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Ben Johnson |
(Disgraced Canadian sprinter ) !
"Don’t rule out Christie be- |
cause of his run of defeats. He
usually gets it right when it

matters.”
On British sprinter Linford ‘
Christie's Olympic chances. .
|
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July 26, 1996)

Numbier of plavers in g
Baskethall veam -

==akan.

,
3 |
Fra | St

The number of fjumping events
in decathlon are

Twii [ Thr--_ | "

The sport hadmunfon was firs
nrigingared in

Rt i.um e A

|1u111n ul tngladesh arhieres past

eepating o e Atlanta Ol Games are

Thres Seven | it

The present Braabian foothiall caach
Fai i Pere | o T

: it three AQdvys, 1¢

' recor
history by becoming the first

champions
and ("ho Min-sun -

 world champion China,
Arteni Khadzhibekov won |0

| ahead ol

Class :. . ... Rull No
School Address:

Phn ne: [if mj’l

Narail's double
in schools TT

Sports Reporter

Narail district earned a
double in the Green Delta In-
surance national schools table
tennis championships when
they clinched both boys and

rls team titles at the wooden
oor gymnasium yesterday.

In the boys' team final.
Narail recorded a 3-0 victory
over Khulna while they com-
Fieted the double with a hard
ought 3-2 win over Jessore in
the girls' team final.

Hasan of Narail won the
first encounter in the boys fi-
nal beating Khulna's Mahmudul
21-15, 21-14 followed by his
teammate Pappu who regis-
tered a 21-8, 12-21, 21-14
win over the same opponent.
Mahbub. In the third and final
engagement, Adison tamed Ra-
jib 21-14, 21-14.

In the girls’ team final,
Rumi and Roni of Narail won
the singles against Seema of
Jessore but lost the reverse
singles to Ratna.
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ATIANTA. July 23 New
insh heroine Michelle Smith
who 1ieeded the sports eguiva

lent ol a court verdict just to
eniter Mormlay s race, swam 1o
her second Olymic gold medal

\ wis AP
Turkev's aim Suley-

manoglu, who needed a world

to win, made Olympic

tlifter to three gold
als, reinforcing his claim to

the nickname given him in awe
— "Pocket Hercules."

south Korean world
Jeon Mi young
gave their
nanon a sweep ol the day s two
judo polds

[tL1ssiA
10 the

Mwo

meanwhile, charged
top ol the gold medal

standings by winning flour
Monday
Delending Olympic cham

pion and world record holder

Alexander Popov took the
mens 100 metre freestyle
swimming, Denis Pankratov
won the 200-metre butterfly

lhe
B A

mnmen s gymnastics
wly  ontdueled

leAam
1995
and

metre men's air rifle shooting.
That gave the Russians
seven golds, moving them well
Poland, whose lour
hiad mgde it the surprise first
place team on the Games' seq

ond day Sunday

The United States won two

swimming races and tied
Poland at four golds in all.
South Korea and Turkey

moved up to three, tying them

wilh China and France. lre-
land. Italy and Belpiuimm each
had 1wo.

Atlanta's heat persisted,

with temperatures rising to 33
degrees Celsius (91F), and
problems remained with
lransporting Games partici-
pants and spectators and pro-
viding quick and accurate re-
sults through the Games' com-
puter system.

Smith. who won Ireland’'s
first Olympic swimming medal
ever Saturday in the 400-me-
tre individual medley, won the
400 freestyle final by more
than a second over 1992 gold
medalist Dagmar Hase ol Ger-
many, becoming these Games
first double gold medalist. She
finished in 4 minutes, 7.25
detonds to 4:08.30 for Hase.

But controversy and heart
break came before the gold-
medal race.

American Janet Evans, a
four-time gold medalist, failed
for the first time in her career to
reach an Olympic final Her time
in freestyle qualifying was 20-
hundredths of a second too slow
to make the final eight.

The Americans also had
protested that Smith should
not be in the race because her
entry had come too late. Had
not swum, Evans would
have made the final eight.

Hours before the prelimi-
naries, the Court of Arbitration

lor Sport ruled in lavour of
Sinith. who said Olvinpux orga
nize s had provided incorrest
deadbine mmformauon.

