months remaining of the schedule for ft.
Secondly our government needs to negotiate with
the US government to ensure that the market
temporarily lost by us to other countries during
the crisis-ridden days is fully restored to us at the
earliest and the dropping cutting and making
rate is upped to make it profitable to the facto-
ries. Thirdly, our missions abroad ought to put
their best efforts in for expanding our market
reach, and more importantly, helps us secure
new investments for developing backward link-
ages in Bangladesh for her garments manufactur-

ing units.
Vote of Thanks

We find no reason why the president's speech
should not go through the convention of a vote of
thanks at the Jatiya Sangsad. The outgoing presi-
dent has fulfilled a constitutional obligation'by
making his address to a new parliament which
now awaits thanks-giving in accordance with a

reservations about the contént of his speech,
these need not warrant a break in the tradition
because it is likely to create an exceptional and
not necessarily a healthy precedence.

One must bear in mind that the president was
nominated by the BNP to the post and has al] but
served his term of office. By tradition though a
president's st?ech reflects the policies and pro-
grammes of the government of the day, but then
he made the address in a transitional phase of his
incumbency. :

We believe the bone of contention is something
on which both the Treasury Bench and the presi-
dent could have reached a compromise, so that
neither party were required to lose face. Why
make a precedent of something that does not go
well with the spirit of flexibility and compromise
we so much crave for in our national political life
today.

On top of everything, a vote of thanks does not
necessarily have to be laudatory on the entire
content of the presidemntiai adcdress. There is an
opportunity for expressing divergent views on the
contents of the President's speech. So where is
the problem?

The tradition of vote of thanks on the presi-
dent's speech needs to be upheld for a broader
co-operation and consensus between the ruling

party and the opposition.

Flood Relief

The government appears to be well aware of
the need for relief and rehabilitation of the flood
victims. A meeting of the council of .ministers
' presided over by the Prime Minister has decided
to step up relief operations and take up réhabili-
tatiop programmes immediately after the flood
waters. recede. However, the tral of damages left
by the receding waters sometimes proves difficult
- to be addressed. There also remains a wide gap

between a plan drawn up and its implementation.

It is really good to know that the issue of post-
flood rehabilitation has come up for consideration
so early in the day this time round. This means
that no impromptu solutions to problems fa¢ing
the people in flood-hit areas are envisaged. But it
is too early to judge the merit of the rehabilita-
-tion programmes being put in place. However, at
the present moment, we would like to draw the
attention of the authorities to the attendant ills of
1T floods, namely the diseases that break out in an

wells free of cost to users. or sink new ones,
where' needed, are welcome steps. But these
must be implemented at the earliest to ensure
supply of pure drinking water which together

with oral salines holds the key to fighting off epi-
demics.

Involvement of a huge number of relief workers
or voluniteers would be of crucial importance as
far as reaching succour to the marooned people
goes. Rafts and speed-boats will be of great help,
but we have not got many of them. So here is an
area.where the focus should be lent to. | |

| Better coordination is an imperative neﬁeaéity.
| If fewer people fall victim to diseases, the reha-
l bilitation costs will be that much leq_s. |

standard parliamentary practice. i, there be any |

epidemic form. Cabinet directives to repair tube- |
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HE other day. the tele-
phone bell rang al the
residence of loreign

minister | K Gujral at mid-
night. He found 1o his surprise
Bangladesh foreign minister
Abdus Samad Azad speaking
from Dhaka to say hellow'
More than anything. it re-
flects the warmth of relation-
ship. Suddenly, the sentiment
of liberation days has returned.
There is an ov feeling
of [riendship that had gol
dyked for the last 2] ars
Sheikh Mujibur Ra
was killed

India helped Ba h in
its liberation st . Many of
our soldiers died. Nineteen
ninety-six is the 25th of

liberation. It is strange that not
a si memorial, not even a
brick. exists td commemorate
the days when Indian and
Bangladeshi soldiers fought
side by side. Maybe, the Awami
League government should
take the initiative to build a
memorial.

Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ment at Dhaka wants to hark
back on the time when the
blood of Indian soldiers min-

with that of Bangladesh
reedom hters, the Mukti
Bhahini. Foreign Secretary
Salman Haider, India's first
representative visiting Dhaka
was struck by f ss in
the government. The same bu-
reaucrats, who were rigid ear-
lier. were now forthcoming.

This puts a lot of responsi-
bility on the shoulders of the
Deve Gowda mment. How
to pick up the thread from
where Indira Gandhi and
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had

Political Somers

O, Barrister Moudud
Ahmed, like his compa-

triot in the Icfal pro-
lession, Barrister Abul Hasnal
has come back home A
chnmgtﬂnn in political somer-
sault Mr Ahmed took pride in
expressing his feeling that it
was a blissful experience of
"home coming”. Sitting beside
the BNP chairperson in the
Erm conference the debonair
arrister-cum-politician could
scarcely draw a smile, which,
upon reflection in a mirror
could present to the viewers
rather a pathetic countenance.
Begum Zia. on her part,
could however hide the fur-
rows of uncertainty werite
largely on her face. Expect
perhaps in the case of Dr Md
Alauddin (former Awami Lea-
guer) of Rajshahi her warm
welcoming of deserters from
other parties, from
her arch-rival Awami League,

Much is made about West Bengal
uutla‘btnmyﬂn The

left if off is not an easy propo-
sition. People in Bangladesh
have been fed on misinforma-
tion about India. On the other
hand, some of the govern-
memts at New Delhi have

layed in the hands of hawkish

Nonetheless, there are now
better pr s of an under-
standing. e will be a spirit
of give and take, which our
foreign secretary rceived

during his visit. at the
Ba foreign secretary is
returning the call in the next

few weeks indicates the speed
with which Dhaka wants to
solve the existing problems.
That she will be accompanied
the home secretary shows
that Bangladesh is serious
about taking action against the
nsur too.
As Salman Hajdt;;l found,
hing seems to hinge on
the sharing of the G wa-
ter. Emotionally, it is a Kash-

mir for the Bangladeshis. They
will judge not only India but
their own mw on the
equitable sharing Ganges
waters. Indeed, some of their
best land has been reduced to
a mere bowl of dust. hawve
suffered a great deal in the last
14 s.

ome to think of it, the
Farakka barrage which diverts

the s to the H ., Was
built without consulting the
other side. Sheikh Mujb

agreed to a trial run but no

in the

time. One has to wait to see if
the by-election on BNP ticket
could him at long last.
As for Barrister Abul Has-
nat, m Zia had no other
alternative. Mir Shawkat, also
an original "Dhakaiya’ could not
be nominated by because
of the bad name he earned on
different counts. His alleged
implication in a number of
murders in Lalbagh-Dhan-
mondi-Mahgmmad area
(Commissioner Shahbuddin of
AL being the latest casualty)
had already emacialed the im-
age of the ex-soldier. Hasnat
was placed in the Lalbagh seat
with the hope (o more fruit-

was pitiably unproductive _in loit hi iva"
the fum: {2 trecﬂnﬂ"' Evenr” ’i%ttxiginﬁ‘i‘ld I:ﬁn;g!hgaliﬁl

those from Jatiya Party in ear-
lier spells l:!.rd‘.t.*l:.lr vtr?traon'j fig-
ure

Coming back to Barrister
Moudud med or Barrister
Abul Hasnat we have a similar-
ity in diversity. The former,
goaded by wild complacency
jumped into an uncertain deci-
sion to contest from two seats
simultaneously. Perhaps his
own measurement or weighing

of popularity was pampered by
sycophants to assume hypo-

“thetical w:ighlag;l:.- All these
e

roved futile and fell flat on

is stomach at both the con-
stituencies. His coming back to
BNP was not without interest
anyway. Zia has already
decided to put Mondud in the
Laxmipur seat which she va-
cated. But his joining BNP

could not so far rouse much-

enthusiasm amongst the party .
ranks and files. e particu-
larly. the BNP president of

Laxmipur district and other
leaders have already expressed
there displeasure on the issue.
In spite of such ence

n the local leader-

wi
ship. in the end, they will have
to

down to the dictates of
the high command. For some-
time, therefore, Barrister

Ahmed shall have a breathing

age. Incidentally his coming
back to BNP was.also net an
welcome augury to die-hard
BNP workers and u ming
leaders. The decision of the
high command proved here
too, abortive and even un-
sound.

