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Wandering in Wonderland

by Naina Shehjeen Ahmad

First the stalls were erected. Then came
the guines and the rides. Soon the signboard
coukl be seen being hauled up. Finally, one fine
moming, Wonderland was open to the public

Wonderland is an amusement park.

It is a private venture undertaken by some
enterprising people who have attempted to
bring the delights of Disneyland to our city. It
may not provide for the most modern facilities
The horses ol its merry-go-round may look
more like fools and fillies. the revolving tea
cups may be rusty and ready to fall part, but it
is certainly very popular among all classes ol
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people,, particularly children. As a resull,
during weekends one may not be able to move
about in the crowd because of the long queues
at each game site,

The southern side of the park attracts the
youngsters to the electronic game stands. The
north houses the various rides from where
children’'s excited squeals can be heard. All
along the outskirts of the park stand the
elreshment booths. Here there are chains set

oul where one can sit and enjoy the view of a
muddy bank strewn with discarded tissue,
straws or polythene bags. The inuddy pond has
also been used small mechanized boats
connected to a central beam are made to
slowly solate in the water.

Al the far end of the park is the train ride
through the "Ghost Tunnel.” The long train
leaves its platform and chugs through about a
hundred metres into a darkened tunnel. A
gorilla behind wises waving its arms and
various other apparitions will keep you

company until the train glides out of the small
tunnel into the sparkling daylight.

Taking into consideration its space
constraint and other restrictions, we may as
well turn a blind eye to fhe many short-
comings of the park. At least this is a place
where the whole family can enjoy themselves.
With an improvement in maintenance, the
Eark will a source of greater joy one day.

opelully!

.....

Italian envoy to Bangladesh Raffaele Miniero called on Post and Telecommunications Min-
ister Mohammad Nasim at his office in the city vesterday.
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Sr1 Lankan Film.
Festival opens

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday ex
ressed the hope that the
AARC countries would ad-
vance through cooperation in
different fields, reports BSS.

Inaugurating a four-day Sri
Lanka Film Festival, jointly or-
ganised by the Sri Lankan {th
Commission and the Shilpakala
Academy, at the academy audi-
torium he said that in this age
of economic cooperation, the
South Asian countries cannot
remain an exception.

Side by side, the foreign
minister hoped that "we shall
sirive to solve the bilateral
problems among the member
countries.”

The Sri Lanka Film Festiival,

. the first ever in Bangladesh. he

hoped, would contribute to
strengthening cooperation
among the SAARC countries.
He said that Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina took it as a pol-

icy of her pgovernment to
strengthen the process of
SAARC cooperation for ad-

vancement of the member
countries.

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Kader spoke as
the est of honour. while the
other speakers included Sri
Lankan High Commissioner SB
Atugoda, veteran journalist and
film maker Obaidul Hugq. visit-
ing Sri Lankan actress Swarna
Mallawarachchi, director of
Shilpakala Academy S A
Mohsin and director general ol
the Academy Mobarak Hossain
Khan, who chaired the func-
lion. State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
was also present.

The film 'Dadayama’ (the
hunt) was screened after the
inaugural function.

Tk 36.81cr spent
for Feb 15 polls

A total ol 10,298 ballot
boxes. 5.871 small and 4.427
big. were lost during the gen-
eral election in February 1996,
reports UNB.

This was disclosed in par-
liament Tuesday» by State
Minister for Law and Parlia-
mentary Alfairs Abdul Matin
Khasru.

Replying to a question from
Awami League member
Talukder Abdul Khaleq. the
state minister said the total
ﬂng_'ndi!ure for holding the
February 15 election was Tk
36.81.03.205.80.

Out of this Tk
7.62,96,300.95 was spent for
conducting the election while
Tk 29 18,06 904 85 for main-
taining law and order and re-
covery of illegal arms, he said.

He also informed the House
that 48 eandidates in that
election returned unopposed
and no polling was held in 11
constituencies.