Smith, risang out of obscu
rity. has three more individual
events o go and could end up
with five pold medals

suleymanoglu, who stand
just 150 centimetres (4 feet
1 | mches) tall but lifts barbells

three timmes his own weight
needed his world record to
edge (ireek lifter Valerios

NEW TARZAN OF THE POOL.

A P rcan

screen actor of famous

Russian ALexander Popo
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movie —

'Russia races to the top

jerk at
5 ||-nunf|'-.-}

dard in the clean-and
183 kilograms (403
on May 4, 1995
Suleymanoglu, 29 entered
the Games as one of 12 lifters
ever (o win two golds. Another
was Alexander Kurlovich, a su
per heavyweight from Belarus
who will try to equal Suley
manoglu's feal on July 30
Swimmer Popov out-
stretched American Gary Hall
Jr.. 48 74 seconds 1o 44 8]
for victory in the

104) freestyle

who

arzan, acknewledges the

audience at the Georgia Tech Aquatic Centre on July 22.

Leomdis.,

His record total of 335
kilograms (738.5 pounds) in-
cluded a world record clean-
and-jerk of 187.5 kilograms
(41325 pounds).

Leonidis matched his clean-
and-jerk but his total was 2.5
kilograms (5.5 pounds) less

Suleymanoglu had set the
previous world record total ol
330 kilograms (727.5 pounds)
on Nov 20. 1994, while
Leonidis set the previous stan-

— AFP/UNB photo

Russian teammate Pankra
tov also beat an American i
the 200 butterfly, finishing in
1 minutes. 56:51 seconds to
| .57 44 for Tom Malchow,

Buit the Americans f[inished
1:2 1 the women s 100-melre
backsiroke antd won the
wommen s 400-metre freestyle
relay.

In the backstroke. Beth
Botsford won in 1:01.19 with
teammate Whitney Headgepath
taking the silver in 1:01.47.

India's Windies itinerary

BRIDGETOWN.
Barbados, July 23:
India will pla
live Tests an
lour one-day

e — v —

their cricket tour
ol the West Indies next year,
reports AP. '

The tour is scheduled o
run from February 24 to May 4,
West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) secretary Andrew Sealy
announced Monday.

For the first time in a West
indies season. there will be no
rest cays in the live-day Tests

when the teams break for
Good Friday,

In another departure [rom
previous practice for interna-
tional tours of the Caribbean,
the one-day internationals will
follow, rather than precede,
the Tesis.

internationals on

except in the third in Barbados

South Africa in which they
have been,scheduled for three
Tests and seven one-day inter-
nationals in a three-way tour-
nament a nst South Africa
and Zimba

India wlll be followed on
their West Indies tour by Sri
Lanka, WICB chiefl executive
officer Stephen Camacho con-
[irmed Monday.

Sri Lanka winners of the
World Cup in Pakistan in
February. are likely to play two

Tests and three one-day inter
nationals on what would be
their first tour of the West
Indies. But Camacho said the
itinerary has not vet been [i-
nalised.

It will be the busiest inter-
national season the West
Indies has ever organised.
They have never staged moré
than five Tests and tive one-
day internationals before or
hosted more than one touring
e,

THE MATCH FIXTURE

February 28-March 3: Maitch against uppﬂl]f‘l]lb to be

announced in Jamaica.

March 6-10 : First Test vs West Indies in Jnnuicm
March 14-18; Second Test vs West Indies in Trinidad.
March 22-24 : Three-day match against opponents to be

announced in Harbad 0S.

March 27-April 1 : Third Test vs West Indies in Barbados

(March 28, Good

, rest day).
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: tbut | really enjoyed it.”