If. by the way. we try to
trace the intention of such
party deserters we shall have a
clear picture about each indi-
vidual involved in the shifting.
We shall have no illusion that
personal gain has been the
mainstay of such gambles. It is
true that a very few could re
benefits in the new while
many of them could not create
any impact. Here, between
Moudud Ahmed and Abul Has-
nat the former may have an
edge over the latter. This | say

" because Mr Ahmed has been

assured to be nominated to the
vacated place of Zia at
Laxmipur. Any’pitfall except-
Lng. Barrister Moudud may
ave an easy sail capitalizing on
Begum Zia's pl:rsunﬂ stature.
Whatever be the case
Moudud's pretext for leaving
Jatiya Party could be termed as
ridiculous and in Mizan
Chowdhury's words as "lame

excuse”. He alluded to the al- °

most unilateral decision-of the

tiom on 12t

agreement was reached. It was
Ziaur Rahman, the husband of
former rime minister
Khaleda Zia, who reached a
seitlement in 1977 for five

rs on the basis of 60:40,

angladesh getting 34,500
cusecs of water and India
20,000 cusecs. And this was to
cover the dry season, from
January to May 31.

When Mrs Gandhi returned
to power in 1980, she did not
like the agreement but allowed
it toe run its time up to 1982.

Mutual Relations: An Opportunity in

's insistence on flushing the Hoogly by the Ganges waters. This has turned
Calcutta port is as much dependent on dredging now as it was before
the Farakka barrage was constructed.

has not made Hoogly navigabie
even for ships of smaller size
The other day. | dis-
cussed the maitier with West
Bengal chief minister ti

Basuin Calcutta. He was for

a new agreememnt and seemed
to favour the division of waters
more or less in the same pro-
portion as was done earlier. He
sakd he would consult his
engineers. | think we should
be generous in owur ture.
Salman Haider was told at
Dhaka that when New Delhi

| p—

_BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delh

Su uently. very little water
ﬂma.e:!y from the Farakka

barrage. During the Rajiv
Gandhi . it was reduced
to a trickle. It was more

cussedness on oug part than
the need

Much is made nhmﬁ:: West
Bcnﬁl'l insistence on shing
the Hoogly by the Ganges wa-
ters. This has turned out to be
a myth. The Calcutia is as
much depefident on dredging
now- as it was before the
Farakka barrage was con-
strucied. Exports have them-
selves admitted that the water
diverted through the barrage

party chief Ershad to give
Awami League unconditioned
support. In his explanatory ob
servations he claimed many of
his fellow party men were
against such an “authoritarian”
decision of the chairman. He
could not however give any
convincing reply when his at-
tention was drawn to the Jatiya
Party constitution where the

party chief has been given ab-
solute authnril?'m ide off
such issues of lor reaching ef-

fect. He has been with Jatiya
Party for long and as a lawyer
of some répute no body shall
have any reason to think' Mr
Ahmed was not aware of such

over-ridi powers of the
'bhﬂrﬁtzn;.gmerefnre. scanni
s€q

the uences Lhal preced
Barrister Moudud 1ed's
decision to quite Jatiya Party

[hﬁi& forgetiul of how Ershad
saved .Inm from the gaol), one
can 'easily locate the material

ain that BNP could give him

the shape of nomination for

the ensuing by-election.

The ‘Jatiya Party leaders
and wprkers in the two con-
stituencies from where
Moudud fought' the last elec-
June, are now
openly castigating the barrister

for having done nothing tangi-
ble for the party. There is also
an oblige comment fromn some

*of them that Moudud Ahmed

has never been able to rise
above his personal interest. His
re-induction in BNP has been
too a bone of contention
amongst many old guards
whose natural heart burning
shall be rather very difficult to
neutralize.

