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Donating used computer to
Bangladesh's school.

N.g.:sch
Mostazir Rahman
rahman-m@rmc.ca
Canadac
Hello everybody

| would like to open the
disscution how we can donate
used [ 286, 386 or 486 com-
puter) to Bangladesh's
schooles. There are lot of
companies in North America
who are throwing way their old
computers and buying new
computers. Can we use these
old computers and send them
to Bangladesh? I would like to
get your input in this matter.

FROM
THE

NTERNE]

Mariir
Manir@ncds. anu.eduLau
Ausiralia:

The first thing is to contact
the Ministry of Education of
Bangladesh for this. It needs to
be concurred by the govt to
avoid customs  hessels.
Alternatively some NGO may
also be useful.

Sharif Islam
ssislam@mds.gmuw.ac. uk
UK:

A very good idea. What I
woild like to know is whether
North American/European
computers are compatible in
Bangladesh.

Computer Tax

N.g.:scb

Sohel Q. Khan
skhan®tisl ukans.edu
USA:

I am interested in taking a .

computer with me to
B desh. | am wondering
the custom regulations about

computers.

HASAN FAISAL
hasa5558@cslabs 1 ch

USA:

- How miuch would the tax be
if the computer 1s disassem*
bled and individual parts are

Rashed Tanvir Islam
rtislam@mail utexas.edu
USA:

.1 know that there is a cer-
tain duty in-the amount of
15000 Taka for desktop com-
puters. However | heard that
there is no duty for LAPTOPs.
Highgate E C
highgate@areyou.demon.co.uk
UK:

No taxes on laptops. And if
you can prove that a normal PC
is for your personal use .. no
taxes. Otherwise upto a maxi-
mum of takas 15000 may be
payable.

Father of the Nation and .
15 August National Hoilday

N.g.:sch
5 Khan
UK:

Many people of Bangladesh
belive Bangabandhu Sk.
Mujibur Rahman should be’ de-
clared the father of the nation.

There are also a large group
of people who does not like to
be blind supporter of AL and
like to appreciate its contribu-
tions and criticize [helr mis-
deeds.

I don't know whether it was
officially declared in the 72-75
period. But image of SMR for
the last 21 years has declined
to a greater extent By political

The Daily
expressed in these columns.

Disclaimer l

The Internet is a global medium of communication and |
expression. It is frée from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM. ‘

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all recetvers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permut our readers to
know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.
Star is not responsible for the opinions

propaganda and to some ex-
tent by the then activity of few
pary leaders and workers. It
took 21 years to regain peo-
ples cenfidence and virdict for
the AL.

Some hasty decisions have
already been taken, such as
hanging the picture of SMR in
the government offices and
declare 15 August a national

“ holiday -

Any decision on this two is-
sued should be taken judi-
ciously based on the peoples
sentiment and after discussion
with the different class of peo-

ple.

— Editor,

~view to improvement of its

= = e

b

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
islam@utxsvs.cc. utexas.edu
Texas, USA.:

program will be kept in
abeyance. We were unnerved at
this news.

If an expatriate is found
doing something not conform-

ing to the prescribed rules of
TOKTEN. why should the

Dear SCB readers

- Recently there was a post-
ing about the TOKTEN PRO-
GRAM. These six letters stand
for "Transfer of knowledge
through Expatriate Nationals”.
This was created by UNDP
sometime back in order for
foreigners with expertise in
different fields to go to their
respective country of origin for
a limited short period and
help the inviting institution to
initiate and set up research
activities in areas for which no
expertise is available within
the country. 1 shall give an ex-
ample. In the middle of 1993
the Atomic Energy Research
Esiablishment (AERE) at Savar
of Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Center (BAEC) was urgently in
need of some expert in the

institutes suffer? In my opin-
ion, there should be provision
for only one expatriate. For one
institution at one time: no in-
stitution should get the ser-
vices of further expatriates
unless it completes formalities
relating to the visit of the first
one. In other words, it should
be the responsibility of the
concerned institution to get
the report prepared by the ex-
patriate before he leaves and
submitted to ERD.

If TOKTEN program works
successfully in other #Hievelop-
ing countries why would it not
Bangladesh. 1 agree with the
earlier correspondent that

foreigners with expertise in different fields to go to their
‘respective country of origin for a limited short period
and help the inviting institution to initiate and set up
research activities in areas for which no expertise is
available within the country.

those in the authority whether
in the government or an orga-
nization do not take advantage
of such good opportunities and
barring exceptions hold a non-
chalant attitude.

field of genetic engineering so
that the interested group in
AERE could initiate ‘a research
pregram .0n JUTE
TRANSFORMATION with a

fibers and put them into di-
versified uses. They could find
a DBangladeshi scientist in
Australia working in CSIRO,
Canberra for this purpose.
BAEC approached the External
Resources Division (ERD) of
GOB for this purpaose and the
concermed scientist come wun-
der the TOKTEN program and
the project on Jute transfor-
mation is now an important
ongoing program of AERE.