In reply to a supplementary
irom a BNP megiber. Khasru

saitl 11 canddMates werd
elected nncontesied i the
1073 election

The state minister further
said that some 1.17.76. 48]
voters., out of 4.40.35 956
cast their votes in the Februan
1D election. the turnout ol vot
ers was 26.74 per cent

Rotary exchange
programme (o
USA

By Staff Correspondent

Rotary Club of Dhaka North
West has invited applications
from businessmen and proles
sionals to visit the USA under
the group study exchange
(GSE) programme. according
to Rotarians ol the city

The GSE programme offers
businessmen Hn:} prolessionals
the opportunity for four (o six
weeks (o study the social, eco
nomic, business and cultural
conditions ol their host coun
tries and stay with Rotarians
and their families

Candidates must have been
aclively engaged in a recog
nised business or prolession
e A Tl time basis for at least
the last two conse. ulive yeors

ﬁ.thlH alions with a photd

raph should reach on or be
ore July 31, Rotarian Lutiur R
Choudhury. Care: Zia Engineer
ing Works Lid  Suite No
1705, Sena Kallyan Bhaban,
Motijheel, Dhaka

Talking to The Dail
president ol Dhaka District
3280, Mezbah Uddin Ahmed
said, "This is an effective pro
gramme under which many
wople of different professions
wave visited the USA, Canada
Australia. England and many
other countries

Another Rotarian of the
city. Abdul Muktadir said
"This programme is directed
al furthering international un
derstanding and Iriendly rela
tions

BDRCS aid for
16 N-dists

Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society has sent 16 000 kgs of
flattened rice (chira) and
3500 kgs of molasses on
emergency basis for the flood-
hit people of the 16 worst af-
fected districts, reports UNB

Each of the affected families
will get 5 kgs chira and 1 kg
molasses. said a BDRCS press
release yesterday

The relief materials was
despalched under Lhe joint re
lief prolf,ranunr of the Interna
tional Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent (IFRC) and
Bangladesh Red Crescent So
ciety (BDRCS)

in the first phase of the so
ciety's relief operation. the re
lief goods were sent to flood
hit districts of Rangpur, Kuri
gram. Lalmonirhat. Ntipha
mari, Gaibandha, Bogra, Siraj
ganj, Pabna Manikgan| Mun
shiganj Narayanganj. Shariat
pur. Madaripur. Sherpur
Jamalpur and Dhaka
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Fuoretgn Minister Abdus Samuad Azad inaugurated the
four-day Sri Lankan Film Festival at the Shilpakala

Avademy auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Heavy rainfall
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Heavy rainfall is likely at places over Chittagong and Barisal
divisions in the next 12 hours till 6 pm téday. reports UNB.

Met office says moderate rain or thundershower accom-
panied by temporary gusty or squally wind is likely at most
places over Chittagong, Barisal. Khulna. Dhaka divisions and at

many places over Rajshahi, Sylhet divisions.

In its outlook for subsequent two days weathermen fore-
cast increase in rainfall activity. Giving extended outlook for
another five days Met Office predicte

may improve at the end period.

that rainfall activity

Meantime, Cox's Bazar esperienced the. highest rain 157
mm rain in the last 36 hours till 6 pm today. Khulna had 46
mm rain, Comilla 32, Kutubdia 23, Jessore 20, Barisal 12,
Chittagong and Teknaf 10 each shower during the period.

The country s highest temperature 34.6 degree Celsius
was recorded at Srimangal and the lowesi 24.8 degrees al

Khepupara.

The sun sets today at 6:45 pm and rises day after today at

D:2D am.

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and yesterday were:

City / Town

Dhaka
Chittagong
Rajshahi
Khulna
Harisal
Sylhet

( ow's Bazar
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Temperature
in Celsius
max mirn
33.8 227
= 338 25.6
33.3 27.2
31.2 26.2
32,0 26.6
3410 26.0
30.2 15.0

Humidity in
percentage

mornin evening
8 74

86 81

82 74

89 7

85 74

75 63
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DU Syndicate, Academic
Council polls today

"White Panel

The election of teachers’
representatives to the Syndi-
cate, Academic Counecil and
the Finance Committee of the
Dhaka University will be held
tocday at the Teachers'
Students Centre [TSC) in the
city. reports BSS.