Not only Moudud or Hasnat,
there were some more joy-rid-

-ers or day dreamers who have

had not too ceremonial entry
in BNP. 1 would exclude
Salahuddin Kader Chowdhury
of Chitt as‘he has been

enjoying a sort of "managed

gave 34 500 cusecs of waler
earlier "it should give more
now. "~
Once the issue of water is
out of the way, the anti-India
1 will be defeated Ewen
the, lundamentalists, who are
assumably exploiting the ab-
sence of an agreement over
the of water, will find
less su . The last election
which
League to power. has shown
the fundamentalismm playing a
little role.
Delhi will alse have to
do something about the enor-
mous deficit in trade. India is

exporting
3 000 crore and

rally

New Delhi has allowed

that is not eno
of some libera

quate.

There is yet another point
of irritation between the two
rountrfes. That is the India-

Bangladesh Friendship Trea
Manv people in Banglades

have questioned its utility.

Since it was si when t

Indian

goods worth Rs
Importing
only worth Rs 100 crore. Natu-
this gives credence to
the argument of exploitation.
the
Bangladeshi Jamdani sarees to
sell in India without duty. But
. Indications
attitude are
available but they are not ade-

forces were still in

Bangladésh

Lhe polls were rigged But ths
did not work because neari

150 1eams of observers. whic

walched the pells. said i1hat
they were fair and indepen-
dent.

However. if there is no
agreement on water — both
countries have time till Jan-
uary 1 — then Khaleda Zia
would not have to do an :
The disappointment would be
so deep that the banks of for-
bearance would burst to see
the out on the streeis.
Therefore. all those engaged in
improving relations between
India and Bangladesh must
concentrate their energies on
the solution of water

One hopes that
does not slip into a state
of confrontation. The country
has paid a heavy g:l:c for it.
Political instability affected

s brought the Awami .

Bangladesh. it is considered a
treaty under duress. [t would
be more politic for New Delhi
to allow the treaty to la
when it runs out its pe in
the next few months. The
Bangladeshis should be assured
that India wants friendship but
with no strings attached. Even
otherwise. a treaty between
two friendly countries does not
make sense

My fear is that Khaleda Zia
will not sit idle Her
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNF) may try to stoke the
fires of antli-India sentiments.
it played the anti-Delhi card in
the recent election but did not
succeed. Maybe it is still look-
ing for an unity to
people on streets. [t t
to arouse them by alleging that

the country W. Dnﬂ
nations are a help
foreign capital hnbi%:cm 2
This has made the sluggis

economy still more sluggish.
Easy ways to make money have
been found: for example.
SI :
Not long ago. a per
implicated the security es
after 6000 Indian cattle ap-
peared for sale at the local
market. [llegal trade also in-
cludes sugar, and sarees,
A survey by t Bangladesh
Institute for Development
Studies finds fhat "the local

politicians and politicians at a
much higher level are the beh-

eficiaries of smuggling.”
Bangladesh and India beth

need rapprochement and con-
ciliation

a clear picture about each individual involved

and manipulated
his constituency.
BNFP can just be considered as
the inevitable step at wind

up his National Democratic Al-
liance (or Frent?). In any case,
he does not ﬁn by default,
rather, his shift 1o BNP gave
the party bigger momentum to
bag majority seats in Chit-

tagong.

But, how would we look at
Anwar Zahid? This gentleman
tried his luck with a number ol
political parties after his
unceremonious removal from
Ershad's cabinet. One may re-
call that during his time in
Jativa Party he was ecstatic

rity” in

about his loyalty and allegiance
te his leader that he
readifiess even to the

streets il Ershad had desired
so. Thus he gave vent to his
s tic mental upkeeping in
order to remain near the
power centre. His fortune did
net however favour him and he
was sacked.