My colleagues -in the
Department of Botany, Dhaka
University and the Botany
Division of BCSIR, Dhaka were
in urgent need of an expert Lo
advise them on "in situ” hy-
bridizatien and they could lo-
cate a Bangladeshi expert in
the A&M University, College
station, Texds. ERD did not

I shall give two examples
which will illustrate my point.
On behalf of a social organiza-
tion I. approached the local
Representative of FAO at Dhaka
to finance a project on, "Tree
Plantation” for school children.
He said that funds are available
provided our request is chan-

neled through the ERD. The
dealing office. who was a zool-
ogy student of Dhaka
University. was not at all en-
thusiastic to entertain my re-
quest. After a good deal of per-
suasion, he agreed to forward
my request. It took me a year
lo get it sanctioned by GOB
and only a couple of months
for us to get the money [rom
FAO. Two of my brothers, who
were 1hen joint secretaries In
entertain our request. The ol diferent departments. helped
ficer in charge said that unless me. Without their help 1 don't
and until his division gets re think. the project would have
ports from the expatriates whe  seen the light of the day. Some
had already visited Bangladesh thirty schools were benefiled

under this program. the above by this project and today some

Che Laily S

other educational or research’

M
This was created by UNDP sometime back in order for

The articles or “posts" (to use Internet parlance) published in this page come from the 14274 Internet usenet
news groups like soc.culture.bangladesh (scb). In these news groups Internet users from around the world

post articles, discuss views or opinions on classified issues. In "Live from the Internet" The Daily Star
reprints these posts verbatim (not even excluding the language errors) jsut as they would appear on your
computer screen. They have only been edited for size relevance to the subject matter. .

TOKTEN Program

of those who were trained in
the art of raising nursery and
plantation are owning their
OWTl nurseries.

The second example will
arouse more astonishment
among readers than the first

one.
In 1988 | approached the

then Director General Inter-
national affairs Requesting him
to have Bangladesh enlisted as
a member of an International
Organization called, "The In-
ternational Center for Genetic
Engineering and Biotechnology
(ICGEB). The DG himself was a
science student; he disco-
uraged me and said.” It's no
use for Bangladesh to become a
member of ICGEB when no re-
search work is done in our
universities.” 1 then explained
that ICGEB offers fellowship,
provides training in genetic
engineering, funds research
projects and that for the first 5
years no membership fees are
charged. finally 1 said to him,
"if not the older generation,
the teachers and researchers

 belonging to the younger gen-

eration will certainly be bene-
fitted through this move by the

GOB. 1 also told him all other
countries in the subcontinent
such as India. Pakistan. Sri
Lanka and even Bhuton were
members of ICGEB. At the end
he agreed to consider my re-
quest provided it is processed
through the Ministry of S & T.
Believe me, SCB readers. il is
anly in November 1995 iec..
AFTER SEVEN YEARS thal
Bangladesh has become a
member of ICGEB but the
membership is yet to be rati-
fied by ICGEB.

The above two selected in-
cidents among many peint to
the somé conclusion that our
attitude has not changed over
the years. We all realize that
unless there {s a change in the
attitude both among high offi-
cials. secretaries, ministers,
we cannot hope for "Sonar”
Bangla to come into being. no
matter whichever party comes
into power. How true is the
adage, "JEY JAL LANkA. SHEY
HOI RABAN™.

How could this change be
brought about? Any suggestions
Irom SCB readers? Sheikh
Hasina's instruction that it is
her father's portrait that
should hang in the wall of of
lice rooms and not hers. is in-
deed 0 good beginning.

Kalpana Chakma's
i

N.g.:sch -
Sayeed M Tarig
bridge@iadfi.net
[ISA:

Recent news about the dis-
appearance of Kalpana Chakma
is a serious blow to the law and

order situation of the country.
The government's statement is

also mysterious on this matter. |

However it is a matter of great
concern and regret that, a
civilian has been abducted and
the nearby army personnels
were doing nothing. Just be-
cause she had a different polit-
ical view and spoke up on be-
half of her organisation she has
been picked up .

M. Rezaul Abid
abidmr@tuns.ca
Canada:

Shockingly enough. I was
told that some army person-
nels took active participations
in this abduction! Can anyone
shed some light whether it is
true or not?