Sports Reporter
Country s ace shooter Saiful

Alam Rinki fjointly finished
33rd out of 45 in the 10m air
rifle event at the Atlanta

Olympics on Monday

Rinki. the gold medalist in
the Madras SAF Games last
year, scored 581 points. four
short of his SAF mark in the
preliminary round where top-
finisher* Austrian fired an
Olympic record of 596 points

Popov emulates

Tarzan’

ATLANTA. July 23: Alexan-
der Popov proved himself
Tarzan of the swimming pool
by retaining the Olympic 100
metres freestyle crown on
Monday. reports Reuter

Fopov became the first man
since cinema screen larzan
actor Johnny Weismuller to
win the blue riband ‘event ol
swimming twice matching the
feat his predecessor pulled off
al the 1924 and 1928 Games

Popov. arriving here as dou
ble world and Olympic cham
pion at 50 and 100 freestyle,
maintained his way in the 100
with the narrowest of victories
over American Gary Hall

The 24-year old Russian. a
whisker behind the American
at the turn, snatched victory by
just 0 07 seconds in 48 74
seconds but did not threaten
his 48 2] world mark

You know it's pretty hard
lo achieve a goal like winning
Olymipic gold or World Cham -
pionship gold or being world
record hc:ﬁdr: HBut it's even
herder to repeat it," sald
Fopov. who has won every ma
jor championship 100 f{ree
style he has entered since
the first of three
European crowns in 1991

It was probably one pf the
loughesl races ufy:n}r Ccareer

Michelle does
'em proud

DUBLIN. July 23: Irish
Prime Minister John Bruton
today praised the magnificent
golden double by Irish swim-
mer Michelle Smith at the At-
lanta Olympics, reports AFP.

On Monday, Smith won the
400m freestyle following her
garlier victory in the 400m

medlay., Ireland's first ever
Olympic swimming medal.
Bruton said: "To be able to

concentrate her mind and

| compete so brilliantly after the

| euphoria of the weekend is in-

deed the mark ol a true
Olympic champion.”

Dublin Lor mayor Brendan
Lvnch also said: "The city will
give Michelle a reception on a
vyrand scale. She is marvellous,
her night-and-day commit-
ment to swimmoing is an inspi-
ration to us all.”

After the 1992 Games. lre-
land's boxing medalist Michel
Carruth [gold) and Wayne Mc-
Cullough [silver] were hailed as
heroes in the streets of Dublin
when thousands turned out to
see 1lhem.

[ ] L ]
Pakistan win
CANTERBURY, England.

Jul 23: Pakistan beat Kent bv
i wickets on the third d:w

!hE'lr match yesterday.
Scores: Kent 262 and E{JU

- Pakistan 194 and 269-2 (ija

Ahmed 136 not out. Sha aIJ
Kabir 84).

Sino swimmers
duck press

ATLANTA, July 23: China's
4x200m women's freestyle re-
lay team refused to meet the
press after winning a silver
medal on Monday because they
were fed up with endless ques-
tions over doping, reports AFP.

The four swimmers de-
clined requests to attend the
customary post-race press
conference, without giving any

SMAI I‘P."*T BUT STRONGEST Turhllh legendary -Ptghthﬁr r Namm 'ﬁulﬂmannﬁiu & on hm way to

i

o thir! rensecutive Olympic gold at the World Congress Centre on July 22

_ AFP/UNB photo

Naim proves peerless

ATLANTA., July 23. Even
Naim Suleymanoglu's oppo
nents say they are privileged Lo

have competled against him,
report agencies
A cold War boycolt, ethni

persecution and increasingly
dogged adversaries could not
stop the Turk becoming the
first weightlifter to win three
Olympic gold medals and stak
ing a claim to be pl"‘:lllii[j! the
grealest liter ol them al

Why? Suleymanoglu hardly
looks like the strongest hu
iian, He is a stoult fireplug of a
man who stands 1 50 metres
(4.9 feet) tall and weighs (64
kilps) |41 pounds.

His arms are short, his
hands tiny. His upper body
does not ripple with muscles.
Only his legs, which look like
an elephant could be planted
above them, hetray his ex-

iraordinary gift.

Suleymanogiu put on an ex
traordinary exhibition of it on
Monday. Locked in an epic
battle with his friend and arch-
rival Leonidis of Greece he
broke the world's records in
two categories not just once
but twice,

The two arch-rivals traded
world records in front of
International Olympic Commi
ttee president Juan Antonio
Samaranch.

Leonides., who lost 1o
Suleymanoghu by the slimmest
of margins at last year's World
Lhampionship. was left with
silver and the comsolation of
having raised his own world
clean-and-jerk record in the
64 kg class by 2.5 to 187.5 kg

He matched Leonidess
clean-and-jerk and in the pro-
cess claimed back his own

Physio a must: Lipu

Sports Reporter

need a physician
immediately to
~olve out the ba-
sic problems that
| our cricketers
L — are facing. This
was opined by the manager of
Baugladesh national team. Gazi
Ashraf Hossain Lipu, while
talking to the press at the
BCCB office last night.