Subsequently, he made an
abortive attempt to establish
link with Khondker Mustaque
?li‘:]l!:ltlgdh in order to come to
imelight again. Being eventu-
ally in a total mess lfrllegdm later
join hands with one group of
the so-called Freedom Party
led by Col Rashid. He sur-
named his new party as Na-
tional Democratic Alliance and
concurrently led a youth front
named Jubo Command. During
this brief period he chose
Awami League and others
upholding the ideals of the War
of Liberation as his twin tar-
gets of attack. Here too, he
could not hold on the ethical
role of a politician. Se. he gave
up in utter frastration and now
declared his willingnesg to join
BNP. Even though Anwar Za-
hid’s jeining BNP had no pal-
pable impact, Begum Zia gave
ll?trxl a berth, ostensively out of
pity. r
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~ Sir. Various letters. opin-
ions, reports and ecriticisms
are often found in the pages of
newspapers and magazines
about the indiscipline, irregu-
larity and the topsy-turvy sys-
tems of treatment in the gov-
ernment hospitals. Recently, |
had to go to a government
hospital anid there 1 observed
the plight of the general pa-
tients.

On 6.7.96 | and few of my
relatives went to PG Hospital
with my,aunt who was preg-
nant and nearing the delivery.

-~ We went to the emergency di-

vision of the hospital to get

~ herself admitted there. | like

to men]:iunug;ere that earlier
my aunt iss necessary cards
in the hospital and call on the
doctors regularly. Entering
into the hospital. we saw many
people thronged there and
they all were waiting for their
turn. My aunt enlisted her
name in the waiting list of the
hospital. '

I noticed that who could
bribe a little to the doctor's
peon got the opportunity to
meet the doctor [aster. I also
noticed that the doctor kept
all the patients waiting and
frittered away more than one
hour gossiping with the repre-
sentators of a medicine com-

After waiting more than
three hours my aunt got the
chance to meet the doctor.
She entered the doctor's room
in a critical condition but the
doctor was average to get her-
self admitted into the lguspital.
Moregver he astonishingly told
my aunt to come after 10 days
— what was not only amazing
but also unbelievable. The
doctor at all did not think

. whether my aunt would survive

- the meantime, m

Besides this, the doctor's peon
at his connivance gave us an
address of a te elinic and
told us to go e as it was as-
sociated with the doctor. So
we were in a dilemma and.
could not decide what to do. In
aunt's con-
dition was deteriorating and
her life was in peril. So ﬁaving

- no other alternative we went

to a near-by private hospital
and immediately got herself
admitted there. On the next
day (7.7.96) she brought forth
her son in the hospital.

Like us hundreds of thou-
sands of people everyday in our
cnuntz} are being neglected
and cepted in name of
freatment in these govern-
ment hospitals (in private clin-
ics also). But government is
not still taking any measures -

-abbut it. Is there no end of this

sufferings?

Sheikh Hasina, our new
prime minister, before being
elected seeked the opportu-
nity to the people for serving
the nation. She has got the
chance. She should seize the

—opportunity. :

Shahidul Islam Khan
Dhakt College
Class XIII Roll No. 243

Join BCL or...

Sir. I like to bring the inci-
dent of Salimullah Medical
College to notice of general
public and that of the gov-
ernment as an affected
guardian. The students who
are neutral and do not belong
to any of the parties (Chhatra
League, Chhatra Dal or Chhatra
Shibir) are being intimidated
and taken forcefully to the Ch-
hatra League office and asked

to join Chhatra Leagde. Upon
denial, they are being noti

that -u they join Chhatra
Lfaﬁue they may consider their
studies in SMC to have come
to an end. As of 16th'July they

were barred from atteénding an -

important exam.- -

This is happening even
when the Primne Minister has
pledged openly that she will
exert all her efforts to eurb
violence in the educational
institutions. We request her to
take an immediate action to
regirain her own party's
students from activities which
will lead to nothing but
vidlence.

An affected guardian
Dhedenr.

Law and order

Sir, Recently the first ever
workshop on law and order
under government initiative
was held at Osmani Memorial
Hall, Dhaka. The objective of
the workshop was to find out
ways and means to combat ten-
rorisim. ]

Some learned speakers
presented some jmportant pa-
pers and made some valuable
suggestions. However, the or-
ganisers did pot a any res-
olution or recommendation at
the workshop.