The Awami League-backed
Blue Panel is contesting with
the BNP and Janmmaat-backed
while the left
leaning Pink Panel is not
contesting.

The teachers of the univer-
sity will select six syndicate
representatives, six academic
council members and one fi-
nance committee member.
Prof Abul Kalam Azad Chowd-
hury, dean of the Pharmacy

| faculty. Prof Khondoker Bazlul

llague. provost of Zahurul
Haque Hall, Prof AT M Zahurul
Haque, Prof of Economics and
president of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association, Dr Mo-

' hammad Abdul /Aziz, Associate
i Professor of Chemistry.

Dr
Shaheed Akhter Hossain, As-
sistant Professor of Soil
Science and A K M Golam Rab-
bani, Lecturer of Islamic His-
tory and Culture of Blue Panel
are contesiing with Professor

Mohammad Shafi Chowdhury,
Déan of Science Faclilty. Prof A
F M Yousuf Haider, Provost of
Sureyasen Hall, Prof Moham-
mad Asaduzzaman of Public
Administration, Dr larul Kabir,
Associate Professor of Bio-
Chemistry, A B M Shahidul Is-
lam, Assistant Professor of
Marketing and Mohammad
Lutfar Rahman, Lecturer of
Statistics of White Panel.

Dr Abdul Hakim Sirker, Dr
Rafikullah Khan. Dr Sonia
Nishat Amin, Zinat Huda, Dr
Mohammad Aftab Uddin and
Mohammad Nuruzzaman of

Blue Panel members are con-
lesting as academic council
representatives while their ri-
vals of White panel members
are Dr Afsar Uddin Ahmed, Go-
lam Mohammad Chowdhury.
Dr Mohamunad Sahjahan Mian,
Pr A KM Waresul Karim. A S
M Amanullah and Abu Musa
Mohammad Arif Billah?

Frof Iftekhar Gani ( ! .ol
hury. Prol. of Business w1
istration of Blue Panel ~ cun
testing with Dr Syed Rashidul
Hasan, Professor of Marketing
from White Panel as finance
conmumitiee representative,

e

«Azizur Rahman

Totael tells JS

PM will reply to
questions on

certain day of week

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will reply to guestions
by the Members of Parliament
(MPs] in the House on a cer
tain- day of a week. Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Alinmed wold the Jativa Sangsad
Tucvsday :

Replying to a question by
Maj (retd) Hafizuddin of BNP,

the Prime Minister's office
said. the decision has already
been conveyed to the JS
Secretariat. ,

CA students
call off stnike

Bangladesh Chartered Ac-
countancy Chhatra Parishad
yesterday called off its strike
lollowing assurance by the au-
thorities of meeting their de-
mands, reports UNB.

The decision was taken
after a fruitful discussion he-
tween CA students and the of-
ficials of the Institute of Char
tered Accountancy Bangladesh
[ICAB) on Tuesday.

ICAB president Altaf Hos-
sain Siddiqui. vice president M
Anisur Rahman and Chhatra
Parishad president M Harunur
Rashid and general secretary
Mallik were
present at the meeting, said -a
press release.

Revised budget of
NU approved

The third session of the

National University Senate was
held yesterday at its Gazipur
campus with vice chancellor
Prof MA Bari in the chair, re-
ports UNDB.
" The sehate approved the
university's revised budget of
1995-96 and the annual bud
gel ol 1996-97 fiscal year
placed by pro-vice chancellor
Prof Mahbub tllah.

Thirty six genators, oul of
(he total 58, were present at
the session and took part n a

) iccnission on the bud-
Tofael, who is also in charge of | general discussiol

get and the speech of the vice

| chancellor.

Happy Birthday

T 25 July 19U6)

We wish a happy birthday to
our dear and beloved Menisa.
May Allah bless you with a
prosperous life.

Dada, Dadu
Shimul Fuppi & Fupa
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