"We have also other prob-
lems in the team. But at this
moment injury problem gets
the top priority to deal with.
About sixty per cent of the na-
tional players are plagued b
injury.” claimed Lipu while
elaborating the X-ray report of
the national side which re-
turned home on Monday after
a month-long tour to the
United States and Canada —
the 1two ICC associate member
countries.

Besides, Lipu. who toured
with the team as coach. has
taken the audience aback by

claiming himself as the olficial
crickel manger last night
which was not disclosed by the
BCCB earlier. He, however.
admitted that the team's per-
formance was not up to the
expectation,

"Our boys lacked motiva-
tion, consistency and match-
lemperament throughout the
tour. But the most serious
phenomenon which | observed
was lack of fitness,” opined the
former national captain.

Bangladesh, who featured in
11  limited-over exhibition
matches against different se-
lections in their maiden tour
to North America, had mixed
memories of pain and pleasure
with six wins, four losses and

\ lHangladesh team

-

trophies.

Lipu. who is expected to
submit his report on the over-
all performance of the national
side within a week, said that
the Board should concentrate
more on the physical fithess of
the players.

“This is of utmost impor-
tance for the upcoming ACC
and 1CC trophies. We can hire
a physio from the neighbouri
India for a short period.” sai

Lipu when asked to elaborate.
"Besides. we need a .gym
(gymnasium) to keep our boys
it before: the ncxt training
session.” said Lipu who further
added that a pgood foreign

coach is also essentjal to
groom the boys for the big oc-
CASIONSs,

When asked whether he is
interested to carry on with the
job, . a soft-spoken Lipu
quipped. "That depends on the
Board. But | have few condi-

world record for the twe-lift
aggregabe of snatch and clean-
and-jerk which the Greek had
held for just one minute,
r\auhmﬂ; it up to 335.0 kg. He

eapt into the air with delight

even before the bar hit the
ground
Leonides. needing to post

his third world record of the
night to deny the tiny Turk his
place in history. got the bar as
far as his chest but no further.

As he reached the dressing
rooin he wept quietly while
the auditorium exploded with
the cheers of 300 Turks.

The Greek however. was
warm in his praise for
Suleymanogiu and did not con-
sitler himsell unlucky to have
laced the Turk so olten.

| consider mysell very
lucky to have competied against
a competitor like him, he said.
It's, because of him that-I've
lifted the weighis that | have."

By all rights, this should
have been his fourth Olympic

sodd medal. He was easily 1
hest in the world in his ﬁftij,{hl
class - 1984, when Los
Angeles hosted the Olympics.
But Suleymanoglu liv in
Bulgaria then — he was born
there to ethnic Turks — and
Bulgaria abided by the Sowviel-
led boycott of those games.

Suleymanoglu accepted
thiat. But when Bulgaria forced
him to change his name to
Shulamonov, it was too much.
In 1986, al a training camp in
Australia, he defected. He
lived in Turl-uu:-i,;l ever since.
Befitting his nickname, he has
become a hero ol nearly
mythic proportions.

"He is the biggest!” declared
Gazi Aydin. a Turkish-born
jeweler who now lives in
Atlanta. He was among dozens
of Turks and urkish
Americans who filled ene sec-
tion of the stands at Monday's
compelition in a joyous out-
pour of adoration.

Turkiye! Turkive! Turkiye!”
they chanted. They s
Turkish soccer songs. clappeg
rhythmically and waved
Turkey's flag, bright red with a
white star and crescent moon.
Many had the flag painted on
their faces. arms or. in one
woman's flamboyant case, belly.

Will there be an attempt at
four golds?

‘I will continue,” Suley-
manoglu said. "I'm getiing a
little older. but I want to

continue, | don't know if T will
be good enough to be in the
next Olympic Games.”

When Suleymanoglu re-
turned home to Turkey's capi-
tal Ankara. with a first gold
from the 1988 Seoul Games.
e was greefed by an esti-
mated 1 million of his coun-
Iryniern.
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