We strongly feel that with
view to maintain law and ord
and combat terrorism in th:
country, implementation ol
following two pragmatic and
concrete steps, in theory and
practice, is imperative :

i} The police administration 7

should be made more con-
scious a the of the
people and about mainte-
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ﬁhnce of law and urdm:.

ii) The judges and the
lawyers should he more re-
sponsible in finding the cor-
rect information about cases:

and expeditious disposal of
cases.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street, Wari
Dhaka-1203

Making the country
investment-happy
Sir, Accordi to a recent

World Bank | ) report on
Bangladesh labour market,
Bangladesh has a large number
of unions that are linked to po-
litical rties but represent a
small fraction of the labouft
force. The report observed
that highly politicised and
fragmented labour movements
which organise niassive strikes
and are associated with vio-
lence give industrial relations
in Bangladesh a bad name and
discourages investment.

The World Bank report sug-
gested that government should
reduce its role in labour mar-
ket and allow the interaction
between enterprises and the
trade unions and also improve
the present dispute resolution
mechanism.

It is sincerely expected that
the present democratic gov-
crnment will take pragmatic
measures on the basis of the
above mentioned WB rep6rt
and thereby create favourable

Ft:ﬂnlpherc for more foreign
nvestments. .

shifting. We shall have no illusion that personal gain has been the mainstay of such gambles.
Btd!th#uthgt very few could reap benefits in the new

party while many of them
could not create any impact. |

is joining

Following such Inconse-
quential shift he tried to im-
press upon Lthe BNP high

that he had im-

comiuand

meiise popiilarity to win a Par-
liainentary seat. In the Febru-
ary 15, 1996 "farcical election”
he managed nomination from
con-
. His self infatuation
y turned into a verita-
ble hallucination. He was pi-
defeated. Undaunted, he
continued masticating the bit-
ter dish till the second elec-
tion on June 12. He was co-
opted as a member of the BNP
Electioneering Co-
mmittee where too he made a
mess of everything by his over-
enthusiastic utterances, even

| m international
s. Thus, he mﬂﬂ l:ll

maging S

profile to both the national iﬁli.d
. His
political somersault rewarded

BNP for Jhenidah

sitituen
ultima

tiabl

ational

the
the credit for da

international community

ault and Reaping Dividend
If we try to trace the intention of party deserters we shall

hitn with ngnmm}g results.
Reverting to Jatiya Party's
unconditional support te
Awami League in the
of a mmernyt by consensus,
Moudud Ahmed's overtures
and his alluding to ‘many’ JP
members' opposition to Er-
shad's unilateral decision, we
may guess about at least one
member of the JP presidium
who would silently (for the
time being) corroborate the
Barrister's contention. Stuc
te sullen silence Kazi Zafar
must have been

run‘.ﬂ.nait:::’g upon his unsuc-
cessful to gain a seat in the
Jatiya Sangsad. Even the other
day, he was very vpcal about
- and terrorism” of his
AL opponent in the election.
Mr Ahmed is known for his
‘eternal’ dislike for Awami
League and from that view
point he could be one to
protest JP's unconditional
support to Sheikh Hasina,
Nevertheless one may not be
surprised if sooner or later; hel
also follows Barrister Moudud.'
Only time f.':tt!'l prmit'urﬂ:
green signal from

can wake him up mﬂegumm and
a ceremonial "home coming™

'(,-— -

It is no doubt a very wise and

vehicular congestion in the

will be greatly eased.

the issue of resolving this

same traffic thickness haunts
us both at Dhaka and Chit-
tagong day in and day out.
There has been no implemen-
tation of any-viable decision
that may have taken place.
Now that a new fairly elected
fovernment has taken its seat,
may | have the honour to pre-
sent a few view-points on this
issue with a most fervent hope
that the present authority will
take due notice of these views
and others to ease traffic con-
gestion.