Sayeed M Tarig, USA: On

behalf of all concerned and the

individuals beleive in human
rights I demand immediate
explanation from Bangladesh
government and her prompt
release. Those who were in-

volved in this vicious crime
should be brought to justice.

M. Rezaul Abid Canada: |
second that!

Great Bangladeshi
Olympians

N.g.:sch

Shubha Khan
Khans@nepo l.inea.or.at
Austria:

Yup! All that I know about
our gorgeous BDeshi Olympic
team is that some male
shooter -- | think Rinku was
his name --, a female long-
jumper. a male swimmer, and
Bimal Chandra Tarafdar, the
fastest man in South Asia, are
the only sports(wo)men in

our Olympic squad,

Does anybody have any
other news/info on the team?
If so, start posting; I'm
damned interested.

| also heard that more
Bangladeshi team officials
would be going than
sports{iwo)jmen. What do you

puiys/ gals think.

a1 Entertainment Guide

NetXchange: Internet
Faxing Software

N.g.:tnn.internet. wunw

- Gil Sudai

gil@ntxc.com

USA:

NetXchange is proud to an-
nounce the debut of its
Internet Fax Solution web site.
NetXchange Communications
is a leading software developer
for messaging applications
over the Internet. NetXchan-
ge's products offer customers
significant communications
cost savings and enhanced
security. The company's faxing
software enables the iuate-
gration of the stand alone fax
machine, computer fax, mobhile
user, and corporate network.’
You are welcome to check it
out @ http://www.ntxc.com

Raise your SAT score

N.g: soc.college.admissions
Zor Prime
zorprime@tirol.com
[JSA:

What is the best way to raise
your SAT verbal score in 2
months?

Low Budget

lerenc26@ fulures. wharton. upenn.edu
USA: :

Practice. you can read all
the vocabulary books call you
want, and i'm sure it'll help
you in a small way but practic-
ing through practice books as a
DISCIPLINE will raise your
score (remendously.

JoeCoZ
Jjoeco2@aol.com
USA:

Is it possible to get SAT
scores in the 1300s and still
get into Harvard. Yale, Prince-
ton? E-mail m e
(JoeCo2@aol.com) if you made
il into the Ivy League with a
score in the 1300s or respond
to this message via the news-
group. Thank you.

Zaklyuchenny
zek@primenet.com
LISA:

I would say it's possible. |
know someone who got 1250
(about) and. still . got
Cornell on engineering, so any-
thing is possible. Remeber.
lest scores are only part ol the
whole picture.
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College Catalogues

N.g.: soc.college. admissions
BdvwyBby
bdiwybby@aol.com

USA:

Hi. I'm a high school
sophomore, and | started my
college search God knows
when, -Anyway, | want to get
some info now on the courses
and admission requirements
for my top 10 schools. So.
could someone give me an idea
on exactly how I should ask for
a catalogue. I figured a simple
letter to the admissions office
would do, but I'd like to make
sure.

Katy Odell
boghody@earthlink.net
USA:

One thing you can try, if
youre not getting them in the
mail: Go to a nearby commu-
nity college and find the
"transfer center” or where
ever they keep college cata-
logues in the library - vou'll be
able to look at a lot of them at
your leisure. Even at City
College in SF, we have practi-
cally every catalogue for major
schools, and most of them are
the most recent or, at most,
last year's.

Jobsin high demand

N.g.: soc.college.admissions
Zor Prime
zorprime@tirol.com

USA:

What -type of jobs are in
high demand right now? I am
talking about semi-profes-
sional /professional jobs or the
type of jobs that needs a BS or
Masters. And what about say...
5 years from now? 8 years? |
am trying to find the right
major so that 1 won't end up
jobless after | grad from col-
lege.

Ray Schroeder
schroede@eagle. uis.edu
USA:

Perhaps another way to look
at this is to identify general
trends in society. For exam-
ple. there is a big bubble of
children moving into k/12..,
also, there 1s &n ever-expand
ing bubble of seniors in our
society. Those who serve these
groups are likely to be kept
busy in the next decade

These newsgroups have been provided courtesy_ of
Information Services Network Limited (Tel. 842752).

You can also participate in this page by sending us your
views/questions/comments/inquiries (anything that you
want). The Daily Star will then send your responses into the
Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will be read
and commented on by participants from around the world.
Letters should be no more than 100 words in length and

titled.

Please send or fax your Internet posts to
M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the Internet”,
The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-
1205. (GPO Box no : 3257) Fax 863035.
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