Dhaka, the
Bangladesh is growing into a
town of Narayanganj and sub-
urb of Tnnﬁl are now part and
rarcel of the metropolis. Mil-
iops flock in and out of the
city every day. Movement of
trains, buses, cars, tempos and
rickshaws commence from the
early hours in the morning and
remain so almost till the zero
hour. With all due respect to
all the pundits concerned. I,
being a layman, take the liberty
to suggest the following for
Dhaka City : '

FLY OVERS : Fly overs may
be erected connecting the
most vital points, whereby ve-
hicles may reach/cross the
points at ease. This will defi-
nitely ease the traffic jam, for
example, of Kawran Bazar,
Bangla Bazar, Mogh Bazar and
other peoints of old Dhaka. The
guiden question of how it will

e done can be best left off to
the experis., who have already
submitted their proposals to
the government.

Tube-train : Introducing
underground tube-train will be
extremely beneficial, connect-
ing the most impertant points,
for example, from Mirpur to
Motijheel. Gulistan to [Fttara.
Mohammadpur to Motijheel
Once these trains start operat-

ing. naturally the pressure on
roads will ease.

Circular trains
expanding

provingial ca
ity of an in

: Dhaka is
Its no more a
tal. it is a capital
pendent country

On Roads and Congestion
- Akberali A Africawala

A recent news item has
drawn my attention: "Air con-
ditioned buses are being intro-
duced in the roads of Dhaka”.

bold decision. Wise because it
has a far reaching positive ef-
fect, Bold because in a country
with total economic hardship
will this venture be success-
ful(?), if it is then perhaps the

roads of Dhaka and Chittagong

Lots of talks., discussions,
seminars have been held on

problem. What is the result?
We stand where we were — the

capital of

gigantic city. The once satellite

Building point will ease the si-
tuation. Flyover may be made at
- Fakirhat, rabad, Kadamntali

- o -
"

Territorial boundaries have
expanded (rom the previous
boundaries to Narayanganj and
Tongi/Savar. So, if a circular
train service is introduced
from say Kamalapur going to.
Tongi, Gazipur, then to Savar
he:ﬁng toward$ . Mo-
hammadpur and back to Ka-
malapur Railway Station, it will
be vﬁr_hy beneficial to the peo-
ple. Then millions of floating
people squatting these places
will not feel it necessary to
stay in Dhaka C:iﬁ‘lnd prefer |
to stay at their villages, cothe
to their respective
_ jobs/business and return by
evening. This will not only ease
the tr congestion but also
lift off population pressurc on
the capital city.

Rickshaws : Dhaka was
once known throughout the
world as a city of mosques.
Now alongwith that ideality it
is also known as a city of rick-
shaws. No matter what one
wishes,  rickshaws cannot be
done away with if one so de-
sires. Phase-wise t have to
be reduced. Meanwhile, adja-
cent to foot-path a four ft lone
for rickshaw may be desig-
nated on both sides of the
road. Chains or half walls may
be raised so that ricksiiaws do
not cross over on the main
traffic lane. In this way rick-
shaws will not create jams any
more. They will be controllable
leaving the main road thor-
oughly clear fot vehicles.

Taxies, baby taxis, -
Of course, we have very little
taxies on the street, the cul-
ture of having taxis plying on
street fitted with meter is yet
to grow. However, baby taxies’
must have meter. this will reg-
ulate the Ei}ring of such vehi-
cles and thereby ease conges-
tion on the streets.

Similarly, if the same mea-
sures are adopted in the port
city ot Chitltagong with specific
modifications, then traffic will
easily flow-also there. Concen-
tration on old parts of the city,
like permanent posting of trat-
fic police at Station Road,
Sadarghat. Madarbari 1o Barik

and other places to be speci-
fied by experts. Lo

As | said. the views above
are of a lavman who sincerely
wishes that the traffic conges- |
tion at Dhaka and Chittagong is
eased and we as citigens ven
fure out in the streets with
ease and comfort. The autheri-
lies may well do to give their
views on this.

The writer is chavman of
Bangladesh Steel Re-rollung
Milis Lid




